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ADVERTISEMENT 


Br  THE  EDITOR. 


The  formation  of  the  following  collection,  which  will 
be  found  much  more  confiderable  in  mafs  than  in  bulk, 
has  proved  a  tedious  and  inconvenient  tafk.  Nothing,  I 
believe,  but  the  immenfe  importance  of  the  enquiry, 
could  have  prevented  me  from  deftroying  the  meets  that 
came  firft  from  the  prefs,  and  adopting  the  alternative 
I  referved  to  myfelf  in  my  circular  letter,  of  returning 
the  papers.  For  their  long  delay  I  demand  grace  both 
of  *»  readers  and  the  writers.  It  will,  I  hope,  be  con- 
fidered,  that  in  literature,  as  in  commerce,  the  power  to 
fulfil  an  engagement  may  be  innocently  loft  by  the 
failure  of  correfpondents. 

One  failure  is  of  confequence  enough  to  be  particu- 
larly mentioned.  A  medical  friend  undertook  to  furnim, 
very  early  in  the  laft  year,  about  a  hundred  cafes 
treated,  according  to  Mr.  Scott's  method,  in  the  LocJc 
Hofpital,  at  Dublin.  He  told  me  that  it  had  completely 
feUed,  and  that  the  dofe  did  not  exceed  two  drachms  of 
the  dilute  nitrous  acid  in  the  day.  How  long  even  this 
Me  was  continued,  I  did  not  learn. 
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The  fituation  in  which  the  military  furgcons  of  Ire- 
land have  been  placed,  fufficiently  accounts  for  the 
failure,  without  any  imputation  of  levity  or  inattention. 
But  I  regret  the  lofs  of  fo  large  a  mafs  of  information 
the  more.,  becaufe  circamjiantial*  reports  of  unfuccefsful 
cafes  are  neceffary  towards  determining  the  moft  effi- 
cacious modes  of  proceeding,  and  the  limits  of  the  new 
method.  Could  my  friend  have  fulfilled  his  promife, 
I  fhould  have  kept  my  time  with  the  public.  The  main 
queftion  would  undoubtedly  have  then  appeared  in  a 
very  different  light,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  truth 
been  retarded. 

After  waiting  fo  long,  I  might  have  waited  a  little 
longer  for  further  advices  from  the  Weft  Indies,  had 
I  not  in  the  mean  time  projected  a  periodical  w^c,  in 
which  communications  will  henceforth  find  a  convenient 
place.  At  the  end  of  the  prefent  pamphlet  will  be  found 
a  profpeiSlus  of  the  defigned  work,  for  which  I  earneftly 
folicit  the  affiftance  of  obfervers,  both  for  what  concerns 
the  controverted  powers  of  the  new  antifyphilitic  re* 
medies,  and  for  other  medical  topics. 

From  the  facts  which  I  now  publifh,  every  difcreet 
practitioner  may  derive  information  beneficial  to  his 
patients ;  fo  that  the  advantage  of  thefe  endeavours  will, 
I  flatter  myfelf,  be  felt  through  diftant  countries  and 

*  Circumjlantial  implies  impartial. 

future 
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future  ages.  But  I  mould  experience  much  greater  fatis- 
faclion  at  the  prefent  moment,  were  I  not  confeious  of 
being  about  to  add  to  the  number  of  publications  which 
muft  fix  dilgrace  fomewhere. 

There  was  a  time  when  I  felt  alarm  for  myfelf, 
and  for  thofe  who  had  adopted  fimilar  conclufions,  on 
account  of  certain  menacing  founds  that  proceeded  from 
the  region  of  the  metropolis.  But,  though  I  deem  it  in- 
cumbent upon  all  men,  and  more  efpecially  upon  medical 
men,  to  cherim  the  fenfe  of  human  fallibility,  my  fears 
have  nearly  fubfided.  The  ftroke,  as  far  as  I  can  fee,  lias 
been  much  lefs  terrible  than  the  diftant  rumbling.  The 
meteor  appears  to  have  been  of  the  fpecies  which  the 
ancients  held  cheap  under  the  title  of  brutum  fulmen. 

I  do  not  perceive  how  I  can  avoid  noticing  a  late 
EJfay  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe  (Johnfon  and  other  Bcokfellersy 
June^  1798.)  Silence  would  fanclion  the  grofleft  mif- 
conftrud~T.ion  of  my  expreflions.  Befides,  I  have  fa&s 
efTential  to  a  thorough  cognizance  of  the  caufe  ;  one  in 
particular,  which  a  great  part  of  the  public  may  eafily 
not  notice ;  and  another,  with  which  the  public  cannot 
polfibly  be  acquainted.  Neither  can  be  clearly  flated  with* 
out  quoting  that  Eflay. 

That  the  nitrous  acid  and  its  kindred  will  occupy1 
a  much  more  important  ftation  in  the  Materia  Medica 
dntifypbilitica,  than  the  author  of  the  Effay  feems  ready 

to 
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to  affign  them,  or  rather  has  already  affigned  them,  is 
my  prefent  firm  perfuafion.  But,  mould  this  be  a  vain 
perfuafion,  may  I  not  fljll  be  a  little  proud  of  helping  to 
prepare  the  way  for  a  perfonage,  who,  by  fecond  fight, 
or  by  fome  extraordinary  namelefs  faculty,  is  able,  with 
very  flight  affiftance  from  experiment,  to  divine  the 
"  hidden  pswer"  of  drugs  ?  In  an  art  of  fuch  inglorious 
5  uncertainty  as  our's,  what  advantages  may  we  not  pro. 
Kiife  ourfelves  from  this  precious  endowment  ? 


THE 
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THE  following  CIRCULAR  LETTER  fs  reprinted, 
not  only  as  having  procured  many  of  the  following 
papers,  but  alfo  as  material  to  the  illujlration  of  feme 
things  which  come  into  quejilon  towards  the  end  of  the 
pamphlet. 


SIR, 

You  probably  know  that  Mr.  Scott,  of  Bombay,  was 
led  by  confiderations,  that  need  not  be  ftated  here,  to  try 
the  nitrous  acid  in  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  that  the  experi- 
ment anfwered  j  and  that  it  has  been  fuccefsfully  imitated 
in  England, 

In  above  fifty  cafes,  many  of  them  picked  for  the 
worft,  the  Surgeons  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Plymouth 
have  found  this  acid  certain,  expeditious,  and  infinitely 
milder  than  mercury.  Their  mode  of  .adminiftration  is 
extremely  commodious.  To  a  pint  of  water  they  add 
a  drachm  of  ftrong  nitrous  acid,  together  with  4  or  6 
ounces  of  fimple  fyrup.  This  mixture  is  fucked  through 
a  glafs  tube.  I  \  or  2  drachms  of  the  ftrong  acid,  fo 
diluted,  have  proved  an  adequate  dofe  for  the  daw 


Mr.  Cruickshank,  of  Woolwich,  ingenioufly  fub- 
.flituted  bodies  of  analogous  conftitution.  He.reprefents 
2  the 
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the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafii,  as  more  powerful  than 
nitrous  acid.  It  produced  an  inflammatory  ftate  of  the 
fyftem. 

What  is  here  recapitulated,  together  with  fome 
fuggeftions,  may  be  read  at  large  in  Conf derations  on 
factitious  Jirsy  Parts  iv.  and  v.  Johnfon ;  in  Two  Cafes 
of  Diabetes j  Dilly  ;  and  in  Reports  concerning  the  Efjfecls 
»f  Nitrous  Jcid,  iztc.  Johnfon.  Above  1 00  bad  cafes 
frand  attefted,  as  cured,  beyond  all  reafonable  doubt.  Some 
imfuccefsful  trials  are  noticed  in  the  laft  pamphlet. 

The  mild  action  and  general  power  of  the  acid,  with 
the  proportion  of  failures,  render  a  fuller  induction  of 
fadts  and  teftimonies  highly  defirable.— It  cannot  have 
efcaped  you,  that  the  pretenfions  of  many  quack  medi- 
cines are  refted  on  the  occafton.d  inefficacy  of  mercury, 
and  on  an  over-charged  reprefentation  of  its  baneful  effects. 
It  is  therefore  certain,  that  to  eftablifh  the  anti-venereal 
\rirtue  of  fubftances,  not  injurious  to  the  conftitution, 
would  be  giving  a  deadly  blow  to  empirical  impofture. 

By  the  co-operation  of  practitioners,  a  thoufand  cafes 
might  foon  be  collected.  And  it  is  hoped  that  you  will 
not  refufe  your  affifbnee  to  fuch  an  undertaking.  The. 
fliare  I  have  had  in  conveying  information  to  the  public, 
very  naturally  led  me  to  reflect  on  the  fpeediefl:  method 
•f  folving  this  problem  ;  hoxv  far  the  - cure  of  lues  can  be 
jt4jiifiably  tntrujlcd  to  the  nitrous  acid  in  the  frj}  inftance-. 
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In  confequence,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  making  the 
prefent  application.  I  do  not  think  that  it  can  yet  be 
deemed  fupcrfluous  to  collect  more  evidence,  nor  will  th<? 
advantage  of  bringing  the  evidence  together  be  difputed. 
There  are  perfons,  to  whom  every  large  dcfign  appears, 
by  reafon  of  its  comprehenfivenefs,  abfurd.  Others,  I 
truft,  will  not  condemn  the  idea  of  attempting  to  induce 
a  large  part  of  the  medical  profelSon,  to  unite  in  an 
enquiry  of  the  higheft  intercfr. 

Where  the  cafe  profpers,  the  report  fhould  Cort- 
*ifely  ftate  the  fymptoms,  with  the  date  and  permanence 
of  the  cure.  Appearances  leading  to  a  knowledge  of  tha 
caufe  of  failure  fhould  be  noted.  The  nitrous  acid  (and 
the  oxygenated  muriate)  will  be  found  ufeful  in  various 
difcafes.  But  as  the  collection  here  propofed,  will  be 
confined  to  fyphilis,  information  on  other  fubjects  fhould 
be  written  feparately. 

If  any  profits  accrue,  they  fhall  be  divided  among 
charitable  euublifhments  for  venereal  patients.  C)n  this 
account  it  will  not,  I  hope,  be  thought  improper  to 
-{equcft  that  communications  be  tranfmitted,  free  of  ex- 
pence,  to  Mr.  Johnson,  Bookfeller,  72,  St.  Paul^ 
Church-yard,  Condon. 

I  150  not  wifh  that  any  reports  fhould  be  forwarded 
before  Jan.  1798.  If  by  the  end  of  February,  the  num- 
ber (hall  fufflce  for  publication,  they  (hall  be  immediately 
printed;  or  ftlft  returned. 

To 
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To  render  the  tafk  of  editor  as  little  difagreeable  as 
poflible,  it  is  defired  that  all  technical  terms  and  quan- 
tities may  be  written  at  length,  and  the  Whole  in  a 
fair  hand. 

Sept.  &  1797.  THOMAS  BEDDOES. 

Be  pleafed  to  communicate  this  letter  to  any  Phyfician^ 
Surgeon  or  Apothecary  of  your  acquaintance. 
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REPORTS. 


Dear  Sir,  Bombay,  Augujl  5,  1797. 

Y0UR  publication  has  juft  come  to  my  hands, 
and  I  am  happy  to  fee  that  by  your  means  the  nitric  acid 
has  made  its  appearance  in  England,  with  fome  appear- 
ance of  fuccefs.  I  inclofe  you  the  four  letters  that  I 
have  written  on  that  fubjedt,  and  I  fuppofe  that  I  fhall 
write  no  more,  as  the  matter  has  now  fallen  into  better 
hands  than  mine.  I  fhould  be  glad,  if  you  think  it  worth 
while,  that  you  publifli  the  remaining  three  letters,  as  they 
have  been  printed  here  only  in  a  newfpaper,  for  we  have 
no  other  mode  of  communication. 

Although  from  my  theory  I  was  led  to  fuppofe  that 
oxygen,  applied  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  jnteftinal 
canal,  would  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe  as  the  nitric  acid, 
I  have  not  found  it  fo  in  practice.  Perhaps  the  pure  air 
requires  fome  bafe  to  adhere  to,  that  may  enable  it  to  en- 
ter the  general  fyftem.  I  think  I  have  known  the  nitric 
acid  ufeful  in  fcrofula,  but  that  is  a  difeafe  I  have  feen 
but  feldom  here. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Helenus  Scott. 
Dr.  Beddoes,  Clifton,  near  BriJioU 
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IETTER  II*. 

Bombay  Courier ',  June  1796. 

I  intend  in  this  paper  to  take  notice  of  fome  effects 
of  the  nitric  acid  on  the  human  body,  which  I  have  not 
yet  mentioned. — 2dly.  To  relate  a  few  trials  that  I  have 
made  to  oxygenate  the  body  by  other  fubftances,  and  to 
get  a  fubftitute  for  the  acid,  lefs  difagreeable  than  it  is  to 
many  people. — 3dly.  To  give  an  account  of  my  method 
of  procuring  this  acid,  which,  although  of  no  ufe  to 
cherriifts  in  Europe,  may  {till  be  of  fome  fervice  in  this 
country,  where  we  have  not  always  at  our  command  the 
veffels  and  the  fubftances  employed  in  chemiftry. 

One  of  the  moft  difagreeable  effects  Of  the  nitric  acid 
is  its  action  on  the  teeth,  which  it  has  in  common  with 
the  acid  of  vitriol.  Thefe  acids  decompofe  the  teeth,  by 
taking  their  calcareous  bafe  from  the  phofphoric  acid,,  as 
is  well  known  to  chemifts  fince  the  time  of  Scheele.  I 
have  in  fome  meafure  obviated  this  uripleafant  effect,  by 
caufmg  it  to  be  mixed  with  the  conjee  of  rice,  or  fweet- 
ened  with  liquorice  root  or  fugar.  It  is  to  be  apprehended 
that  thefe  additions  deprive  it  of  a  certain  portion  of  pure 
air,  although  I  have  not  found  that  they  diminifh  its  ef- 
fect. It  mould  be  fwallowed  as  quickly  as  poffible,  and 
the  mouth  immediately  afterwards  wafhed  with  water. 
It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  mercury,  carried  to  any  great 
degree,  is  far  more  hurtful  to  the  teeth  than  a  confiderable 
ufe  of  the  nitric  acid.    The  acids  no  doubt  carry  away  a 

*  Many  readers  will  recollect  that  I  reprinted  Mr.  Scott's  firft 
letter  in  Confederations  on  Airs3  Parts  IV^  and  V.  John/on. 
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portion  of  their  enamel,  but  from  mercury,  long  conti- 
nued, they  become  loofe  in  their  fockets,  and  not  unfrc- 
quently  drop  out  altogether. 

The  tafte  of  the  nitric  acid  is  fo  difagreeable  to  fome 
people,  that  they  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  drink  it  in  a 
fufRcicnt  quantity.  I  have  obferved,  that  the  more  pure 
air  the  acid  contains  in  proportion  to  its  azote,  the  more 
pleafant  it  becomes  to  the  tafte,  and  that  the  acid  which  I 
diftil,  is  much  more  agreeable  in  this  refpecf.  than  any  I 
have  had  from  Europe. 

The  ftomach  has  a  repugnance  to  the  nitric  acid,  if 
taken  at  one  draught  in  a  confiderable  quantity  :  a  pretty 
large  wine  glafs  full  may  be  given  when  mixed  with 
water,  as  J  have  before  directed,  but  in  general  a  (mailer 
quantity  is  proper.  In  this  way  it  in  general  remains  on 
the  ftomach,  and  produces  no  difagreeable  fenfation. 

Besides  the  external  action  of  the  acid  on  the  mouth, 
I  am  perfuaded  it  affects  the  mouth  alfo  by  impregnating 
the  habit  like  mercury  with  pure  air,  the  great  agent  of 
the  deftruction  of  animal  matter,  It  certainly  produces 
a  flow  of  faliva,  a  fwelling  of  the  gums,  and  when  car- 
ried to  a  great  extent,  a  pain  about  the  throat  and  jaws 
that  exactly  refemble  the  effects  of  mercury. 

In  two  or  three  jnftances  I  have  feen  people,  when 
taking  the  nitric  acid,  affected  with  fcabs  on  the  body 
which  appeared  to  be  comppfed  pf  cp^gulat^d  lymph.  Two 
pf  thofe  patients  had  a  return  of  the  fame  appearances  on 
taking  the  acid  a  fecpnd  time,  and  they  both  afcribed 
them  to  it  as  a  caufe.  On  giving  over  the  acid,  thofe  ap- 
pearances alfo  went  away.  In  one  cafe  I  could  fee  the 
very  point  from  which,  for  many  days  together,  the  pure 
lymph  cpntinued  to  flow.  If  this  bean  effect  of  the  nitric 
acid,  it  is  not  a  common  one. 

B  2  A  pretty 
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A  pretty  common  effect  of  the  nitric  acid*,  when  car- 
ried to  a  confiderable  extent,  is  a"  degree  of  fever.  In 
about  fifteen  days  after  beginning  to  take  it,  the  body  gets 
hot,  the  combuftion  of  life  goes  on  a  little  fafter  than 
ufual,  feveral  inconvenient  fymptoms  are  felt,  and  it  be- 
comes necefTary  to  difcontinue  it.  At  this  time  there  are 
people  who  complain  of  a  great  increafe  of  their  fenfibi- 
lity  of  fmelling. 

I  have  obferved  that  the  nitric  acid  produces  more  re- 
markable effects  on  the  natives  of  this  country  in  fiphylis, 
and  in  other  difeafes.,  than  it  does  on  Europeans.  I  ima- 
gine that  this  is  connected  with  the  vegetable  diet  to 
which  the  Indians  of  all  cafts  confine  thcmfelves  when 
they  are  fick.  The  nitric  acid  feems  to  be  well  qualified 
for  removing  feveral  of  the  difeafes  of  this  country  which 
are  connected  with  the  liver  and  its  fecretions,  and  where 
a  ftrong  tendency  to  animalization  gives  thefe  difeafes  a 
peculiar  character,  which  is  of  a  contrary  nature  to  the 
acid  principle.  The  rickets,  which  appear  to  arife  from 
an  acid  that  refembles  the  acid  of  fugar,  is  accordingly  a 
malady  nearly  unknown  in  thefe  latitudes, . 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  obfervation,  nor  the 
experience  of  an  individual,  is  equal  to  afcertain  the  whole 
effe&s,  that  an  active  fubftance  can  produce  on  the  human 
frame-  I  think  I  have  afcertained  feveral  effects  of  the 
nitric  acid,  and  I  hope  that  I  have  faid  enough  to  fhow, 
that  it  is  a  powerful  agent,  which  may  be  happily  applied 
in  altering  fome  morbid  conditions  of  the  body. 

*  This  remark  very  pleafingly  coincides  with  Mr.  Cruik- 
fhank's  obfervations  on  the  oxygenated  muriate.  Dr.  Rollo  in- 
forms me  that  Mr.  Cruikfliank  finds  fome  excitement  neceflary 
to  the  perfedl  cure  of  fiphylis.  Editor. 
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id.  I  have  often  wiflied  to  procure  a  fubftitute  for  the 
nitric  acid  more  agreeable  and  not  lefs  efficacious.  With 
this  view,  I  thought  of  uniting  it  with  the  fimple  earths, 
and  I  preferred  the  earth  of  alum,  as  the  acid  has  the 
weakeft  affinity  with  it.  I  mould  expect  but  little  frorri 
its  union  with  the  alkalis :  Having  made  a  folution  of 
alum  in  water,  I  threw  down  its  earth  with  a  folution  of 
potafh  in  water,  and  I  warned  the  precipitate  j  to  this  I 
added,  by  degrees,  the  acid  of  nitre  till  the  neutraliza- 
tion was  complete.  This  new  compound  I  found  an- 
fwered  my  purpofe  but  imperfectly ;  for  it  is  not  more 
agreeable  to  the  tafte,  nor  can  a  greater  quantity  of  it  be 
taken  daily  than  of  the  acid.  It  certainly  however  has 
the  advantage  of  not  acting  in  the  fame  way  on  the  teeth. 
From  this  nitrate  of  clay,  I  obtained  the  fame  effects  as 
from  the  nitric  acid.  It  induced  fore  mOuths  that  fa 
much  refembled  the  effects  of  mercury,  that  I  could 
hardly  perfuade  fome  people  who  took  it,  that  I  had  not 
given  them  that  metal.  In  this  cafe  the  affection  of  the 
mouth  could  hardly  be  attributed  to  the  external  action 
of  the  remedy. 

I  fball  mention  another  attempt  that  I  made  to  get  a 
fubftitute  for  the  nitric  acid,  which  although  unfuccefsful 
with  me,  may  yet  be  deferving  of  farther  attention.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  black  calx  of  manganefe  contains 
very  abundant  quantities  of  pure  air ;  from  which  it  may 
be  feparated  by  heat  and  many  other  bodies,  I  thought 
that  bv  giving  this  calx  in  powder,  while  1  kept  the. 
primae  viae  in  an  acidulous  ftate  during  its  paffage,  I  mighf 
be  able  to  extricate  fuch  a  volume  of  vital  air,  (the  action  of 
the  acid  being  aflifted  by  animal  fubftances  greedy  of oxy- 
gene  of  which  the  canal  is  compofed)  as  mould  produce  fome 
material  effect.  I  had  a  quantity  of  manganefe  which  I  knew, 
from  experiment,  contained  no  lead  nor  any  hurtful  mi- 
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neral ;  of  this  X  gave  no  lefs  than  icvcral  drachms  a  day, 
while  the  common  drink  of  the  patients  was  well  acidu- 
lated with  the  acids  of  vitriol  or  nitre.  1  had  only  a  few 
ounces  of  the  calx  of  manganefe,  and  as  I  could  procure 
no  more  in  this  country,  my  trials  were  foon  at  an  end  ; 
I  am  not  fure  that  by  this  means  I  produced  any  very 
fenfible  change  ;  I  fuppofe  the  acids  found,  almoft  imme- 
diately on  being  fwallowed,  feveral  fubftances  that  they 
preferred  to  the  metal,  and  with  which  they  entered  into 
combination.  Thofe  who  took  this  remedy  never  com- 
plained of  the  fmalleft  inconveniency  from  it ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  called  for  more,  and  fpoke  of  it  as  a  me- 
dicine that  was  agreeable  to  them,  and  that  affifted  their 
digeftion. 

With  the  view  of  oxygenating  the  living  body,  there 
are  many  fubftances  that  might  be  tried  with  fome  pro- 
fpe£t.  of  fuccefs.  We  know  not  yet,  for  inftance,  the  ef- 
fects of  oxygenated  vinegar,  nor  of  the  oxygenated  mu- 
riate of  foda.  As  the  mineral  alkali,  whether  in  its  fimplc 
or  its  compound  ftate,  appears  to  be  better  fitted  for  the 
purpofes  of  medicine  than  the  vegetable,  I  conjecture  that 
the  oxygenated  muriate  of  foda  might  be  preferable  for 
a  trial  to  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh. 

I  have  made  fome  attempts  to  procure  pure  air  from 
nitre,  in  fufficient  quantities  to  fupply  the  fick  with  it,  as 
a  remedy  in  difeafe ;  but  the  difficulties  of  fuch  "an  un- 
dertaking-are not  eaftly  furmounted  in  this  country.  I 
hope  the  patriotic  Dr.  Beddoes  has  now  put  it  in  our 
power,  to  get  without  trouble,  this  aeriform  fubftance, 
which  I  believe  would  be  very  beneficial  in  many  of  the 
difeafes  that  arife.  from  the  liver  and  its  fecretions.  It 
remains  perhaps-  to  be  determined  whether  the  oxygena- 
tion of  the  body  can  be  carried  on  more  fafely  and  more 
effectually  by  the  lungs,  or  by  the  prims  viae.  Some 
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people  may  be  difpofcd  to  queftion  altogether  the  theory 
that  I  have  given  of  the  operation  of  the  nitric  acid,  as 
arinn°:  from  vital  air.  All  that  I  can  anfwer  is,  that  it 
appears  to  me  very  confident  with  the  compofition  of 
that  acid,  with  the  effecl:  of  other  fubftances  that  contain 
vital  air,  and  with  the  ftate  of  our  knowledge  of  its  af- 
finities j  but  mould  this  theory  be  altogether  falfe,  the 
fa£ts  that  regard  its  operation  on  the  human  body  will 
ftill  remain,  I  hope,  without  impeachment.  I  believe 
that  it  is  a  remedy  capable  of  producing  many  new  com- 
binations, and  extraordinary  changes  in  the  animated  mafs, 
and  with  a  degree  of  fafety  that  could  hardly  have  been 
expedted  from  fd  aftive  an  agent. 

3d.  The  acid  of  nitre  that  I  firft  employed  for  internal 
purpofes  was  the  paleft  coloured  acid  that  I  could  pro- 
cure from  apothecary's  hall.  This  is  all  diftilled  from 
impure  nitre  ;  for  it  contains  a  great  deal  of  marine  acid, 
as  any  perfon  may  fatisfy  himfelf  by  dropping  into  it  a 
little  of  the  nitrous  folution  of  illver,  which  immediately 
precipitates  a  luna  cornea.  As  I  foon  had  difpofed  of  al! 
the  acid  of  nitre  fent  out  by  the  Company,  it  became  ne- 
ceflary  for  me  to  procure  a  more  abundant  fupply.  An  ac- 
count of  my  apparatus  may  be  of  fome  afliftance  to  thofe 
who  wifh  to  procure  the  nitric  acid  in  this  country, 
where  neither  the  veftels  nor  the  materials  ufually  em- 
ployed for  that  purpofe  in  Europe  are  at  all  times  to  be 
found.  I  have  improved  this  fimple  apparatus  by  degrees, 
which  is  now  very  manageable  by  a  common  Cooly,  and 
perfectly  anfwers  its  purpofe. 

I  take  acaft  iron  pot  which  holds  about  feven  gal- 
lons. I  fix  this  in  briclc-worlc  over  a  grating  in  theufual 
way  ;  from  its  fides,  two  flues  pafs  and  meet  in  a  chim- 
ney behind.  This  pot  I  cover  with  a  Pegue  jar,  which 
contains  about  fourteen  gallons  of  water  :  I  have  foLmd 
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the  Pegue  jars  very  well  fitted  for  fuch  an  operation  ;  for 
they  are  impervious  to  the  acid  vapours,  and  bear  the  heat 
remarkably  well,  which  is  not  the  cafe  with  any  of  the 
earthen  ware,  that  I  have  had  from  China,  nor  any  other 
part  of  the  Eaft.  On  one  fide  of  this  jar,  there  is  made 
an  oblong  opening  that  receives  a  pipe  communicating  at 
its  other  end  with  another  jar,  which  is  the  receiver. 
The  pipes  for  this  purpofe  I  make  here,  of  the  pureft 
clay  I  can  get,  mixed  with  a  proper  proportion  of  quartz, 
in  powder.  Their  form  is  a  cylinder,  whofe  internal  di- 
ameter is  about  four  inches,  and  whofe  length  is  about 
twelve.  By  thefe  means  a  communication  is  preferved 
between  the  iron  pot,  covered  by  its  head,  and  the  re- 
ceiver. This  receiver  is  alfo  a  Pegue  jar,  larger  than  the 
one  that  covers  the  pot ;  its  mouth  is  clofed  by  a  piece  of 
wood  luted  to  it,  fo  that  an  opening  is  only  left  for  one 
end  of  the  pipe,  that  ferves  as  a  communication.  At  the 
other  end,  or  bottom  of  the  receiver,  a  bent  glafs  tube 
enters,  which  dips  about  two  inches  below  the  furface  of 
the  water  contained  in  a  vefTel  below  it.  In  order  to 
.  procure  the  nitric  acid,  I  mix  a  quantity  of  nitre,  finely 
.  powdered,  with  three  times  its  weight  of  Scindy  alum, 
which  has  not  been  deprived  of  its  water  of  cryftalliza- 
tion.  With  this  mixture,  I  fill  my  iron  pot  about  one- 
third  part.  I  cover  it  with  its  jar,  and  lute  them  toge- 
ther. I  fecure  the  pipe  where  it  enters  this  head,  and 
where  it  goes  into  the  receiver.  The  lute  that  I  prefer 
for  fuch  purpofes  is  compofed  of  mild  lime  in  powder, 
and  Jengely  oil.  All  the  junfturps  being  fecured,  a  fire 
is  applied  and  kept  up  in  the  ufual  manner  for  twelve 
hours.  If  the  receiver  be  kept  pretty  cool,  by  wet  cloths, 
the  v/ater  into  which  the  tube  enters  will  be  but  (lightly 
acidulous,  while  the  acid  is  found  in  the  receiver.  One 
diftillation  in  this  way  gives  me  about  five  pints  of  ,a 
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pale  ftraw  coloured  acid,  of  the  fpecific  gravity  of  1,257. 

 I  give  one,  or  even  two*  ounces  of  this  acid,  by  mea- 

fure,  every  day,  fufficiently  diluted  with  water. 

As  the  nitre  that  I  ufed  contained  about  fix  per  cent 
of  fea  fait,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  acid  that  I  obtained  is 
not  a  pure  acid  of  nitre,  but  it  is  a  mixture  of  nitric  acid, 
and  oxygenated  muriatic  acid,  or  it  is  an  aqua  regia,  in 
which  the  marine  acid  bears  a  fmall  proportion  to  the 
nitric  acid.    As  this  is  precifely  the  cafe  with  the  acid  of 
nitre  of  Apothecary's  Hall,  with  the  effects  of  which  1 
was  well  acquainted  from  experience,  I  was  lefs  anxious 
to  feparate  from  my  nitre  the  whole  of  its  marine  fait. 
This  is  the  acid  that  I  have  ufed  in  almoft  all  my  trials. 
It  is  more  agreeable  to  the  tafte  than  the  acid  from  Eu- 
rope, and  more  falutary,  if  I  miftake  not,  in  the  living 
body. — I  have  lately  purified  my  nitre  for  the  diftillatiou 
of  the  nitric  acid,  by  a  method  recommended  by  Baume, 
and  afterwards  praclifed  in  the  great  by  M.  Lavoifier  : 
according  to  their  method,  I  have  warned  my  nitre  with 
two  portions  of  cold  water,  amounting  together  to  fixty- 
five  per  cent  of  the  weight  of  the  nitre ;  by  talcing  care 
to  remove  the  water  very  carefully  from  the  nitre,  after 
each  warning,  I  believe  I  do  not  leave  half  per  cent  of 
fea  fait  among  it.    Whether  this  greater  degree  of  purity 
has  increafed  or  diminifhed  the  effects  of  the  acid,  I  am 
not  able  at  prefent,  from  want  of  fufEcient  experience,  tQ 
determine. 

I  am  now  at  an  end  of  a  detail,  that  I  fear,  will  appear 
very  tedious  and  dry  to  mod:  people;  but  I  have  though! 
it  neceffary  to  be  as  accurate  as  I  was  able  in  my  infor- 
mation on  a  fubject  that  is  new ; — I  am  fure  I  (hall  meec 
with  a  fair  hearing  from  the  candid  and  the  enlightened, 
and  receive  an  impartial  judgment  in  the  end.  I  have  pre- 
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tended  to  remove  fome  difeafes  by  a  fubftance  that  was 
never,  as  far  as  I  know,  employed  for  them  before  :  If  I 
am  right,  I  may  have  added  to  the  ftore  of  our  active  and 
ufeful  remedies ;  I  may  have  contributed  a  little  to  enlarge 
the  theory  of  their  operation,  by  fhewing  the  principle  of 
their  compofition  from  which  the  effect  is  produced  ;  or 
iaftly  I  may  have  laid  the  foundation  of  a  better  know- 
ledge of  the  difeafe,  by  mowing  in  a  fubftance,  unem- 
ployed before,  the  very  element  that  deftroys  it. 

We  have  at  prefent  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  of  Na- 
ture that  was  denied  to  our  predeceflfors.  As  it  has  been 
done  fo  fuccefsfully  in  the  mechanical  arts,  I  do  not 
doubt  but  we  fhall  foon  fee  the  art  of  healing  improved 
by  the  beautiful  difcoveries  of  chemiftry,  and  put  on  a 
new  appearance  by  their  aid  j  fome  very  happy  examples 
of  this  kind  might  even  now  be  mentioned.  Much  as  I 
efteem  an  accurate  knowledge  of  diftempers,  I  value  no 
lefs  the  fcience  of  effectual  remedies.  It  is  not  for  the  pre- 
fent times  to  reft  fatisfied  with  Hippocrates  in  calcu- 
lating the  periods  of  difeafes,  and  foreboding  the  hour  of 
deceafe  *.  C. 

*  In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Al.  Johnfon,  of  Charlotte-ftreet,  Mary- 
bone,  Mr.  Scott  fays :  "I  have  fuch  extenfive  experience  of 
the  effecls  of  nitrous  acid  (in  hepatic  and  venereal  cafes)  that  . I 
cannot  be  miftaken. — It  is  certainly  more  efficacious  than  mer- 
cury in  many  cafes,  and  far  lefs  hurtful."  Ed. 


LETTER  III. 

Bombay  Courier,  "July  lid,  1797. 

I  did  not  fuppofe  fome  time  ago,  that  I  mould  again 
trouble  the  public  on  the  fubject  of  the  nitric  acid,  as  a 
remedy  for  difeafe,  having  given  up  all  thoughts  of  pub- 
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lifting  the  numerous  cafes  in  which  we  have  ufed  it  at 
this  place  with  fuccefs.  I  had  refolved  to  leave  it  to  its 
fate,  with  a  conviction,  that  if  I  really  had  difcovered  a 
truth  of  fome  importance  to  mankind,  I  had  faid  enough 
to  fecure  it  from  being  loft,  and  with  a  wifh,  that  if  I 
had  done  nothing  new  or  ufeful,  it  might,  like  many  other 
vain  fpeculations  be  fpeedily  forgotten.  I  have  lately, 
however,  made  an  obfervation  with  refpedt  to  the  nitric 
acid,  that  I  think  is  of  fufficient  conference  to  be  laid 
before  the  public,  as  it  feems  to  remove  the  chief  objec- 
tions that  have  been  brought  againft  it  by  practitioners. 
Thefe  objeftions  are  its  unpleafant  tafte,  and  the  bulky 
form  in  which  it  is  neceffary  to  give  it: — I  have  now 
made  it  probable,  that  like  mercury  the  nitric  acid  is  ab- 
forbed  by  the  fkin,  and  afterwards  produces  in  the  fyftem. 
the  fame  effects  that  arife  from  its  internal  ufe ;  in  this 
way  I  have  tried  it  only  in  two  inftances,  and  with  a  de- 
gree of  fuccefs  that  I  could  hardly  have  expected. 

The  firft  cafe  in  which  I  tried  it  was  that  of  a  gen- 
tleman, who  for  many  months  had  laboured  under  a  va- 
riety of  the  moft  difmal  fymptoms  of  fyphilis,  for  which 
mercury  gave  him  but  an  imperfect  and  temporary  relief ; 
the  nitric  acid  had  a  much  better  effect  on  him,  but  he 
could  not  retain  it  an  his  ftomach  in  a  fufficient  quantity 
to  effect  a  cure. 

In  this  fituation  it  ftruck  me  to  advife  him  to  bathe 
his  legs  for  an  hour  or  two  daily,.  by*fttr rounding  them 
With  cloths,  which  he  kept  wet  with-\Mater,  acidulated  by 
the  nitric  acid  j  he  foon  experienced  a  remarkable  relief, 
his  fkin  became  clean,  which  on  fome  parts  had  long  had 
the  characteriftic  eruptions  of  his  difeafe,  his  ftrength  re- 
turned, and  his  nocturnal  pains  went  away.  I  believe  he 
is  now  perfectly  cured,  as  he  has  been  in  good  health  for 
three  months  paft,  although  he  occafionally  continues  his 
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nitric  bathing  ;  he  made  ufe  of  no  other  remedy  during 
the  whole  of  this  period. 

In  another  cafe,  the  pains  of  the  tibiae  from  fyphilis 
Were  alleviated  by  a  nitric  bath,  but  this  perfon  was 
obliged  to  leave  Bombay  aftdf  he  had  ufed  it  only  for  a 
few  days,  nor  have  I  heard  any  thing  from  him  fince  that 
time. 

If  I  am  not  miftaken  inthe  caufe  that  produced  relief 
in  thefe  two  cafes,  I  can  fee  that  this  very  active  fubftance 
may  be  applied  to  the  {km  for  a  variety  of  difeafes,  where 
otherwife  it  could  not  be  employed^ 

As  the  fkin  can  hardly  bear,  for  any  length  of  time, 
the  application  of  the  aeid  in  a  ftronger  ftate  than  it  can 
be  drank,  fuch  a  quantity  as  would  be  fufficient  to  acidu- 
late water*  fo  as  to  cover  the  whole  body  in  a  proper 
veffel,  would  be  but  a  fmall  expence< 

The  fever  of  Salfecte,  which  arifes  on  the  return  of 
the  fair  feafon,  after  the  long  continued  rains,  appears  to 
me  to  be  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  yellow  fever  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  occafionally  not  lefs  violent  than  it.  I 
think  it  probable  that  bathing  in  the  nitric  aeid  might  be 
of  great  fervice  on  the  firft  appearance  of  fuch  a  com- 
plaint. The  difeafe  of  Salfette  does  certainly  arife,  not 
from  living  vegetables,  but  from  the  decompofition  of 
fuch  as  are  dead,  and  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  effects 
of  it  is  a  furprifingly  great  production  over  the  Whole 
fyftem  of  the  rffihous  bafe  of  the  bile.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  trace  the  fmalleft  connection  between  the  caufe  and 
effect^  nor  to  follow  nature  in  her  hidden  chemiftry,  by 
which  the  fluids  that  arife  from  fermenting  vegetables 
are  converted  into  the  refin  of  the  bile  j  but  in  the  nitric 
acid  I  would  hope  to  find  a  remedy,  from  its  fingular  ac- 
tion on  this  refinous  fubftance.  The  analogy  that  I  have 
obferved  between  the  effects  of  the  nitric  acid  and  the 
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takes  of  mercury,  would  alfo  encourage  me  in  fuch  a 
trial.  I  was  for  fome  time  on  Salfette,  about  two  years 
ago,  during  the  prevalence  of  this  fever  ;  I  believe  that 
at  leaft  three-fourths  of  the  people  who  lived  there  were 
then  affected  with  it :  I  foon  after  my  arrival  felt  myfelf 
difordered,  and  I  knew  very  well  that  the  fever  of  the 
place  would  enfue,  unlefs  I  could  prevent  it :  I  had  re- 
courfe  to  calomel,  which  in  twenty-four  hours  made  my 
mouth  a  little  tender,  and  I  remained  for  fome  time  after- 
wards neither  fearing  nor  feeling  a  return  of  it.  We 
have  found  no  remedy  befides  mercury  of  much  confe- 
quence  in  the  confirmed  ftages  of  this  difeafe,  but  fuch  a 
quantity  as  was  fufficient  to  obviate  it  on  its  approach 
would  have  been  far  from  fufficient  to  cure  it  in  its  more 
advanced  ftate. 

I  may  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  my  con- 
jectures on  the  effect  of  bathing  in  the  nitric  acid  for  this 
fever,  to  the  teft  of  experience  :  it  is  I  acknowledge  an 
eafy  matter  to  make  conjectures ;  I  mention  them  meYely 
as  fuch,  and  I  gladly  difmifs  them  :  while  the  benighted 
traveller  is  allured  by  fome  glimmerings  of  light,  he  is 
but  too  often  led  the  farther  from  the  path  that  he  feeks 
to  purfue.  C. 


LETTER  IV. 

Bombay^  Auguji  $th,  1797. 
SINCE  the  publication  of  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  laft 
month,  I  have  feen  a  cafe  of  lues  venerea  cured  by  bathing 
in  the  diluted  nitric  acid,  that  affords  me  the  moft  fatit- 
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factory  evidence  of  its  great  and  truly  furprifing  efficacy 
for  that  difeafe. 

A  young  man  to  whom  I  had  given,  for  fymptoms  of 
fyphilis,  three  different  courfes  of  mercury  in  the  fpace  of 
eight  months,  with  all  the  care  that  I  could  employ^ 
found  himfelf  relapfe  in  a  fhort  time  after  each  of  them, 
From  the  laft  courfe  his  mouth,  which  was  very  fore,  had 
hardly  recovered  before  his  nocturnal  pains  were  renewed, 
his  headaches  returned,  and  fwellings  in|fcvcral  parts 
made  their  appearance,  his  joints  became  ftiff,  fo  that  he 
Could  hardly  crawl  from  one  chair  to  another,  his  arms 
were  affected  in  a  fimilar  way  to  his  legs,  and  one  of  them 
remained  perfectly  immoveable ;  but  a  few  days  ago  he 
was  indeed  a  very  wretched  creature. 

On  the  26th  of  laft  month  I  made  him  immerfe  his 
legs  and  part  of  his  thighs,  for  an  hour  in  the  morning, 
and  an  hour  in  the  evening,  in  a  wooden  vefTel,  which 
contained  water  fo  much  acidulated  with  the  nitric  acid 
that  the  fkin  could  fcarcely  bear  it  without  uneafinefs. 
In  two  days  afterwards  he  could  make  ufe  of  his  rigid 
arm ;  in  the  fpace  of  four  days  the  pains  had  left  both  his 
arms,  his  head,  and  one  of  his  legs  ;  for  three  days  more 
the  pain  in  the  other  leg  continued  to  decreafe,  and  on 
the  fourth  it  nearly  went  away  ;  he  is  already  without 
pain  or  complaint,  and  I  believe  could  walk  a  mile  with- 
out uneafinefs.  He  began  the  ufe  of  the  nitric  acid  in  a 
ftate  of  great  defpondency  of  mind,  but  he  no  fooner  felt 
the  good  effects  of  it,  than  his  fpirits  returned,  and  now, 
trufting  to  the  remedy,  he  kept,  of  his  own  accord,  his  arms 
and  thighs  wet  with  the  acidulous  water,  during  the  time 
that  his  legs  remained  immerfed  in  it. 

I  have  attended  very  carefully  to  the  progrefs  of  this 
cafe,  which  before  had  vexed  me  fo  often-  and  it  is  impof- 
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fible  for  me  not  to  believe  that  the  whole  of  the  extraor- 
dinary and  fudden  relief  has  arifen  from  the  abforption  of 
the  nitric  acid  by  the  Ikin.    As  the  fame  acidulous  water 
will  anfwer  for  a  long  time,  I  now  find  that  a  fmallcr 
quantity  of  acid  will  cure  the  difeafe,  when  applied  to 
the  fkin,  than  would  cure  it  when  taken  into  the  ftomach. 
May  not  the  greater  part  of  the  pure  air  of  the  acid,  when 
taken  inwardly,  be  let  loofe  in  the  inteftinal  canal,  and 
its  good  effect,  be  loft  on  the  fyftem  ?  This  opinion  fecms 
to  be  confirmed  by  all  the  trials  that  i  have  made  to  dif- 
engage  pure  air  in  the  primae  viae  :  among  other  trials,  I 
have  given  confiderable  quantities  of  nitre,  mixed  with 
alum,  in  pills,  but  without  producing  any  material  effeel:, 
nor  were  my  efforts  with  manganefe  more  fuccefsful.  I 
leave  the  caufe  to  be  afcertained  by  future  experience,  but 
from  the  few,  although  decifive  cafes,  that  I  have  already 
feen,  I  do  fuppofe  that  bathing  in  the  nitric  acid,  properly 
diluted  with  water,  is  ftill  more  effectual  than  its  inter- 
nal ufe,  and  that  either  way  of  adminiftering  it  is  to  be 
preferred  to  mercury,  as  more  powerful,  and  entirely 
harmlefs. 

I  believe  that  the  nitric  acid  will  foon  be  applied 
for  the  relief  of  a  variety  of  diforders.  In  a  few  years  I 
think  that  mercury,  as  a  remedy  for  lues  venerea,  will 
be  banifhed  by  this  acid  ;  and  in  fome  of  my  dreams  for 
the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  man,  I  even  ima- 
gine that  the  poifon  of  fyphilis  may  in  a  great  meafurc 
be  extinguiflied  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  not  by  the  ef- 
forts of  the  rnagiftrate,  but  by  an  agent  like  this,  fafe, 
fimple,  and  efficacious.  C. 
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;  As  the  fubftance  of  the  4th  Letter  of  Mr.  Scott  has  ap, 
.  peared  in  two  extracts  in  the  Monthly  Magazine,  and 
as  a  number  of  copies  of  the  letter  itfelf  have  been  dif- 
perfed  through  Great  Britain,  all  that  can  now  be  done 
is  to  publifh  the  following  retractation.  Editor. 

Dear  Sir,  Bombay,  061.  20,  1797. 

When  I'  wrote  you  in  Auguft,  I  fent  you  a  copy  of 
three  more  letters  that  I  had  publifhed  here,  on  the  ni- 
tric acid,  and  I  expreffed  a  defire  that  you  would  publifh 
them,  as  you  had  already  done  me  the  favour  to  publifh 
the  firft  letter.  Should  it  not  be  too  late,  I  now  beg  of  you 
not  to  allow  the  fourth  or  laft  letter  to  be  publifhed,  as 
I  am  now  of  opinion,  that  I  have  probably  attributed  too 
powerful  effects  againft  fyphilis  to  the  nitric  bathing.  I 
did  not  follow,  in  this  laft  letter,  the  cautious  conduct 
that  I  did  in  the  reft,  by  waiting  for  a  fufficient  experi- 
ence on  the  fubject.  My.  firft  trials  of  the  bath  were 
very  encouraging,  but  fome  fince  that  time  have  been  lefs 
fo.  Whether  I  am  to  attribute  this  to  the  inefficacy  of 
the  acid  in  this  form  in  fome  cafes,  or  to  the  way  that  I 
have  lately  ufed  it,  I  do  not  yet  know.  When  I  ufed  it 
at  firft,  with  fo  much  advantage,  I  employed  frefh  acid 
for  every  bathing,  and  then  I  only  kept  the  legs  wet  for 
a  few  hours  daily.  I  have  fmce,8  and  with  lefs  fuccefs, 
immerfed  the  legs  in  the  acidulous  water,  employing  the 
,fame  water  for  many  days  together..  The  matter  de- 
ferves  farther  attention,,  but  till  this  can  be  given,  I  beg 
of  you,  if  in  your  power,  to  prevent  the  publication  of 
the  fourth  letter,  which  fpeaks  fo  confidently  of  the  ef- 
fects of  the  nitric  bath. 

The  good  effects  of  the  acid,  efpecially  in  fyphilis, 
when  taken  internallv,  I  fee  daily  confirmed,  and  I  at 
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faft  believe,  that  nd  cafe  can  refill  it,  when  properly  ad- 
miuiltered  for  a  fufficient  time.  Thofe  melancholy  Situ- 
ations, where  mercury  affords  but  a  temporary  relief  for 
that  difeafe,  feem  to  occur  more  commonly  here  than  in 
Europe.  In  all  thofe  cafes,  I  find  the  acid  an  effectual 
remedy,  and  in  my  own  hands,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of 
others,  it  has  already  been  a  great  Wetting  to  many. 
*"While  I  have  the  fatisfaction  of  feeing  my  opinion  of  it 
confirmed  by  the  happy  experience  of  every  day,  I  feel  a 
little  anxious  refpe£ting  the  decifions  of  the  medical 
world  in  Europe,  for  your  difeafes  are  fo  different  from 
ours,  and  the  human  body  fo  altered,  by  climate,  that  it 
is  dangerous  to  advance  far  from  reafoning  or  analogy; 

Although  I  have  not  yet  brought  myfelf  to  believe 
that  the  acid  is  inefficacious  externally,  ftill  my  hopes 
are  a  little  diminiflied,  and  I  am  fearful,  that  by  promis- 
ing too  much  on  one  occafion,  I  may  diminilh  my  credit 
where  I  think  Ideferve  it.  Thefe  are  my  motives  for 
troubling  you  at  prefent.  If  at  any  time  I  can  be  of 
fcrvice  to  you  in  this  country,  in  your  fearch  after 
knowledge,  it  will  give  me  pleafure. 

Believe  me  to  be,  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  fervant, 

W.  Scott. 

Dr.  BeddoeSj  Clifton^  near  BriJloL 


Dear  Sir,  Spithead,  Dec.  4,  1797. 

IMMEDIATELY  on  receiving  your  laft  part  of 
Confiderations  on  Air,  &c.  I  communicated  the  fuccefs 
of  Mr.  Scott's  practice  in  \\11s  venerea  by  nitric  acid,  as 
there  narrated,  to  many  of  my  medical  acquaintance  j 
three  cafes,  treated  in  this  manner,  were  quickly  cured 
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by  Dr.  Huggan,  Surgeon  to  the  Weft  Kent  Regiment, 
and  to  thefe  I  allude,  in  my  letter  to  Dr.  Rollo.  Vide 
his  work  on  Diabetes. 

In  the  months  of  March  and  April,  three  cafes  were 
cured  by  Dr.  Browne,  Surgeon  of  the  Royal  Sovereign, 
the  flag-Ihip  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.  Gardner,  Bart.  I 
have  herewith  the  pleafure  to  communicate  three  cafes,  as 
tranfmitted  to  me  during  our  laft  cruize,  by  Dr.  Browne  ; 
he  is  one  of  our  moft  able  and  experienced  furgeons,  and 
his  authority  in  this  department  defervedly  high.  I  faw 
thefe  men,  while  under  medicine,  in  the  fick  birth  of  the 
Royal  Sovereign  ;  and  I  perceive  there  is  one  circum- 
ftance  which  my  friend  Browne  has  forgot.  In  one 
of  the  patients,  fevere  lymptoms  of  fcurvy  appeared, 
during  the  ufe  of  the  acid.  nitr.  fo  much  fo,  that  the 
Doctor  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  for  fome  time,  and  had 
recourfe  to  the  citric  acid,  till  the  fcorbutic  complaints 
yielded,  and  the  cure  was  compleated  afterwards  by  the 
acid,  nitros.  The  feamen  are  at  this  moment  in  perfect 
health.- 

Royal  Sovereign,  off"  VJbant,  OSlober  21,  1797. 
case  1. 

Tyson  Wilson,  feaman,  aged  about  30,  was  the  firft 
patient  on  whom  the  acid  was  tried :  he  had  contracted  a 
venereal  complaint,  about  four  years  before,  at  Liverpool, 
and  undergone  a  regular  courfe  of  mercury,  by  which  he 
was  apparently  cured.  But  from  that  time  he  had  been 
frequently  attacked  with  what  was  deemed  rheumatifm, 
and  was  once  fent  to  Haflar  Hofpital  for  this  difeafe.  Suf- 
pecting  a  lurking  virus,  I  had  frequently  adminiftered  mer- 
cury, fo  as  to  excite  ptyalifm,  and  continued  it  for  fome 
time.    A  courfe  of  this  kind,  with  decoct,  lignor.  had 

been 


(    »9  ) 


been  tried  for  near  four  weeks,  without  any  apparent  acU 
vantage  whatever ;  fo  that  when  he  began  to  take  the 
acid,  he  had  large  nodes  on  the  tibia  of  each  leg*  To  ex- 
quifitely  fenfible,  that  the  flighteft  touch  made  him  cry 
out ;  a  large  glandular  fwelling  under  his  chinf  ulcerated 
and  difcharging  a  thin,  acrid,  greenifh,  foetid  matter; 
nodes  beginning  on  his  arms  j  fwellings  in  the  joints  of 
the  fingers ;  copper-coloured,  dry,  crufty  fcabs  over  his 
head  ;  conftant  fever  ;  high  coloured  urine  ;  no  appetite  ; 
nocturnal  pains,  fo  fevere,  that  two  grains  of  opium  fel- 
dom  procured  him  an  hour's  reft ;  hectic  fweats,  and 
very  great  debility. 

It  w£s  my  intention  to  have  fent  him  again  to  Haflar 
Hofpital,  when  you  put  Doctor  Beddoes'  firft  ac- 
count of  the  nitric  acid  into  my  hands  j  I  thought  him 
a  proper  fubject.  .Mercurial  medicines  were  imme- 
diately left  off,  and  I  procured  fome  of  the  beft  nitrous 
acid,  to  be  found  in  Portfmouth.  He  began  by  taking  a 
mixture  of  feventy  drops,  in  a  quart  of  water,  by  wine 
glafsfuls,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four  hours.  Having 
heard  me  converfing  in  the  fick  birth  with  the  young 
gentlemen,  concerning  this  new  medicine,  he  was 
ftrongly  prepoflelTed  in  its  favour ;  and  like  a  true  failor, 
thought  the  more  he  could  take  the  better,  and  the  fooner 
he  mould  get  well ;  fo  that  at  fix  o'clock,  our  ufual  hour 
of  vifiting  the  fick,  his  bottle  was  empty.  I  was  rather 
difpleafed  at  his  hurry,  but  as  he  felt  no  uneafinefs  about 
his  ftomach,  comforted  myfelf  that  he  had  not  taken  too 
much.  Next  day  I  encreafed  the  quantity  to  ninety  drops, 
and  every  day  afterwards  added  twenty  drops,  till  he  took 
two  hundred  and  twenty,  which  I  found  as  much  as  his 
ftomach  could  bear. 

On  enquiring  how  he  was  the  morning  after  the  firn: 
bottle  3  he  faid  he  had  been  in  heaven,  (his  own  phrafe) 
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all  night,  that  he  had  fix  hours  flcep,  and  felt  much 
ftouter.  About  the  fixth  day,  I  think,  to  his  great  fur- 
prize  and  my  fatisfa&ion,  he  could  allow  me  to  handle 
the  nodes  freely,  fo  much  was  their  fenfibility  diminifhed. 
In  fhort  the  cure  went  on  as  favourably  as  could  be 
wifhed,  the  abfeefs  healed,  the  nodes  gradually  difappearedj 
and  in  twenty-eight  days,  on  the  14th  of  May,  he  re- 
turned to  his  duty,  a  ftronger  and  healthier  man  than  he 
had  been  for  four  years  before.  The  only  inconvenience 
he  experienced  during  the  ufe  of  the  acid  was  an  ardor 
win*,  for  which  he  drank  linfeed  tea.  He  often  com- 
plained that  he  had  too  much  appetite,  and  that  he  had 
not  time  enough^  during  the  night,  for  {leep.  Since  his 
difchafge  from  the  lift,  he  has  enjoyed  uninterrupted 
good  health,  notwithftanding  our  having  been  almoft  con- 
ftantly  at  fea  for  the  laft  fix  months. 

CASE  11. 

Philip  AusTiN,aged  twenty-nine,  had  long  laboured 
tinder  the  baneful  effects  of  the  venereal  virus  ;  failors 
feldom  complain  too  early  to  a  furgeon,  and  it  was  owing 
to  his  receiving  a  hurt*  that  I  firft  difcovered  his  com- 
plaint, for  which  he  was  put  under  a  courfe  of  mercury, 
&c.  I  learned  that  he  had  been  twice  falivated  for  the 
fame  difeafe,  once  in  London,  and  thought  himfelf  well. 
It  is  needlefs  to  particularize  the  various  changes  of  his 
cafe,  fuffice  it  to  fay,  when  he  began  to  take  the  acid,  his 
left  tefticle  was  difeafed,  very  much  enlarged,  adhered  to 
the  poftcrior  and  lower  part  of  the  fcrotum,  ulcerated  and 
difcharging  a  thin  foetid  matter  ;  large  hard  dry  fcabs  over 
his  legs,  thighs,  and  elbow  joints  ;  a  flight  paralytic  af- 
feftion  of  the  left  arm  and  eye-lid ;  an  incontinence  of 

urine, 
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urine,  and  on  catching  the  flighted  cold,  great  pains  in  his 
bones,  particularly  of  the  head. 

This  man  began  to  take  the  acid  about  the  fame  time 
with  Wilfon,  and  with  equal  good  effecl:.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  after  ufing  it  a  week,  the  dry  crufty  fcabs 
began  to  peel  off,  and  fome  of  the  large  difcharged  a  good 
conditioned  pus,  were  treated  as  iimple  purulent  ulcers 
and  healed  as  kindly.  The  ulcer  on  the  fcrotum  healed 
in  about  a  month ;  the  tefticle  was  fomewhat  reduced  in 
lize,  and  free  from  pain.  He  returned  to  his  duty  on  the 
firft  of  June.  His  ftomach  could  never  bear-  more  than 
one  hundred  and  feventy  drops  in  twenty-four  hours. 

About  three  weeks  after  he  returned  to  duty,  one  of 
the  larger!  fores  on  the  upper  part  of  the  leg  broke  out 
afrefh  ;  for  which  he  took  eight  bottles  more  of  the  acid 
drink;  it  healed,  and  he  has  ever  fince  enjoyed  good 
health. 

case  hi. 

John  Evans,  aged  twentyrthree,  had  venereal  ulcers 
in  his  throat ;  venereal  eruptions  over  his  breaft,  moulders, 
neck,  face,  and  head,  and  of  very  long  ftanding.  For 
thefe  he  was  put  under  a  courfe  of  acid.  nitr.  fimilar  to 
the  proceeding  cafes,  and  in  due  time,  like  them,  reco- 
vered perfect  health  and  ftrength. 

These  relations,  though  haftily  written,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  are  authentic. 

I  have  been  filent,  with  regard  to  diet ;  our  ftoreson 
fhip-board  admit  of  little  variety  ;  fago,  rice,  cocoa,  tea, 
and  fugar,  with  portable  broth,  and  occafional  fupplies  of 
vegetables  from  the  Medufa  hofpital  fhip  *,  conftitute  the 

*  The  Doftor  has  here  overlooked  thirteen  prime  jheep, 
jvhich  I  fcnt  to  the  Royal  Sovereign  during  the  fumnicr  cruize. 
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principal  diet  of  our  fick.  All  other  medicines  were  laid 
afide,  fo  that  every  beneficial  effect:  was  folely  derived 
from  the  acid,  nitros. 

The  world  is  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Beddoes  for  his 
indefatigable  exertions  to  afcertain  the  virtues  of  a  medi- 
cine,  which  promife,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  root  out  empirical 
impofture ;  it  will  give  me  fingular  pleafure  to  aid  his 
laudable  endeavours,  but  the  want  of  the  medicine  pre- 
vents me,  at  prefent,  from  extending  my  obfervation. 

(Signed)      Alex.  Browne. 
To  pr.  Trotter,  PJ;yfici«n  to  the  Fleet.. 

On  reading  your  laft  Reports  on  the  effects  of  nitr. 
acid,  it  is  very  pleafing  to  me  to  find  one  of  the  Royal 
Hofpitals  beginning  to  rear  its  head  in  this  grand  invefti- 
gation.  I  hope  the  example  of  young  Hammick  will  be 
quickly  followed  by  other  juvenile  enquirers,  in  thefe 
magnificent  inftitutions;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  it 
would  foon  demonftrate  what  I  have  always  thought, 
that  thefe  fplendid  charities  are  of  all  hofpitals  the  beft 
calculated  to  relieve  human  mifery,  to  promote  the  love 
of  fcience,  and  to  diffufe  knowledge.  The  prefent  is  a 
fubjec"r.  that  comes  with  peculiar  authority  from  the  prac- 
tice of  a  naval  furgeon,  for  a  naval  and  military  life  are 
likely  to  receive  more  benefits  from  it,  than  any  other  de- 
fcription  of  mankind. 

Various  caufes  have  oppofed  my  trials  of  this  new 
medicine}  but!  can  reckon  fix  or  feven  cures,  and  moft 
of  them  of  long  {landing.  In  fome,  mercury  had  been 
ufed  without  effect  j  in  others  the  acid  was  the  firfr.  anti- 
fyphilitic  medicine.  I  have  however  tried  it  in  a  few 
without  any  apparent  advantage.  Our  acid  was  marked 
citric  acid,  and  came  from  Apothecaries  Hall ;  but  I  hav<? 
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iufpi'cion  of  its  being  genuine.  Its  fpecific  gravity,  with 
pure  water,  was  in  the  proportion  of  1,420  to  2,000; 
this  I  fee  does  not  accord  with  Lavoifxer's  eftimate  ;  could 
it  be  adulterated  with  the  ponderous  fulphuric  acid  ?  We 
rnuft  be  very  much  on  our  guard,  about  the  preparation 
of  this  article  ;  there  will  be  a  thouiand  mouths  open  to 
expofe  its  failure  in  lues  venerea,  when  the  charge  ought 
to  lay  againft  fome  other  quarter,  and  it  is  devoutly  to 
be  wifhed  that  government  ihould  order  a  quantity  to  be 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  fome  able  and  faithful 
ehemift,  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy  and  army,  fuch  as  Mr. 
Cruikfhank,  at  Woolwich,  of  whofe  abilities  Dr. 
Rollo,  in  his  valuable  work  on  Diabetes,  has  recently 
given  abundant  teftimony. 

On  our  arrival  here  lately,  we  fent  two  patients  froin 
our  hofpital  fhip  to  Haflar,  that  had  been  three  weeks 
under  a  courfe  of  the  acid,  where  the  fymptoms  completely 
yielded  ;  fuch  as  large  fcabs  over  the  body,  pain  of  the 
forehead  and  nofe,  with  purulent  difcharge  from  the 
membrana  fchneideriana,  violent  no&urnal  pains,  &c.  of 
many  months  ftanding.  I  hziye  fince  been  informed  that 
the  difeafe  returned,  and  they  were  put  on  a  courfe  of 
mercury.  It  appears  to  me,  that  ten  days  more  on  the 
ufe  of  the  acid  would  have  fecured  thefe  men  from  any  fu- 
ture attack  ;  but  it  looked  too  much  like  experiment,  to 
keep  them  on  board  in  bad.  weather,  when  a  comfortable 
hofpital  was  at  hand. 

Since  the  fleet  arrived  here,  I  have,  been  defired  to 
yifit  a  female  patient,  who  received  the  infection  from 
her  hufband  four  years  ago.  She  had  taken  much  mer- 
cury at  different  times,  but  her  apothecary  thinks  not  fuf- 
ficient  for  a  perfect  cure.  It  had  however  affe&ed  her 
mouth  confiderably ;  yet  the  difeafe  recurred  under  dif- 
ferent forms.    She  was  weak  and  low  fpiritct'  had  no 
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reft  from  excruciating  night  pains  without  opium.  One 
node  on  the  left  tibia  became  an  open  fore,  and  healed 
up,  during  the  ufe  of  mercury  ;  me  had  another  on  the 
right  leg,  and  one  on  the  metacarpal  bones  of  each  hand, 
when  I  vifited  her.  It  appeared  a  fit  cafe  for  the  acid, 
^nd  the  common  nitrous  acid  cf  the  fhops  was  tried.  On 
the  fixth  day  of  taking  it  the  node  on  the  right  tibia  that 
was  inflamed,  and  feemed  faft  approaching  to  fuppuration, 
was  evidently  declining,  and  of  the  colour  of  the  fkin. 
It  is  now  the  tenth  day,  and  the  pain  of  that  leg  is  en- 
tirely gone  5  the  fwellings  on  the  wrifts  are  alfo  falling 
faft,  and  the  nocturnal  pains  are  moderate.  I  therefore 
prognosticate  a  favourable  ifliie,  and  a  fpeedy  cure. 

We  generally  find  an  increafe  of  appetite  from  this 
medicine  ;  at  fii'ft  it  alfo  promotes  fweat  and  urine.  A 
little  fugar  is  added  to  the  diluted  acid,  and  we  find  no 
inconvenience  from  the  patient  drinking  it  as  he  would 
lemonade. 

It  appears  to  me  that  careful  obfervers  will  foon  be 
able  to  feled~t  particular  cafes  of  lues,  that  will  juftify 
practice  in  'trufting  folely  to  the  nitric  acid  :  my  experi- 
ence "has  hitherto  been  too  confined  to  hazard  {peculation, 
and  from  the  numerous  trials  now  going  on  everywhere, 
there  is  no  need  of  leaving  the  fubjecT:  to  fuch  uncertainty. 
Accept  my  warmeft  thanks,  in  the  name  of  the  public 
fervice,  I  have  the  honour  to  reprefent  in  this  undertak- 
ing, for  extending  and  appreciating  the  difcovery,  that 
niuft  immortalize  Mr.  Scott.  You  will  abridge  the  la- 
bour of  the  naval  furgeon,  and  you  will  fave  the  feamen 
pf  Britain  from  premature  old  age  and  untimely  graves. 

The  fupervention  of  fcurvy,  in  one  of  Dr.  Browne's 
cafes,  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  fome  analogy  between  the  ac- 
tion of  mercury  and  nitrous  gas ;  for  we  have  always 
found  the  exhibition  of  mercury  very  hurtful  in  a  fcor- 
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butic  difpofition  of  body.  I  fee  no  proofs  of  its  impart- 
ing oxygene  to  the  fyftem,  unlefs  the  increafe  of  appetite 
may  be  called  fuch  j  but  future  experience  will  unfold 
many  interefting  and  curious  particulars  on  this  fubject  j 
yet  we  fee  that  it  is  highly  advantageous  after  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  and  probably  from  imparting  more  oxygene  to, 
the  metallic  oxyd  within  the  body. 

I  am  rather  hurried  in  fending  you  thefe  remarks,  for 
it  appears  from  a  paragraph  in  the  Monthly  Magazine 
j.hat  you  are  fending  your  Recent  Communications  tQ 
$he  printer,  and  J  hope  thefe  will  come  in  due  time. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

With  great  confideration, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

T.  Trotter, 

To  Dr.  Beddoes, 


De  ar  Sir,  Clifton,  December  17,  1797. 

IN  compliance  with  your  requeft,  I  fend  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  cafes  of  fyphilis,  in  which  I  have  employed 
the  nitrous  acid.  I  am  forry  they  are  not  more  decifive  ; 
but  they  undoubtedly  tend  to  confirm  the  reports  already 
given  of  its  powers  over  this  difcafe. 

With  every  good  wifh, 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  fincerely, 

A,  Carrick, 
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CASE  I. 

A.  B.  aged  forty-five,  a  carpenter,  received  the  ve- 
nereal infection  three  years  ago,  in  the  form  of  a  go- 
norrhoea and  chancre,  foon  after  followed  by  a  bubo, 
which  fuppurated.    By  the  direction  of  fome  empiric  he 
took  mercury  in  fufficient  quantity  to  remove  the  exi fl- 
ing fymptoms  ;  but  the  difeafe  foon  after  returning,  mer- 
cury was  repeatedly  adminiftered  the  length  of  falivation. 
Still  however  the  difeafe  remained  unfubdued,  and  liable 
to  break  out  at  fhort  intervals,  and  in  the  courfe  of  two 
or  three  years  he  has  taken  mercury,  according  to  his 
account,  fix  or  eight  different  times,  and  had  the  diforder 
in  every  fhape  of  ulcers  in  the  throat,  warts  on  the  penis, 
eruptions  on  the  fkin,  Sec.     In  July  laft,  about  two 
months  after  the  laft  ufe  of  mercury,  he  applied  to  me. 
He  was  at  that  time  affected  with  callous  ulcerations  in 
the  throat,  and  pain  and  rigidity  in  the  limbs  and  joints, 
preventing  fleep  and  motion  ;  but  the  moft  troublefome 
fymptom  was  a  node  on  the  left  fhin  bone,  the  fize  of  a 
large  walnut,  and  fo  extremely  painful,  that  the  weight 
of  his  flocking  was  almoft  infupportable,  and  the  flighteft 
touch  with  the  finger  made  him  cry  out.    When  I  con- 
fidered  the  man's  circumflances,  and  his  peculiar  liable- 
nefs  to  falivation  by  a  fmall  quantity  of  mercury,  I  began 
to  defpair  being  able  to  introduce  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
that  medicine  to  eradicate  the  virus  j  and  thinking  this  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  trying  the  powers  of  the  new 
remedy,  I  immediately  mixed  up  fix  drachms  of  nitrous 
acid,  which  I  happened  to  have  by  me,  with  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  water,  defiring  him  to  finifh  it  in  four  days. 
Eight  days,  however,  elapfed,  before  it  was  all  taken, 
owing  to  griping  and  pain  in  the  bowels  and  ftomach. 

He 
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He  then  informed  me  he  was  greatly  better,  and  had  been 
able  to  work  a  little  the  laft  two  days  •,  and  I  found,  to 
my  great  furprife,  that  not  only  the  ulcers  in  the  throat 
had  difappeared,  but  alfo  the  node  on  the  fliin  bone,  which 
tight  days  before  was  fo  prominent,  was  now  entirely 
gone,  and  little  or  no  pain  was  occafioned  by  prefling  the 
part.  He  continued  the  acid  three  weeks  longer,  having 
taken  in  all  twenty-four  drachms,  and  has  continued  ever 
fince  perfe&ly  free  from  complaint,  and  in  an  infinitely 
better  ftate  of  health  than  at  any  time  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  diforder. 

CASE  II. 

About  four  months  ago,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  or- 
dering the  nitric  acid,  for  a  gentleman  affected  with  cal- 
lous ulcers  in  the  throat,  pain  in  the  limbs,  and  general 
debility,  arifing,  as  he  fuppofed,  from  a  chancre  and  bubo, 
with  which  he  had  been  affe&ed  nine  months  before,  and 
for  which  he  had  taken  a  large  quantity  of  mercury,  but 
none  within  the  laft  four  or  five  months.  A  drachm  and 
a  half  of  the  acid  was  ordered  in  the  day.  In  twelve  days 
the  ulcerations  had  entirely  difappeared.  The  acid  was 
continued  a  month  longer,  in  the  dofe  of  a  drachm  in  the 
May,  and  he  has  ever  fince  remained  in  perfect  health. 

CASE  III. 

Abput  the  fame  time,  I  recommended  the  acid  to  a 
gentleman,  who  had  had  frequent  occafion  to  take  mer- 
cury in  very  large  quantities,  within  the  laft  three  years, 
particularly  laft  fpring,  when  he  underwent  a  long  courfe 
of  that  medicine,  under  the  direction  of  an  eminent  fur- 
geon  in  London.  Upon  examining  the  cafe,  I  was  in- 
clined 
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dined  to  believe  that  his  fears  were  groundlefs,  as  no  ulcer 
nor  other  venereal  fymptom  was  at  the  time  apparent : 
but  he  affured  me,  that  notwithstanding  the  ufe  of  bark 
and  other  tonics,  he  was  fenfible  of  the  fame  languor  and 
debility,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  particularly  the  fame  lowr 
nefs  of  fpirits,  which  had,  on  former  occafions.  uniformly 
accompanied  the  latent  exiftence  of  the  yirus  in  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  having  no  doubt  of  the  difeafe  being  about 
to  fhew  itfelf  again,  he  was  defirous  of  taking  more  mer- 
cury. I  ordered  the  nitric  acid,  in  the  dofe  of  a  drachm 
in  the  day,  taking  care  to  regulate  his  bowels,  which 
were  liable  to  purging,  by  laudanum.  About  a  month 
afterwards,  he  informed  me  his  complaints  were  entirely 
gone,  and  that  his  health  had  not  been  fo  perfect  for  up- 
wards of  three  years,  He  at  the  fame  time  informed  me 
his  gums  were  a  little  fore  (the  only  inftance  of  this  ef- 
fect, from  the  medicine,  I  have  obferved)  but  without 
ptyalifm  ;  and  probably  the  forenefs  was  only  accidental^ 
as  it  foon  went  off,  although  he  continued  the  acid  fome 
weeks  longer.    He  remains  in  perfect  health. 

Besides  thefe  cafes,  I  have  adminiftered  the  acid  in 
two  others  without  fuccefs :  candour,  however,  obliges 
me  to  declare,  that  in  one  of  them  it  had  by  no  means 
a  fair  trial.  This  was  a  cafe  of  recent  chancre,  in  which 
mercury  had  not  been  employed.  Two  drachms  of  the 
acid  were  ordered  in  the  day.  On  the  fixth  day  the 
chancre  had  become  rather  more  enlarged,  and  a  painfuj 
induration  and  fwelling  in  the  groin  was  obferved  the 
day  before,  which  feemed  to  increafe.  The  patient  be- 
came diffatisfied  with  the  remedy,  and  infifted  on  the  ex- 
hibition of  mercury,  which  I  could  not  in  confeience 
refift. 

The  other  was  likewife  a  cafe  of  recent  chancre, 
with  flight  gonorrhoea,    A  weak  folution  of  acetatcd  lead 

was 


a  half  of  the  acid,  to  be  taken  in  the  day.  This  was 
perfifted  in  for  a  fortnight,  without  any  amendment  of  the 
chancre,  and  the  patient  refufing  to  perfevere  any  longer* 
the  cure  was  completed  by  mercury.  The  gonorrhoea 
had  in  the  interim  fubfided. 

Upon  thefe  cafes  the  following  reflexions  fuggeft 
themfelves : 

i ft.  As  thofe  only  Were  cured,  in  which  mercury  had 
been  previoufly  ufed,  they  afford  no  pofitive  proof  of  the 
antifyphilitic  power  of  nitrous  acid,  although  it  is  ren- 
dered highly  probable,  by  the  time  that  had  elapfed  be- 
tween the  exhibition  of  the  mercury  and  the  acid  in 
cafes  i  ft  and  2d. 

2nd.  It  is  rendered  highly  probable,  that  where  the 
complaint  is  of  long  ftanding,  and  where  much  mercury 
has  been  ufed,  the  acid  produces  a  cure  more  fpeedily  than 
mercury  alone;  and  probably  would  effect  a  cure*  where 
mercury,  unaflifted,  could  not. 

3d.  In  fuch  cafes,  where  fome  of  the  mercury  previ- 
oufly taken  may  be  ftill  fuppofed  to  remain  in  the  bodyr 
it  remains  uncertain  whether  the  cure  is  effected  by  the 
direct  antifyphilitic  powers  of  the  acid,  or  by  its  tonic 
powers,  rendering  the  folids  more  fufceptible  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  mercury  $  or  by  the  combined  powers  of  two> 
antidotes  acting  on  the  dileafe  at  the  fame  time,  or  by 
fome  chemical  combination,  which  maypojfibly  take  place 
between  them  in  the  body. 

4th.  Judging,  from  my  own  limited  experience,  the 
acid  appears  better  adapted  to  cafes  of  long  ftanding  than 
primary  affections,  and  promifes  to  be  of  infinite  fervice, 
where  the  long  continued  exhibition  of  mercury  has 
Mb  debilitated  the  conftitution,  and  impaired  its  powers 
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over  the  virus,  and  where  a  cure,  as  fometimcs  happens, 
is  by  mercury  alone  impracticable. 

5th.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  nitric  is  in  any  re- 
fpect  preferable  to  the  nitrous  acid,  in  the  cure  of  this 
diforder. 


.  Extrafls  from  an  unpublijhed  French  Pamphlet,  en- 
titled "  Ext  rait  du  11  vol.  du  Trait e  Complet  fur  les 
Maladies  Syphilitiques,  par  F.  Swediaury  M.  D."  of 
which  the  original  was  furnified  by  the  politcnfs  of 
Mr.  Cruikjhank. 

#    Cit.  Alyon  read,  (the  7th  of  Meflidor,  year  5,)  a 
memoir  on  the  anti-venereal,  and  anti-pforic  properties  of 
oxygen.    4c  For  three  centuries,"  fays  the  author,  "  mer- 
cury has  been  tortured  in  a  thoufand  ways,  and  no  juft 
Ideas  of  its  action  on  the  animal  ceconomy  acquired.  It 
was  for  modern  chemiftry  to  explain  this  action."  It 
had  for  fome  time  been  prefumed,  that  mercurials  owe 
their  virtue  to  oxygen.    But  this  theory  required  to  be 
confirmed  by  incontrovertible  facts.    This  Cit.  Alyon 
has  done.  "  Who,"  fays  he, "  has  ever  thought  of  regard- 
ing the  mere  metal,  as  anti-venereal  ?  Is  it  not  known 
that  many  pounds  can  be  fwallowed  without  danger,  and 
without  effect  ?  But  now  when  we  know  mercury  to  be 
the  moft  oxydable  *  of  the  metals  ;  that  for  this  purpofe 
it  is  fufficient  to  agitate  it  in  the  air ;  that  the  faliva  will 
oxydate  it ;  and  that  on  the  other  hand  it  is  very  eafily 
d'f-oxydable — if  we  attend  to  the  facility  with  which 

*  This  is  falfc  in  every  fenfe.  Mercury  is  not  the  moft  eafiiy 
oxydatcd,  nor  does  it  ubforb  moil  oxygen.  Ed. 

oxygen 


(   3'  ) 


oxygen  unites  to  animal  fubftances — we  fliall  cafily  con- 
ceive how  all  mercurial  preparations  act.  Accordingly, 
to  difcover  a  powerful  anti-venereal,  we  have  only  to 
take  a  fubftance  that  contains  much  oxygen,  and  that 
oafily  yields  it  to  animal  matter." 

Hence  Cit.  Alyon  has  obtained  feveral  combinations 
of  oxygen,  which  he  has  employed  with  the  greateft  fuc- 
cefs  in  fyphilis.  He  contrived  an  ointment  fuperior  to 
the  blue  ointment  of  mercury,  and  which  has  produced 
the  fame  effects.  The  hyper-oxygenated  muriate  of  pot- 
afh  has  much  more  certainly,  and  more  fpeedily  healed, 
chancres  and  venereal  ulcers,  than  any  mercurial  hitherto 
employed.  In  the  military  hofpital  of  St.  Denys,  he  has 
made  feveral  experiments,  confirming  the  facts  he  has  ad- 
vanced. By  augmenting  the  dofes  of  his  oxygenated  oint- 
ment, he  has  effected  the  fame  falivation,  fwelling  of  the 
tonfils  and  diarrhoea  that  are  produced  by  pufhing  mer- 
curial frictions  to  excefs.  Such  experiments  cannot  be 
too  much  repeated.  They  tend  to  improve  and  render 
rational  the  treatment  of  fyphilis. 

From  among  the  facts  related  by  Cit.  Alyon  I  fliall 
quote  two.  They  feem  to  confirm  his  opinion  of  the 
greater  promptitude  and  efficacy  of  oxygen  in  comparifon 
with  mercurials.  This  metal  he  regards  as  an  impedi- 
ment to  oxygen,  which  alone  he  affirms  to  be  medicinal, 
when  the  treatment  confifts  in  frictions. 

CASE  I. 

A  man,  aged  thirty-eight,  had  herpetic  ulcers  on  his 
hands  and  feet,  and  on  one  of  his  cheeks.  He  bathed 
three  days,  Cit.  Alyon  then  had  the  ulcerated  parts  rubbed 
cwiee  or  thrice  with  half  a  drachm  of  oxygenated  un- 
guent.   They  fkinned  over  in  eleven  days  j  nor  has  the 

patient 
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patient  fince  experienced  any  fuch  effects  of  metaftafis 
(vulgarly  repulfion)  aS  ufually  are  produced  by  the  topi- 
cal remedies  ufed  in  thefe  affections.  It  cannot,  fays 
Citi  Alyon^  be  admitted  that  the  oxygenated  muriate 
acts  as  an  aftringent  repellent  *,  fmce  it  affuages,  as  by 
enchantment,  the  fharp  pain  of  the  affected  parts. 

CASE  Hi 

A  soldier,  had  a  fore,  an  inch  in  fize;-  on  the  velum  pen- 
dulum palati.  He  had  ineffectually  taken  Van  Swieten's 
folution  for  forty  days.  He  touched  the  fore  thrice  a  day 
with  folution  of  hyper-oxygenated  muriate,  and  in  feven 
days  it  was  quite  well. 

Doctor   Swediaur,   after  reciting  Mr.  Scott's 
land  Mr.  Gruikjhank*  s  obfervations,  addsi    I  have  ex- 
ternally employed  with  fuccefs  oxygenated  axunge  in 
two  cafes  of  primitive  venereal  ulceration  on  the  glans 
and  prepuce,  and  hyper-oxygenated  muriate  in  a  third. 
In  each  cafe  the  ulcers  were   recent.     They  were 
very  quickly  cured  without  any  other  application  or 
remedy.     In  all  the  other  cafes  of  gonorrhoea,  or  pri- 
mary venereal  ulcer,  in  which  I  have  employed  oxy- 
gen externally,  it  appeared   to  render   the  difcharge 
thicker,  milder  and  whiter;    It  evidently  expedited  the 
Cure.    I  warned  all  my  patients  to  apprize  me  without 
delay,  if  the  fymptoms  fhould  return,  or  any  appearances 
of  a  general  affection  arife. 

I  have  employed  nitrous  acid  internally,  in  various 
Cafes  of  general  fyphilitic  affection.  The  fymptoms'  dif- 
appeared,  and  in  one  cafe,  where  mercury  had  been  em- 
ployed without  fuccefs.    All  the  patients  had  an  increafe 

*  Rcpercujif  aftringent.  This  cxpreflion  fliews  the  wretched 
ftate  of  medical  theory  among  fomc  of  the  latcft  writers  in  France. 
Ed* 
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of  appetite.  Two  or  three  experienced  a  flight  afFe&ion 
of  the  falivary  glands.  In  one  there  appeared  aphtha  in 
the  mouth.  Two  patients  complained  of  griping  for  a 
few  days.  But  all  thefe  fymptoms  difappeared  of  them- 
felves. — In  all  thefe  cafes  I  ufed  nitric  acid,  at  thirty  de- 
grees. I  have  never  given  above  one  hundred  and  thirty 
grains  a  day. 

In  a  note,  Dr.  Swediaur  fays,  that  Dr.  Fourcroy  finds 
that  oxygenated  (rancid)  axunge  kills  mercury  much 
iboner  than  recent.  Copper  is  quickly  oxydated  by  axunge 
fubjec"ted  to  the  action  of  nitric  acid. 


Sir,  Weymouth^  January  8,  1798* 

A  SHORT  time  fince,  I  was  (hewn  a  printed  letter,  cir* 
culated  by  you,  recommending  a  trial  of  the  nitrous  acid 
in  venereal  cafes,  and  which,  from  the  manner  you  fpoke 
of  it,  I  was  determined  to  do  in  the  firft  Convenient 
cafes  that  mould  occur.  From  fome  medical  friends  in 
town,  I  find  that  their  principal  reliance  on  this  medicine 
is  in  recent  cafes  only,  but  the  cafe  I  ha-ve  now  the  ho- 
nour of  relating  to  you  mews,  that  great  effects  may  be 
expected  in  the  moft  inveterate  fymptoms. 

On  my  mentioning  your  letter  to  a  regimental  fur- 
geon  here,  he  requefted  me  to  view  a  man  then  in  his 
hofpital,  to  fee  if  I  thought  him  a  proper  fubject  for  a  trial 
of  the  acid.  The  patient  was  a  private  foldier  of  the 
Oxford  Blues,  and  being  unable  to  march  with  his  regi- 
ment, When  they  left  our  camp,  he  was  fent  to  this  place, 
under  the  care  of  the  above  gentleman.  This  mart  w:is 
firft  attacked  with  chancres  in  the  ufual  way,  and  which, 
from  his  not  applying  -for  relief  in  due  time,  fpread  ra- 
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pidly ;  venereal  ulcers  and  blotches  alfo  appeared  in  othe£ 
parts  of  his  body,  particularly  the  perineum  and  groin ; 
when  I  faw  him  the  difeafe  had  exifted  between  four  and 
five  months,  he  was  then  a  mocking  object,  his  face  and 
neck  being  covered  with  ulcers  of  that  peculiar  appear- 
ance which  always  marks  the  venereal  difeafe,  one  large 
one  in  particular  nearly  furrounded  the  orbit  of  the  left 
eye,  rendering  the  bone  carious.    Bark,  opium,  cicuta, 
mercury,  in  all  its  forms,  &c.  had  been  tried,  feparate  and 
together,  without  producing  the  leaft  good  effect,  or  at 
all  Hopping  the  progrefs  of  the  ulcers  ;  he  was  fo  much 
emaciated,  that  he  was  unable  to  move  without  affiftance, 
and  we  expected  that  death  would  foon  relieve  him  from 
his  torments. — We  direct!  v  began  the  acid,  omitting  every 
thing  elfe  ;  during  the  firft  four  or  five  days  he  evidently 
grew  worfe,  but  after  that  time  his  amendment,  was  won- 
derful, and  in  about  three  weeks  from  the  firft  ufe  of  the 
medicine,  he  was  fo  far  recovered,  as  to  be  able  to  go  as 
an  outfide  paflenger  on  the  coach,  to  join  his  regiment. 
It  was  alfo  ufed  with  fuccefs  on  another  man  who  could 
not  bear  mercury.    I  tried  it  in  a  very  bad  and  foul  ulcer 
on  the  leg,  not  venereal  j  and  it  evidently  was  of  great 
fervice. 

I  have  found  confiderable  difficulty  in  keeping  my 
patients  a  fufficient  length  of  time  in  the  ufe  of  this  re- 
medy, owing  to  the  tedioufnefs  of  fucking  it  through  a 
tube;  if  a- more  convenient  method  could  be  obtained,  it 
would  certainly  be  a  means  of  making  it  more  general. 

I  remain,  &c. 

Stephen  P.  Bryer. 

To  Dr.  Beddoes. 
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It  may  not  be  ufelefs  to  obferve,  that  immediately  be- 
fore the  following  letter  was  written,  I  had  tranfmitted 
to  Dr.  Geach,  a  paper  which  had  juft  been  circulated., 
As  Dr.  Geach  evidently  alludes  to  that  paper,  I  have 
inferted  it  here : 

TO  MEDICAL  GENTLEMEN. 

No.  69,  Great  Rujfel-Jlreet^  Bloomjlury-fquare^ 

Oftober  16,  1797. 

SEVERAL  refpe&able  phyficians  and  furgeons  have 
pofitively  affirmed,  that  nitrous  acid  and  other  fubftances 
of  analogous  conftitution,  are  a  certain  and  fpeedy  re- 
medy againft  the  lues  venerea :  To  eftablifli  this  point, 
many  rnftances  of  cures  in  the  early  ftage  of  that  difeafe 
have  been  attefted.  But,  as  the  fuccefs  of  experiments 
made  in  recent  and  doubtful  cafes,  which  might  perhaps 
have  terminated  happily  by  other  means,  and  without  the 
adminiftration  of  mercury,  are  unfuitable  proofs  of  the 
efficacy  of  a  fuppofed  anti-venereal  remedy,  it  has  been 
judged  fit  to  invite  practitioners  to  make  trial  of  thefe 
medicines  in  more  inveterate  cafes ;  where  well-marked 
blotches,  nodes,  ulcerated  fauces,  and  other  chara&eriftic 
fymptoms  of  a  genuine  fyphilis  appear :  Thofc  patients 
who  have  not  u(ed  mercury,  or  who  may  have  employed 
it  long  ago,  and  had  a  relapfe  of  their  complaints,  are  the 
moft  unexceptionable  for  this  purpofe.  We  have  been 
informed  that  "  above  one  hundred  bad  cafes  ftand  at- 
tefted as  cured  beyond  all  reafonable  doubt :"  But,  on 
impartially  examining  the  evidence  brought  forward  re- 
fpe&ing  them,  there  is  ground  to  conclude,  that  this  de- 
claration has  not  been  verified  by  legitimate  examples. 

The  hopes  of  experimenters  arc  fanguine  ;  the  public 
.mind  continues  in  fufpenfe  ;  the  matter  in  queftion  is  of 
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very  great  importance,  and  cannot  foon  be  decided  by  th* 
obfervations  of  an  individual :  For  thefe  reafons,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, no  umbrage  will  be  given  by  this  mode  of  folicit- 
ing  gentlemen  to  employ  the  new  medicines,  in  une- 
quivocal cafes  of  confirmed  fyphilis  ;  and,  if  they  do  not 
wifh  to  conceal  the  refult  of  their  experience  from  the 
world,  to  fend  fuch  reports  as  they  may  pleafe  to  commu- 
nicate, either  to  the  editor  of  this  letter,  at  his  own  houfe ; 
or  directed  (for  him)  to  Mr.  Callow,  Bookfeller,  Crown- 
court,  Windmill-ftreet,  near  Golden-fquare  ;  or  to  Mr. 
Cox,  Bookfeller  in  St.  Thomas's-ftreet,  Borough. 

If  any  of  thefe  communications  fhould  be  deemed  in- 
applicable to  the  fubjeft  intended  to  be  iliuftrated,  they 
will  be  returned  to  their  refpective  authors,  and  omitted 
in  the  publication  announced  on  the  oppofite  page. 

William  Blair. 

The  compliment  which  the  author  of  this  paper  has 
paid  me,  by  imitating  me  in  the  meafure  of  a  circular  let- 
ter, fhall  not  prevent  me  from  remarking  an  inaccuracy 
in  the  firft  fentence — an  inaccuracy  of  fa£t,  I  mean.  No 
other  would  be  worth  notice.  Few,  if  any,  of  the  perlbns 
to  whom  he  alludes,  have  generally  affirmed  the  fub- 
ilances  in  queftion  to  be,  "  certain  and  fpeedy  remedies 
againft  the  lues  venerea."  They  relate  their  obferva- 
tions, call  upon  others  to  make  trials,  and  wait  in  fuf- 
penfe  the  final  refult. 

The  firft  fentence  of  the  fecond  paragraph  may 
afford  an  inftructive  leflbn  to  maxim-mongers.  The 
hopes  of  experimenters  are  /anguine — true.  But  the  hopes 
tf  experimenters  are  alfo  not  fanguine.  Either  propofition 
is  right  or  wrong,  as  it  is  applied.  The  felicity  of  its 
application  to  the  Plymouth  experimenters,  whofe  obfer- 
vations form  fo  large  a  portion  of  the  exffting  evidence-, 
is  well  iliuftrated  by  Dr.  Geach's  letter,  in  which  he  fays,, 
2  that 
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that  he  entered  upon  the  ufe  of  nitrous  acid  with  a  feeling 
of  diftruft,  almoft  of  contempt.  Will  the  writer  fatten  his 
reproach  on  the  Woolwich  experimenters  ?  Or  does  he 
only  mean,  that  there  have  been,  fince  the  world  began, 
inftances  of  fanguine  experimenters,  though  the  principal 
perfons  engaged  in  this  enquiry  were  either  not  fanguine, 
or  remarkably  fceptical  ?  Or  what  is  it  he  would  have 
with  his  maxim? — The  public  mind  continues  in  fufpenfe. 
Meafures,  however,  as  the  author  probably  knew,  had  al- 
ready been  taken  to  put  an  end  to  this  fufpenfe,  and  I  am 
glad  that  he  has  promifed  to  join  his  endeavours.  The 
reporters,  no  doubt,  will  thank  him  to  fhew  that  the 
cafes,  adduced  here  and  elfewhere,  are  illegitimate.  They 
will  put  up  with  the  ftiame  for  the  fake  of  the  inftru&ion. 
Editor. 


Dear  Sir,  Royal  Hofpital,  Nov.  4,  1797. 

ALTHOUGH,  when  I  fent  to  you  my  laft  letter  and 
report,  concerning  the  nitrous  acid,  I  had  not  feen  its 
power  to  remove  venereal  eruptions,  yet  I  have  fince  ob- 
ferved  its  efficacy  in  two  inftances,  and  feveral  with  go- 
norrhoea have  been  cured  by  its  internal  ufe,  and  by  in- 
jecting, after  the  inflammation  was  gone,  and  the  dif- 
charge  began  to  thicken,  with  the  nitrous  acid,  well  di- 
luted. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  add,  that  fince  the  thirteen 
cafes  were  tranfmitted,  thirty  patients,  with  buboes, 
chancres,  and  excoriations,  have  been  cured  folely  by  ni- 
trous acid,  whofe  cafes  Mr.  Hammick,  junior,  is  about  to 
bring  forward  to  you  j  and  fo  convinced  are  we  now  of  its 
efficacy,  that  mercury,  in  fuch  cafes,  has  been  but  little 
ufed  in  this  hofpital  fince  the  nitrous  acid  was  adopted  ; 
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arid  if  we  are  notdifappointed  in  future,  it  will  be,  perhaps, 
further  difcontinued.  Befides  the  firmnefs  and  foftnefs 
of  the  cicatrices,  we  have  obferved  that  the  fallow  tinge  of 
the  countenance,  attendant  on  infection,  has  difappeared 
with  the  more  prominent  fymptomsof  thisdifeafe.  How- 
ever, we  have  alfo  remarked,  that  a  certain  quantity  of 
the  nitrous  acid  muft  be  adminiftered  before  the  venereal 
appearances  vanifh — but  this  certain  quantity  we  have 
not,  as  yet,  been  able,  exactly  to  afcertain  :  neither  do 
we  fee  how  we  can  well  bring  this  experiment  to  the 
teft,  as  much  depends  on  conftitution,  whether  fcorbutic, 
or  fcrofulous,  much  on  the  nature  and  activity  of  the 
virus  itfelf,  and  much  on  the  climate,  as  that  of  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies.  Neither  can  it  appear  ftrange,  that  a 
certain  quantity  is  thus  required  to  fubdue  this  diforder, 
fince  we  often  find  that  feveral  ounces  of  quickfilver 
ointment  muft  be  ufed  before  the  fymptoms  yield,  or  the 
diforder  be  altogether  eradicated. 

If  therefore  we  do  riot  very  foon  fucceed  in  very  bad 
cafes,  we  ought  not  to  be  difcouraged,  and  give  up  this 
nitrous  medicine,  which,  for  want  of  experience,  we  may 
deem  inadequate.  It  will  be  but  candid  to  own,  that  in 
this  hofpital,  we  have  fometimes  been  in  doubt  and  fuf- 
penfe  when  the  cure  has  not  gone  on  fo  rapidly  as  we 
expected,  and  yet,  by  perfeverance,  the  end  at  laft  has 
been  obtained.  Many  practitioners,  who  have  not  fuch 
opportunities  as  we  have  in  this  public  and  great  hofpital, 
which  is  feldoni  without  fi'xty  or  feventy  patients  in  this 
diforder,  might  defpair  after  a  ten  weeks  trial,  might 
abandon  the  medicine,  and  ftigmatize  it.  In  fome  in- 
flances  we  ourfelves  have  defpaired,  efpecially  when  we 
firft  began  to  ufe  it,  and  even  difcontinued  it,  and  adopted 
the  friction,  but  the  friction  aggravating  the  diforder,  we 
jtetuxned  to  the  nitrous  acid  again,  and  fucceeded.    W c 
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have  obferved,  that  the  unction  affects  the  mouth  much 
fooner  after  the  nitrous  acid  has  been  taken  and  difcon- 
tinued,  but  this  effect  has  not  followed  the  nitrous  acid 
itfelf,  as  was  noticed  in  my  firft  letter. 

In  one  inftance,  after  the  nitrous  acid  had  been  long 
ufed,  and  fuch  a  trial  given  of  it,  as  to  tire  the  patience 
of  the  fick,  and  exercife  our  own,  a  very  fmall  chancre 
©n  the  glans,  which  for  feveral  weeks  remained  ftation- 
ary,  yielded  to  the  friction.  But  why  fo  fmall  an  ulcer 
fhould  refift  the  nitrous  acid,  and  very  large  and  fordid 
chancres  fubmit  to  it,  I  confefs  I  know  not — and  this 
circumftance,  already  alluded  to,  in  my  firft  letter,  has 
fince  been  confirmed  in  one,  and  but  one  inftance  ;  and 
this  incident  is  more  to  be  wondered  at,  becaufe  the  fymp- 
toms  attending  the  lues,  combined  both  with  fcurvy  and 
fcrofula,  have  been  cured  with  the  nitrous  acid,  and  a 
foul  bubo,  with  the  gland  enlarged  and  prominent,  has 
healed  up,  in  a  marine,  who  is  ftill  in  the  hofpital,  and 
in  good  health. 

Men  of  the  oppofite  opinion  concerning  this  medicine 
will  find  it  very  difficult  to  prove,  that  the  cafes,  fent  by 
Mr.  Hammick,  were  not  venereal.  We  have  proof 
enough  to  fubftantiate  the  facts,  or  if  not  deemed  enough, 
we  can  call  for,  and  obtain,  the  teftimonies  of  the  naval 
furgeons,  who  had  attended  the  patients  before  they  were 
fent  to  this  hofpital.  Thefe  men,  when  cured,  were  re- 
turned to  their  refpective  fhips,  and  none  were  fent  back, 
on  account  of  imperfect  cures. 

Several  eminent  practitioners,  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, were  induced  to  vifit  the  venereal  patients  when 
they  firft  entered  upon  this  nitrous  and  acid  plan  ;  have 
feen  them  when  their  cures  were  advancing,  and  when 
completed.  Could  all  thefe  practitioners  be  miftaken  in 
what  they  faw?  Will  the  judgment  of  the  naval  furgcon^ 
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be  impeached  ?  and  can  thofc  only  decide,  who  had  no 
opportunity  of  examining  any  of  the  patients,  or  be  the* 
arbitrators  in  this  matter  ?  Muft  fuch  pronounce  that  the 
diforder  of  fo  many  feamen  and  marines  was  miftaken, 
and  the  nitrous  acid  incompetent  ?  But  if  the  cafes  fo  de- 
fcribed,  fo  attefted,  and  tranfmitted  by  us  were  not  vene- 
real, it  will  be  matter  of  fatisfa&lon,  as  well  as  of  reproof, 
if  thofe  who  doubt,  would  name  the  diforder  that  could 
thus  mimick,  and  aflume  the  face  of  a  bubo,  a  chancre 
furrounding  the  prepuce,  a  mortified  penis,  and  diflemi- 
nated  eruptions.  If  it  be  faid  that  fcrofula  might  occa- 
fion  all  thofe  appearances,  or  fcurvy  combined  with  fcro- 
fula, then,  waving  the  power  of  the  nitrous  acid  to 
cure  the  lues,  let  us  rejoice  that  it  will  remove  another 
very  ftubborn  diforder. 

Although  I  have  noticed,  yet  I  will  not  here  bring 
forward  for  unerring  proof,  the  virtue  of  the  nitrous 
acid  in  gonorrhoea,  becaufe  a  notion  has  of  late  pre- 
vailed, that  gonorrhoea  will  cure  itfelf,  and  ceafe  of  its 
own  accord,  but  I  have  a  patient  now,  who  has  waited 
for  this  purpofe  full  fix  months,  in  hopes  of  his  diforder 
flopping,  as  the  clown  fat  down  by  the  river  fide,  expect- 
ing when  all  the  water  would  run  off. 

Let  us  not  fufpect  that  prejudice,  and  a  predominant 
acid*^  can  fpur  on  opponents  to  invalidate  matters  of  fact, 
fmce  all  our  endeavours  have  been  without  bias  or  acrU 
mony,  to  eftablifh,  as  far  as  we  went,  the  power  of  a 
new  medicine,  to  cure  an  old  and  ftubborn  diforder.  We 
have  indeed  been  fomcwhat  chagrined,  (and  what  we 
have  felt  within  ourfelves,  we  can  readily  pardon  in 
ethers)  when  we  have  been  unfuccefsful,  but  we  have 
jiot  been  provoked,  becaufe  we  were  not  the  firft  to  bring 

*  I  dare  not  attempt  to  corrcft  this  palpable  error  by  con- 
jefture.    Should  it :be  pride  ?  Ed, 


(   4i  ) 

this  medicine  into  vogue,  neither  have  we  been  envious 
at  the  rifing  reputation  of  othe-s,  nor  emulous  of  fame, 
nor  eager  after  fortune.  Where  we  have  been  certain^, 
we  have  been  bold,  and  when  in  doubt  we  have  been 
diffident. 

As  the  faculty,  at  home  and  abroad,  are  now  publicly 
folicited  to  afcertain,  with  all  poffible  precifion,  the  effi- 
cacy of  this  medicine  in  a  terrible  diforder,  which  for 
ages  has  yielded  to  no  medicine  hitherto  known  in  thefe 
regions  but  mercury,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  enquiry 
will  be  conducted  with  liberality  and  temper,  as  all  arc 
embarked  in  the  caufe  of  truth  very  interefting  to  the 
welfare  of  mankind.  If  tjiis  medicine,  by  united  endea- 
vours, and  obfervations,  ftiould  hereafter  be  found  fully 
adequate  to  the  removal  of  this  diforder,  in  every  ftage, 
it  will  be  happy  for  the  community  that  fuch  a  malady 
may  be  cured  without  any  injury  to  the  conftitution. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble,  and  obliged  fervant, 

Fra.  Geach, 


Royal  Hofpital,  Plymouth  y  November  14,  1797. 
Dear  Sir,  * 
I  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  fending  you  thirty-fix  cafes, 
which  I  believe  will  tend  to  corroborate  thofe  already 
tranfmitted,  and  have  the  pleafure  further  to  add,  that 
George  Hall,  who  was  the  firft  man  fent  to  the  hofpital, 
and  took  the  nitrous  acid  in  April,  and  was  difcharged  in 
May,  is  now  in  the  marine  barracks,  and  remains  per- 
fectly cured  of  his  diforder,  and  in  good  health.  Samuel 
Pope,  feaman,  Cafe  12,  in  the  former  Report,  was  fountf 
on  the  10th  of  September.    John  Fail,  feaman,  Cafe  13, 
jn  the  prefent  Report,  had  no  return  of  any  venereal 
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fymptoms  on  the  6th  of  November.  James  Deacon, 
Cafe  9,  now  fent,  was  well  on  the  ioth  inftant ;  aad 
Robert  Harris,  Cafe  13,  lall  publifhed,  who  had  taken  on 
the  28th  day  of  Aug.  when  his  cafe  was  tranfmitted,  164 
drachms  of  the  nitrous  acid,  was  difcharged  from  this 
Jhofpital  on  the  13th  of  October,  after  his  bubo  had  been 
-perfectly  found  a  fortnight,  and  his  health  reinftated : 
the  fum  total  of  the  nitrous  acid  taken  by  this  man  was 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  drachms. 

.  Having  brought  forward  the  prefent  cafes  in  proof 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  nitrous  acid,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
prefumption  to  add,  that  the  fulpburic  or  viiriolic  acid  has 
tome  claim  to  the  attention  of  the  public  ;  as  it  has  fuc- 
ceded  in  the  cafes  annexed,  I  hope  that  the  efficacy  of  this 
medicine  may  have  other  trials,  as  the  refuit  may  tend  to 
evince  ft  ill  more  the  effect  of  fuch  acids  in  the  cure  of 
the  venereal  difcafe,  at  leaffc  in  fome  ftages  of  it,  and 
that  the  whole  may  be  brought  to  a  greater  degree  of 
perfection. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged  fervant,  Sec. 

Stephen  Hammick,  Jun. 

CASE  I. 

William  Watson,  ferjeant  of  marines,  24  years 
of  age,  was  received  into  the  hofpital  on  the  12th  day  of 
June,  1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  which  lie  had 
contracted  about  three  weeks  before ;  he  had  now,  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  penis,  a  large  chancre,  with  much 
inflammation,  for  which,  he  faid,  he  had  never  taken  any 
medicine,  nor  made  any  application  to  the  part  itfelf  j  he 
was  that  day  ordered  acidi  nitrofi  5ij-  fyr-  &m-  3  v i i j .  aq, 
font.  lb.  ij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.  The  chancre  was  drefled 
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with  the  ung.  fpcrm.  cet.  He  continued  his  nitrous  drink 
dailv  to  the  19th  day  of  July,  when  the  chancre  being 
healed,  and  the  patient  in  every  refpecl:  well,  was  dis- 
charged on  that  day  from  the  Royal  Hofpital,  in  order 
to  go  on  duty. 

N.  B.  This  man  had  never  taken  any  mercuriaJ  pre- 
paration. 

CASE  11. 

William  Harland,  feaman,  25  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  the  Royal  Hofpital,  on  the  19th  day  of 
May,  1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  about 
fix  weeks  before,  and  for  which  he  had  ufed  the  mercurial 
fri&ion,  and  taken  various  mercurial  preparations  on 
board,  without  any  relief;  a  great  enlargement  of  the 
glands,  in  the  right  inguen,  was  found,  with  fome  flight 
tendency,  on  the  lower  part,  to  fuppuration,  but  the  fur- 
rounding  integuments  were  hard  and  tenfe  ;  the  follow- 
ing day  he  was  ordered  T}L  acidi  nitrofi  5ifs.  fy.fim.  §vij.  aq. 
font.  Ibij.  m.  etbibat.  quotidie.  The  bubo  was  fomented 
and  poulticed  twice  a  day.  He  continued  his  drink  daily 
to  the  31ft  of  May,  when  the  bubo  (now  ready  to  fup- 
purate^  was  touched  with  the  lapis  infernalis,  and  on  the 
5th  of  June,  the  efchar  was  thrown  off ;  he  then  recom- 
menced the  nitrous  drink  of  the  fame  ftrength  as  before  ; 
1 2th  the  poultice  was  difcontinued,  and  a  drefling  of 
fpermaceti  ointment  applied  ;  he  continued  the  nitrous 
drink  daily  till  the  31ft  day  of  July,  when  the  bubo  was 
completely  healed  ;  the  enlargement  and  hardnefs  of  the 
other  inguinal  glands  were  gone  ;  the  man  was  dis- 
charged, in  good  health,  on  that  day,  from  the  Royal 
Hofpital,  to  go  in  his  fhip. 
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CASE  III. 

Matthew  Tuckerman,  feaman,  30  years  of  age, 
was  received  into  the  Royal  Hofpital,  at  Plymouth,  on 
the  20th  day  of  June,  1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint, 
contracted  about  two  years  fince,  for  which  he  had  been 
often  in  the  furgeon's  lift  on  board,  and  had  taken  in- 
wardly, and  ufed  outwardly,  a  great  quantity  of  mercu- 
rial preparations,  fo  as  to  produce  three  or  four  different 
times  a  copious  ptyalifm ;  four  large  deep  foul  ulcers 
were  now  perceived  in  the  right  groin,  where  the  glands 
had  fometime  before  fuppurated ;  there  was  an  hardnefs 
all  around,  and  their  edges  were  callous  and  inflamed  ;  he 
was  that  day  ordered  g£  acidi  nitrofi  5ij.  fy.  fim.  3viij. 
aq.  fonc.  Ifeij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie  ;  the  part  itfelf  was  or- 
dered to  be  fomented  twice  a  day,  and  then  dreiTed  Vvith 
theung.  alb.  He  continued  this  nitrous  drink  daily  to  the 
31ft  of  July,  when  the  ulcers  were"  healed,  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  different  glands  entirely  gone,  and  the  man, 
in  every  refpect  free  of  his  venereal  complaint,  was  re- 
moved to  another  ward,  as  he  was  at  times  troubled 
with  fits, 

CASE  IV. 

John  Wilkins,  feaman,  26  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Royal  Hofpital,  on  the  nth  day  of  June, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint  of  two  months  ftanding  ; 
he  informed  me  that  at  firft  he  had  a  gonorrhoea  with  its 
concomitant  fymptoms?  for  which  he  took  fome  calomel 
pills  ;  that  the  gonorrhoea  ccafed  in  a  fhort  time,  and  he  re- 
turned to  his  duty  ;  but  foon  afterwards  he  perceived  a 
fwelling  and  pain  in  the  left  groin,  which  continuing  to 
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increafe,  he  again  applied  to  his  furgeon,  under  whofe  . 
care  he  remained  a  month,  but  not  getting  better  he  was 
fent  hither ;  there  was  found  in  the  left  groin  a  confidcr- 
able  enlargement  of  the  glands,  without  the  leaft  difpo- 
fition  to  fuppurate ;  he  had  alfo  a  fmall  chancre  on  the 
glans  ;  the  next  day  he  was  ordered  T]l  acidi  nitroli 
£ifs.  fy.  fim.  5  viij.  aq.  font.  ibij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.  The 
indurated  part  was  fomented,  and  he  continued  his  ni- 
trous drink  to  the  2 1 ft  day  of  Auguft,  when  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  inguinal  glands  was  entirely  gone  (a  fmall 
fuppuration  in  the  lower  part  of  the  fwelling  having 
taken  place  on  the  8th  of  July),  the  chancre  early  difap- 
peared,  not  the  fmalleft  hardnefs  to  be  felt;  the  man  was 
difcharged,  in  good  health,  on  that  day,  to  join  his  fhip, 
y;z.  2 1  ft  of  Auguft. 

CASE  V. 

Thomas  Baker,  feaman,  23  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1797, 
for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  about  a  month  be- 
fore ;  he  faid,  at  ftrft  a  chancre  appeared  on  the  glans 
penis,  for  which  his  furgeon,  on  board,  gave  him  a  blue 
vitriolic  lotion,  and  mercurial  pills  to  take  inwardly; 
that  his  mouth  foon  became  fore,  and  in  about  three 
weeks  his  chancre  healed  ;  he  then  returned  to  duty, 
but  foon  after  there  was  a  fwelling  in  his  groin,  which 
continued  increafing  about  feven  days,  when  he  was  fent 
hither.  He  had  now  an  enlargement  of  feveral  of  the 
left  inguinal  glands,  to  a  great  extent,  hard,  and  indo- 
lent •,  the  next  day  he  was  ordered  a  fomentation  and 
poultice,  and  to  take  $  acidi  nitroli  5 lis.  fy.  fim. 
§viij.  aq.  font.  ibij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.  June  17,  the 
fcubo  now  very  large,   and    ready  to  fuppurate,  was 
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touched  with  the  lapis  infernalis,  a  large  cfchar  was 
thrown  off  in  four  days.  June  25,  bubo  dreffed  with  the 
ung.  fperm.  cet.  inftead  of -poultice;  went  on  with  the 
nitrous  drink.  July  12,  the  wound  was  healed,  but  a 
great  hardnefs  and  enlargement  of  the  furrounding  glands 
remained ;  enjoined  to  continue  the  drink  and  foment  the 
part  at  night  ;  this  he  complied  with,  and  on  the  28th. 
day  of  Auguft  was  difcharged  perfectly  cured. 

case  vr. 

John  Parrow,  feaman,  20  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived on  the  19th  day  of  June,  1797,  for  the  venereal 
difeafe,  contracted  about  a  month  ;  he  had  taken  mercu- 
rial preparations,  on  board,  without  effecT:.  The  whole 
glans  penis  was  now  covered  with  fcetid  and  foul 
chancres  ;  the  next  day  he  was  ordered  Jjl  acidi  nitrofi 
Jifs.  fy.  fim.  § viij.  aq.  font.  Ibij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie. 
To  apply  a  dreffing  of  ung.  alb.  to  the  chancres.  The  ni- 
trous drink  he  continued  to  the  28th  day  of  Auguft, 
when  the  chancres  were  healed,  and  no  veftige  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  was  vifible  ;  he  was  that  day  difcharged. 

CASE  VII. 

Richard  Evans,  feaman,  22  years  of  age,  was- •■re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital  the  19th  day  of  June,  1797., 
for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  more  than  eleven 
weeks  fince,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  time  he 
had  been  under  the  care  of  the  furgeon,  onboard  his  fhip, 
but  not  gaining  ground,  he  was  fent  hither  with  a  phy- 
mofis ;  the  prepuce  was  much  contra&ed  and  fwollen, 
with  a  difcharge  of  matter  from  between  the  prepuce  and 
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glans ;  a  bubo,  which  had  fuppurated  about  three  weeks 
fince  in  the  left  groin  had  never  healed,  and  at  prefent  it 
looked  foul,  and  difcharged  much;  the  next  day  he  was 
ordered  to  foment  and  apply  a  poultice  to  the  prepuce  and 
groin,  and  to  take  YjL  acidi  nitrofi  5  ifs.  fy.  fim.  gviij.  aq. 
fbnt.lbij.m.  etbibatquotidie.  30th.  Bubo  cleaner,  phymofis 
better.  July  1 6,  bubo  cicatrized  ;  the  prepuce  foft  and  free, 
with  only  an  excoriation  now  to  be  feen  on  the  glans. 
He  took  the  nitrous  drink  daily  from  the  20th  of  June  to 
this  28th  day  of  Auguft,  when  he  was  difcharged,  per- 
fectly cured. 

CASE  VIII. 

Joseph  Wilson,  feaman,  22  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  3d  dav  of  Auguft,.  1797, 
for  a  venereal  infection,  contracted  two  months  fince  ; 
at  firft  he  found  a  fwelling  in  the  left  groin,  for  which 
his  furgeon  ordered  fome  pills,  and  enjoined  him  to  rub 
on  his  thighs  at  night  a  fmall  quantity  of  mercurial 
ointment ;  the  man  perfevered  about  20  times,  the  bubo 
difperfed  ;  his  mouth  was  not  affected  with  the  mercury ; 
the  fwelling  of  his  groin  fbon  returned,  accompanied 
with  a  chancre  on  the  penis  ;  he  took  fome  mercurial 
medicine  again,  but  as  the  bubo  would  not  difperfe,  he 
was  fent  to  this  hofpital ;  he  has  had  a  diarrhoea  on  him 
for  the  laft  feven  weeks,  and  was  much  weakened  and 
emaciated  ;  he  had  now  three  large  glandular  fweliings 
in  the  left  inguen,  with  a  chancre  on  the  penis  ;  the  next 
day  he  was  ordered  $  acidi  nitron"  $lfe.  fy.  fim.  §viij. 
aq.  font.  Ibij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.  For  his  diarrhoea  fome 
medicine  was  prefcribed  ;  he  continued  his  nitrous  drink 
daily  to  the  ift  day  of  September,  when  the  bubo  was 
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difperfed,  the  chancre  healed,  but  frill  complaining  of 
his  diarrhoea  he  was  fent  from  the  furgical  to  the  medi- 
cal department. 

CASE  IX. 

James  Deacon,  feaman,  24  years  of  age,  received 
into  this  hofpital,  on  the  26th  day  of  June,  1797,  for  a 
venereal  complaint,  contracted  about  two  months  fince  ; 
had  a  gonorrhoea  }  he  applied  to  his  furgeon,  who  ordered 
him  an  injection,  upon  which  the  difcharge  ceafed,  but 
foon  after  he  had  returned  to  his  duty  he  found  a  fwel- 
ling  in  both  groins ;  he  then  rubbed  about  20  times  with 
the  mercurial  ointment,  this  produced  a  ptyalifm,  which 
lalted  three  weeks,  with  a  violent  cough  ;  he  was  fent 
hither,  and  has  now  indurated  glands  in  both  groins, 
with  an  excoriation  on  the  glans  penis ;  the  next  day  he 
was  ordered  ]?£acidi  nitrofi  5ifs.  fy.  um.  Jviij.  aq.  font,  ifeij. 
m.  et  bibat  quotidie,  and  to  foment  well  the  indurations 
with  the  common  fomentations.  He  continued  the  nitrous 
acid  daily  to  the  4th  day  of  September,  when  the  indu- 
rations of  the  glands  were  gone  (three  of  them  having 
fuppurated  in  the  right,  and  one  in  the  left  groin,  which  dis- 
charged but  little,  and  foon  clofed)  without  any  hardnefs 
or  tumour  in  any  part  j  the  man  was  difcharged  cured 
on  that  day, 

case  x. 

John  Armstrong,  feanian,  26  years  of  age,  re- 
ceived into  the  hofpital  July  13,  1797,  at  firfr.  fent  to 
the  medical  department  for  a  feverifh  complaint^  but 
there  his  fever  being  found  fymptomatic,  he  was  fent  to 
the  furgical  ward;  on  the  18th  of  July,  he  had  an  her- 
sia  humoralis,  and  he  informed  me,  that  about  three 
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weeks  fince  he  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  for  which  he 
threw  up  an  injection  ;  that  ten  days  after  the  difcharge 
fuddenly  ceafed,  and  foon  he  felt  a  pain  in  his  left  teftis, 
which  increafed  to  a  great  degree,  attended  with  rigors 
and  thirft  ;  he  complained  to  the  furgeon,  on  boardj  but 
concealed  the  caufe  ;  on  the  day  of  his  coming  to  our 
ward,  he  was  ordered  R  acidi  nitrofi  5ifs.  fy.  fim. 
^viij.  aq.  font.  Ibij.  m.  et  bibat.  quotidie,  and  to  apply  a 
cold  faturnine  poultice  to  the  part.  26th  day  of  July,  in- 
flammation nearly  reduced,  fever  gone ;  3d  of  Auguft,  in- 
flamation  quite  gone,  but  an  enlargement  and  hardnefs  of 
the  epididymis  remained.  He  continued  the  nitrous  drink 
and  fomentation  daily  till  the  6th  day  of  September, 
when  the  enlargement  and  hardnefs  were  gone,  and  the 
man,  in  all  refpects  well,  was  difcharged. 


CASE  XI. 

Michael  Dewlin,  feaman,  22  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  nthdayof  June,  1797, 
for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  about  fix  weeks 
fince,  during  which  time  he  had  been  under  the  care  of 
his  furgeon,  on  board,  for  a  chancre  on  the  glans,  which 
had  healed  under  a  courfe  of  mercury,  without  ptyalifm, 
but  the  enlargement  of  the  inguinal  glands  remained  ;  he 
had,  when  he  became  our  patient,  enlargements  of  the 
left  inguinal  glands,  forming  a  large  tumour,  and  where  the 
chancre  was,  remained  callous ;  the  next  day  he  was 
ordered  R  acidi  nitrofi  5  ij .  fy.  fun.  3 viij.  aq.  font.  ibij.  m. 
et  capiat  quotidie,  to  foment  twice  a  day  the' indurations. 
He  continued  his  nitrous  medicine  daily  to  the  13th  day 
of  September,  when  the  indurations  were  quite  dil'perfed, 
(a  flight  fuppuration  of  two  of  the  glands  having  taken 
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place)  and  the  man,  in  good  health,  was  difcharged  from 
the  Royal  Hofpital  to  join  his  {hip. 


CASE  XII. 


Thomas  Bond,  feaman,  24  years  of  age,  received 
into  this  hofpital,  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1797,  for  a 
•venereal  infection,  received  fix  weeks  fince,  for  which  he 
Had  not  taken  any  medicine,  nor  made  any  application  to 
the  part  itfelf ;  he  had  a  very  large  inflamed  bubo  in  the 
left  groin,  giving  him  intolerable  pain  ;  the  anodyne  fo- 
mentation was  ufed,  and  the  yeaft  poultice  applied  twice 
a  day,  and  he  took  $  acidi  nitron*  31J .  fy.  fim.  %x.  aq. 
font.  ftij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.  $  opii  gr.  ij.  hor.  fomni 
fum.  July  ift,  the  bubo  now  arrived  to  a  very  large  fize 
and  fuppurated:  the  lapis  infernalis  applied  :  continue  ni- 
trous drink,  opiate,  poultice  and  fomentation  :  July  4, 
efchar  thrown  off  about  two  inches  and  a  half  in  length, 
one  in  breadth  :  frill  great  inflammation  at  the  edges  and 
furroundinginteguments,withaftrongdifpofition  tofpread : 
drink,  &c.  continued  :  10th,  large  difcharge  from  the  bubo, 
inflammation  and  pain  lefs,  appetite  returned  :  21ft,  bubo 
now  cleaner,  was  dreffed  with  the  ung.  alb.  inftead  of 
poultice:  Auguft  19th,  the  ulcer  healed,  but  there  re- 
mained an  evident  enlargement  and  hardnefs  of  the 
•glands.:  dreffing  difcontinued,  fomented  at  night,  and  he 
continued  the  nitrous  acid  daily  till  the  nth  day  of 
September,  when  he  was  difcharged  cured,  in  order  to 
join  his  fhip. 

N.  B.  This  man  never  took  any  mercury. 
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CASE  XIII. 

John  Fail,  feaman,  22  years  of  age,  received  on 
the  20th  day  of  July,  1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint, 
contracted  four  months  before  ;  he  fays,  for  the  laft  three 
months  he  has  been  confined  to  his  hammock,  conftantly 
taking  medicines  for  chancres  on  the  glans  and  prepuce ; 
that  his  mouth  had  been  fore,  and  continued  fo  ten  days  ; 
he  became  very  weak,  and  wafted  both  in  ftrength  and 
flefh  ;  his  chancres  appeared  to  yield  at  that  time,  but 
fince,  difcontinuing  the  mercury,  they  have  gained  ground  5 
he  had  now  a  chancre  that  preyed  upon  a  fmall  portion 
of  prepuce   that  remained,  and  another  on  the  glans 
penis;  this  man  was  fo  weak  as  not  to  be  able  to  quit  his 
bed,  had  a  hectic  cough  and  fweats,  pain  of  the  breaft, 
nocturnal  pain  in  his  limbs,  no  appetite,  at  times  diarrhoea, 
became  more  and  more  wafted  and  debilitated,  and  a  vene- 
real cadaverous  appearance ;  the  fame  day  he  was  or- 
dered, Ij£  acidi  nitrofi  31J.  fy.  fim.       decoct,  lignor.  f&ij. 
m.  et  bibat  quotidie  ;  his  cough  allayed  by  an  opiate  at 
night  j   28th,  chancres  clean,   appetite  improves,  and 
other  fymptoms  favourable ;  he  continued  his  nitrous 
drink  daily  to  the  12th  day  of  September,  when  it  was 
difcontinued,  as  the  chancres  had  been  fome  days  well, 
and  the  man's  appetite  good ;   pain  of  limbs  abated, 
fweats  and  diarrhoea  fuppreffed,  and  nothing  but  a  flight 
cough  remaining,  the  man,  though  thus  far  recovered, 
was  deemed,  and  difcharged,  an  invalide. 

CASE  XIV. 

Richard  Wright,  marine,  32  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  x6th  day  of  Auguft, 
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$797)  f°r  a  venereal  infection,  received  ten  weeks  be- 
fore ;  at  firft  he  had  a  gonorrhoea,  which  continued 
about  nine  weeks  ;  then  a  phymofis  came,  with  chancres 
on  the  otttfide  of  the  prepuce  ;  this  man  neglecting  him- 
felf,  had  only  taken  one  dofe  of  cathartic  pills,  when  he 
was  fent  hither  ;  he  had  now  a  phymofis,  three  chancres 
on  the  outfide  of  the  prepuce,  much  inflammation  and 
fwelling  of  the  penis,  and  a  very  foul  ulcer  in  the  right 
groin,  where  a  bubo  fuppurated  five  days  before ;  he  was 
ordered,  acidi  nitrofi  3iifs.  fy.  fim.  3"xij.  aq.  font.  ifeij.  m. 
et  bibat  quotidie.  Sept.  I,  bubo  and  chancres  were  clean, 
phymofis  yielding,  but  a  great  difcharge  of  matter  iflued 
from  the  urethra,  attended  with  great  pain  in  pafling  his 
urine ;  he  had  alfo  an  enlargement  of  one  of  the  left  in- 
guinal glands ;  8  th,  chancres  and  bubo  healed,  and  the 
glans  was  denuded,  induration  in  the  left  inguen  not  in- 
creafing,  but  the  difcharge  from  the  urethra  great,  the 
inflammation  gone  from  the  penis  }  he  threw  up  the  fol- 
lowing injection,  $  acidi  nitrofi,  gtt.  iv.  aq.  font.  ^viij. 
m.  f.  injectio.  9th,  has  thrown  up  the  injection,  fince  yef- 
terday,  five  times,  it  fmarted  much,  but  did  not  produce 
any  inflammation  on  the  penis  ;  continued  nitrous  drink 
and  injection  ;  12th,  enlargement  of  the  groin  gone, 
gonorrhoea  lefsj  16th,  gonorrhoea  nearly  ceafed,  the 
prepuce  is  foft  and  well ;  continued  the  drink  and  injec- 
tion regularly  till  the  25th  day  of  September,  when  he 
was  difcharged  cured. 

N.  B.  This  man  never  took  any  mercury. 

CASE  xv. 

John  M'Farlon,  marine,  21  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived on  the  23d  day  of  Auguft,  1797,  for  a  go- 
norrhoea of  fix  weeks  {landing,  the  three  latter  of  which 
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he  had  been  under  the  care  of  a  furgeon,  and  had  taken 
mercury,  which.affe£ted  his  mouth  ;  but'  his  gonorrhoea 
increafing,  he  was  fent  to  this  hofpital ;  he  had  now  a 
gonorrhoea,  attended  for  the  laft  four  days  with  a  flight 
phymofis,  and  great  heat  of  urine  ;  the  next  day  he  was 
ordered,  W-  acidi  nitron  3 ij.  fy.  fim.  Jvijj*  aq.  font.  Jfeij.  m. 
et  capiat  quotidie.  Sept.  iff,  phymofis  yielded,  but  go- 
norrhoea ft  ill  profufe  ;  8th,  inflammation  of  the  penis  and 
glans  gone  ;  continued  the  drink  and  ufed  the  following 
injection,  JjL  acidi  nitrofi  gtt.  iv.  aq.  font.  fyiij.  m.  f.  in- 
jettio.  He  continued  his  nitrous  injection  and  drink  daily 
to  the  25th  day  of  September,  when  he  was  difcharged, 
pured,  to  go  on  duty, 

CASE  XVI. 

William  Rook,  feaman,  24  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  30th  day  of  Auguft, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  about  three 
months  fince  ;  he  faid,  that  the  firft  appearance  was  a 
chancre  on  the  lower  part  of  the  penis,  that  foon  a  phy- 
mofis came  on,  attended  with  a  difcharge  of.  matter  from 
between  the  glans  and  prepuce,  a  chancre  on  the  pre- 
puce, and  an  enlargement  in  the  groin ;  that  he  took 
fome  mercurial  pills  from  the  furgeon,  and  rubbed  mer- 
curial ointment,  till  a  ptyalifm  was  produced,  which 
lafted  a  fortnight ;  the  fwelling  of  the  groin,  and  chancres 
on  the  penis  vanifhed,  but  no  other  benefit  was  derived; 
that  fince  he  had  this  difeafe  on  him,  he  had  been  re- 
moved to  three  different  mips,  and  confequentlv  under  the 
care  of  three  different  furgeons ;  about  ten  uays  fince, 
the  phymofis  continuing  very  bad,  the  furgeon  on  board 
divided  the  prepuc^,  an  haemorrhage  enfued,  and  inflam- 
mation followed,  although  he  took  medicine  and  was 
attended  to,  yet  getting  worle,  he  was  fent  hither  ;  a. 
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man  healthy  till  this  venereal  infection  ;  he  had  an  ex- 
tremely bad  paraphymofis,  great  inflammation,  and  hard- 
nefs  of  the  part,  attended  with  fcetor,  livid  color,  and 
difcharge  from  the  divided  parts,  tending  to  gangrene, 
indeed  nothing  could  have  a  more  alarming  appearance  ; 
he  was  immediately  ordered,  $  acidi  nitrofi  3 i i Ts .  fy.  fim. 
$xi'y  aq.  font.  Jfeij.  m.  etbibat  quotidic.  ty.  opii  gr.  ij.  h. 
f.  f.  The  fuffering  part  was  well  fomented  with  a  ftrong 
decoclion  of  chamomile  flowers,  poppy  heads,  and  al- 
thaea roots,  and  the  yearl  poultice  was  applied;  31ft,  as 
v  .yefterday,  drink,  &c.  continued;  2d,  livid  appearance 
and  inflammation  of  the  part  lefs ;  as  he  was  coflrive,  a 
dofe  of  caftpr  oil  was  ordered,  drink,  &c,  continued ; 
3d,  inflammation  much  abated,  livid  appearance  lefs, 
a  difcharge  of  matter  from  the  incifed  wounds  of  the 
paraphymofis  ;  drink,  Sic.  ordered ;  6th,  inflammation 
gone,  and  granulations  become  healthy  ;  drefTed  with  the 
ung.  album  in  lieu  of  poultice  ;  nitrous  acid  continued ; 
13th,  paraphymofis  quite  gone,  a  chancre  come  on  the 
glans  near  the  frenum  ;  drink  continued,  opiate  not  or- 
dered. He  took  his  nitrous  acid  mixture  daily  to  the  25th 
day  of  Sept.  when  the  wound  and  chancre  were  healed 
(but  fcarcely  any  prepuce  remained  to  cover  the  glans) 
and  the  man,  quite  well  in  other  refpecls,  was  difcharged 
to  join  his  fliip.  This  man's  cure  was  aftonifhingly 
rapid. 

CASE  XVII. 

1 

Edward  Shehan,  feaman,  40  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  the  venereal  ward,  from  the  medical  de- 
partment, on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  1797,  for  a  venereal 
infection  of  fix  days ;  he  faid,  four  days  before  he  per- 
ceived a  chancre  qn  the  outfide  of  the  prepuce,  for  which 

he 


{   55  ) 

v      •      *"  W 

he  had  not  taken,  .any  thing,  nor  made,. any  appli- 
cation to  the  part  .itfelf;  he  had  now  a  phymofis,  two 
chancres  on  the  outfide  of  the  prepuce,  a  difcharge  of 
niatcer  from  the  glans .  and  infide  of  the  prepuce,  and  a 
fmall  induration  of  one  of  the  right  inguinal  glands  ; 
the  fame  day  he  was  ordered,  JjL  acidi  nitron  3 ij -  fy. 
fim.  Iviij.  aq,  font.  feij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie,  and 
a  poultice  applied  to  the  prepuce.  Pie  continued  his 
nitrous  drink  to  the  26th  day  of  September,  when  he 
was  difcharged,  quite  cured,  from  the  Royal  Hofpital. 
N.  B.  This  man  did  not  take  any  mercury. 

CASE  XVIII. 

John  English,  feaman,  23  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  13th  day  of  September, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contra&ed  about  fix 
weeks  ;  had  fuffered  feverely  from  the  difeafe  about  two 
years  fince  ;  had  not  taken  any  medicine  for  this  laft  infec- 
tion ;  he  had  a  phymofis,  a  chancre  juft  within  the'pre- 
puce,  a  venereal  fcab  on  both  elbows,  and  upper  part  of 
one  thigh;  the  fame  day  he  was  ordered, acidi  nitrpii 
3iij .  fy.  fim.  |xjl,  aq.  font,  feij.  m.  et  bibat quotrdic  ;  the 
nitrous  drink  he  took  regularly  to  the  2d  day  of  October, 
when  the  chancre  and  phymofis  were  healed,  and  the 
venereal  fcales  having  fallen  off,  and  left  the  integu- 
ments clear,  he  was  that  day  difcharged  c^ired. 

CASE  XIX. 

Edward  Dowdy,  marine, 4.0  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  venereal  ward,  Sept.  4,  1797,  for  a  go- 
norrhoea, contracted  about  fix  weeks  fi'nee,  the  laft  five 
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of  which  he  had  taken  medicine  for  it,  hut  without  be- 
nefit ;  he  had  now  a  large  difcharge  of  matter  from  the 
urethra,  with  chordee  and  heat  of  urine;  the  fame  day 
he  was  ordered,  Jjl  acidi  nitrofi  3ifs.  fy.  fim.  %vn].  aq. 
font,  ftij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie,  and  to  ufe  three  or  four 
times  a  day  the  following  injection  :  Tfc  acidi  nitrofi  gtt. 
iv.  aq.  font.  |viij.  m.  f.  injectio.  He  continued  his  ni- 
trous drink  and  injection  to  the  3d  of  October,  when  he 
was  fent,  cured  of  this  complaint,  to  the  medical  de- 
partment, on  account  of  a  cough,  which  for  fome  years 
had  harrafled  him. 

CASE  xx. 

William  Jones,  feaman,  21  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  2d  of  September,  1797,  ' 
for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  about  fix  weeks  be- 
fore ;  the  firft  appearance  was  gonorrhoea,  attended 
with  the  ordinary  fymptoms  ;  alfo  fome  fmall  indurations 
of  the  glands  in  each  inguen,  for  which  he  took,  from 
.  his  furgeon,  fome  mercurial  pills,  and  threw  up  an  injec- 
tion for  the  gonorrhoea;  on  his  mouth  becoming  fore, 
the  inguinal  enlargements  difappeared,  but  the  gonorr- 
hoea iiicreafing,  attended  with  a  phymbfis,  which  alfo 
growing  worfe,  he  was  fent  to  this'  hofpital ;  the  next 
day  he  was  ordered,  acidi  nitrofi  3 ij .  fy.  fim.  |x.  aq. 
fOnti'ftij.  rn.  et  bibat  quotidie.  He  continued  his  nitrous 
medicine  conftantly  till  the  5th  of  .October^  when  he 
was  difcharged,  cured. 

CASE  XXI. 

.  William  EIavis,  feaman,  about  32  years  of  age, 
was  received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  29th  day  of  July, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  eruption,  which  appeared  about 
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three  months  fince ;  before  that  time  he  had  fevere  noc- 
turnal pains ;  his  whole  body  was  now  covered  with 
eruptions,  particularly  numerous  on  his  arms,  and  much 
elevated  above  the  ikin ;  thefe  eruptions  had  refitted 
every  thing  on  board ;  the  next  day  he  was  ordered, 
acidi  nitrofi  3ifs.  fy.  fim.  3" viij.  decoct,  lignor.  fcij.  m.  et 
bibat  quotidie.  Auguft  24th,  eruptions  paler,  nitrous 
acid  increafed  to  two  drachms  daily ;  30th,  feveral  erup- 
tions faded  off,  nitrous  acid  increafed  to  two  drachms 
and  a  half  daily,  which  he  continued  conftantly  to  the 
2d  of  October,  when  every  fpot  being  obliterated,  he 
was  difcharged  cured. 

CASE  XXII. 

Samuel  Merrick,  marine,  25  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  7th  day  of  Auguft, 
1797,  for  a  pfoas  abfeefs  open  in  the  left  thigh,  and  dis- 
charging much,  and  the  man  hectic  ;  he  has  alfo  marks 
in  the  left  inguen,  where  there  were,  (according  to  his 
own  report)  in  laft  December,  two  large  venereal  bubos, 
and  for  which  he  had  been  fome  months  in  Haflar  hofpi- 
tal ;  three  days  after  his  coming  hither,  the  ulcers  of  the 
groin  broke  up,  and  continued  fpreading  in  depth,  and 
in  circumference,  till  they  became,  in  a  manner,  one 
large  ulcer,  and  looked  foul ;  on  the  30th  of  Auguft  he 
was  ordered,  acidi  nitrofi  ^ifs.  fy.  fim.  3*  viij.  decoct, 
lignor  ftjij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.  Sept.  IOth,  ulcers  looked 
clean,  granulations  arifing  ;  the  drink  was  regularly 
taken  till  October  the  ift,  when  the  ulcers  being  healed, 
it  was  difcontinued ;  the  man's  appetite  improved  under 
its  courfe  ;  the  pfo^s  abfeefs  remained  in  the  fame  ftate  as 
formerly  j  the  ulcers  continued  well  to  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, when  the  patient  died, 
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CASE  XX«I. 

Michael  Baron,  feaman,  36  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  29th  day  of  July,  1797, 
for  a  venereal  eruption  on  the  face,  and  over  the  whole 
body,  attended  with  nocturnal  pains  of  the  tibia  ;  he  had 
thefe  eruptions  fix  months,  and  taken  a  large  quantity  of 
mercury,  on  board,  without  producing  a  ptyalifm  ;  the 
next  day  he  was  ordered,  $  acidi  nitron"  3ifs.  fy.  fim.  fvij. 
decoct,  lignor.  foij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.  Auguil  13th, 
eruptions  increafed,  nocturnal  pains  lefs,  drink  con- 
tinued ;  Auguft  29th,  fome  of  the  eruptions  difappeared, 
nitrous  acid  increafed  to  two  drachms  daily  ;  Sept.  7th, 
eruptions  gone  from  the  face,  fewer  on  the  body,  and 
not  prominent  as  before.  He  took  daily  the  drink,  to  the 
4th  of  October,  when  it  was  difcqntinued,  as  his  erup- 
tions and  pains  were  removed,  and  the  patient  was  fent 
to  another  ward,  as  he  had  a  rigidity  of  the  tendon  of  the 
biceps  flexor  cubiti,  in  confequepce  of  a  hurt  received  on 
board. 

case  xxiv. 

Nicholas  Pearce,  feaman,  27  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  8th  day  of  September, 
1797,  for  a  hernia  humoralis ;  he  fays,  three  months 
fince  he  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  attended  with  a 
chordee,  and  pain  in  the  urethra ;  he  applied  to  his  fur- 
geon  on  board,  who  ordered  for  him,  and  he  was 
nearly  cured,  when  his  fhip  was  loft ;  his  gonorrhoea 
increafed,  and  four  days  fince  a  violent  fvvclling  of  the 
left  tefticle  came  on,  for  which  he  took  a  cathartic 
draught,  and  fomented  ;  but  getting  worfe,  he  was  fent 
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to  this  hofpital  ;  he  had  now  a  hernia  humoralis,  with 
much  inflammation,  and  fome  difcharge  of  matter  from 
'   the  urethra;  he  was  ordered  a  purgative,  applied  a  cold 
faturnine  poultice  to  the  part  twice  a  day,  and  took  the 
following  drink :  YjL  acidi  nitrofi  3iij.  fy.  fun.  3 xiv.  aq, 
font,  ifcij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.   1 4th  hernia  humoral  is 
much  reduced,  pain  and  inflammation  gone,  gonorrhcea 
increafed     drink  and  fomentation  ordered,  poultice  dis- 
continued ;  26th,  there  was  an  enlargement  of  the  tef- 
ticle,  gonorrhcea  much  increafed  ;  continued  the  nitrous 
drink,  and  ufed  the  following  injection :  fy.  acidi  nitrofi 
gtt.  iv.  aq.  font.  |viij.  m.  f.  inj.  He  continued  nitrous 
drink  and  injection  to  the  9th  day  of  October,  when 
he  was  difcharged,  cured. 

case  xxv. 

Patrick  Edwards,  feaman,  22  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  the  Royal  Hofpital,  on  the  13th  day  of 
September,    1797,  for  a   venereal  infection,  received 
three  months  fince ;  firft  appearance  gonorrhcea,  a  fmart- 
ing  of  urine,  and  a  flight  phymofis  ;  had  taken  mercury 
from  his  furgeon,  on  board,  without  effect ;  his  mouth 
became  a  little  fore  ;  he  has  alfo  thrown  up  injections  : 
at  prefent  he  has  a  gonorrhcea,  with  pain  of  urine,  at- 
tended with  a  chordee  and  fome  foul  chancres  around 
the  glans  penis ;  the  next  day  he  was  ordered,  fy  acidi 
nitrofi  3'ij.  fy.  inn.  Jv'uj.  aq.  font.  ifeij.  m.  et.  bibat  quo- 
tidie.   2 1  ft  September,  chordee  gone,  gonorrhcea  and 
chancres  the  fame  ;  nitrous  acid  continued,  and  the  fol- 
lowing injection  ordered:  fy  acidi  nitrofi  gtt.  iv.  aq. 
font.  3"viij.  m.  f.  inj.    He  continued  taking  the  drink, 
and  throwing  up  the  injection  to  the  12th  day  of  October, 
when  he  was  difeharged,  cured. 

CASE 
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CASE  XXVI. 

Edward  Lee,  Teaman,  46  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  19th  day  of  September, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  fix  days  be- 
fore, for  which  he  had  not  taken  any  medicine,  nor 
made  any.  topical  application  to  the  part  itfelf ;  he  has  at 
prefent  chancres  on  the  glans,  and  the  whole  internal 
^?art  of  the  prepuce  is  excoriated  ;  the  fame  day  he  was 
ordered,  ty.  acidi  nitrofi  3'ij.  fy.  fim.  fx.  aq.  font.  ijm.  et 
bibat  quotidie.  He  was  forbidden  to  apply  any  thing  to 
the  part,  only  to  keep  it  clean  with  milk  and  water.  He 
took  his  nitrous  acid  drink  daily  to  the  iath  day  of  Oc- 
tober, when  it  was  difcontinued,  the  man  being  perfectly 
well,  and  on  the  16th  was  difcharged. 

N.  B.  This  man  never  ufed  mercurv. 

CASE  XXVII. 

Eli.  Heath,  feaman,  28  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  29th  day  of  September, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  about  a  fort- 
night fince;  the  firft  appearance  was  a  chancre  on  the 
glans,  and  an  induration  in  the  left  groin,  for  which  he 
took  fome  mercurial  pills,  but  defifted  in  about  eight 
days,  as  it  excited  a  ptyalifm ;  the  chancre  cleaned  under 
its  courfe,  but  the  induration  increafed  ;  at  prefent  the 
chancre  on  the  glans  is  become  -foul  again,  with  a  fmall 
bubo  in  the  left  inguen,  tending  much  to  fuppuration  ; 
his  mouth  is  ftill  tender ;  the  fame  day  he  was  ordered, 
JtjL  acidi  nitrofi  3iift>.  fy.  fim.  gxij.  aq.  font,  fbij-  m.  et  bibat 
quotidie.    He  was  forbidden  to  apply  any  thing  to  the 
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chancre  or  bubo.  He  continued  his  acid  drink  daily  to  the 
19th  day  of  October,  when  the  bubo  was  difperfed,  and 
the  chancre  healed.  He  was  difcharged,  cured,  to  join 
his  fhip. 

CASE  XXVIII. 

Wm.  Linch,  marine,  23  years  ofage,  was  received  Into 
this  hofpital,  on  the  14th  of  Auguft,  1797,  for  a  venereal 
complaint,  contracted  about  three  months  fince,  all  which 
time  he  had  been  under  the  care  of  the  furgeon  on  board; 
his  mouth  became  fore  from  the  mercury  he  took  feveral 
different  times,  without  benefiting  him ;  he  has  now  a 
large  deep  foul  chancre,  covering  the  whole  point  of  the 
glans,  with  much  inflammation  on  the  penis,  and  a  wart 
on  the  prepuce;  the  following  day  he  was  ordered, 
acidi  nitron*  3ifs.  fy.  fim.  Jviij.  aq.  font.  Ifeij.  m.  et  bibat 
quotidie  ;  to  apply  to  the  chancre  itfelf,  a  drefling  of  the 
ung.  alb.   Sept.  7,  chancre  looks  clean,  but  has  not 
healed ;  the  wart  dropped  off ;  nitrous  acid  increafed  to 
two  drachms  daily;   19th,  the  wart  fprouted  again; 
chancre  fomewhat  healed,   inflammation  of  the  penis 
gone  ;  nitrous  acid  increafed  to  three  drachms  daily ;  the 
wart  was  fprinkled  with  the  pulv.  fabinae.    He  con- 
tinued his  nitrous  drink  daily  to  the  23d  of  October, 
when  he  was  difcharged  perfectly  cured. 

It  may  be  worth  remarking,  that  the  furgeon  of  the 
ftiip,  under  whofe  care  the  man  was  the  above  three 
months,  allured  me  that  he  had  ineffectually  tried  every 
method  to  cure  this  chancre  with  mercury  and  topical 
applications,  and  that  he  had  never  met  with  a  chancre 
of  that  fize  fo  obftinatc  before. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXIX. 

James  Morris,  feaman,  25  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  1797, 
for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  ten  days  fince ;  he 
fays,  fix  days  before,  fuch  a  violent  fwelling  came  on  of 
the  prepuce,  that  he  could  not  denude  the  glans,  at- 
tended with  great  fmarting,  in  paffing  his  water ;  that 
three  days  fince,  he  perceived  a  black  fpot  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  prepuce,  which  caufed  him  to  apply  to  his 
furgeon,  who  ordered  him  to  be  poulticed,  and  gave  him 
four  pills  to  take,  together  with  a  laxative  ;  that  grow- 
ing worfe,  he  was  fent  to  the  hofpital ;  he  has  now  a 
fphacelation  of  the  whole  prepuce,  and  from  the  fide 
where  part  of  the  prepuce  has  floughed  off,  the  glans 
alfo  is  feen  fphacelated  5  the  whole  penis  is  livid,  and  has 
a  fetor  and  appearance  threatening  the  lofs  of  the  whole  ; 
the  man  is  weak,  and. panes  his  urine  with  great  diffi- 
culty, and  in  fmall  quantities  at  a  time;  he  was  ordered 
to  be  fomented  twice  a  day,  with  a  decoction  of  poppy 
heads  and  camomile  flowers,  then  to  apply  the  yeaft 
poultice,  to  take  I£  acidi  nitron*  3 ij .  fy.  flm.  ^x.  aqua; 
fontan.  foij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.    Tjl  opii  gr.  ij.  h.  f.  f. 
30th,  mortification  fpreads  on  the  glans,  has  bled  much 
from  the  penis  in  the  night  and  yefterday  ;  the  difficulty 
of  making  water  is  gone  ;  drink,  &c.  ordered  ;  31ft,  mor- 
tification ftill  increafing ;  nitrous  drink  continued  j  Sep- 
tember I  ft,  the  whole  of  the  prepuce  floughed  off ;  the 
fphacelus  of  the  glans  does  not  fpread ;  inflammation 
and  livid  appearance  of  the  penis  lefs ;  to  continue  as  be- 
fore ;  2d,  the  fphacelus  from  the  glans  is  a  little  de- 
tached ;  3d,  floughs  from  the  glans  thrown  off,  more 
than  half  of  it  deftroyed,  the  urine  in  confequence  finds 

its 
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its  way  through  the' fide  of  the  urethra-,  .nitrous  acid,  Sec. 
as  yefterday  ;  5th,  fetid  fmell  and  livid  appearance  gone} 
ulcer  looks  clean  •,  the  man  complains  of  hunger,  although 
he  has  not  yet  quitted  his  bed  ;  10th,  as  the  granulations 
look  healthy,  fomentation  and  poultice  were  difcontinued  ; 
drciTed  with  ung.  alb.  inftead  of  it ;  as  he  refts  well, 
opiate  omitted  ;  nitrous  drink  alone  ordered ;  Oft.  ift, 
the  ulcer  all  around  from  whence  the  prepuce  Houghed 
is  healed,   and-  that  on  the  glans  nearly  fo,  with  an 
healthy  appearance,  but  he  complains  of  a  difcharge 
of  matter  from  the  urethra  ;  walks  about  as  ufual.  He 
continued  daily  his  nitrous  acid  drink  to  the  23d  of  Oft. 
when  he  was  difcharged,  cured  of  his  venereal  complaint, 
and  in  good  health,  to  join  his  fiiip. 


case  xxx. 

Henry   Beechy,  marine,  18  yeafs  of  age,  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  September  9,  1797,  for  a  ve- 
nereal complaint,  contracted  about  a  month,   and  for 
which  he  had  never  taken  any  medicine,  nor  made  any 
application  to  the  chancre  on  the  glans,    which  has 
nearly  deftroyed  the  frenum  ;  he  has  alfo  a  difcharge  of 
matter  from  the  urethra,  and  a  large  and  foul  chancre 
on  the  dorfum  penis,   which   is    much  fwollen,  and 
two  indurated  glands  in  the  left  groin  ;  the  following 
day  he  was  ordered,  $  acidi  nitrofi  3 iifs.  fy.  fim.  fxij.  aq. 
font.  fcij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie ;  ordered  to  apply  to  the 
induration,  twice  a  day,  a  cold  faturnine  poultice,  and 
the  ung.  fperm.  cet.  drefling  to  the  chancres :  19th,  the 
chancres  look  cleaner,  although  they  have  fpread  much, 
even  under  this  courfe :  gonorrhoea  thicker,  but  the  glan- 
dular fwellings  arc  incrcafed  much,  and  tend  to  fuppu ra- 
tion ; 
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tion  ;  continued  the  nitrous  drink  and  poultice:  27th,  in- 
guinal enlargements  are  lefs,  the  chancres  healing,  go- 
norrhoea gone  ;  followed  the  nitrous  drink  :  O&ober  6th, 
fwellings  in  the  inguen  reduced,  poultice  was  difconti- 
nued  ;  took  the  nitrous  drink  regularly  on  till  the  23d  of 
October,  when  the  chancres  were  healed  ;  no  hardnefs  to 
be  felt  in  the  groin  ;  the  man  was  difcharged  in  good 
health  on  that  day. 

N.  B.  This  man  never  took  mercury. 

CASE  XXXI. 

William  FiLf  ham,  feaman,  34  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  9th  day  of  September, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  fixteen  days 
fince,  for  which  he  had  taken  five  fmall  pills,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  part  a  little  mercurial  ointment ;  his  mouth 
was  not  much' affected  by  it  j  he  was  fent  to  this  hofpital 
with  a  number  of  foul  chancres,  deep  around  the  glans  ; 
and  on  the  upper  internal  part  of  the  prepuce  there  are  a 
number  more,  the  penis  inflamed,  and  much  enlarged  ; 
the  next  day  he  was  ordered,  Iji  acidi  nitrofi  3iifs.  fy. 
fim.  |xij.  aq.  font.  m.  et.bibat  quotidie.  The 

chancres  were  drefled  with  the  ung.  alb.  He  continued 
daily  his  nitrous  drink  to  the  2d  of  November,  when  he 
Was  difcharged  cured. 

CASE  XXXII. 

James  Stokes,  feaman,  22  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Royal  Hofpital,  on  the  2d  of  September, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  eight  weeks 
fince  ;  the  firfl:  appearance  was  a  gonorrhoea,  and  its  at- 
tendant fymptoms,  which  ceafed  on  his  ufingan  injection, 

on 
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on  board  j  a  fuelling  then  came  on  in  each  groin,  which 
difperfed  on  his  taking  fome  mercurial  pills,  that  excited 
a  ptyaliiin  -,  he  then  returned  to  his  duty,  and  he  re- 
mained well  about  a  fortnight ;  that  ten  days  fince  a 
chancre  appeared,  half  way  down,  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
penis,  for  which  he  had  not  taken  any  medicine,  nor 
ufed  any  topical  application ;  he  fays,  he  has  had  the  vene- 
real difeafe  three  times  before  ;  the  laft  time  he  fuffered 
much  ;  the  chancre,  which  is  now  foul,  and  large^  oc- 
cupies a  great  part  of  the  right  fide  of  the  penis  3  the 
following  day  he  was  ordered,  Racidi  nitrofi  3ij.  fy.  lira, 
gx.  aq.  font,  jfeij.  m.  et  biBat  quotidie.  The  chancre  was 
dreffed  with  the  ung.  fperm.  cet.    September  17th,  the 
ekancre  fpreads,  looks  foul,  and  is  much  inflamed  ;  the 
tonfils  of  his  throat  are  enlarged  and  painful  ;  nitrous 
acid  increafed  to  three  drachms  daily  :  28th,  the  chancre 
increafes ;  excoriations  broke  out  on  the  fcrotum,  the 
throat  painful,  and  a  black  thick  cruft  covers  the  whole 
of  the  root  and  middle  of  his  tongue,  without  pain,  but  1 
has  the  appearance,  like  as  if  the  tongue  had  been  ftained 
with  coffee,  or  if  he  chewed  juice  of  liquorice ;  noctur- 
nal pain  of  his  limbs  deprives  him  of  fleep  till  dawn  of 
day;  ordered  to  continue  the  nitrous  drink,  and  a  linfeed 
meal  poultice  to  the  part :  30th,  poultice  difcontinued,  as 
he  complains  of  its  producing  pain;  the  man  is  become 
very  anxious  to  ufe  the  mercurial  friction,  as  his  com- 
plaints have  increafed  fo  much  fince  his  taking  the  drink  ; 
neverthelefs,  knowing,  from  experience,  the  efficacy  of 
the  nitrous  acid,  he  was  perfuaded  to  continue  its  ufe, 
and  apply  to  the  chancre  the  fperm.  cet.  ointment ; 
October  7th,  chancre  has  not  fpread  thefe  laft  two  days, 
pains  lefs,  excoriations  dryer,  but  the  black  cruft  on  his 
tongue  remains,  and  a  fmall  ulcer  has  broken  out  on  his 
upper  lip ;  the  nitrous  drink  continued;  15th  chancre 
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healing  rapidly,  excoriations  lefs,  pain  in  Av'allowing 
gone  5  drink  ordered :  October  23d,  chancre  healed, 
nocturnal  pains,  excoriations,  and  ulcer  on  the  upper  lip, 
well,  but  his  tongue  remains  as  before ;  drink  difconti- 
nued  :  28th,  fince  forbearing  the  drink  on  the  23d,  the 
black  cruft  is  nearly  gone  from  his  tongue,  and  the  man 
being  perfectly  well,  was  difcharged  from  the  Royal 
Hofpital  on  the  28th  of  October. 

N.  B.  It  is  worthy  remark,  that  this  man's  chancre 
and  venereal  complaints  got  worfe  under  the  nitrous  acid 
for  35  days,  and  though  the  chancre  was  then  very  large, 
it  healed  completely  in  16  days  from  its  fhewing  a  difpo- 
fition  ;  the  quantity  taken  was  100  drachms. 

CASE  xxx'ii'i. 

John  Harvey,  drummer,  16  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  15th  day  of  October, 
3797,  for  a  gonorrhoea,  which  he  had  contracted  about  a 
month  fince,  whilft  recruiting,  and  on  his  march  it'irt- 
creafed  much ;  he  had  not  taken  any  medicine,  nor  ufed 
aKy  injection  ;  he  had  with  this  gonorrhoea,  pain  in  par- 
ing his  urine,  attended  with  a  flight  phymofis,  and  the 
penis  was  inflamed ;  the  day  following  he  was  ordered,  R 
acidi  nitrofi  3'ij.  fy.  fim.  JViij.  aq.  font,  jfcij.  m.  et  bibat 
quotidie.  22d,  difcharge  thicker,  phymofis,  together 
with  the  inflammation  on  the  penis,  and  pain  in  making- 
water  gone ;  drink  continued,  and  he  was  ordered  to  ufe 
the  following  injection  :  R  acidi  nitrofi  gtt.  iv.  aq.  font. 
Jviij.  m.  f.  injectio ;  he  continued  his  nitrous  drink 
and  injection  to  the  2d  of  November,  when  he  was  dif- 
charged cured. 
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CASE  XXXIV. 

Joseph  Hawkes,  marine,  20  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Royal  Hofpital,  on  the  15th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1797,  for  a  gonorrhoea,  contracted  five  weeks 
fince,  at  Birmingham  ;  on  his  march  hither,  his  go- 
norrhoea nearly  ceafed,  but  a  fuelling  of  the  right  teftis 
came  on,  and  when  he  arrived  at  quarters,  viz.  twelve 
days  fince,  he  Was  fent  to  the  infirmary,  where  he  re- 
mained talcing  medicine,  &c.  till  the  day  he  was  fent  to 
this  hofpital,  without  gaining  any  relief.  He  had  now 
•a  very  large  hernia  humoralis,  on  the  right  fide,  a  go- 
norrhoea, with  much  fmarting ;  the  fame  day  he  was 
ordered,  R  acidi  nitrofi  3iifs.  fy.  fim.  ^xij.  aq.  font.  Jfjij* 
m.  et  bibat  quotidie,  to  apply  a  cold  faturnine  poultice  to 
the  part  twice  a  day.  2oth,  inflammation  and  fwelling 
much  reduced,  but  there  remains  an  hardnefs  of  the  fper- 
matic  cord,  which  is  enlarged  ;  poultice  difcontinued, 
drink  prefcribed.  26th,  hernia  humoralis  quite  gone, 
together  with  the  fmarting  of  urine,  but  the  gonorrhoea 
is  increafed  5  nitrous  acid  ordered  again,  and  he  was  en- 
joined to  ufe  the  following  injection  :  JjL  acidi  nitrofi  gtt. 
vi.  aq.  font.  |viij.  m.  f.  injeclio.  He  continued  his  nitrous 
injection  and  drink  daily  to  the  2d  of  November,  when 
he  was  difcharged,  cured. 


CASE  XXXVi 

Levy  Stubbs,  feaman,  24  years  of  age,  received 
into  the  hofpital,  on  the  10th  day  of  September,  1797, 
for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  fix  months,  eleven 
weeks  of  which  time  he  was  in  the  hofpital  fhip  at 
Cork,  where  he  rubbed  fuch  a  quantity  of  mercurial 
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ointment,  as  to  produce  a  copious  ptyalifm;  that  from 
the  hofpital  (hip  he  was  difcharged  fix  days  fince  ;  that 
on  his  paffage  hither,  the  venereal  difeafe  appeared  again, 
and  he  was  received  into  this  hofpital  with  a  bad  phy- 
mofis,  occafioned  by  feveral  chancres  on  the  prepuce, 
which,  although  they  had  cicatrized,  remained  callous, 
with  another  chancre  on  the  extremity  of  the  prepuce 
not  cured,  and  this  was  attended  with  a  conftant  dis- 
charge of  matter  from  the  urethra,  and  from  between 
the  glans  and  prepuce;  the  next  day  he  was  ordered,  R 
acidi  nitrofi         fy,  fim.  3xij<  aq<  font.  ifeij.  m.  et  bibat 
quotidie,  to  foak  the  penis  in  a  warm  fomentation  twice 
a  day,  then  to  apply  a  fperm.  ceti  drefling  to  the  chancre.' 
29th,  difcharge  of  matter  from  the  urethra  ceafed,  pre- 
puce ftill  continues  hard,  and  another  chancre  has  ap- 
peared on  it;  drink  ordered.    Goober  18th,  the  glans 
was  denuded,  when  a  large  chancre,  looking  healthy, 
was  difcovered  on  it ;  the  chancres  on  the  point  of  the 
prepuce  healed,  but  the  prepuce  is  ftill  callous.    As  he 
complained  of  the  nitrous  drink,  the  acid  Was  reduced  to 
two  drachms,  which  he  took  regularly  without  experi- 
encing any  inconvenience  up  to  the  6th  of  November, 
when  he  was  difcharged,  perfeftly  cured. 


CASE  'XXX VI.' 

1 

John  Jones,  feaman,  24  years  of  age,  was  received 
into  the  royal  hofpital,  on  the  4th  of  Oaober,  1797,  for 
a  venereal  complaint  which  he  had  «ontra£ted  about  three 
weeks  before  j  the  appearances  were  three  chancres  on  the 
glans,  and  four  days  after  he  applied  to  his  furgeon,  who 
rubbed  them  over  with  the  lunar  cauftic  ;  the  chancres 
foon  healed,  and  a  paraphymofis  followed  j  incifions,  by 
the  furgeon,  were  made  3  there  was  an  haemorrhage, 
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and  the  inflammation  went  off ;  the  man  now,  inftead  of 
a  paraphymofis  had  a  phymofis,  the  prepuce  was  divided 
on  both  fides  on  board,  and  mercurial  pills  were  given 
without  exciting  a  ptyalifm  ;  he  has  ftill  a  phymofis,  with 
ragged,  callous,  and  inflamed  edges,  where  the  incifions 
were  made,  and  a  difcharge  of  matter  from  the  glans  and 
prepuce ;  the  next  day  he  was  ordered,  R  acidi  nitron* 
giifs.  fy.  fim.  |xij.  aq.  font.  feij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie,  a 
poultice  applied  to  the  penis.  October  can  denude 
the  glans  ;  drink  ordered,  poultice  difcontinued.  He  took 
his  nitrous  drink  daily  to  the  9th  day  of  November, 
ivhen  he  was  difcharged  in  perfect  health. 


— - 


FAILURE  OF  THE  NITROUS  ACID. 

W 1  l  li  am  Den  ham,  feaman,  about  27  years  of  age, 
was  received  into  this  hofpital,  the  29th  day  of  July, 
1797,  for  a  chancre  on  the  glans,  for  which  he  had 
rubbed  on  his  thighs  fuch  a  quantity  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment, as  to  produce  a  copious  ptyalifm,  on  board :  the 
chancre  did  not  yield ;  now  foul  and  deep,  it  occupies 
the  fide  of  the  glans  penis  ;  his  mouth  is  ulcerated  from 
the  mercury,  and  he  fpits  freely ;  the  30th  he  was  or- 
dered, R  acidi  nitrofi  jifs.  fy.  fim.  Jviij/dec.  lignor  jfeij. 
m.  et  bibat  quotidie.    The  chancre  was  drelTed  with  the 
ung.  fperm.  cet.     Auguft  10th,  chancre  clean,  mouth 
better,  fpitting  lefs  j  ordered  to  continue  the  drink.  19th, 
mouth  nearly  well,  fpitting  ceafed,  chancre  healed  to 
within  the  fize  of  a  common  pea ;  continued  the  acid 
drink,  and  fperm.  cet.  drefting.    September  lit,  chancre 
jhc  fame,  difcharge  of  matter  from  the  urethra  j  conti- 
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nucd  the  nitrous  drink,  and  he  threw  up  the. following 
injection  :  R  acidi  nitrofi  gtt.  iv.  aq.  font.  ^viij.  m.  f.  inj. 
4-th,  nitrous  acid  increafed  to  two  drachms  daily,  nth, 
chancre  the  fame  fize,  difcharge  of  matter  from  the 
urethra  thicker  ;  topical  applications  ufed  to  the  part,  and 
perfevered  in  the  drink.  19th,  nitrous  acid  increafed  to 
three  drachms  daily ;  chancre,  as  before.  21ft,  running 
from  the  urethra  ceafed,  injection  difcontinued,  pro- 
ceeded with  the  nitrous  drink.  25th,  chancre  the  fame  ; 
drink  continued.  October  2d,  chancre  the  fame,  drink 
perfifted  in.  October  4th,  as  the  chancre  has  remained 
in  the  fame  ftate,  (about  the  use  of  a  fmall  pea)  with  an 
healthy  appearance,  notwithstanding  topical  applications, 
ever  fince  the  igth  day  of  Auguft,  and  the  nitrous  acid 
taken  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  drachms  ; 
the  man  folicitous  to  renew  the  mercurial  friction,  it 
was  ordered,  and  he  rubbed  fiye  fucceffive  nights  two 
drachms  of  the  ung.  hydrargy.  fort,  a  copious  ptyalifm 
followed,  the  chancre  fpread  under  its  ufe,  but  in  about 
fix  days  it  relented  and  healed.  The  man  recovered  h,is 
health  and  flrength,  and  was  difcharged,  perfectly  cured, 
pn  the  9th  day  of  November. 


SULPHURIC  ACID, 

CASE  I. 

Bartholomew  Connell,  feaman,  42  years  of 
age,  was  received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  27th  day  of 
Auguft,  1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  nine 
weeks  before  ;  the  firfl  appearance  was  a  chancre  at  the 

lower 
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lower  part  of  the  glans  penis  \  fome  mercurial  pills  ha4 
been  adminiftered  on  board,  his  mouth  became  fore,  and 
about  ten  days  after  the  pills  were  difcontinued,  and  fince 
that  time  the  chancre  had  been  fpreading-,  the  prepuce 
•was  much  (hrivelled,  from  a  venereal  infection  which 
■was  cured  in  this  hofpital,  in  1777.  He  had  now  a 
deep  foul  chancre  on  the  glans,  which  appeared  nearly  to 
communicate  with  the  urethra  j  the  next  day  he  was  or- 
dered, R  acidi  fulphur.  3L  fy.  fim.  fx.  aq.  font,  ifeij.  m. 
et  bibat  quotidie.  He  continued  this  drink  daily  up  to 
the  2d  of  October,  when  he  was  difcharged,  perfectly 
cured. 

N.  B.  This  man  never  complained  of  the  drink  dif- 
agreeing  with  him,  neither  was  his  health  in  any  refpeift 
impaired,  but  improved. 

case  II. 

James  Wilson,  ferjeant  of  marines,  22  years  of 
age,  received  into  this  hofpital,  on  the  i8th<Iay  of  Septem- 
ber, 1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint  contracted  a  month 
fince  j  the  firft  appearance  was  a  gonorrhoea  ;  he  had 
taken  fome  mercurial  pills,  on  which  the  gonorrhoea 
ceafed,  and  a  chancre  broke  put.  He  was  then  fent  :o  this 
hofpital ;  has  now  a  bad  phymofis,  great  difcharge  of 
matter  from  the  glans  and  prepuce,  and  on  the  inilde  of 
the  prepuce,  as  far  as  can  be  feen,  there  are  federal 
chancres,  alfq  a  large  chancre  on  the  outfide  of  the  pre- 
puce; the  next  day  he  was  ordered,  R  acidi  fulphur.  jifs. 
fy.  fim.  fxij.  a<l«  font.  l^ij.  m.  et  bibat  quotid;e,  to  apply 
a  drefling  of  ung.  alb.  to  the  rArt,  merely  to  prevent  the 
friction  of  his  linen.  25th,  worfe ;  chancre  fpreads, 
difcharge  of  matter  from  the  glans  more.  He  continued 
;hc.  frlphuric  acid,  and  injected  between  the  glans  and 

F  4  prepucq 


(   72  ) 

prepuce  a  decoction  of  althaea  root  October  8th, 
chancre  healing,  appetite  returning,  phymofis  yielding  ; 
continued  the  drink.  23d,  he  can  denude  the  glans, 
where  there  '  are  feveral  chancres  that  look  healthy  5 
chancre  on  the  outfide  of  the  prepuce  healed  j  drink  con- 
tinued daily  to  the  6th  day  of  November,  when  he  was 
difcharged,  cured. 

CASE  III. 

Nicholas  Wjlliams,  marine,  23  years  of  age^ 
was  received  into  this  hofpital  the  25th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  contracted  ten 
weeks  fince.  He  faid  that  he  had  been  on  furlough  to 
Wales,  where  he  firft  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  for  which, 
without  advice,  he  took  fome  cathartic  falts;  that  in 
three  or  four  weeks  the  running  ceafed ;  that  four  days 
after  he  perceived  a  chancre  on  the  penis,  and  this  was 
followed  by  another ;  for  thefe  chancres,  it  feemed,  he 
had  never  taken  any  thing,  nor  made  any  local  applica- 
tion. He  had  been  fevcn  days  on  his  march,  during 
which  time  his  complaints  were  aggravated.  The  day 
after  his  joining  quarters,  he  was  fent  hither  j  we  faw  a 
chancre  juft  below  the  prepuce,  on  the  upper  fide,  about 
the  fize  of  a  milling,  and  the  lower  one,  joining  the 
pubis,  Hill  larger,  both  were  painful,  and  very  foul ;  the 
next  day  he  was  ordered,  R  acidi  fulphuric.  3ifs.  fy.  fim. 
3 xij.  aq.  font,  foij.  m.  et  bibat  iquotidie,  chancres  were 
dreffed  with  the  ung.  alb.  October  5th,  the  chancres  were 
clean ;  as  he  complained  that  the  drink  occafioned  a  di- 
arrhoea, it  was  reduced  from  one  drachm  and  a  half  to 
one  drachm  daily  of  the  acid,  which  he  took  regularly 
without  any  inconvenience  or  complaint  to  the  6th  day 
of  November,  when  he  was  difcharged,  cured. 

No  B.  This  man  never  ufed  mercury. 
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Royal  Hofpital,  ntb  December ,  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

ACCORDING  to  my  promife,  I  do  myfelf  the  ho- 
nour offending  you  Mr.  Hammick's,  (jun.)  cafes  of  men 
who  have  been  cured  of  gonorrhoea  by  the  nitrous  acid 
only,  and  fome  of  them  even  without  any  kind  of  injec- 
tion. Under  the  courfe  of  this  acid,  the  appearance  of 
the  difeafe  has  vanifhed,  and  no  fwelling,  nor  ulcer  has 
followed.  The  heat  abated  without  either  cooling,  or 
mucilaginous  drinks  ;  no  particular  regimen  of  diet  was 
obferved,  and  no  apparent  ill  whatever  has  been  done  to 
the  conftitution. 

The  cure  of  gonorrhoea,  often  tedious  under  the  ufual 
mode  of  treatment,  and  fometimes  injurious  to  the  habit, 
has  been,  in  thofe  inftances  adduced,  completed  in  three 
weeks,  or  a  month.  It  remains  only  now  to  be  afcer- 
tained,  whether  the  feveral  cures  will  be  permanent  or 
not ;  and  although  we  have  little  or  no  doubt,  refpecting 
the  permanency,  yet  the  enquiry  is  interefting,  and  malj 
be  made. 

But  whilft  we  thus  fet  forth  -inftances  of  fuccefs  in 
gonorrhoea,  by  this  medicine,  and  in  the  cafes  already 
exhibited,  and  to  be  laid  before  the  public,  yet  it  will  be 
proper  to  add,  that  fince  we  began  in  April  laft,  to  ad- 
minifter  this  medicine,  we  have  been  foiled  in  ei^ht  or 
nine  inftances  j  and  although  thefe  unfuccefsful  cafes  did 
not  feem  to  be  differently  circumftaneed  from  others,  in 
which  this  medicine  had  been  efficacious ;   yet,  after 
giving  it  to  a  confiderable  extent,  without  any  great  or 
fatisfa&ory  amendment,  we  thought  it  would  be  but  juf- 
tice  to  the  patients,  and  candid  to  the  caufe  in  which  we 
were  engaged,  not  to  pufh  this  medicine  anv  farther,  but 
relieve  the  fufferers  by  other  means.     The  friction 

therefore 
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therefore  was  adopted,  by  which  the  diforder  indeed  gavg 
way,  but  fometimes  very  reluctantly. 

Although  about  50  cafes,  exemplifying  the -effect 
of  this  medicine,  have  been  fent  to  you,  yet  many  more, 
antecedent  to  the  communication,  and  fubfequent  to  it, 
might  be  fubjoined  if  it  were  neceflary  to  multiply  in- 
fiances.  The  failure  of  effpet,  in  eight  or  ten  patients, 
in  eight  months,  in  the  practice  of  a  great  naval  hof- 
pital,  cannot  furely  much  difp'arage  the  medicine.  Mer- 
cury itfelf,  the  great  catholicon  in  this  difeafe,  has  fome- 
times  bepn  found  inadequate,  and  its  ufe  has  been  fuf- 
pended,  but  it  has  not  therefore  been  much,  difcredited, 
nor  long  difufed. 

Perhaps  it  might  be  right  to  begin  with  the  nitrous 
acid,  and  to  carry  it  on  to  two,  or  even  three  hundred 
drachms,  and  if  the  difeafe  does  not  relent  at  all,  to  ufe 
the  friction,  and  after  that,  whether  the  malady  be  fub- 
dued  or  not,  to  have  recourfe  again  to  the  nitrous  acid, 
as  a  reftorative,  for  as  fuch  we  have  found  it. 

It  is  matter  of  fatisfaction  to  find,  that  the  nitrons 
acid  has  fucceeded  with  feveral  practitioners  in  this  dii- 
trict.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  many  teftimonies  may  be 
further  produced,  and  that  from  a  mafs  of  obfervations, 
not  only  our  own  reports,  and  thofe  cf  others  may  be 
corroborated  ;  but  that  the  power  of  the  medicine  may 
be  further  confirmed,  under  different  difcriminations  of 
the  diforder,  and  its  ufe  more  univerfally  extended. 

And  now,  Sir,  fuffer  me  to  fay,  that  both  Mr.  Ham- 
mick  and  myfelf  are  very  fenfible  of  the  obligations  we 
are  under  to  you,  and  not  only  me,  but  the  public  at 
large  are  indebted  for  the  activity  you  have  fhewn,  for 
the  trouble  you  have  taken,  fo  voluntarily  upon  yourfelf, 
and  for  the  zeal  you  have  manifefted  upon  this  import- 
ant occafion. 

I  am,  &c. 

Fra.  Geach. 


CASE 
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CASE  I. 


John  Pardal,  feaman,  22  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Royal  Hofpital,  on  the  if!  day  of  No- 
vember, 1797,  for  a  gonorrhoea,  with  its  concomitant 
iymptoms,  of  one  week  Handing.  He  had  not  taken 
any  medicine,  neither  had  he  ufed  any  local  application  ; 
the  day  following  he  was  ordered,  R  acidi  nitrofi  3 ij , 
.fy.  fim.  fxij.  aq.  font.  Itij.  m.  et  bibat  quptidie.  7th, 
aj  lor  urinae  gone ;  drink  continued,  and  ordered  to 
throw  up  the  following  inje&ion : .  R  acidi  nitrofi  gtt. 
viij.  aq.  font.  ^viij.  m.  f.  inje£t.  He  continued  his  ni- 
trous drink  and  injection  daily  to  the  27th  of  November, 
when  he  was  difcharged,  cured. 


case  11. 


John  Arnold,  feaman,  21  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Hofpital,  on  the  25th  day  of  October, 
-1797,  for  a  gonorrhoea  virulenta,  of  three  weeks  dura- 
tion, for  which  he  had  only  taken  a  dofe  of  pills  from  a 
fhip-mate ;  the  day  following  he  was  ordered,  R  acidi 
ifltrdfi  3iifs.  fy.  firn.  ^xij.  aq.  font.  jfcij.  m.  et  capiat  quo- 
tidie. November  2d,  inflammation  and  fwelling  gone 
from  the  penis,  together  with  the  heat  of  urine,  and  the 
difchargehad  thickened  ;  drink  continued,  and  the  foU 
lowing  injedion  was  prefcribed :  R  acidi  nitrofi  gtt.  vi. 
aq.  font.  fviij,  m.  f.  injeft.  He  continued  his  nitrous 
mjeaion  and  drink  up  to  the  27th  dav  of  November, 
when  he  was  difcharged,  cured. 


CASE 
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case  nr. 

Henry  Hooper,  marine,  20  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Royal  Hofpital,  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1797,  for  a  gonorrhoea,  which  he  had  contracted 
ten  days  before.  He  had  not  taken  any  medicine,  nei- 
ther had  he  ufed  any  injection ;  the  day  following  he  was 
ordered,  R  acidi  nitrofi^ij.  fy.  fim.  ^x.  aq.  font.  Jfcij.  m. 
et  bibat  quotidie.  19th,  ardor  urinae  gone.  He  conti- 
nued this  nitrous  drink  daily  to  the  nth  day  of  Decern* 
ber,  when  he  was  difcharged,  perfectly  cured. 

CASE  IV." 

Michael  Staines,  marine,  22  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  this  Hofpital,  on  the  13th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1797,  for  a  gonorrhoea  of  four  days  ftanding,  at- 
tended with  great  pain.  He  had  not  taken  any  medicine  ; 
the  next  day  he  was  ordered,  R  acidi  nitrofi  3ifs.  fy.  fun. 
3  viij.  aq.  font.  ftij.  m.  et  bibat  quotidie.  roth,  para- 
phymofis  came  on,  with  excoriations  on  the  glans  ;  the 
nitrous  acid  was  increafed  to  two  drachms  and  a  half, 
which  he  continued  regularly  to  the  nthdayof  De«» 
-comber,  when  he  was  difcharged,  cured. 

case  v. 

John  Oats,  marine,  1.9  years  of  age,  was  received 
into  the  hofpital,  on  the  226.  day  of  November,  1797, 
for  a  gonorrhoea,  which  he  had  contracted  nine  days 
fince,  and  for  which  no  medicine  of  any  kind  had  been 
adminiftered ;  the  fame  day  he  was  ordered,  R  acidi 
nitrofi  3'ij.  fy.  fim,  Jviij.  aq.  font.  Jb'j-  m.  et  bibat  quo- 
tidie. 
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t;ulc.  28th,  ardor  urinre  gone.  The  nitrous  mixture 
was  '  continued  daily  to  the  nth  day  of  December, 
when  he  was  difcharged,  cured. 

CASE  VI. 

William  Walker,  marine,  25  years  of  age,  was 
received  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  1797,  for  a  go- 
norrhoea of  ten  days  ftanding.    From  his  inattention, 
the  difcharge  from  the  urethra  had  excoriated  both  glans 
and  prepuce.    He  had  not  taken  any  medicine ;  the  fame 
day  he  was  ordered,  R  acidi  nitron  gins,  fy.  fim.  Jxij.  aq. 
font.  ftij.  m.  etbibatquotidie.  He  was  enjoined  to  keep  the 
excoriated  parts  clean  with  milk  and  water.  December  3d, 
gonorrhoea  quite  thick  and  ropy,  pain  of  urine  abated; 
drink  ordered  up  to  the  nth  day  of  December,  when 
he  was  difcharged,  cured. 


TO  DOCTOR  BEDDOES. 

sir,  Kidderminjier^  'January  13,  1798. 

o'  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  cafe  of  fyphilis, 
which  I  was  induced  to  treat  with  the  nitrous  acid,  in 
confequence  of  an  invitation  publifhcd  fome  time  ago,  in 
your  circular  letter  to  profeflional  men. 

The  cafe  was  fo  deplorable,  and  the  fuccefs  fo  com- 
pleat,  that  you  will  allow  me  to  be  the  more  particular 
in  ftating  it ;  and  to  obferve,  that  in  order  the  event 
might  gain  full  credit  with  you,  I  requefted  Mr. 
Wheeler,  a  very  deferving  furgeon,  in  this  town,  occa- 
fionally  to  vifit  the  patient  with  me,  and  mark  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  cure, 

Fr  ancec 
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Frances  Bromage;  27  years  of  age,  th*  wife  0/ 
a  private  in  the  nth  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  defired 
me  to  vifit  her,  in  January,  1797,  for  the  firft  time.  I 
found  her  much  debilitated,  having  a  very  extenfive 
bubo  in  each  groin,  of  fix  months  {landing.  She  had 
been  difmifled  by  the  regimental  furgeon,  and  fent  home 
to  her  friends;  where  (he  was  attended  for  two  months, 
previous  to  my  firft  vifit,  by  an  ignorant  quack,  who  or- 
dered nothing  but  rags  dipped  in  Goulard  water  to  be 
tonftantly  applied  to  the  wounds. 

For  nine  months  I  treated  her  with  mercury,  clcuta, 
opium,  bark,  decoction  of  the  woods,  &c.  Scc'^without 
any  advantage.  She  grew  more  emaciated,  and  the  bubos 
had  a  ragged  cancerous  appearance.  On  the  8th  of  Oc- 
tober laft,  I  began  with  giving  her  one  dram  of  the  red- 
fuming  nitrous  acid,  diluted  in  a  pint  of  water,  with 
fugar,  every  24  hours.  On  the  13th,  I  doubled  the 
dofe,  which  quantity  flie  has  taken  ever  fince,  without 
interruption  or  inconvenience.  After  having  taken  it  a 
month,  her  appetite  mended,  the  pain  became  more  to- 
lerable, the  difcharge  decreafed,  and  the  bubos  began  to 
heal.  She  is  now  fo  well  as  to  drefs  herfelf,  and  to 
walk  aboilt  without  any  afliftance,  and  has  no  complaint, 
but  fome  remaining  weaknefs  from  fo  long  confine '  r 
ment.  She  has  taken  in  all  one  pint,  /even  ounces,  and 
jive  drachms  of  the  acid.  I  directed  her  to  drink  it 
through  the  fpout  of  a  tea-pot,  by  which  means  it  did 
not  afFeft  her  teeth. 

This  is  the  only  cafe  I  have  had  of  making  a  fair 
trial  of  the  acid — it  being  very  difficult  in  private  prac- 
tice to  make  our  patients  adhere  to  rules  for  any  length 
of  time.  . 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  rnoft  obedient  fcrvant, 

George  Custance. 
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Extracts  of  Letters  from  Dr.  Geach. 

Royal  Hcfpital,  2\th  November,  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  the  favour  of  your  letters,  and 
beg  to  obferve  that  feamen  with  gonorrhoea,  unaccom- 
panied with  other  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  are 
feldom  fent  to  this  hofpital ;  as  they  are  cured  by  the 
furgeons  of  their  refpedtive  fhips  :  neither  do  we  very 
often  receive,  from  quarters,  marines  fo  circumftanced; 
unlefs  the  marine  infirmary  be  full. 

It  has  happened,  however,  that  we  have  had  two  fea- 
men with  gonorrhoea,  who  have  been  cured  with  the 
nitrous  acid,  and  difcharged  to  their  fhips,  and  have  a€ 
prefent  four  marines  with  the  fame  complaint  only,  who 
alfo  had  taken  no  mercury,  but  are  getting  well  by  the 
fame  nitrous  medicine.  Under  this  courfe  neither  fea- 
men nor  marines  have  hitherto  had  any  fwelling,  or 
ulcer  in  any  part.  The  gonorrhoea  has  gone  progref- 
fively  through  its  ftages,  as  when  meraury  has  been 
.  ufed,  and  no  injection  has  been  thrown  up  until  the  dis- 
charge became  confiftent,  and  that  injection  has  been 
only  the  nitrous  acid  diluted;-  the  proportion  about  four 
or  five  drops  of  the  acid  to  eight  ounces  of  water. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Fra.  Geach. 


Royal  Hofpital,  i$th  January,  1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  you  defircd  that  we  would  make  trial  of  the  pbcf- 
pboric  acid,  in  lues  venerea,  I  now  do  myfelf  the  honor 
of  inclofing  a  cafe  by  .Mr.  Hammiclc,  junior,  in  which 
2  that 
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tliat  medicine  has  been  fuccefsful :  but  the  progrefs  tt 
the  cure  was  fingular  enough.  The  firft  appearance  of 
healing  was  in  the  middle  of  the  ulcer,  and  the  cicatrix* 
thus  beginning  at  a  central  point,  gradually  extended  to 
the  extremities  of  the  chancre ;  fo  that  the  ufual  order 
of  healing  was  here  inverted,  and  the  edges  were  the 
Jaft  parts  cicatriced.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen 
this  order  in  other  cafes  from  the  internal  ufe  either  of 
mercury  or  the  nitrous  acid. — But  fuch  a  circumftance 
has  occurred  when  the  leaves  of  hemlock  have  been 
applied  to  a  common  ulcer  in  the  leg.  Each  granula- 
tion, in  thofe  instances,  has  had  its  feparate  cicatrix,  and 
the  whole  ulcer,  thus  coated,  has  remained  long  with 
thofe  eminencies  till  at  length  the  whole  irregular  fur- 
face  has  had  one  general  fcale*  which  at  fome  diftance 
of  time  has  peeled  off*  and  then  the  unevennefs  has  not 
been  viable. 

The  man,  who  took  the  phosphoric  acid.,  has  had  no 
pain  in  his  head,  no  fore  throat,  nor  eruptions  of  any 
kind  fince  his  ulcer  was  healed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be*  Sir, 

Fra.  Geach. 

CASE. 

John  Wiley,  feaman,  21  years  of  age,  was  re- 
ceived into  this  hofpital,  on  the  17th  day  of  November, 
1797,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  which  he  had  contract- 
ed about  five  weeks  before ;  the  firft  appearance  was  a 
chancre  on  the  glans,  and  an  induration  in  each  groin, 
for  which  he  ufed  the  mercurial  friction,  eighteen  nights 
on  board  his  (hip,  without  exciting  a  ptyalifm ;  the  in- 
guinal enlargements  yielded,  but  when  he  was  fent  hither, 
he  had  a  large,  foul,  and  deep  chancre,  with  irregular 

edges, 
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edgts,  occupying  more  than  half  the  glahs  :  he  took  phos- 
phoric acid  3ij.  fyr.  fimpl.  |vi.  aq.  commun.  Ibij. — bibat 
quotidie.  The  chancre  was  dreffed  with  fperma  ceti  oint- 
ment :  24th  no  vifible  alteration.  30th  the  chancre  looked 
cleaner.  Drink  and  dreffing  continued.  December  the  7th 
the  ulcer  began  to  heal,  although  it  had  not  contracted 
in  the  fmalleft  degree :  the  phofphoriC  acid  was  increafed 
to  two  drachms  and  half  daily,  and  this  quantity  he 
took  on  regularly  to  the  nth  day  of  January,  1798^ 
when  he  was  difcharged  perfectly  cured  of  his  chancre* 


Royal  Hofpitat,  l6tb  January,  179?*. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  very  kind  favour  yefterday  :  pre- 
Vioufly  however,  to  the  receipt  of  it,  I  had  written  the 
fenclofed  letter,  with  an  intention  to  fend  it  that  very- 
day,  together  with  Mr.  Hammick's  cafe  of  the  patient 
who  had  taken  the  phofphoric  acid.  Permit  me  to  thank 
you  for  this  inftance  of  your  kindnefs*,  and  for  that  which 
you  fo  obligingly  intend  by  your  publication.  I  hope, 
by  degrees  we  mall  come  to  a  certainty  about  the  effect 
of  the  nitrous  acid  j  but  I  am  more  and  more  convinced, 
that  there  is  a  neceffity  to  adminifter,  in  fome  cafes,  3 
great  quantity  before  the  diforder  will  yields.  In  tWo 
inftances  the  nitrous  acid  had  an  extraordinary  effedl:,  in 
giving  a  purple  hue  to  the  lips  and  to  the  whole  coun- 
tenance, which  looked  as  if  it  had  been  wiped  with  a 
handkerchief  impregnated  with  indigo*  This  appear- 
ance, confined  to  the  face  only,  was  accompanied  with  a 
violent  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  accelerated  circula- 
tion. Under  this  premire,  and  "with  this  appearance, 
the  acid,  for  a  few  days,  was  discontinued,    The  fymp- 
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torhs  then  went  entirely  off  without  any  medicine,  & 
Change  of  regimen  j  the  cure  was  ftill  progreflive,  but 
not  more  rapid  than  ui'ual ;  health  was  not  injured  after- 
wards, neither  was  the  appetite  at  all  diminifhed,  not 
even  at  the  time  of  the  difcnloration.  This  is  a  ftriking 
proof  of  the  effect  'of  the  nitrous  acid,  for  which  you 
may  be  able  to  account. 

I  here  beg  to  fubjoin  Mr.  Hammick's  account  of 
thefe  two  cafes,  which  he  had  noted  in  the  prefciip- 
tion  books.  "  Charles  Macarty,  and  Jofeph  Renny, 
"  who  had  been  under  a  courfe  of  the  nitrous  acid  for 
"  fome  days,  (.the  quanticy  two  drachms  to  a  quart  of 
"  water,  and  fix  ounces  of  fyrup  •,)  on  taking  near  a> 
"pint  of  the  mixture  at  one  draught  towards  evenings 
tc  were  feized,  at  midnight,  with  a  vertigo,  pain  in  the 
"  head,  throbbing  of  the  heart,  and  of  the  carotid  ar- 
*'  teries,  tremor — The  furface  of  the  body,  in  the  morn'-- 
<c  ing,  appeared  red ;  but  the  lips  and  face  were  of  a 
11  violet  colour.  Thefe  fymptoms  and  appearances 
'*  foon  went  off:  and,  by  a  difufe  of  the  medicine  for  a 
"  few  days,  and  on  being  enjoined  not  in  future  to  drink' 
"  lb  great  a  quantity  at  a  time,  they  never  returned. 
"  This  effect  has  been  noticed  only  in  two  inftances. 
"  But  by  thefe  we  fee  plainly,  that  the  nitrous  acid 
"  ought  not  to  be  taken  in  dofes  too  large  at  a  time/' 

Fra.  Geack. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  LAURENCE,  SURGEON. 

Sir,  Lijkeardy  Cornwall,  i$tb  "July,  1798-. 

IN  ready  compliance  with  the  requeft  in  your  laft 
obliging  favor,  I  fet  down  to  communicate,  as  briefly  as 
poflible,  the  outlines  of  my  Imall  flock  of  experience  in 
Jflie  ufe  ef  the  nitrous  acid  in  venereal  complaints.  I 
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kooe  my  concifcnefs  will  be  excufed,  as  long  cafes  ar* 
ZeceLly  tedious,  and  to  dcfcribe  every  fymptom 
would  be  to  write  a  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  itfelf. 

-,  a  female,  set.  38,  was  placed  under 


my  care  in  January  i797-  She  had  laboured  under  fy. 
philis  upwards  of  ten  years  :  during  this  time  me  had 
taken  incalculable  quantities  of  mercury,  from  the  hands 
of  a  number  of  praditioners,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
falivation  had  been,  more  than  once,  excited.  She  had 
now  difcontinued  every  fort  of  medicines  for  feveral 
months;  and  from  circumftances  it  was  very  improbable 
that  there  had  been  any  reCent  infeaiom 

When  I  faw  her,  the  following  was,  briefly,  her  fix- 
ation :  from  the  joint  of  the  right  moulder,  there  reach- 
ed pofteriorly,  over  almoft  the  whole  extent  of  the  fca- 
pula,  innumerable  little  finuous  ulcers,  charaftenfed  by 
the  hard  and  livid  margin,  fo  proper  to  the  difeafe,  and 
by  that  peculiar  difcharge  which  ftrikes  an  impreffion, 
fui  generis,  on  the  o^ories;  the  trapezius,  was,  in- 
deed, a  mere  honeycomb  ;— fhe  had  nodes  on  the  tibia 
of  each  leg,  great  ftrifture  acrofs  the  forehead,  painful 
and  reftlefs  nights,  Impaired  appetite— in  fhort,  her  ge- 
neral ftate  of  health  was  much  deranged,  and  her  afped 
truly  morbid. 

I  put  her  immediately  on  the  ufe  of  the  nitric  acid, 
beginning  with  half  a  drachm,  diluted  to  the  tafte,  twice 
in  the  day,  and  drcfled  the  ulcers  fuperficially  with  the 
common  unguentum  cerse.  I  purpofely  forebore  the,  adop- 
tion of  any  other  medicine  or  application,  in  order  to 
give  the  acid  a  fair  trial. 

At  the  expiration  of  a  week,  I  ordered  the  dofe  to  be 
increafed  to  a  drachm  bis  indies,  remarking  no  particular 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  ulcers  y  but  the  pa- 
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tlent  thought  her  head  and  fhins  were  not  Co  painfuL 
and  her  two  laft  nights  had  been  better. 

Pergat  in  ufu  acidi,  ut  antea  prafcriptt. 
At  the  end  of  another  week,  I  faw.  her  again,  when 
you  will  readily  guefs  the  pleafure  with  which  I  noticed 
the  following  chan-e  in  her  fymptoms  :  the  edges  of  the 
ulcers  were  beginning  co  lofe  their  AW  appearance,  and 
to  fubftitute  a  frejh  pond  colour;  three  or  four  of  the 
fmalleft  were  almoft  clofed  in;  the  fcetor  of  the  difcharge 
was  alfo  fenfibly  diminifhed ;  her  nocturnal  pains  had 
been  greatly  alleviated;  her  fleep  was  comparatively 
good,  and  her  appetite  much  improved. 

As  no  collateral  ill  confequences  arofe  from  the  acid, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  beft  effects  appeared  to  follow' 
its  ufe,  I  perfifted  in  the  employment  of  it  until  (I  have 
great  fatisfaction  in  being  able  to  fay)  a  complete  cure 
was  effected;  the  ulcers  being  perfectly  healed,  the  ex- 
oftofes  of  the  tibia  and  the  ftrifture  of  the  forehead 
thoroughly  removed,  and  the  general  irate  of  health  fully 
xe-eftablifhed. 

She  came  under  my  management  the  fecond  of  Janu- 
ary, and  was  difcharged  from  it  the-fixteenth  of  March, 
1797.  Thus,  in  lefs  than  three  months,  the  cure  of  a 
cafe  was  completed  by  the  nitrous  acid,  that  had  refilled 
the  powers  of  mercury  for  more  than  ten  years. 

J  '  — a  poor  ignorant  man,  had,  in  a1 
moment  of  intoxication,  caught  the  venereal  infection  ; 
which  did  not  make  its  appearance  in  an  obvious  form 
till  fome  months  after;  during  which  time,  being  a 
married  man,  he  had,  naturally,  communicated  the  dif- 
cafe  to  his  wife.  When  application  was  made  to  me 
(in  April  1797,)  feven  months  after  the  unfortunate  con- 
nection,  the  huiband  laboured  under  chancres  on  the 
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prepuce  and  glans  penis,  together  with  a  very  difordered 
general  ftate  of  fyftem,  and  the  woman  had  frequent 
difcharges  from,  and  pains  in  the  genitals. 

I  confidered  this  a  good  opportunity  for  another  trial 
of  the  acid,  more  efpecially  as  no  attempt  had  been  ma:!e 
to  obtain  relief,  and  confequently  mercury  could  not 
poflibly  be  fufpecled  of  having  any  fhare  in  the  event  of 
the  cafe,  whatever  it  might  prove.  They  were,  ac- 
cordingly, directed  to  take  each  half  a  drachm,  diluted 
with  the  neceffary  quantity  of  water,  twice  in  the  day ; 
which  dofe,  at  the  end  of  the  week,  was  augmented  to 
3  drachm  twice  in  the  day.  In  two  months,  thefe  two 
perfons  were  perfectly  cured,  and  have  remained  well  to 
the  prefent  time. 

A  young  gentleman,  a  friend  of  mine,  had  for  fome 
time  fuffered  under  a  fyphilitic  fcabies,  affecling  many 
parts  of  the  furface  of  the  body  ;  which  yielded  in  a 
furprizingly  fhort  fpace  of  time  to  an  exhibition  of  the 
nitrous  acid. 

I  have  alfo  received  the  thanks  of  feveral  military  and 
r.aval  friends  for  my  recommendation  of  this  remedy, 
which  has  removed  their  complaints  after  the  ufual  me- 
thods had  failed. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  Sec. 

A.  Laurence, 


LETTER   FROM  MR.  MAY,  SURGEON, 

Dear  Sir,  Plymouth  Dock. 

TO  do  juftice  to  Mr.  Scott's  recommendation,  though 
my  expectations  were  by  no  means  fanguine,  I  was  de>- 
tcrmined  to  give  the  medicine  a  fair  trial ;  my  fituation 
foon  afforded  mc  fucii  an  opportunity  j  and  that  no  doubts 
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might  be  entertained,  the  moft  fimple  form  was  adopted, 
and  every  other  medicine,  excepting  a  laxative,  and  oc- 
cafionally  an  anodyne  at  night,  were  moft  ftri£tly  for- 
bidden. Externally  nothing  was  ever  ufed  but  a  lotion 
of  warm  milk  and  water,  to  keep  the  parts  as  clean  as 
poflible.  In  the  following  cafes  a  plain  and  fimple  ftate- 
ment  of  fails  is  given  ;  and  I  think  they  ferve  to  efta- 
blifh,  in  behalf  of  the  medicine,  a  credit  of  the  firft  im- 
portance in  the  cure  of  lues.  That  it  will  cure  every 
cafe  that  may  occur  is  not  for  me  to  decide,  but  I  muft 
at  the  fame  time  obferve,  I  have  yet  in  no  one  inftance 
failed. 

If  the  medicine  be  properly  prepared,  I  have  no  doubt 
of  its  fuccefs  when  perfevered  in,  without  harraffing  the 
conftitution  in, the  manner  that  mercury  is  known  to.  do. 
I  have  felected  the  eight  following  cafes  from  a  number 
of  others,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  I  have  had 
longer  experience  of  their  cures  being  perfect.  The 
firft  of  which  has  been  upwards  of  12  months,  and  the 
latter  fix. 

The- cafe  of  James  Spratt,  I  think,  is  a  very  fingularly 
ilriking  one.  The  bubo  was  the  largeft  I  ever  faw,  and 
almoft  as  hard  asaftone;  the  inflammation,  as  I  have 
obferved,  was  very  trifling.  The  change  produced  on. 
the  appearance  of  the  chancres  was  foon  evident,  but 
the  bubo  for  a  long  time  remained  unaltered ;  and  when 
he  complained  of  being  tired,  and  naufeating  the  medi- 
cine, 1  was  ftill  determined,  after  a  little  time,  to  perfe- 
vere  ;  but  finding  an  alteration  in  the  courfe  of  fo  fhort 
a  time,  I  was  willing  to  remain  a  diligent  obferver  of 
Uvhat  was  to  happen,  till  I  fhould  fee  what  further  fteps 
might  be  neceflary.  After  the  total  difperfion  of  the 
bubo,  I  kept  him  in  the  hofpital  for  fome  time,  but 
finding  no  traces  of  his  djfeafe  remaining,  he  was  dif- 
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barged,  and  is  to  this  day  in  perfcft  heaUh.--At  what 

period  the  venereal  virus  might  have  bee.  fubauea  « 
difficult  to  fay,  but  'tis  probable  he  had  taken  more  of 
the  medicine  than  was  abfolutely  required. 

Duong  the  courfe  .of  the  acid  in  the  different  cafes 
recited,  I  obferved  a  great  regularity  in  the  effect  pro- 
duced j  that  it  occafioned  a  .greater  difcharge  of  urine 
md  perfpiratio* ,  the  bowels  were  foretimes  lax,  but 
more  frequently  bound,  and  griping  was  fometimes  com- 
plained of.    The  anodyne  at  night  relieved  this  com- 
plaint, fo  that  I  have  fn.ce  regularly  directed  it  to  be 
taken.   Sorenefe  in  the  .mouth  has  not  generally  attended 
the  exhibition  of  this  medicine,  and  when  it  has,  I  am 
fctisfkd  it  was  owing  to  the  local  aaion  of  the  acid  ;  as 
nothing  like  ulcer  ha<  been  obferved. 

Were  no  other  advantage  to  be  derived  from  this  me- 
dicine, its  efficacy  in  flopping  the  progrefs  of  buboes  to 
fcppuration  would  be  of  the  utmoft  importance.  I  have 
tried  it  in  fcrofulous  fwellings  but  in  vain.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  the  cures  of  the  cafes  recited  might  have  been 
Shortened  by  external  applications,  in  conjunction  with 
the  acid,  but  this  would  have  been  foreign  to  my  view, 
which  was  fimply  to  give  a  full  and  impartial  trial. to  the 
medicine  recommended  by  Mr.  Scott. 

Should  you  be  of  opinion  that  thefe  obfervations  are 
at  all  worthy  your  attention,  they  are  perfedly  at  youf 
(crvice  to  make  what  ufe  of  them  you  pleafe. 
I  am,  &c. 

Vaughan  May,  Surgeon  to  Ms  Majefty's 

Ordnance. 


CASE  I. 


James  Spratt,  gunner  in  the  royal  regiment  of 
artiilery,  was  received  into  the  hofpital  on  the  3d  of 
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March,  1797,  for  the  cure  of  a  very  large  bubo  in  the 
left  groin.    The  tumor  I  think  was  the  largefl  I  ever 
remember,  to  have  met  with,  but  not  very  painful,  or 
much  inflamed.    He  had  alfo  feveral  deep  chancres  on 
the  prepuce,  attended  with  great  forenefs,  and  inflamma- 
tion.   He  was  ordered  a  dofe  of  falts,  and  directed  to 
keep  the  chancres  clean  by  frequently  warning  them  with 
warm  milk  and  water.    He  had  taken  no  medicine  pre- 
vious to  his  admiffion.    On  the  4th,  one  drachm  of  the 
concentrated  nitrous  acid,  diluted  with  16  ounces  of 
water,  was  ordered,  which  the  nurfe  was  directed  to  fee 
him  take  in  the  courfe  of  24  hours.    On  the  5th,  I 
found  he  had  perfpired  freely  in  the  night,  and  his  urine 
had  been  increafed  in  quantity.    His  medicine  was  re- 
peated.   On  the  6th,  finding  he  made  no  complaints 
againft  his  medicine,  I  directed  two  drachms  of  the  acid 
to  the  fame  quantity  of  water.    On  the  7th,  the  chan- 
cres  were    perfectly  clean,  and  healthy  granulations 
covered  the  bottoms  of  the  fores.    The  fame  quantity 
of  the  acid  was  daily  continued,  and  on  the  14th,  the 
chancres  were  perfectly  healed.    The  bubo  remained  un- 
altered to  the  feel,  was  very  hard,  but  by  no  means 
painful.    Medicine  continued.     At  this  time  he  com- 
plained of  forenefs  in  his  mouth,  his  gums  were  red, 
and  he  fpit  confiderably  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  but 
there  was  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  ulceration  in  the 
mouth,  nor  was  his  breath  at  all  ofFenfive.    He  com. 
plained  alfo  of  uneafinefs  in  his  bowels  j  his  body  was 
perfcaiy  regular  during  the  courfe  of  the  medicine.  He 
was  now  ordered  a  pill  confifting  of  1  i  grain  of  opium 
at  bed  time.    He  continued  to'take  his  medicine  regu. 
larly,  without  producing  any  efFecl  worthy  remark  'till 
the  20th,  when  he  complained  that  his  medicine  made 
frm  fick,  and  th^t  he  could  take  it  no  longer.    At  this 
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time  no  apparent  alteration  had  taken  place  In  the  tumor, 
jt  remained  hard  and  indolent,  without  much  pain  or 
inflammation. 

The  acid  was  omitted,  and  the  anodyne  of  courfe. 
On  the  23d,  the  inflammation,  which  from  the  beginning 
had  been  trifling,  totally  difappeared.  On  the  27th,  the 
tumor  began  to  grow  fofter.  On  the  31ft,  it  was  much 
fofter,  and  I  thought  I  could  feel  a  deep  feated  fluctua- 
tion, fo  that  I  had  no  doubt  but  it  would  fuppurate.  On 
the  4th  of  April  it  was  ftill  fofter  and  decreafed.  On 
the  9th  rapidly  decreafmg,  and  on  the  14th  totally  dif, 
perfed. 


CASE  11. 


Henry  Simms,  gunner,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1797, 
was  admitted  into  the  hofpital  for  the  cure  of  a  o-eneral 
pxcoriation  of  the  glans,  and  a  bubo.    He  had  taken  no 
medicines.    After  an  opening  medicine,  on  the  29th, 
he  began  whh  one  drachm  of  the  acid,  as  in  the  former 
cafe.    On  the  30th  I  found  he  had  perfpired  freely,  had 
made  much  water,  and  had  two  lax  floofe  in  the  courfe 
of  the  night  ;  his  bubo  had  been  very  painful.    He  was 
particularly  charged  to  keep  the  glans  perfetfly  clean  by 
frequently  wafhing  the  parts  with  warm  milk  and  water. 
May  the  rft,  the  bubo  was  lefs  painful,  the  acid  was  in- 
creafed  to  two  drachms.    On  the  4th,  the  inflammation 
ceafed,  the  bubo  was  lefs,  the  pain  totally  left  him,  and 
the  excoriation  had.  a  milder  appearance.    On  the  8th, 
the  parts  were  healing,  and  the  bubo  aJmoft  difncrf-d" 
On  the  12th,  the  bubo  difappeared,  and  the  excoriation 
was  nearly  well.    The  fores  were  reduced  to  a  fma'i 
chancre  on  the  end  of  the  glans,  which  remained  in  one 
ftate  till  the  9th  of  June,  to  which  tune  he  regularly 
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continued  his  medicine,  when  he  complained  of  bem5 
tired,  and  it  was  omitted.    On  the  mh  he  was 
charged  cured. 


case  in- 


David  Lewis,  gunner,  was  admitted  on  the  4A  of 
May,  1797,  tor  thereof  feveral'  chancres,  and  bubo; 
he  began  the  acid  on  the  5th,      ^  dofe  of  -e  drachm, 
„  before,  which  on  the  7ch  was  mcreafed  to  two  drachms 
His  trine'  and  perfpiration  were  increafed.    On  the  8th 
the  bubo  was  reduced  in  foe,  and  the  chancres  put  on 
»  healthy  appearance.    On  the  Uth,  he  ab  fented  hun- 
frlf  from  the  hofpital  and  got  drunk,  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  prepuce  was  very  much  inflamed.    1  ne  add 
was  difcontinued,  and  a  faline  mixture  with  tart,  antim. 
was  given  every  eight  hours. 

Notwithstanding  this  irregularity,  no  traces  ot 
the  bubo  were  to  be  obferved  on  the  »th.  On  the  13th, 
a  confutable  difcharge  iffiied  from  between  the  glans 
and  prepuce,  which  continued  much  inflamed  and  pam- 
fai      His  mixture  was  continued,  he  was  ordered  to 
foment  the  parts  often,  and  to  take  gr.  I  \  of  opium  at 
ni.ht  in  a  pill.    Under  this  treatment  he  continued  gra- 
dually to  grow  better  till  the  31ft,  when  the  fuelling 
being  reduced,  and  perfedly  eafy,  the  acid  was  agam 
had  recourfe  to.    The  difcharge  daily  leffened,  and  on 
the  10th  ceafed;  but  he  was  unable  to  retract  the  pre- 
puce. His  medicine  was  continued  till  the  25th  of  June, 
when  he  was  difcharged  cured. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

John  Ashworth,  gunner,  had  feveral  deep  chan* 
cres  on  the  prepuce,  and  a  large  bubo  in  his  groin  ;  at- 
tended with  much  pain  and  inflammation.  He  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  hofpital  on  the  13th  of  June  iaft,  and 
commenced  taking  the  acid  on  the  14th,  in  the  dofe  of 
one  drachm  and  a  half  daily.  On  the  16th,  the  acid 
was  increafed  to  two  drachms.  His  pain  was  leffened, 
and  the  inflammation  much  abated.  His  medicine  was 
continued,  and  on  the  24th,  the  bubo  was  quite  dif- 
perfed  :  the  chancres  were  clean  and  healing.  He  con- 
tinued his  medicine,  without  any  thing  particularly 
worthy  of  remark,  till  the  22d  of  July,  when  he  was 
(iifcharged  cured, 

case  v. 

James  MaybuRy,  gunner,  was  taken  into  the 
hofpital,  on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  1797,  for  the  cure  of  a 
very  large  bubo  in  his  left  groin,  which  was  exceffively 
indurated.  On  the  5th,  he  began  with  the  acid  as 
ufual.  On  the  8th,  it  became  fofter,  and  on  the  12th, 
was  confiderably  reduced  in  fize.  The  medicine  was 
continued,  and  on  the  19th,  he  was  difcharged  perfectly- 
Cured, 

case  VI. 

Levi  Nuttle,  gunner,  was,  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember laft,  received  into  the  hofpital,  for  the  cure  of  a 
large  venereal  ulcer  juft  below  the  fraenum.  The  acid 
was  given  as  ufual,  and  he  was  directed  to  keep  the  uL 
per  clean  by  often  warning  it  with  warm  milk  and  water, 

the 
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the  prepuce  was  much  fwollen,  and  there  was  a  COJji 
fiderable  inflammation  on  the  whole  of  the  f.irrounding 
parts.  On  the  16th,  the  ulcer  looked  cleaner,  and  a. 
much  better  difcharge  cook  place.  He  daily  took  two 
drachms  of  the  acid,  and  the  progrefs  of  his  cure  was 
regular  and  uninterrupted.  He  was  difcharged  from  th<? 
Hofpital,  cured,  on  the  17th  of  O&ober, 


CASE  VII. 


Charles  Ravencroft,  gunner,  applied  to  me  for 
the  cure  of  a  large,  deep-feated,  foul,  venereal  ulcer  on 
the  prepuce,  on  the  1 8  th  of  September  laft.    He  began 
with  the  acid  immediately.    On  the  23d,  the  ulcer  was 
much  cleaner,  and  the  difcharge  a  good  one.  Healthy 
granulations  appeared,  and  the  fore  was  in  a  ftate  of 
healing.    On  the  29th,  it  was  perfectly  well ;  but  he 
complained  of  a  forenefs  about  his  ancles  :  this  foon  left 
him,  and  he  was  difcharged,  perfeftly  well,  on  the  4th  of 
Oflober.    Tbe  acid  was  continued  to  the  day  of  his  dif, 
charge. 

CASE  VIII. 

George  Webster,  foldier  artificer,  was  admitted 
into  the  Hofpital  on  the  3d  of  OSober  laft,  for  the  cure 
of  gonorrhoea,  a  large  ulcer  on  the  prepuce,  and  mapient 
bubo     He  was  ordered  a  dofe  of  falts  5  after  which  he 
commenced  taking  the  acid.    On  the  8th,  the  ulcer  was 
fomewhat  cleaner,  on  the  nth,  it  was  perfectly  clean 
*nd  healing-,  from  this  time  to  the  Uft,  there  was  no 
iteration  in  the  fore  j  but  the  fwelling  n  the  groin  d.l- 
apPeared.    On  the  16th,  the  fore  was  not  fo  clean  as  * 
had  been  ,  but  on  the  18th,  it  grew  again  cleaner.  From 
this  time  to  the  27th,  appearances  were  very  variable  j 
,nd,  on  find  inquiry,  I  found  he  had  been  «n*g^ 


(  93  ) 


neglected  his  medicine.  He  promifed  me  to  be  more  at- 
tentive; and  I  believe  he  kept  his  word.  I  now  ordered 
him  three  drachms  of  the  acid  daily.  On  the  31ft,  the 
ulcer  was  very  clean,  and  much  contracted  in  fize :  the 
"  gonorrhoea  frill  continued,  though  the  difcharge  was 
much  reduced  in  quantity.  He  continued  to  mend  from 
the  31ft,  and  was  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital,  cured,  on 
the  26th  of  November. 


LETTER   FROM  MR.  SANDFORD. 

Dear  Sir,  IVorceJier,  June  1/?,  1798. 

SEVERAL  cafes  of  venereal  infection  have  fallen 
tinder  my  care,  in  different  ftages  of  the  difeale,  fince  my 
laft  communications  ;  and  I  have  uniformly  employed 
the  pale  nitric  acid  in  the  cure  of  them  ;  in  fome  I  have 
been  fuccefsful ;  in  others,  not  fo.    In  a  patient  that  I 
lately  attended  with  Mr.  Ruffe]  1,  no  permanent  good 
effects  were  experienced  after  a  long  and  impartial  "trial 
of  it.    The  cafe  was  a  gentleman  about  30;  who  had  an 
ulcerating  bubo  of  the  right  groin,  that  had  been  opened 
by  a  furgeon  at  a  diftance  from  Worcefter,  and  under 
whofe  care  he  remained  fome  weeks  after  the  operation  ; 
when  he  placed  himfelf  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Ruffell 
and  at  the  time  I  firft  faw  him,  it  was  fpreading  in  every 
direction,  with  foul,  callous  edges,  and  difcharging,  for 
the  moft  part,  a  thin  fanious  matter  j  it  was  highly 
fenfible  to  the  touch,  and  extremely  painful  on  the  leaft 
motion  j  he  had  alfo  two  chancres  on  the  pubes,  that 
were  as  ill-conditioned  (particularly  one  of  them)  and 
^arly  as  painful  as  the  bubo.     He  had  lately  -one 
trough  a  courfe  of  mercury  by  friction  and  the  mo'uth, 

and 
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and  had  taken  feme  dofes  of  nitric  acid,  and  many  quarts 
of  decoftion  of  farfapariila,  bark,  &c.  &c 

As  he  toned  defirous  of  making  a  further  tnal  of  the 
**  acid,  it  was  again  had  recourfe  to:  he  firft  beg  n 
With  I  drachm,  then  .  fc  and  a.  laft  .per  day   m.xed  rn 
Inatt  of  water,  to  which  were  added  about  +  ».  of 
file  fyrup.    And  here  it  may  be  neceflary  to  remark 
ft"t  when  he  took  the.  acid  rib**  the  admt.on  of  the 
ft   p   i  always  difagreed  with  his  ftomach  and  bowels^ 
Ate  ting       -di=ine  for  a  mort  time,  he  .magmed 
afpeas  of  the  bubo  and  chancres  were  greatly  altered 
forth  better;  but  thefe  appearances  foon  vamfhed-.he 
T  7(111   remained  obftinate  and  painful,  and  contmued 
thifLte  without  any  „./  alteration  for  the  better, 

A  I  four  oT  five  weeks  ,  in  which  time,  about  ,  pz. 
durmg  four  or  A  ^ 

of  the  amd  ^  £  «  ^  0„  aLunt  of  the  tender 

^  of  M  howe  and  their  difpofition  to  colic  and 
^hi ^Hehad'heenaffeaedinafimilarwaywhen 

ufmg  mercury.  mercury  or  the 

to  keep  the  parts  /  r£Com. 

TOt  ton:  tt^tX  M  »«  as  the  weather 
roended  to  him  to  y  December  bit.  1  heard  from 
would  permrt :  «h»  w« -  ^  ^ 

him  about  fix  weeks  palt.ana 

rf^-ge^^^;  recourfe  to 
himfelf  when  he  left ^celte^    g  ^  ^  ^ 
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hlflfead  of  the  pale.  Since  which  time  I  have  not  been 
informed,  by  himfelf,  what  effe&s  have  been  produced 
bv  it;  but  heard,  accidentally,  that  he  was  ftill  in  a 
wretched  ftate  of  difeafe. 

I  gave  it  lately  to  two  gentlemen  in  nearly  fimilair 
ftagqs  of  lues  venerea  ;  one  of  them  had  four  chancres 
on  the  prepuce,  with  a  purulent  difcharge  from,  the 
urethra ;  the  other  had  three  chancres,  fituated  as  the 
former  ;  in  addition  to  which,  he  had  a  large  and  fpread- 
ing  ulcer  on  the  left  tonfil.  They  both  took  the  nitric 
acid,  and  began  with  a  dofe  of  thirty  drops,  firft  twice, 
then  three  times  a  day.  Their  chancres  they  were 
directed  to  warn,  twice  a  day,  with  a  weak  folution  of 
lunar  cauftic,  and  afterwards  to  drefs  them  with  ftrong 
mercurial  ointment,  fpread  on  lint.  The  acid  gave  the 
fuft-mentioneJ  patient  heart-burn,  and  other  uneafy  fenfa- 
tions  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  thefe  were  corrected 
by  ginger  pills :  fometimes  diarrhoea  was  produced, 
which  was  checked  by  opium;  but  ftiil  he  complained  of 
pain  and  flatulence  after  every  4ofe  of  che  mixture, 
though  it  was  compofed  of  fimple  fyrup  and  mucilage  of 
gum  arabic — two  ounces  of  each  to  a  pint  of  the  mix- 
ture. His  chancres,  however,  ftill  continued  virulent, 
nor  Was  the  difcharge  per  urethram  altered  in  any  refpeel: 
for  the  better,  in  quantity  or  quality. 

After  ten  days  trial  of  the  nitric  acid,  it  was  entirely- 
laid  afide,  and  I  defired  him  to  rub  2  drachms  of  ftron°- 
mercurial  ointment  upon  his  thighs,  every  night,  at  bed- 
time. He  had  not  purfued  this  courfe  longer  than  a 
week,  before  the  chancres  put  on  a  more  healthy  ap- 
pearance, though  precifely  the  fame  drefling  was  applied 
to  them  as  before ;  in  three  weeks  from  this  period,  the 
chancres  were  completely  healed,  and  he  was  perfectly 
eurcd  j  after  ufing  the  mercurial  friclion  a  fortnight,  his 

mouth 
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mouth  became  fore,  and  a  flight  falivation  enfued,  whcri 
he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  omitting  it  for  fome  days, 
and  afterwards  made  ufe  of  it  only  every  other  night ;  he 
took  i  gr.  of  opium  at  bed-time,  and  \  a  gr.  every 
mornings 

The  other  patient^  who  took  the  fame  acid,  prepared 
at  the  fame  time,  in  the  fame  dofe,  and  mixed  up  as  the 
former,  except  with  the  omiffion  of  the  mucilage,  after  a 
fortnight's  taking,  began  to  experience  its  good  effects  in 
an  evident  degree :  the  chancres  became  clear,  and  began 
to  granulate  ;  though  thefe  had  larger  and  deeper  floughs 
than  thofe  of  the  laft  mentioned  patient ;  to  the  ulcer  in 
his  throat  he  ufed  frequently  in  the  day  a  gargle  com- 
pofed  of  yeaft,  honey  and  fmall  beer,  and  contrived  alfo, 
by  means  of  a  glafs  tube,  that  the  acid  mixture,  every 
time,  it  was  taken,  fhould  come  in  contact  with  the  ulcer 
on  the  tonfil ;  in  a  fortnight's  time,  he  increafed  the 
quantity  of  acid  to  thirty  drops,  firft  three,  then  four 
times  a  day,  and,  after  perfifting  in  the  ufe  of  it  about 
fix  weeks,  was  completely  cured,  without  fufFering  the 
leaft  pain  or  inconvenience  from  the  ufe  of  the  acid  ;  on 
the  contrary,  a  glow  and  warmth  were  the  conftant 
and  regular  effects  attendant  on  every  dofe  he  took. 

I  gave  the  pale  nitric  acid  to  a  young  lady,  about 
21  years  of  age,  affected  with  dyfpncea  and  fluor  albus, 
attended  with  other  fymptoms  of  debility,  with  more 
beneficial  and  permanent  effects  than  any  medicine  fhe 
had  before  taken. 

Another  patient,  whom  I  had  lately  under  my  care,- 
derived  confiderable  benefit  from  it.  He  had  been 
afflicted  with  venereal  pains  for  a  year  or  two  ;  and 
though  he  had  taken  mercury  in  a  variety  of  forms,  ufed 
mercurial  friction,  and  taken  guaiacum,  <Scc.  &c.  he  had 

never 
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never  been  efientially  relieved  till  he  began  upon  a 
xrourfe  of  the  nitric  acid.  After  having  taken  it  for  three 
or  four  months,  fometimcs  omitting  it  for  a  week,  he  is 
now  more  free  from  pain,  and  his  general  health  in 
a  better  ftate  than  it  has  been  for  the  lail  two  years.  He 
informed  me,  that  every  dofe  of  the  acid  produced  a 
warmth  in  his  ftomach,  and  that  he  felt  it  quite  to  his 
fingers  ends,  His  countenance,  too,  appeared  clearer, 
and  his  cheeks  more  florid.  He  never  exceeded  two 
drachms  of  the  acid  in  24  hours. 

Many  practitioners  having  witneffed  the  falutary 
effects  of  the  nitrous  acid,  after  mercury  had  been  taken 
and  applied,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  without  removing 
all  the  fymptoms,  imagined  that  this  medicine  enabled  the 
mercury,  then  latent  in  the  habit,  to  remove  difeafe, 
that  it  could  not  effect  without  the  affiftance  of  fuch 
an  active  auxiliary.  Some  have  afferted  that  venereal 
complaints,  apparently  cured  by  the  ufe  of  this  medicine, 
have  frequently  returned  with  increafed  violence,  whilft 
others  have  confidently  infifted  that  the  nitrous  acid 
would  never  keep  its  ground,  the  repeated  failures  of  cure 
by  this  means,  within  their  own  knowledge,  appearing 
to  juftify  fuch  prognoftic. 

To  the  laft  clafs  I  muft  beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
if  it  has  certainly  been  found  fuccefsful  in  a  few  well- 
authenticated  and  clearly-marked  cafes,  it  proves  that 
medical  practitioners,  as  well  as  the  afflicted,  have  been 
benefited  by  the  difcovery — the  former  by  being  made 
acquainted  with  a  new  and  important  difcovery  j  the 
latter  by  the  enjoyment  of  a  complete  removal  of  feme 
difeafes,  and  an  alleviation  in  others ;  and  this,  too,  from 
a  remedy  producing  no  ill  effects  on  the  constitution,  as 
hitherto  difcovered. 

-   H  Upon 
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Upon  thefe  principles  it  is  afTuredly  more  definable  to 
inveftigate  the  properties  of  this  remedy,  and  to  extend, 
its  ufes  flill  farther,  than  abandon  the  purfuit  upon  fuch 
flight  grounds. 

I  am,  &c. 

W\  SANDFORD. 

P.  S.  Since  the  foregoing  was  written,  I  received  the 
following  account  from  the  gentleman  whom  I  attended 
with  Mr.  RufTel,  from  whofe  letter  the  following  ex- 
tract is  inferted  : — "  By  means  of  the  acid,  which  left 
little  undone,  and  fubfequently  the  bark,  I -am  in  every 
refpect  (except  a  weaknefs  in  the  bowels)  perfectly 
well." 

Worcejlcr^  'June  4,  1798. 


NOTE    OF   MR.  FEILD. 

Mr.  Feild  prefents  his  refpectful  compliments  to 
Mr.  Sandford. — If  the  enclofed  cafes  will  add  any  weight 
to  the  numerous  teftimonies  in  favour  of  the  effect  of  the 
nitrous  acid,  they  are  much  at  the  fervice  of  Dr. 
Beddoes,  although  not  fo  accurate  and  circumftantial 
as  they  might  have  been,  if  intended  for  publication. 
The  leading  facts  may  be  relied  upon  as  in  no  degree  in- 
correct or  exaggerated. 

Foregate-Jlreet^  Worcejier^  loth  Juty>  1798. 

Elizabeth  LAMBE,about  20  years  of  age,  and  Arm 
Broome,  about  17,  were  both  received  into  the  Houfe  of 
Induftry  at  Worcefler,  15th  Nov.  1797,  being  rendered 
incapable  of  procuring  a  fubfiftence,  by  the  venereal 
difeafe  ;  the  former  had  been  cured  in  the  Houfe,  about  a 
year  and  a  half  before,  and  had,  as  foon  after  as  lhe  could 
find  opportunity,  deferted.  She  had  now  fev.eral  venereal 
ulcers  on  the  external  labia  and  perinseum,  with  a  large 

and 
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and  offenfive  difcharge.  I  ordered  the  parts  to  be  "wanW 
frequently  with  a  weak  folution  of  cerufla  acetata  ;  and 
two  drachms  of  diluted  nitrous  acid,  with  5vi  of  fimple 
lVrup,  and  a  quart  of  water,  to  be  taken  at  equal  doles, 
every  two  days.  She  continued  the  ufe  of  it  rather 
irregularly,  owing  to  its  fometimes  exciting  ficknefs,  for 
two  months^  when  fhe  appeared  perfectly  well,  and  has 
continued  lb  to  this  day,  being  now  in  the  Houfe.  This 
girl  had  formerly,  when  very  bad,  been  cured  by  mer- 
cury, and  had,  I  believe,  taken  a  fmall  box,  confiding  of 
about  ten  calomel  pills,  before  fhe  began  the  ufe  of  the 
nitrous  acid. 

Broome  had  not  been  ill  fo  long,  neither  had  the 
difeafe  affumed  fuch  virulent  appearances  ;  (he  had  a 
copious,  but  milder  difcharge,  attended  with  fmall  ulcera- 
tions, or  chancres,  on  the  internal  labia,  with  much 
ardor  urinas,  for  which  fhe  firff.  of  all  took  a  dofe  of 
natron  vitriolatum,  and  fome  powders  of  nitre  and  gum 
arabic ;  and  when  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  had  fome- 
what  fubfided,  fhe  began  the  acid  in  the  fame  way  as 
Lambe ;  which,  after  fome  little  time,  purged  her  a  good 
deal.  I  then  ordered  four  drops  of  tinft.  opii  to  be  taken 
with  each  dofe;  and,  after  continuing  it  about  fix  weeks, 
fhe  was  perfectly  cured,  and  remains  well  at  this  time, 
being  now  in  the  Houfe.  This  girl,  I  believe,  had 
never  been  difeafed  before,  and  had  not  taken,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  a  fingle  grain  of  mercury. 

These  girls  were  repeatedly  feen  by  Dr.  Milne, during; 
the  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  and  may  be  examined  at 
any  time  you  will  favour  me  with  your  company,  at  the 
Houfe  of  Induftry.  x 

T.  B.  a  young  man  about  eighteen  years  of  age, 
firft  called  me  in  the  18th  of  November  laft  :  he  kid 

H  2  then. 
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then-  a  large'  and  highly  inflammatory  bubo,  whicr? 
I  opened  the  following  morning,  and  immediately  put 
him  upon  the  ufe  of  the  nitrous  acid,  in  the  proportion  of 
3  ij.  to  ffeij.  of  decodtum  ferfaparillae,  to  be  taken  every 
two  days,  increafihg  the  dofe,  as  it  agreed  well  with  him, 
to  3ifs.  per  diem.  Me  was  extremely  reduced  in  flefh 
and  fpirits,  having  fuffered  much  from  a  concealment  of 
his  diforder,  and  affured  me,  he  had  taken  nothing  but  a 
bottle  of  drops  that  fome  friend  or  acquaintance  had 
given  him,  previous  to  my  attendance.  He  took  eight- 
or  nine  quart  bottles  of  the  mixture,  and,  by  the  latter 
end  of  December,  was  quite  well,,  and  continues  fo  at 
this  time. 

Susanna  Wright  was  brought  to-  the  Houfe  of 
Induftry  about  the  middle  of  April.  She  had  a  violent 
{welling  of  the  labia,  with  ofFenfive  di-fcharge^  and  ma- 
ternal ulceration ;  fhe  was  ordered  to  lay  on  the  part 
cloths  wetted  with  a  weak  folution  of  hydrargyrus 
muriatus  gr.  iv.  to  Ifefs.  and  to  take  the  nitrous  acid,  as 
Lambe  and  Broome,  although  it  conftantly  made  her 
fkk,  even  fo  as  frequently  to  occafion  vomiting.  She 
perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  it  about  fix  weeks,  and  is  now 
well  at  her  accuftomed  labour. . 


IETTER   FROM   MR,  D-UNNING,    PLYMOUTH  DOCfC»' 

f 

Dear  Sir,.  May  23,  1798. 

THOUGH  I  have  employed  nitrous  acid  in  nearly 
twenty  venereal  cafes,  I  have  not  kept  any  memoranda : 
I  will,  however,,  relate  a  few  circumfiances  from  me- 
mory, which  will  be  much  at  your  fervice. 

The  firft  cafe,  in  which  I  ufed  it,  was  a  node  of 
fcmc  years  ftanding,  on  the- tibia.    My  patient  had  gone 

through- 
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srhrough  long  and  repeated  mercurial  courfes,  .without 
permanent  benefit.  By  thefe,  and  the  long  tyranny  of 
the  difeafe,  his  conftitution  had  been  fo  much  fhaken,  and 
revery  appearance  about  him  fuch,  I  was  really  appre-< 
•henfive  he  was  on  ,the  verge  of  venereal  hectic.  His 
«ights  were  moft  painful  and  fleeplefs  ;  and  he  rofe  in  the 
mornings  almoft  as  unrefrellied  as  when  he  lay  down. 
This  was  precifely  his  Situation  at  the  period  he  entered 
on  the  nitrous  acid.  .He  was  neither  confined  to  his 
room,  nor  reftricted  to  any  rigid  regimen.  After  having 
taken  of  this  novel  medicine  from  one  to  two  drachms 
a  day,  for  about  ten  days,  the  night  pains  fenfibly  abated, 
.and  foon  were  entirely  removed.  Several  weeks,  however, 
pafied,  I  fuppofe,  from  the  influence  of  long  habit,  before 
he  got  any  thing  like  good  fleep.  He  is  at  this  time, 
and  has  been  for  feveral  months,  extremely  well,  and 
,all  his  friends  remark  on  his  altered  appearance. 

To  a  gentleman  who  confulted  me  for  foul  extenfive 
ulcerations  on  the  glans  penis  and  prepuce,  which  he  told 
me  were  produced  by  his  having  applied  the  pulvis 
fabinae  on  warts,  I  recommended  a  courfe  of  mercurial 
frictions ;  he  rubbed  on  at  leaft  fix  ounces  of  ung. 
-mere.  fort,  and  took  every,  or  every  other  night,  a  grain 
of  calomel.  His  mouth  became  confiderably  fluxed—the 
ulcerations,  notwithstanding,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks, 
were  fouler,  more  extended,  and  extremely  irritable 
indeed. — The  mercurials  were  now  difcontinued.,  and  I 
gave  him  large  quantities  of  bark  and  opium,  with  as 
little  advantage ;  and  thefe  were  therefore  in  their  turn 
given  up  for  a  trial  of  the  nitrous  acid.  The  afpecl  of 
the  fores  (which  now  nearly  covered  the  whole  of  the 
glans,  and  a  large  part  of  the  prepuce)  remained  in  the 
iame  ftatc  during  the  iirft  fortnight,  when  they  began  to 
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clean  away,  and,  at  the  end  of  another  fortnight,  were 
almoft  filled  up,  and  cicatrized:  At  this  time  he  was 
ordered  to  fea  ;  and  I  have  not  fince  heard  of  him. 

The  other  cafes  in  which  I  employed  the  nitrous 
acid  were  chancres  and  buboes ;  and  I  do  not  remember 
tfjat  it  entirely  failed  me  in  a  fingle  inftance  ;  in  a  cafe 
or  two,  indeed,  which  were  tedious,  I  thought  the  good 
effects  of  it  remarkably  aflifted  by  alternating  with  it 
a  few  dofes  of  calomel.— Obftinate  perfevcrance  was 
fometimes  neceflary ;  and  if  I  had  not  had  much  faith, 
the  medicine  would  have  been  relinquifhed  and  con- 
demned. That  it  will  not  always  cure,  I  can  molt 
readily  concede  ;  but  I  believe  it  will  frequently  cure 
(a  defideratum  of  vaft  importance)  when  mercurials  fail, 
or  rather  aggravate  the  difeafe.  Several  of  my  patients 
have  referred  to  the  ufe  of  it  an  increafe  of  appetite  and 
chearfulnefs,  to  which  if  we  add  the  eircumftances,  that 
it  can  be  employed  without  confinement,  without  rigid 
reitricYion  to  diet,  or  without  any  material  interruption 
to  bufinefs  or  amufement,  it  becomes  to  many  individuals, 
in  a  variety  of  fituations,  a  medicine  of  immenfe  con- 
fideration. 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  feelings  and 
obfervations  of  a  gentleman  who  is  under  great  obliga- 
tions to  the  acid,  and  who  has  favoured  me  with  the 
enclofed.  His  is  one  of  thofe  constitutions  which  fo  re- 
markably refill  the  action  of  mercurials — a  fecond  and 
third  time  he  has  been  obliged  to  ufe  nearly  a  pound  of 
the  unguent  mere.  fort,  with  dofes  of  calomel  fre- 
quently repeated  before  the  mercurial  impreflion  could  be 
produced  ;  >and  his  complaints  (which  were  always  ugly 
chancres)  never  yielded  in  the  fmalleft  degree  till  this 
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took  place.  The  ptyalifm  then  became  always  extreme, 
which,  with  fometimes  violent  diarrhoea,  or  rather 
dyfentcry,  reduced  him  to  a  ftate  of  weaknefs  and 
d'iftrefs,  that  more  than  once  alarmed  me  for  the  event- 
What  a  contraft  this  to  his  experience  of  the  nitric  acid  ! 
Many  reafons  concur  why  his  name  mould  be  fupprefled  ; 
but,  befides  that  be  is  a  gentleman  of  the  ftriaeft 
honour  and  veracity,  I  can  fpeak  to  every  circumftance 
related. 


LETTER  MENTIONED  IN  MR.  DUNNINC's  LETTER. 

Dea'r  Sir, 

HOWEVER  painful  to  me  the  recolle&ion  of  fuf- 
ferings  which  have  been  the  fad  confequences  of  my 
unhappily  forgetting  at  intervals  of  my  life  the  virtuous 
principles  implanted  early  in  my  mind  by  education,  yet 
I  feel  it  a  fort  of  duty  to  relate,  as  well  as  I  am  able,  and 
in  compliance  with  your  requeft,  the  benefit  my  health 
has  more  than  once  received  from  nitric  acid  ad- 
niiniftered  to  me  under  your  care. 

A  venereal  complaint  from  recent  infection,  occa- 
fioned,  you  may  remember,  my  applying  to  you  in 
Auguft,  laft.    In  no  former  cafe  had  I  confulted  any 
furgeon  but  yourfelfj  and  your  obfervation  had  marked 
peculiar  difficulty  attending  my  cure.    Indeed  the  extent 
to  which  it  had  always  been  found  ncceflary  previoufly 
to  carry  the  mercurial  courfe,  now  prefented  to  my  mind 
an  alarming  profpe£t  j  and  though  my  cafe  was  urgent, 
you  feemed  even  to  hefitate  at  hazarding  again  a  fimilar 
remedy.    Thus  circumftanced,  upon  your  mentioning 
nitric  acid  as  worth  having  recourfe  to,  I  readily  con- 
sented to  its  being  tried,  and,  on  the  igth  of  the  fame 
month,  began  a  courfe  of  that  medicine. 
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From  memory  and  reference  to  my  journal,  at  this 
period  I  am  enabled  to  {late  that  during  the  firft  and  fe» 
cond  weeks  of  my  taking  the  acid  regularly,  I  found  no 
material  benefit  from  it  except  an  increafe  of  appetite, 
and  a  relief  from  the  great  anxiety  and  depreflion  of 
mind,  which  accompanied  the  firft  fymptoms  of  difeafe: 
and  fo  little  confidence  was  then  placed  in  the  ultimate 
fuccefs  of  a  medicine  of  fuch  eafy  operation,  that  be- 
fore the  third  week  of  trial  had  expired,  I  began  to 
queftion  on  the  propriety  of  having  recourfe  to  fome 
different  remedy  ;  but,  fortunately,  by  your  advice  I  was 
induced  to  perfevere,  and  when  I  had  done  fo  about 
three  weeks,  the  good  effects  of  the  acid  became  appa- 
rent from  the  alteration  of  the  fymptoms  of  my  com- 
plaint.'— The  cure  continued  to  advance  rapidly,  until, 
foon  after  the  fourth  week,  it  appeared  to  be  fo  com- 
pleat  and  obtained  fo  eafily,  that  my  furprize  was  equal 
to  any  of  my  other  fenfations. 

I  believe  the  acid  was  continued  for  about  a  week 
after  every  fymptom  of  difeafe  had  difappeared,  and  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  courfe  my  general  health,  fo 
far  from  being  impaired,  feemed  improved  from  the  me- 
dicine, which  had  occafioned  no  interruption  either  of 
my  bufinefs,  any  convivial  fociety,  or  my  ufual  exer- 
cifes  ;  from  the  latter,  indeed,  after  the  fecond  week, 
and  from  a  fparing  ufe  of  diluting  liquids,  I  thought  the 
operation  of  the  acid  was  promoted  ;  and  this  idea  fub- 
fequent  and  fuccefsful  experience  has  confirmed. 

Th  e  refult  of  the  whole  I  need  not  here  mention, 
it  would  ill  become  an  addrefs  to  a  profeffional  character — 
that  the  regular  ufe  of  nitric  acid  has  more  than  once 
fucceeded  in  my  cafes,  is  a  fact ;  that  its  good  effects 
have  not  been  confined  to  the  cure  of  the  immediate  dif- 
eafe^ but  have  confiderably  improved  my  general  health, 
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is  as  certain  :  and  I  need  not  ftate  to  you  the  wretched 
ftate  to  which  mercurials  never  failed  to  reduce  me,  and 
that,  as  I  have  fometimcs  fufpe&ed,  without  completely 
eradicating  difcafe.  It  cannot  have  efcaped  your  ob- 
fervation,  that  at  every  repetition  of  a  courfe  of  the 
acid,  a  longer  perfeverance  has  been  neceflary,  and  that 
though  when  long  continued,  it  has  fomewhat  opprefted 
the  conftitution,  yet  it  has  never  failed  of  compleat  fuc- 
cefs  with  me.  From  the  time  of  my  firft  contracting 
the  venereal  contagion,  I  have  never  experienced  fo 
much  health  and  vigour  of  body,  or  ferenity  of  mind, 
as  I  do  at  this  day,  and  I  attribute  the  alteration  to  the 
efficacy  of  the  nitric  acid ;  which,  as  to  my  conftitution, 
mercury  does  not  poffefs. 
jBtb  May,  1798. 

TO  MR.  DUNNING,  SURGEON, 


1  1    -  -    .     ,      ■  r. 

J.ETTER    FROM   MR.   CUSTANCE,  SURGEON. 

Kidderminjler,  May  23,  1 798. 
to  doctor  be ddoes. 

Sir, 

AS  the  cafe,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
you  in  January  laft,  has  not  been  returned  to  me,  I 
conclude  that  it  accorded  with  the  defign  of  your  circu- 
lar letter.  I  beg  leave  to  fend  you  another  proof  of 
the  good  effects  of  the  oxygene  in  venereal  afFe&ions. 

John  Daniee,  aged  33  years,  applied  to  me  on  the 
2ift  of  1  aft  March.    Upon  examining  him,  I  found  he 
^iad  a  confiderable  bubo  in  the  right  groin,  of  three 
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■weeks  (landing,  which  was  much  inflamed,  and  very 
painful.  He  had  alfo  a  fmall  chancre  on  the  prepuce, 
with  a  flight  chordee.  I  began  with  giving  him  3 ij .  of 
the  nitrous  acid  daily,  and  ordered  him  to  keep  rags 
dipt  in  cold  water  conftantly  applied  to  the  bubo  :  in 
about  ten  days  the  bubo  broke',  and  in  a  month's  time, 
all  his  fymptoms  entirely  difappeared ;  the  bubo  healing 
without  the  fmallefl;  inconvenience,  and  remaining  quite 
well. 

I  called  yefterday  on  ^Frances  Bromage,  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  other  cafe  I  fent  you,  and  am  happy  to  in- 
form you  fhe  is  now  in  good  health,  and  has  not  had 
the  flighteft  fymptom  of  relapfe. 

I  have  given  the  acid  with  good  fuccefs  in  one  cafe 
of  chlorous.  In  all  other  cafes  in  which  I  have  made 
trial  of  the  acid,  the  patients  foon  got  tired  of  taking 

I  am,  Sir,  Sec. 

George  Custance,  Surgeon. 


Memorandums  (Vitiated  to  the  Editor,  by  Mr.  James 
Lynd,  late  Surgeon  to  the  Phaeton,  22^  June^  1798. 

I  AM  forry  I  cannot,  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
queft,  furnifh  you  with  the  particulars  of  the  cafes  of 
fyphilis,  in  which  we  tried  nitrous  acid  on  board  the 
Phaeton,  the  journal  being  now  at  fea. 

The  number  was  feven.  They  were  fele&ed  as  well 
marked  cafes  of  lues  venerea.  The  acid  was  given  as 
ftrong  as  they  could  bear  it ;  and  was  continued  for  above 
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a  fortnight  with  much  attention.  The  mate  adminifter- 
ed  the  medicine  with  his  own  hands;  and  I  often  at- 
tended. The  precife  dofe  I  will  not  pretend  to  ftate 
from  memory  ;  but  I  imagine  it  was  not  fmall. — The 
treatment  failed  in  all  the  cafes  ;  and  we  had  recourfe  to 
mercury  which  fucceeded  as  ufual. 

I  muft  in  juftice  add,  that  in  a  bad  cafe  of  chronic 
rheumatifm,  the  fymptoms  were  entirely  removed  by  the 
ufe  of  the  acid:  and  I  believe  have  not  re-appeared.  The 
patient  took  no  other  medicine.  The  man  had  an  ulcer 
of  doubtful  character  on  the  prepuce,  which  alfo  difap- 
peared  under  the  ufe  of  the  acid. — The  exiftence  of  the 
ulcer  was  the  reafon  for  administering  the  acid  ;  for 
we  were  not  pofitive  that  it  was  not  venereal.  I  muft 
add  that  my  mate,  a  very  judicious  furgeon,  was  not 
quite  fatisfied  with  regard  to  the  fumefs  of  the  above 
trials.  The  following  facts  relative  to  a  different  acid, 
in  a  different  complaint,  may  be  ufeful  and  acceptable. 

John  Hazel,  aged  22,  an  irregular  liver,  was  fent 
aboard  a  prize,  from  the  Phaeton,  and  continued  in  the 
harbour  fome  time :  afhore  he  contracted  the  venereal 
complaint,  with  which  he  was  fent  on  board.  His 
fymptoms  were  ulcers  on  the  prepuce  and  glans.  On 
the  left  groin  was  an  immenle  bubo :  he  probably  had 
neglected  his  complaint  for  fome  weeks.  The  bubo  had 
fuppurated  and  burft,  with  a  vaft  difcharge.  The  ori- 
fice fpread,  prefenting  a  cavity  iloughy  and  foul  at  the 
bottom.  The  difcharge  was  now  thin  and  fcanty  :  fyf- 
tem  much  reduced,  with  great  emaciation. 

Having  met  with  your  account  of  the  effects  of  ' 
wood-forrel  in  bad  fcrofulous  fores,  I  had  refolved  to  take 
the  fir  ft  favourable  opportunity  of  trying  the  pulp  of 
foaftcd  lemon,  in  other  bad  ulcers,    I  therefore  applied 
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a  large  poultice  confifting  of  the  pulp  of  feveral  roaftetf 
lemons,  to  the  above  prefcribed  bubo.  The  fkins  of  the 
lemons  were  thrown  away.  My  reafon  for  this  pro- 
ceeding was,  that  in  the  account  from  Ireland,  the  for- 
rel  leaves  were  directed  to  be  macerated. 

The  patient  complained  much  of  pain  y  but  this  pain, 
did  not  laft  long.  Having  well  fecured  the  poultice,  I 
adminiftered  an  opiate,  and  ordered  him  to  bed.  The 
orefling  remained  on  till  next  morning.  I  had  awakened 
the  patient  to  a  fenfe  of  his  very  dangerous  irate  :  and 
he  was  therefore  anxious  to  keep  the  poultice  in  its 
place. 

Before  its  application,  the  circumference  of  the 
ulcer  was  livid  ;  but  there  was  no  flough.  On  re- 
moving the  dreflings,  I  was  aftonifhed  to  find  that  a 
circular  flough  had  been  formed  during  one  night  j  and 
jnftead  of  the  previous  livor,  the  part  looked  of  a 
healthy  red ;  after  two  more  dreflings  of  the  fame  kind, 
an  appearance  of  granulation  was  obferved  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  fore,  which  preferved  ever  afterwards  its 
healthy  condition.  I  did  not  apply  the  lemon  pulp  poul- 
tice three  fucceflive  nights,  but  left  fome  interval.  I  now 
gave  the  patient  mercury,  with  wine,  and  a  little  bark, 
and  frefti  animal  food.  He  rapidly  recovered  of  his 
venereal  fymptoms,  and  returned  to  his  duty  a  healthy 
jnan. 

I  HAVE  followed  the  above  practice  in  three  other 
inftances  of  foul  neglected  ulcers,  (not  venereal),  with 
equal  fuccefs.  In  thefe  inftances,  I  was  alfo  particular- 
ly ftruck  with  the  quick  removal  of  the  furrounding 
Jivor. 
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JHOTE   FROM   DR.  ROLLO. 

IT  would  appear  that  in  certain  conftitutions  and 
#ates  of  ftomach,  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh, 
when  given  in  large  dofes,  inftead  of  producing  its 
vfual  effects  upon  the  conftitution,  runs  ofF  by  urine 
undecompofed  ;  in  fuch  cafes,  the  patient  generally  com- 
plains of  fharpnefs,  and  heat  of  urine,  with  a  frequent 
defire  to  pafs  it  j  this  fact  was  detected  by  the  following 
fimple  procefs. — 'The  urine  of  a  patient  who  had  for 
fome  days  been  taking  50  grains  four  times  a  day,  and 
who  complained  much  of  fcalding,  &c.  was  evaporated 
until  it  afforded,  on  cooling,  a  mafs  of  impure  cryftals 
mixed  with  animal  extractive  matter. — Thefe  cryftals 
were  feparated  and  placed  on  filtering  paper,  and  wafhed 
with  a  little  alcohol,  they  were  then  rediflolved  in  hot 
water,  and  fuffered  to  cryftallize  a  fecond  time  by  cool- 
ing ;  by  this  means  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh 
was  obtained  in  cryftals  mixed  with  fome  ammoniacal 
falts,  and  common  muriate  of  potafh,  and  when  thrown 
upon  red  hot  coals,  detonated  with  its  ufual  vivid  flame. 

From  this  fact,  it  would 'appear  that  too  large  dofes 
■of  this  medicine  are  not  only  unneceffary,  but  prejudi- 
cial, as  by  exciting  the  action  of  the  urinary  organs  too 
much,  the  whole  or  a  confiderable  part  may  be  carried  off 
undecompofed,  fomewhat  in  the  fame  manner  as  mercury 
is  carried  off,  when  it  produces  purging :  to  avoid  this 
inconvenience,  when  detected,  and  which  it  may  readily 
be  by  the  procefs  juft  defcribed,  the  dofe  of  the  medicine 
mould  be  diminifhed,  and  a  final  1  quantity  of  fome  acid, 
as  the  nitrous,  muriatic,  or  even  vinegar,  given  after 
each,  by  this  means  the  ("alt  muft  unavoidably  be  decom- 
pofed,  and  confequently  rendered  more  adive,  both  on 
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the  fyftcm  and  difeafe,  as  we  have  four*!  from  expert 
ence  to  be  the  cafe. 

Royal  Artillery  Hofpital,  Woolwich, 

2d  February ,  1798. 


Cafes  from  James  Mc  Grig  or,  A.  M.  Surgeon  to  the 
%2>tb  Regiment. 

© 

Sir, 

According  to  your  requeft,  I  tranfmit  you,  from 
the  cafe  book  of  the  88th  regiment,  an  abridged  account 
of  thofe  cafes  of  venereal  difeafe,  where  I  have  tried 
the  nitrous  acid.  And  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

James  M<  Grigor. 

case  r; 

1 

Serjeant  Fox,  aged  53,  had  venereal  complaints 
of  four  months  {landing.  In  June,  1797,  he  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  regimental  hofpital,  with  feveral  chancres, 
ulcers  in  the  palate,  and  fwellings  of  the  frontal  bones, 
and  of  the  bones  of  his  legs  and  arms.  After  undergoing 
a  courfe  of  mercury,  the  chancres  were  healed,  and  the 
other  fymptoms  difappeared.  Two  months  after  his 
difmiffion,  the  ulcers  of  his  throat  and  the  nodes  appear- 
ed again :  he  underwent  another  courfe  of  mercury, 
which  not  removing  the  fymptoms,  he  fucceflively  ufed 
the  Lifbon  diet  drink ;  the  fame  with  opium,  and  laftlv, 
the  compound   decoction  of  farfapai  ilia,   opium,  and 

mercury 


(  III  ) 


ttiercury  conjoined.  His  general  health  fuffering  much, 
bark,  and  different  articles  of  nouriming  diet,  were  or- 
dered him. 

The  diieafe  feemed  ftilT  to  gain  ground,  till  26th 
January,  1798,  when  he  firft  began  the  nitrous  acid, 
and  took  one  drachm  daily. 

February  ift.  Ulcers  in  fauces  look  cleaner,  and  de- 
glutition is  more  eafy,  but  his  gums  are  much  affected 
by  the  acid,  though  he  takes  it  through  a  pipe. 

3d.  Mends  confiderably,  ulcers  look  very  clean,  noc- 
turnal pains  very  fevere,  though  fwelling  of  the  bones 
are  in  the  fame  ftate.  The  acid  has  induced  a  confider- 
able  falivation. 

5th.  The  ulcers  look  very  clean,  and  narrow  very 
much,  every  other  complaint  relieved,  general  health 
good. 

6th.  The  falivation  is  now  fo  confiderable,  that  it  is 
neceflary  to  flop  the  ufe  of  the  acid. 

13th.  Ulcers  on  fauces  look  worfe,  the  gums  are 
very  tender,  the  acid  is  repeated  to  the  quantity  of  one 
drachm  daily. 

1 6th.  Sloughs  have  fcaled  off,  and  the  ulcers  look 
clean  and  healthy. 

19th.  The  ulcers  have  a  very  favourable  appearance, 
and  cicatrization  advances. 

22d.  Ulcers  have  entirely  difappeared,  very  little  paia 
of  bones,  and  the  fwelling  of  them  decreafes. 

24th.  Appearances  continue  very  favourable  ftill,  he 
complains  of  pains  of  tonfils  which  are  fwelled,  but  ex- 
pofure  to  cold  accounts  for  this.  Gums  are  very  much 
fwelled,  and  there  is  fome  falivation.   Repetatur  acidum. 

26th.  The  venereal  fymptoms  continue  to  difappear, 
but  the  acid  produces  cardialgia,  has  induced  vomiting 
and  falivation,  utatur  tantum' acidi  quotidie. 

March 
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March  2d.  The  cardialgia,  &c,  difappeared,  gum$ 
lefs  tender,  R  acidi  3'i  quotidie. 

6th.  As  the  acid  greatly  affects  his  gums,  the  quan- 
tity is  reduced  to  $  ij.  R  pulv.  cort.  per.  3  i j .  quotid.  in 
vino. 

8th.  The  falivation  being  very  great,  the  acid  is 
flopped,  but  the  ulcers  have  totally  difappeared  ;  he  has 
tio  nocturnal  pains,  and  the  fwellings  of  the  bones  are 
greatly  diminifhed. 

16th.  Salivation  is  gone,  and  he  is  difmifled  for  duty. 

N.  B.  This  cafe  returned  in  6  weeks,  with  violent 
pain  ana"  fwelling  of  the  bones,  but  no  ulcer  .of  the  throat. 
He  was  foon  after  fent  to  the  royal  invalides,  and  I  have 
not  fince  heard  of  him. 

case  iit 

Thomas  Jordan,  aged  26,  of  a  fcrofulous  appear- 
ance, was  admitted  into  the  regimental  hofpital,  26th 
March,  1798,  labouring  under  the  fecondary  fymptoms  of 
fyphilis.  For  18  months  paft,  he  has  be?n  fubjecl:  to 
nocturnal  pains,  nodes,  and  painful  fwellings  of  bones, 
particularly  of  from,  tibiae,  and  ancles,  pain  acrofs  hy- 
pogastric region,  reftleflhefs,  lofs  of  flefh  and  appetite, 
iweatings.  Previous  to  his  admiflion  at  this  time,  he 
had  been  much  reduced  from  a  long  and  fevere  catarrhal 
complaint,  frequent  cough,  and  habitual  dyfpncea,  which 
Jafl  has  increafed  lately.  He  has  been  repeatedly  fali- 
vated  by  mercury  alone,  and  in  conjunction  with  decoct, 
farfap.  comp.  which  he  lilcewife  ufed  for  a  long  time, 
without  any  material  benefit.  From  the  weakly  and 
irritable  (late  he  was  in,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  be- 
gin the  nitrous  acid  in  very  fmall  dofes,  as  in  the  follow- 
ing 
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mo-  formula.  R  acidi  nitrofi  ^fs.  aquae  fontanx  fcj.  fy- 
rupi  fimplicis  J},  m.  bibat  quotidie. 

The  acid  produced  no  difagreeable  fenfation,  but 
merely  a  fenfe  of  glowing  heat  in  the  ftomach,  and  epi- 
'  gaftric  region :  but  he  perceives  no  difference  of  the 
fymptoms.  R  acidi  nitrofi  3L  aquae  fontanae  foij.  fyrup. 
fimplicis  Jifs.  m.  bibatsquotidie. 

The  immediate  effects  of  the  acid  on  the  prima  via 
were  now  more  permanent,  but  he  took  the  quantity 
without  inconvenience.  The  pains  of  his  bones  are 
eafier,  the  griping  acrofs  the  hypogastric  region  is  more 
moderate.  He  fleeps  better  with  the  afliftance  of  an  opi- 
ate at  night,  but  his  reft  was  generally  difturbed  by  the 
cough,  for  which  he  was  ordered  a  mixture  with  gum. 
ammoniac.  His  gums  are  very  tender,  and  bleed  fre- 
quently in  the  morning ;  dyfpncea  urgent.  R  acidi  n. 
3ifs.  aq.  fontanae  Jfoij.  fyrupi  fimplicis  Jifs.  m.  Sumat 
per  diem.  The  ammoniac  mixture  to  be  ufed  as  the 
urgency  of  the  pneumonic  fymptoms  requires. 

May  iff.  He  has  taken  the  acid  mixture  with  eafe, 
but  the  venereal  fymptoms  remain  unchanged.  Augeatur 
acidi  quantitas  ad  31J.  quotidie. 

2d.  He  has  now  been  under  the  ufe  of  the  nitrous 
acid,  in  different  quantities,  upwards  of  5  weeks.  The 
nodes  are  nearly  as  bad  as  ever ;  that  on  the  forehead 
feems  to  be  lefs  painful;  the  others  remaining  in  the 
fame  ftate.  He  has  now  oedema  of  his  legs,  although  he 
does  not  ftir  out.  Appetite  for  the  moft  part  unim- 
paired. R  acidi  nitrofi  jijft,  aquae  fontanae  Jfcij.  fyrupi 
fimplicis  ^ij.  m.  Utatur  quotidie. 

3d.  It  was  continued  in  this  quantity  with  little  va- 
riety of  the  fymptoms,  except  that  it  once,  as  he  thought, 
produced  head-ach  fome  time  after  taking  it.    May  8th, 

J  as 
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as  he  has  ntfw  had  a  long  trial  of  this  remedy,  and  as 
its  immediate  effects  on  the  fyftem  in  general,  and  on 
the  ftomach  and  bowels  in  particular,  were  fevere,  and 
even  hazardous,  and  without  being  of  any  fervice  in 
the  removal  of  the  original  affection,  it  was  exhibited 
in  a  fmaller  dofe,  and  given  along  with  farfaparilla  as  in 
the  following  formula.  R  acidi  nitrofi  3ifs.  decocti  farfa- 
parillae  ftjij.  m.  Bibat  quotidie. 

17th.  He  took  the  medicine  in  this  form  for  only 
a  few  days,  without  any  material  change,  but  being 
at  this  time  invalided,  as  unfit  for  actual  fervice,  a. 
further  profecuti.on  of  the  trial  was -prevented. 

CASE  III, 

John  Wood,  a  grenadier,  aged  31,  was  admitted 
into  the  hofpital  17th  of  March,  1798.  At  the  time  of 
his  admiffion  he  had  feveral  venereal  ulcers  on  the  glans 
penis,  of  but  a  few  days  duration.  R  acidi  nitrofi  gifs. 
aquae  fontanae  Ifeifs.  tincturae  aromat.  3L  fumat  quotidie. 
Laventur  ulcufcula  lotione  faturnina. 

March  19th.  There  is  no  difference  in  the  appearance 
of  the  chancres.  The  acid  affects  neither  bowels,  gums, 
nor  any  particular  fecretion. 

21ft.  His  chancres  look  cleaner.  Repetatur  miftura 
acida.  1 

23d.  Chancres  look  clean  and  narrow,  gums  very 
flightly  affected.    Continuetur  acidum. 

25th.  There  is  a  flight  falivation,  chancres  healing, 
Pergat  in  ufu  acidi. 

28th.  Salivates  confiderably,  fores  quite  cicatrized. 
Pergat  ut  antea, 

April 
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April  4th.  The  chancres  continue  healed ;  the  faliva- 
tion,  which  is  confiderable,  continues.  Siftatur  acidum, 
et  utatur  gargarifma  domeftic. 

oth.  The  falivation  is  now  removed,  there  is  no  ap- 
pearance of  any  venereal  fymptom,  and  he  was  dii- 
charged,  cured. 

CASE  IV. 

Serjeant  M'Gruther,  light  company,  aged  26, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  four  years  has  often  had  vene- 
real complaints,  which  had  been  removed  by  mercury. 
April  5th,  1798,  was  admitted  into  the  hofpital  with 
gonorrhoea,  fwelled  tonfils,  and  feveral  fmall  ulcers  in  the 
fauces.  He  has  likewife  fome  fmall  ulcerations  on  the 
perinaeum,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  anus.  He 
acknowledges  having  had  a  clap  three  months  ago,  when 
in  England  j  but  of  this  he  thought  he  was  cured,  and 
fays  the  fores  of  his  throat,  and  about  the  anus,  have  ap- 
peared but  a  few  days  ago. 

April  6th.    R  acidi  nitrofi  3ifs;  aquae  fontanae  ifoij. 
acchari  com.  ^ij.  m.  Sumat  quotidie.  Utatur  inje&ione 
Jomeft.  aftringente  quater  indies.    Applicetur  cataplaf- 
ma  cal.  toniillis. 

8th.  Fauces  look  clean,  tonfils  lefs  fwelled,  parotid 
glands  are  now  tumified.  Acid  has  no  particular  effect 
on  any  fecretion. 

loth.  Acid  griped  him  a  good  deal. 
14th.  There  is  little  difference  in  the  appearance  of 
:he  ulcers  in  the  fauces,  the  fwellings  of  the  parotids 
lave  come  to  fuppuration  externally.     The  gonorrhoea 
s  nearly  ftopt  by  the  injection. 

I  2  j  6th, 
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l6th.  Complains  much  of  the  acid  griping  him,  ul- 
cers clean.  Pergat  in  ufu  acidi,  et  utatur  faepe  infufo  fc- 
minum  lini. 

1 8th.  Gonorrhoea  gone,  fwelling  of  fauces  fubfiding, 
and  ulcers  contracting.  Pergat. 

19th.  From  expofure  to  cold,  there  is  an  increafe  of 
fwelling  near  his  neck  ;  but  the  ulcers  in  the  pharynx  are 
not  perceptible. 

22d.  The  ulcers  have  totally  difappeared ;  there  is  but 
little  fwelling  ;  the  acid  has  no  particular  effect  on  him. 
Pergat. 

26th.  The  fwelling  is  gone,  and  he  is  difmifTed  for 
duty. 

CASE  V. 

Thomas  Roony,  light  company,  aged  30,  was  ad- 
mitted a  patient,  into  the  regimental  hofpital,  6th  April, 
1798.  About  nine  months  ago  this  man  was  cured  of  lues 
venerea ;  but  after  his  cure,  he  cohabited  with  his  wife,  wha 
had  like  wife  taken  fome  medicines,  but  had  never  been 
cured.  He  had  never  felt  well,  and  now  complains  ofi 
fwelling  and  pain  near  the  verge  of  the  anus  j  he  is 
otherwife  in  perfect  health.  R  acidi  nitrofi  3ifs.  in  aquas 
fontanae  diluti  q.  f.  Bibendi  per*diem. 

April  9th.  Acid  gripes  him -'flightly. 

nth.  Swelling  and  pain  greatly  abated.  Pergat  in  nf. 
, acidi. 

14th.  No  fwelling  or  pain  continues, 
J 8th.  DifmhTed,  cured. 


CAS 


E 
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CASE  VI. 

]y[r>  M— — ,  aged  24,  for  old  venereal  complaints, 
which  had  refifted  many  of  the  remedies  in  common, 
ara6Hce,  in  February  laft  began  the  nitrous  acid,  in 
idofes  of  one  drachm  daily,  afterwards  two  drachms,  and 
kftly,  two  drachms  and  a  half.  The  effecl:  of  it  in  the 
fmalleft  quantity  was  greatly  increafing  the  fecretion  of 
urine.  In  the  largeft  dofe  it  griped  and  occafioned  cof- 
tivenefs  ;  it  was  latterly  conjoined  with  decocl:.  farf. 
comp.  and  he  was  recovering  from  the  pains  of  his  bones 
and  ulceration  of  his  throat,  when  the  further  ufe  of  it 
was  put  a  ftop  to  by  his  expofing  himfelf  to  cold,  which 
induced  pneumonia,  and  has  fince  ended  in  phthifis  pul- 
monalis. 

CASE  VII. 

Mr.  F— — — ,  a  few  days  after  being  expofed  to  ve- 
nereal infection,  on  4th  July  firft  obferved  four  chancres 
on  the  prepuce.  On  the  8th,  they  were  touched  with 
argent,  nitrat.  being  foul  and  floughy ;  and  on  the  9th, 
he  began  the  acid  in  dofes  of  one  drachm,  then  one 
drachm  and  a  half,  and  latterly,  two  drachms  and  a 
half  of  the  acid.  This  laft  dofe  occafioned  much  fick- 
nefs.  On  the  20th,  having  now  taken  about  two  ounces 
of  the  acid,  the  chancres  entirely  difappeared.  He  con- 
tinued the  acid  till  the  22d,  when  every  venereal  fymp- 
ttom  feemed  to  be  eradicated,  and  the  ufe  of  the  acid 
-was  put  a  ftop  to. 


CASE 
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CASE  VIII. 

.  Samuel  Bel l, Captain  Vandeleur's  company,  aged45v, 
for  five  weeks  has  had  gonorrhoea,  with  feveral  chancres* 
on  the  prepuce,  and  a  large  one  on  the  dorfum  penis.. 
He  firft  applied  July  9th,  1798.  At  this  time  there  was; 
fo  much  ftri&ure  on  the  preputium,  that  the  chancres; 
under  it  could  not  be  feen.  The  difcharge  from  them: 
WuS  very  confiderable,  the  whole  penis  very  much  fwel- 
Jed  and  inflamed,  and  the  fore  on  the  dorf.  penis  was  very, 
foul,  larger  than  a  fhilling,  and  fpreading.  He  had  ex- 
-treme  pain  and  reftleflhefs.  Applicetur  hydrar.  nitrat. 
rub.  ulceri.  et  cataplafma  emolliens  circa  penem,  et  fu- 
mat  mifturam  fequentem  per  diem.  R  acidi  nitrofi  *ifs. 
aquas  ;ffc  ij.  m. 

July  10th.  Inflammation  of  penis  is  lefTened,  the  large 
ulcer  has  thrown  off  - a  black  flough,  and  the  inguinal 
glands  are  fwelled  on  each  fide. 

nth.  Ulcer  looks  clean.  Acid  has  no  particular  ef- 
fect.   R  acidi  3  ij.  quotidie. 

14th.  Ulcer  looks  clean,  but  fpreads  ;  acid  "occafions 
coftivenefs.  R  pulveris  rhei,  cremoris  -tartari,  aa  gfs. 
m.  capiat  .ftatim.  Sumat  acidi  3rjfs.  poft  operationem 
pulveris. 

18th.  Has  now  no  pain  ;  there  is  much  lefs  inflam- 
mation, though  he  cannot  yet  retradl:  the  prepuce.;  there 
is  very  little  difcharge  from  the  chancres  under  it,  very; 
little  running  ;  .the  ulcer  on  the  dorf.  penis  looks  clean, 
'healthy,  ■and -fills-  up  from  the  bottom. 

Sift.  Largefl:  ulcer  looks  clean,  and  contracts  around 
the  edges.  Acid  has  for  fome  time  occafioned  cardialgia, 
and  if  taken  in  large  draughts,  makes  him  fick.  R  acidi 
3 i Lj.  quotidie  fumend. 
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22d.  The  acid,  in  the  dofe  ordered  yefterday,  occafioned 
much  ficknefs  and  vomiting.  R  acidi  3 i j .  quot.  The  ulcer- 
ations under  the  prepuce  have  difappeared,  and  a  cicatrix 
has  nearly  covered  the  whole  of  the  largeft  ulcer. 

23d.  Every  venereal  appearance  is  removed  j  but  he  is 
ordered  to  continue  the  acid  for  fome  time. 

On  taking  a  review  of  thefe  eight  cafes,  every  thing 
appears  to  me  to  be  highly  favourable  to  the  acid.  In 
five  cafes  it  was  the  fole  means  of  effecting  a  cure,  which, 
at  the  prefent  time,  appears  permanent  and  folid.  In 
Fox's  cafe  it  flattered  us  for  a  time,  with  a  profpect  of 
its  effecting  a  cure ;  and  though  it  finally  failed,  it  con- 
fiderably  mended  his  general  health.  His  habit  was  fo 
materially  injured  previous  to  the  ufe  of  the  acid,  that 
it  is  very  doubtful  if  any  medicine  could  have  cured  him. 

The  fame  may  be  remarked  of  Jordan's  cafe,  where 
the  acid  had  more  difeafes  to  encounter  than  the  vene- 
real j  it  had  to  oppofe  difeafes  occafioned  by  mercury. 

The  cafes  wherein  it  fucceeded  may  be  thought 
flight,  but  they  were  well  marked  cafes  of  pox,  though 
in  their  firft  ftage:  and  it  cannot  be  expected,  that  mer- 
cury would  have  effected  a  more  fpeedy  cure,  and  molt 
certainly  it  would  not  have  effected  it  with  lefs  injury 
to  the  conftitution.  Regarding  the  modus  operandi  of 
the  nitrous  acid,  I  fhall  not  hazard  any  thing.  I  may 
here  mention,  that  in  three  venereal  cafes,  all  with  the 
fecondary  fymptoms,  I  have  ufed  the  oxygenated  marine 
acid.  In  one  cafe  it  fucceeded ;  in  another  it  entirely 
failed  ;  and  in  the  third  cafe,  for  a  time,  the  fymptoms 
difappeared,  and  a  cure  feemed  to  have  been  obtained ; 
but  in  two  months  after,  the  patient  had  a  return  of  all 
his  fymptoms,  and  at  prefent  is  ufing  the  nitrous  acid, 
j»nd  apparently  with  great  benefit. 

I  4-  The 
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The  acid  which  I  ufed  was  the  common  nitrous  acid 
of  the  {hops. 

The  cafes  have  all  been  treated  by  myfelf  and  my 
affiftant  Mr.  Bruce,  and  have  occafionally  been  feen  by 
Mr.  Woodthorpe,  garrifon  furgeon  of  this  ifland. 

The  permanency  of  the  cure,  in  moft  of  the  cafes, 
cannot  at  this  time  be  doubted  j  but  fhould  at  any  future 
period  any  thing  appear  in  any  of  them,  you  may  be 
allured  I  will  not  fail  to  fend  you  an  account  of  it;  as 
well  as  of  fome  other  cafes,  which  at  prefent  I  have  un- 
der the  nitric  acid. 

James  M'Grigor. 


letter  from  dr.  carmichael. 
Dear  Sir, 

SOON  after  I  heard  of  Mr,  Scott's  report  of  the  power 
of  nitrous  acid  over  the  lues  venerea,  I  began  to  pre- 
fcribe  it  in  various  ftages  of  that  difeafe ;  and  although 
I  have  in  no  inftance  been  able  to  effect  a  cure,  I  have 
more  or  lefs  perfifted  in  this  practice.  To  this  I  have 
been  induced  by  the  attention  which  has  been  called  to 
this  fubject,  by  the  numerous  cafes  laid  before  the  public, 
where  this  new  medicine  is  reported  generally  to  have 
proved  a  fpeedy,  fafe,  and  effectual  remedy.  I  have 
fometimes  ordered  the  nitric,  fometimes  the  nitrous  acid, 
generally  from  the  fpecific  gravity  of  1.550  to  1.000  -s  but 
in  their  effects  I  have  not  been  able  to  diftinguifh  any  dif- 
ference. In  one  cafe  I  prefcribed  the  hyperoxygenated 
muriate  of  potafh,  in  compliance  with  the  recommenda- 
tions which  have  been  given  of  it ;  but  the  refult  of  that 
trial  W4s  not  fuch  as  to  induce  me  to  give  it  to  others, 

even 
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even  if  I  could  have  prepared  it  with  lefs  trouble  or  rifk 
to  myfelf.  Thofe  to  whom  I  have  given  the  acid  have 
obferved,  that  its  ufe  was  attended  by  a  fenfation  of 
warmth  at  the  ftomach,  an  improvement  of  the  appetite, 
and,  in  general,  an  increafed  fecretion  of  urine. 

Although  my  attempts  to  cure  venereal  complaints 
by  nitric  or  nitrous  acids  have  not  been  attended  with 
that  fuccefs,  which  the  reports  of  others  led  me  to  expect, 
I  am  neverthelefs  ready  to  admit,  that  this  new  remedy  is 
not  altogether  deftitute  of  powers  in  fuch  cafes.  Of 
what  thofe  powers  are  I  (hall  ftate  to  you  the  following 
reports;  and  I  hope  the  unprejudiced  will  admit  the 
trials  to  have  been  fufficient. 

The  diluting  medium,  which  I  have  directed,  has 
been  either  water  alone,  or  water  gruel,  which  I  recom- 
mended with  the  intention  of  more  accurately  afcer- 
taining  the  effects  of  a  new  medicine.  In  moil  of  the 
cafes,  where  fuccefs  is  reported  to  have  attended  the  ufe 
of  the  acid,  confiderable  quantities  of  fugar  have  been 
given,  by  way  of  rendering  the  medicine  more  palatable; 
but  it  is  not  improbable,  that  this  addition  may  be  of 
more  confequence  than  has  hitherto  been  fufpefted.  The 
reports  of  Dr.  Geach,  and  Mr.  Hammick,  when  compared 
with  mine,  confirm  this  fufpicion.  Thofe  gentlemen 
and  myfelf  have  given  the  acid  in  nearly  equal  quan- 
tities ;  they  have  added  larger  portions  *  of  fyrup  ;  I  have 
diluted  with  water,  or  water  gruel  only :  they  have  fel- 
dom  failed  to  cure  the  difeafe,  while  in  no  one  inftancc 
have  I  fucceeded. 

*  From  eight  to  twelve  ounces  of  fimple  fyrup  daily,  which 
of  pure  fugar  is  equal  to  from  five  ounces  and  a- half  to  half 
a  pound. 


Recent 
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Recent  cafes  of  the  venereal  difeafe  felJom  came 
under  my  notice.  In  thofe  which  follow,  the  con- 
stitutions of  my  patients  were  affe&ed.  In  one  inftance 
excepted,  the  primary  difeafe  had  yielded  to  mercury ; 
but  the  quantity  given  proving  infufficient  to  eradicate 
the  infection,  the  throat,  fkin,  and  bones  had  become 
affedted. 

In  the  excepted  cafe,  a  poor  female  had  laboured 
under  fyphilis  for  five  years,  without  ufing  any  remedy. 
She  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs.  The  genitalia 
were  in  one  continued  ulcer,  and  the  fkin  was  covered 
with  fcabs,  which,  in  fome  places  falling  off,  left  beneath 
foul  ulcerations.  She  was  much  emaciated.  Her  ap- 
petite and  ftrength  were  greatly  impaired,  and  pains  of 
the  head  and  extremities  deprived  her  of  reft.  She  took 
of  the  nitric  acid,  at  firft,  5ifs,  and  afterwards  5ii,  pro- 
perly diluted,  for  fix  weeks ;  but  her  fufferings  were  in 
no  refpecr.  mitigated.  It  was  therefore  omitted;  and  me 
took  of  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh,  from  §vfs  to§vj, 
beginning  with  dofes  of  five  grains,  four  times  a  day, 
Which  were  foon  increafed  to  a  fcruple  at  the  fame  in- 
tervals. From  this  remedy  fhe  did  not  experience 
more  relief ;  but  as  her  appetite  and  general  health  were 
fomewhat  recruited  by  reft  and  a  more  generous  diet,  I 
determined  to  make  a  further  trial  of  oxymuriated 
kali ■'*;  and  for  this  purpofe  I  propofed  a  folution  of  pot- 
am,  impregnated  under  ftrong  preffure,  nearly  to  the 

*  In  the  common  way  of  preparing  this  fait,  a  very  fmall 
quantity  of  cryftals  is  obtained  ;  but  where  ftrong  preffure  is 
11  fed,  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  the  potafh  may  be 
oxygenated  or  cryftallized. 

point 
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point  of  cryftallization,  with  the  fumes  of  oxygenated 
muriatic  acid  ;  and  of  this  exceflively  volatile  and  un- 
palatable liquor  fhe  took  gtj  daily,  for  three  weeks,  but 
without  deriving  from  its  ufe  any  of  thofe  good  effects 
which  report  had  fo  loudly  extolled.  Hopes  of  cure  by 
this  method  were  now  abandoned,  and  the  difeafe  foon 
yielded  to  mercurial  friction. 

The  next  cafe,  which  I  fhall  notice,  was  that  of 
another  female,  who  had  ulcerated  throat,  and  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva 
of  both  eyes  fpreading  upon  the  cornea.  The  upper 
clufter  of  glands  of  the  left  groin  was  confiderably  en- 
larged, and  fhe  had  a  flight  difcharge  from  the  vagina. 
The  inguinal  induration  was  evidently  the  produce  of 
fatigue  from  walking,  a  day  or  two  previous  to  my  fee- 
ing her,  and  entirely  fubfided  in  a  few  days  after; 
but  her  other  fymptoms  were  permanent.  She  took  of 
the  nitric  acid  3 ifs,  diluted  with  water  gruel,  and  perfe- 
vered  in  its  ufe  for  fix  weeks  ;  but  her  throat  had  not 
altered  in  appearance,  and  her  ophthalmia  had  evidently- 
gained  ground.  The  acid  was  therefore  laid  afide,  and 
mercurial  friction  foon  effected  a  cure. 

Sarah  Keeling,  when  fhe  applied  for  relief  at  the 
Birmingham  General  Hofpital,  had  her  tonfils  ex- 
tenfively  ulcerated,  her  moulders  and  face  occupied  bj  a 
copious  eruption,  and  on  each  tibia  a  very  painful  en- 
largement. Five  months  had  elapfed  fince  the  origin 
of  her  complaints,  and  fhe  had  taken  no  mercury.  T  he 
nitric  acid  was  directed  in  dofes  of  ten  drops,  fix  times  a 
day,  diluted  with  water  gruel,  and  foon  increafed  to 
double  that  quantity.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  the 
enlargements  of  the  tibiae  fuppurating,  fhe  applied  to  (flfe 
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admitted  into  the  Houfe.  On  the  firft  night  after  ad~ 
niiHion,  and  on  that  only,  (he  rubbed  about  5i  of  mer- 
curial ointment  upon  the  infide  of  her  thigh  ;  but  on  the 
day  thereafter,  (he  recommenced  the  ufe  of  the  acid,  and 
perfevered  for  three  months,  and  for  a  confiderable  part  of 
that  time,  took  3'iij,  daily.  Her  fore  throat,  eruption, 
and  ulcerated  tibiae,  were  now  healed  ;  but  pains  of  her 
head,  moulders,  and  legs,  which  originated  during  the 
ufe  of  the  acid,  gave  her  much  uneafinefs.  She  remained 
in  the  Houfe  three  weeks  longer,  talcing  the  acid,  with- 
out any  alleviation  of  her  pains,  when  fhe  was  made  an 
out-patient,  and  took  Peruvian  bark  and  fait  of  fteel,  but 
without  benefit.  Mercury  was  at  laft  had  recourfe  to, 
and  her  pains  were  removed,  and  her  health  re- 
eftablifhed. 

Thomas  Keeling,  when  he  applied  to  me  for  re- 
lief, had  the  back  part  of  his  throat  and  tonfils  exten- 
fively  ulcerated,  and  complained  of  excruciating  pains, 
which  affected  his  head,  moulders,  and  extremities.  He 
informed  me,  that  his  throat  had  been  fore  for  fix  weeks, 
but  that,  two  months  previous  to  his  prefent  complaints, 
he  had  had  a  fmall  fore  on  the  prepuce,  which  had  foon 
yielded  to  the  means  which  had  been  employed.  For 
his  prefent  complaints  he  had  taken  no  medicines. 

I  directed  him  to  take  fifteen  drops  of  nitrous  acid,  in 
half  a  pint  of  water  gruel,  four  times  a  day,  which  was 
augmented  to  a  hundred  and  twenty,  and  foon  there- 
after to  a  hundred  and  eighty  drops  in  the  fame  time. 
At  the  end  of  fix  weeks,  the  fores  of  his  throat  looked 
cleaner,  and  in  fize  were  fomewhat  contracted  ;  but  his 
pains  were  not  alleviated ;  and  although  he  perfevered 
for  a  month  longer,  his  ulcerations  were  but  little  re- 
duced, and  his  pains  were  equally  diftreffing.  After  fuch 
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a  trial,  I  could  not  perfift  longer  in  a  plan,  which  held 
out  fuch  profpects. 

William  Vale  had  extenfive  ulceration  of  the 
tonfils,  and  back  of  the  throat,  and  a  copious  eruption, 
occupying  efpecially  the  face,  fhoulders,.  breaft,  and 
arms.  Thefe  fymptoms  had  appeared  fix  weeks  pre- 
vious to  his  application  to  me  ;  but  he  had  ufed  no  means 
for  their  removal.  As  in  the  laft  cafe,  he  took  firft  fixty, 
then  a  hundred  and  twenty,  and  at  laft  a  hundred  and 
eighty  drops  of  nitrous  acid,  diluted  fufEciently  with 
water  gruel,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  After 
eight  weeks  perfeverance,  the  back  of  the  throat  was 
confiderably  better  j  but  the  tonfils,  ftill  ulcerated,  had 
contracted  a  knotty,  irregular,  callous  appearance  ;  and 
the  eruption,  with  fome  trifling  variation,  continued  as 
when  I  firft  faw  him.  He  continued  the  fame  plan  for 
three  weeks  longer,  without  further  perceptible  ad- 
vantage, when  I  recommended  to  him  to  ufe  mercury. 
I  faw  no  more  of  my  patient  for  three  months,  when  he 
applied  at  the  Hofpital  to  be  cured  of  what  he  imagined 
to  be  rheumatifm.  His  throat  was  better  than  when  I 
laft  examined  it,  and  his  eruption  was  lefs  copious  ;  but 
pains  of  his  head,  arms,  and  legs,  which  he  had  had  for 
two  months,  were  become  fo  diftrefiing,  as  to  demand  all 
his  attention.  He  had  not  ufed  any  mercury,  as  had 
been  directed.  I  had  no  inducement  to  try  the  acid 
further  in  this  cafe ;  he  was  therefore  directed  mer- 
curial frictions,  and  was  rapidly  recovering,  when  it  was 
found  neceftary  to  difcharge  him  from  the  Houfe,  on  ac- 
count of  repeated  irregularities.    I  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your's  fincerely, 
Birmingham,  lotb  July,  1798.  *  Carmichael. 

To  Dr,  Beddoes, 

THE 
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THE  EDITOR,  having  requefled  Mr.  HAMMICK  to 
try  ointment  of  oxygenated  muriate,  received  from  him, 
in  confequencc,  the  following  memorandum  : 

tyiTH  regard  to  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh,  as 
an  antifyphilitic  by  way  of  inunction,  I  can  fay  nothing 
favourable,  having  tried  it  in  three  cafes,  with  primary 
fymptoms  of  that  diforder,  without  fuccefs.  In  each  of 
thefe  cafes,  the  patients  rubbed  in  two  drachms  of  the 
muriate,  mixed  with  equal  parts  of  hogs-lard,  on  their 
thighs,  for  more  than  thirty  nights  fucceflively,  without 
producing  any  amendment.  In  fa£t,  under  this  treat- 
ment, their  diforders  evidently  gained  ground  ;  and  they 
complained  that  the  potafh  made  their  thighs  very  fore, 
and  that  much  of  the  fait  remained  on  them  after  the 
axunge  had  difappeared. 


Three  Cafes  of  lues  venerea,  treated  with  the  nitrous  acid, 
by  Mr.  Charles  Brown,  Surgeon,  in  a  letter  to  Thomas 
Bcddoes,  M.  D. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  do  myfelf  the  honour,  in  compliance  with  your 
requeft  of -the  18  th  inftant,  of  fending  you  the  detail  of 
three  cafes  of  lues  venerea,  which  were  treated  with 
the  nitrous  acid  ;  two  of  them  cured,  the  other  much- 
relieved. 

Notwithstanding  many  unfuccefsful  cafes  have 
appeared  in  a  recent  publication,  yet  I  hope  to  fee  this 
new  remedy,  in  our  future  enquiries,  retain  that  cele- 
brity to  which  it  is  juftly  entitled.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  number  of  inlets  to  fraud  and  deception,  in  all  that 
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comes  under  the  head  of  projeel  in  medicine,  to  be' 
too  ready  to  give  my  aflent  to  new  remedies,  which  are 
too  often  haftily  configncd  to  oblivion,  before  fufficient. 
time  has  been  allowed  to  eflabliih  their  repute. 

It  is  to  your  unremitted  attention,  lb  confpicuous  on 
all  occafions,  where  the  object  is  to  reftore  health,  aided 
by  a  Blair ,  and  other  fuch  congenial  characters,  that  this 
antifyphilitic  has  been  refcued  from  premature  neglect ; 
and  though  it  might  have  failed  in  many  inftances  (per- 
haps more  from  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  prattitioner^ 
than  from  a  want  of  power  inherent  in  the  medicine 
to  overcome  the  difeafe)  j  yet  all  agree  in  thefe  points, 
that  it  mends  the  appetite^  Jlrcngthens  the  conjiitution^  and 
on  many  occafions  fuperfedes  mercury*  ■ 

CASE  r. 

T.  G.  had  laboured  under  a  venereal  infection  five 
weeks  when  he  applied  to  me. — On  each  fide  of  the 
fraenulum  penis  was  an  ulcer,  very  ragged,  and  extremely 
painful.  The  glans  penis  was  excoriated  all  over ;  and 
there  was  a  large  difcharge,  extremely  foetid,  from 
behind  the  prepuce.  The  tonfils  were  ulcerated  ;  he 
had  copper-coloured  eruptions  all  over  his  body,  but 
more  particularly  in  his  face.  He  aflured  me,  he  had 
taken  no  medicines  whatever  ;  and  I  have  every  reafon 
to  believe  he  fpoke  the  truth.  I  began  with  acidi  nitrofi 
3'ifs  in  a  quart  of  water,  which  I  directed  him  to  drink 
ad  libitum  quotidie. — At  the  expiration  of  twelve  days, 
he  was  much  better  in  every  refpect.  His  pains  were 
mitigated,  his  appetite  was  fharp,  and  his  fpirits,  which 
before  were  much  deprefled  owing  to  his  fituation, 
became  exhileratcd.  He  urged  me  to  give  him  a  gargle 
for  his  throat  ;  accordingly  I  directed  him  to  ufe  the  fol- 
lowing, 
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lowing,  R  hydr.  muriat.  gr.  ifs.  falis.  amm.  crud.  gifs 
aqua  purse  ibj.  m.  pro  garg.  faepe  utend.  On  the  15th 
day,  I  increafed  the  dofe  of  the  acid  to  31J.  This  quan- 
tity he  continued  taking  a  fortnight  longer,  when  he  was 
perfectly  well.  The  ulcers  healed  rapidly,  and  the  dif- 
charge  diminifhed  every  day.  No  particular  regimen 
was  obferved.  He  went  into  the  warm  bath  every 
other  morning,  which  I  think  accelerated  the  operation 
of  the  acid.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  man,  pre- 
vious to  the  infection,  laboured  under  dyfpepfia  and 
cardialgia  ;  but  thefe  fymptoms  went  off  as  the  others 
abated. 

CASE  II. 

Mary  Go  wan  put  herfelf  under  my  care,  January 
the  22d,  1798.  Her  fymptoms  were  as  follow  :  She  had 
a  bubo,  almoft  ready  to  burft,  in  her  left  groin.  The 
velum  pendulum  palati  was  quite  eaten  away,  and  the 
tonfils  much  ulcerated.  She  had  two  large  chancres  on 
the  left  labium  pudenda,  with  dreadful  nocturnal  pains, 
chiefly  confined  to  the  calves  of  her  legs.  There  was  a 
copious  difcharge  from  the  urethra.  I  began  with  giving 
her  3ij.  acidi  nitrofi,  daily.  After  twelve  days,  as  the 
amendment  was  but  flow,  I  augmented  the  dofe  to  3iifs, 
without  its  affefting  her  bowels  :  this  quantity  fhe  con- 
tinued taking  daily,  till  the  28th  of  February,  when  fhe 
was  quite  free  from  all  fymptoms.  Under  the  foregoing 
treatment,  the  contents  of  the  bubo  were  abforbed. 

CASE  III. 

Mr.  W.  P.  applied  to  me,  February  16th.    He  had 
two  -very  deep  and  extenfive  venereal  ulcers  behind  the 
glans  penis,  with  ragged  and  hardened  edges.    A  great 
1  difcharge 
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discharge  from  the  urethra,  and  a  pain  in  the  back 
part  of  his  head,  which  at  intervals  drove  him  almoft  to 
diftra&ion.  He  had  a  node  on  his  left  leg,  and  an  in- 
cipient bubo  in  his  right  groin.  After  taking  of  the 
nitrous  acid  31J.  per  diem,  for  three  weeks,  he  found  no 
amendment.  His  bowels  were  much  griped,  and  he  was 
frequently  fick  at  the  ftomach.  I  was  willing  to  give  the 
acid  a  fair  trial,  and  accordingly  requefted  of  him  to  con- 
tinue it  a  fortnight  longer,  which  he  did,  but  with  little 
or  no  alteration,  excepting  that  the  bubo  difappeared. 
I  directed  him  to  inhale  twenty  quarts  of  oxygene  gas, 
moderately  diluted,  daily,  which  he  did  for  twelve  days, 
when  the  enemy  {hewed  a  difpofition  to  remove.  The 
acid  was  accordingly  exhibited  again,  and  the  vital  air 
given  at  the  fame  time;  and,  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight, 
he  was  quite  well. 

Without  making  any  more  obfervations  at  prefent, 
than  that  I  am  fully  convinced  the  inhalation  of  oxygene 
gas  accelerates  the  operation  both  of  mercurials  and  the 
nitrous  acid, 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  very  much  obliged 
humble  fervant, 
No.  9,  Ely-Place,  Holborn.  Charles  Brown1.' 

.  To  Dr.  Beddoes. 


Letter  from  Dr.  Currie,  Pbyjician,  at  Liverpool, 

Dear  Sir,  Liverpool,  ijl  Oflober,  1^98. 

I  am  truly  forry  I  have  occafioned  you  the  trouble  of 
writing  fo  often  to  me,  by  neglecting  to  comply  with 
your  wimes  refpedting  the  nitric  acid ;  but  the  truth  is, 
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my  experience  oi'  its  eiFe&s  in  lues  is  not  fo  extenfive,  or 
io  uniform,  as  to  enable  me  to  fpeak  with  confidence  on 
a  fubjedt,  where  accurate  conclusions  appear  to  be  fo 
difficult.  Neverthclefs,  fince  you  defire  it,  I  will  give 
you  a  fhort  account  of  what  I  have  obferved. 

I  began  to  ufe  the  nitric  acid  in  lues,  at  our  Hofpital, 
in  the  beginning  of  1/97.    In  the  two  firft  cafes,  there 
were  ulcerations  on  the  penis,  and  open  buboes  in  the 
groin,  but  no  decided  evidence  of  the  fyftem  being 
affecSted ;  and  the  difeafe  was  in  each  cafe  of  lefs  than 
three  months  ftanding.    In  the  third,  the  difeafe  had 
been  in  the  habit  upwards  of  a  year  ;  the  furface  was 
covered  with  venereal  eruptions  ;  the  throat  had  been 
affected,  and  the  glands  of  the  neck,  on  each  fide,  had 
been  indurated,  and  were  in  a  ftate  of  open  ulceration* — 
The  patient  had  undergone  a  courfe  of  mercury  in  the 
Hofpital  j  but,  after  pufliing  it  as  far  as  her  fyftem  would 
bear,  fhe  had  been  difcharged,  about  fix  weeks  before, 
with  little  or  no  amendment  in  her  fymptoms.  The 
laft  fix  weeks,  fhe  had  been  in  the  country,  on  a  milk 
diet,  and  her  health  was  fomewhat  recruited.    I  paid 
much  attention  to  thefe  three  cafe|,  and  have  minutes  by 
me  reflecting  them,  of  confiderable  extent.    The  two 
firft  were  males. 

E  ach  of  the  men  took  a  pint  of  water  daily,  gratefully 
acidulated  with  the  nitric  acid  ;  a  drachm  being  at  firft 
ufed  in  each  pint,  and  afterwards  a  drachm  and  a  half; 
but  this  laft  proportion  appearing  to  affect  the  bowels  by 
griping,  the  original  proportion  was  returned  to,  and  the 
patients  took  a  pint  and  a  half  of  the -acidulated  water 
daily;  i.  e.  a  drachm  and  half  of  the  acid,  as  already 
mentioned.  In  the  cafe  of  the  female,  we  never  ex- 
ceeded a  drachm,  her  bowels  being  very  irritable. 
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In  five  weeks,  every  fymptom  of  difeafe  in  the  two 
men  was  gone ;  and  I  prefented  them  to  the  Board,  as 
remarkable  inftances  of  lues  being  cured  without  the  ufe 
of  mercury.  They  attended  at  rtiy  houfe  weekly,  for 
fome  time  ;  but,  being  failors,  they  went  afterwards  ta 
fea,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  them  fince. 

In  the  female,  the  fame  happy  progrefs  continued  for 
yearly  a  month  ;  the  eruption  on  the  fkin  diminiftied, 
the  nocturnal  pains  in  the  head  and  limbs  went  off,  and 
the  ulcerations  in  the  neck  aflumed  a  healing  appearance  ; 
tier  general  health,  alfd,  improved  rapidly.    But  at  this 
jeriod,   her  progrefs  towards   a   cure   flopped ;  and 
■hough  we  perfifted  in  the  acid  fome  time,  it  did  not  re- 
:ommence.   It  was  therefore,  at  the  end  of  feven  weeks 
ibandoned,  and  recourfe  had  again  to  mercury,  but  in 
mall  dofes,  gradually  increafing  them,   however,  til  J 
otyalifm  commenced*    At  firft,  there  were  indications  of 
benefit  from  this  new  courfe  of  mercury ;  but  thefe! 
jpeedily  failed ;  and  her  general  health  fuffering  feverely, 
ive  were  once  more  compelled  to  abandon  it  j  the 
iterations  in  the  neck  having,  during  its  ufe,  evidently 
jpread  and  become  more  morbid.    The  nitric  acid  was 
lad  recourfe  to,  as  before.    During  this  fecond  courfe  of 
he  acid,  her  health  again  improved,  and  the  venereal 
vmptoms  again  appeared  to  give  way.    But,  after  a  few 
yeeks,  thefe  favourable  indications  failed  us  j  we  aban- 
loned  the  acid,  and  reforted  to  mercury  once  more. — » 
t  would  be  tedious  to  particularize  farther.    With  the 
nercury,  farfaparilla,  and  mezereon,  and  opium,  were 
ncceflively  combined;  but  in  vain.    Her  health  sivine 
'ay,  the  lores  enlarged,  and  once  mote  we  returned  to 
lie  acid.    At  length  we  combined  the  acid  with  mer- 
Ury,  in  what  are  called  alterant  dofes,  and  with  evi- 
tmt  benefit.    At  the  end  of  eight  months,  however, 
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the  ulcerations  continued,  though  much  diminifhed,  De- 
fpairing  of  any  farther  benefit  from  thefe  combined  powers, 
we  abandoned  them  altogether,  and  after  a  proper  inter- 
val, put  the  patient  on  a  courfe  of  the  mineral  folution  • 
of  De  Valengin,  (from  which,  in  ohftinate  venereal  af- 
fections, I  had  before  feen  extraordinary  effects)  and 
during  this  courfe  the  ulcerations  fpeedily  healed,  and 
the  cure  of  the  patient  became  complete,  the  treatment 
having  occupied  a  fpace  of  upwards  of  ten  months.  In 
ohftinate  cafes  of  this  kind,  it  is  ufual  to  fuppofe,  that 
fome  fcrofulous  or  other  taint  has  combined  with  the 
venereal  virus,  and  this  may  have  been  the  fact  in  the 
prefent  inftance ;  the  refult  will,  however,  afford  en- 
couragement in  ftmilar  fituations. 

The  encouragement,  arifing  from  the  three  cafes  juft 
mentioned,  led  me  to  try  the  nitric  acid  in  a  variety  of 
other  cafes.  In  fome  of  thefe,  my  fuccefs  has  apparently 
been  complete  ;  in  others,  tb«re  has  been  evident  benefit 
without  a  perfect  cure  ;  and  in  others,  it  has  feemed  to» 
foil  entirely.  It  is  not  a  little  curious,  that  in  fome  o 
the  cafes  in  which  I  have  fucceeded,  the  fymptoms  were 
what  are  called  fecondary,  and  the  difeafe  in  its  moft 
rooted  and  ohftinate  ftate.  One  of  my  patients,  whofe 
name  is  Elkins,  has  drawn  out  his  own  cafe,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  are  fhortly  thefe  : — About  four  years  ago 
he  was  affected  by  lues,  with  the  ufual  fymptoms,  for 
which  he  underwent  a  courfe  of  mercury,  and  was  fup- 
pofed  cured.  In  about  nine  months  afterwards,  how- 
ever, the  difeafe  appeared  in  his  throat,  and  in  obftinate 
pains  in  his  head,  &c.  He  was  again  falivated,  and  with 
Jimilar  good  effects.  Twelve  months  after  this,  havingt 
been  for  a  confiderahle  time  fubject  to  what  was  fuppofed. 
to  be  rheumatifm,  the  difeafe  appeared  again,  and  refitted 
the  long-continued  and  repeated  ufe  of  mercury,  under  a 
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practitioner  here,  of  the  firfr.  eminence.  He  was  at  length 
obliged  to  abandon  it,  having  been  reduced  to  a  ftate  of 
extreme  weakuefs.  About  three  months  after  this,  he 
was  admitted  a  patient  into  our  hofpital,  and  under  my 
care.  At  this  time  he  had  a  thickening  of  the  pericra- 
nium in  two  different  places,  the  moif  fevere  pains,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  night,  in  the  bones  of  his  head,  arms,  and 
legs,  and  a  large  increafmg  node  on  the  right  tibia.  All 
his  fymptoms  were  at  this  time  increafmg;  and  having 
taken  fo  much  mercury  in  vain,  he  was  in  a  ftate  of  ex- 
treme defpondence  and  depreffion. 

We  prefcribed  the  nitric  acid,  and  his  fufferings  abated 
from  the  third  day  ;  and  being  continued,  the  thickening 
of  the  pericranium  and  the  node  of  the  tibia  entirely  dis- 
appeared, with  all  his  other  fymptoms.  He  took  the 
nitric  acid,  in  all,  to  the  quantity  of  eight  ounces  in  eight 
gallons  of  water,  which  he  drank  in  fixty  days. 

Elkins  has  been  nearly  a  year  difcharged,  and  has 
never  had  any  return  of  his  complaints.  This  cafe  has 
made  fome  noife,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  attract  the 
attention  of  feveral  of  my  brethren  to  it,  as  decifive  of 
the  influence  of  the  acid  in  this  defcru&ive  difeafe. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a  ftill  more  confiderable 
number  of  cafes,  in  which  the  acid  has  entirely  failed  me, 
or  produced  only  partial  benefit ;  and  at  prefent,  though  I 
always  order  it  internally,  with  mercurial  inundions  on 
the  fkin,  I  do  not  truft  the  cure  to  it  alone  in  the  firjl 
tnjiance.  Combined  with  mercury  in  this  way,  the  con- 
ftitution  feems  to  fupport  the  a&ion  of  the  metal  better, 
and  the  cure  to  be  accomplifhed  more  fafely  and  more 
fpeedily.  In  feveral  inftances  where,  after  a  courfe  of  the 
nitric  acid,  it  has  been  thought  advifeable  to  have  recourfe 
to  mercury,  a  very  fmalhquantity  of  the  ointment  (in 
one  cafe  two  drachms  only,  has  produced  complete  pty- 
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ajtfixji  This  has  occurred  fo  frequently,  that  I  do  not 
think  the  conjunction  accidental. 

The  nitric  acid  has  never  been  pufhed  by  me  to  the 
extent,  in  which  it  has  been  ufed  by  others  ;  in  many  of  the 
cafes,  in  which  it  has  apparently  failed,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  fay,  that  it  would  not  have  fucceeded,  if  pufhed  to  a 
greater  length  ;  but  I  have  not  thought  it  proper  to  carry 
it  to  any  extent  injurious  to  the  ftomach  or  bowels,  while 
the  falutary  effects  of  mercurial  inunction  remained  untried. 
In  the  quantities  in  which  I  have  prefcribed  it,  it  has 
been  uniformly  falutary  to  the  conftitution,  in  this  refpect 
jps  action  contrafting  very  happily  with  that  of  mercury. 
In  the  cafes  in  which  it  has  apparently  fucceeded  (in  my 
hands)  in  the  cure  of  lues,  I  have  not  known  a  relapfe 
to  take  place  ;  but  as  the  patients  have  been  chiefly  fea- 
faring  perfons,  it  is  not  in  my  power  tp  trace  their  hif- 
tory  fubfequent  to  our  parting.  In  one  cafe  of  the  pri- 
mary difeafe,  in  the  hofpital  of  the  20th  regiment,  the 
affiflant  furgeon,  who  thought  it  had  effected  a  complete 
cure,  found  the  difeafe  break  out  in  the  throat,  at  the 
diffance  of  four  months,  and  finally  removed  it  by  merr 
cury. 

I  HAVE  experience  of  the  effects  of  the  nitric  acid  in 
complaints  of  the  ftomach,  hypochondriasis,  afthma,  and 
fome  other  difeafes,  as  well  as  in  hepatitis ;  but  as  your 
enquiries  are  directed  to  its  agency  in  a  fingle  difeafe — ■ 
jues- — I  forbear  to  enter  on  other  points. 

But  you  will  afk  whether  I  can  mark,  by.  any  parti- 
cular effects,  the  circumftances  attending  its  falutary 
operation  in  lues  ? — I  think  I  can.  In  the  cafes  in  which 
it  fucceeded,  it  evidently  irritated  the  fyftem  in  the  fol- 
lowing refpects  : 

The  gums  were  always  affected  with  tendernefs  and 
rednefs,  and  the  action  of  the  falivary  glands  increafed. 

This 
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This  affection  may  indeed  be  confidered  as  depending  on 
its  local  action ;  for  it  took  place  in  one  cafe,  where,  for 
the  fake  of  the  experiment,  the  acid  was  taken  into  the 
mouth,  but  not  fwallowed.  This  ftate  of  the  gums,  &c. 
was  not  attended  by  fcetor,  as  during  the  action  of  mer- 
cury, neither  did  it  increafe  as  the  acid  was  continued, 
but  in  a  little  while  difappeared.  This  affection  of  the 
gums  *nd  falivary  glands  did  not  always  appear  in  the 
cafes  where  the  acid  failed. 

i.  In  every  cafe  in  which  it  fucceeded  or  operated  be- 
neficially, there  was  a  confiderable  increafe  of  urine,  and 
this  difcharge  became  turbid  ;  fometimes  of  a  whitifh  and 
ibmetimes  of  a  browniih  hue  ;  it  amounted  to  about  eight 
pounds  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  But  the  difcharge  of 
urine  did  not  go  on  increafmg  under  the  continued  ufe  of 
the  acid ;  on  the  contrary,  it  ceafed  like  the  increafed 
difcharge  of  faliva.  The  affection  of  the  kidneys  feemed 
to  precede  the  affection  of  the  falivary  glands  ;  but  both 
the  one  and  the  other  occurred  by  the  fifth  day  at  lateft. 

3.  The  patients  had  their  appetites  improved,  and 
felt  a  greater  alacrity  of  fpirits. 

4.  In  all  of  them  the  pulfe  was  rendered  more  fre- 
quent, and  the  animal  heat  towards  evening  increafed 
from  one  to  two  degrees,  which  in  the  night  was  gene- 
rally carried  off  by  more  or  lefs  of  feniible  perfpiration. 

I  think  that  thefe  fymptoms  have  not  appeared  at  all, 
or  not  in  combination,'  where  the  acid  has  feemed  to  be 
inert.  ,' 

But  I  wifh  to  fpeak  with  the  diffidence  becoming  my 
imperfect  experience;  and  I  would  not  willingly  have 
fpoken  at  all  in  this  ftage  of  the  enquiry,  had'  not  there 
appeared  a  danger  of  the  attention  of  medical  men  being 
wholly  withdrawn  from  the  invert igation  of  a  fubject, 
Which,  though  difficult,  feems  to  me  not  only  curious  in 
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itfelf,  but  likely  to  produce  important  confequences  te 
the  healing  art.  To  affift  in  preventing  this,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  offer  a  teftimony,  which  is  certainly  imperfect, 
and  which  in  fome  refpecls  may  ultimately  be  found  er- 
roneous. 

You  are  welcome  to  make  what  ufe  of  it  you  pleafe. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your's,  with  much  efteem, 

J.  Currie. 


Cafe  communicated  by  Mr.  Wilmer,  Surgeon^  of  Coventry. 

James  Payne  contracted  a  gonorrhoea  at  Chriftmas, 
1796.  Soon  after  a  chancre  appeared  on  the  penis.  He 
rubbed  in  ung.  hydrargyri  more  than  two  months,  which 
affected  his  mouth.  During  this  procefs  the  chancre 
healed  ;  but  foon  afterwards  a  large  ulcer  was  formed 
under  the  penis,  and  feveral  others  on  different  parts  of 
his  body. 

April  10th,  1798,  having  been  difeafed  nearly  two 
years,  and  much  emaciated,  he  was  admitted  a  patient  in 
the  Coventry  General  Difpenfary.  At  this  time,  both 
his  fhoulders  were  covered  with  ulcers  more  than  four 
inches  in  diameter.  The  difcharge  from  them  was  very 
putrid. 

R  acidi  nitrofi  51.  aquas  puree,  Ibij.  m.  bibat  quotidie. 

The  fores  were  dreffed  with  the  following  lotion  : — > 
IjL  zinc  vitriol.  3L  ceruf.  acetat.  3!.  aquae  ifei.  m. 

16th.  General  health  much  improved,  appetite  bet- 
ter, the  fores  lefs  painful,  and  the  edges  diipofed  to  heal- 
Nitrous  acid  continued  in  the  fame  dofe. 
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20th.  The  acid  increafed  to  two  drachms,  the  procefs 
of  healing  appearing  to  have  been  ftationary  the  laft  two 
or  three  days. 

From  this  time  he  mended  rapidly,  and  on  the  nine- 
teenth of  June  he  was  difmiffed,  cured. 


Another  Communication  from  Mr .  W ilmer. 

Sir,  Coventry,  Sept.  21,  1798. 

THE  circumftances  of  the  following  cafe  will  be  befl 
made  known,  by  tranfmitting  to  you  the  very  accurate 
journal  of  the  patient,  previous  to  the  time  he  came  un-* 
der  my  care. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  fervant, 

Bradford  Wilmer. 

To  Dr.  Beddoes. 

Patient's  Journal. 

(t  Fifteen  days  after  having  had  a  fufpicious  con- 
"  nection,  I  perceived  an  excoriation  at  the  bottom  of 
M  the  frenum,  and  two  fmall  chancres  on  the  prepuce. 
"  Mr.  Cam  applied  to  them  a  mercurial  dreffing.  The 
<l  next  day  a  fmall  boil  arofe  on  the  infide  of  the  prepuce, 
"  which  foon  burft,  and  flattened  into  a  large  fore.  To 
"  thefe  was  now  applied  the  aqua  phagedaenica.  I  took, 
"  as  directed,  a  mercurial  pill  every  night  and  morning. 
"  The  chancres  now  appeared  very  virulent,  and  the 
"  larger  ulcer  not  at  all  mended  ;  the  pills  purged  me ;  but 
"  my  general  health  was  not  materially  affected.  The 
"  pills  were  now  changed  for  the  folution  of  fublimate, 
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"  which  I  continued  the  fame  length  of  time,  with  a  de- 
"  coction  of  baric.  From  this  medicine  I  did  not  per- 
li  ceive  any  vifible  effect.  The  chancres  flill  continuing 
"  virulent,  Mr.  Cam  fumigated  them  with  cinnabar. 
u  This  treatment  increafed  the  irritation  fo  much,  that  a 
"  phymofis  was  the  confequence.  Having  now  given 
"  the  fublimate  folution  a  fuflicient  trial,  friction  with 
"  mercurial  ointment  was  recommended,  and  I  rubbed 
"  in  a  drachm  every  night.  In  about  a  week  after  be-. 
"  ginning  with  the  friction,  the  upper  chancres  were 
"  evidently  much  mended,  and  my  conflitution  materially 
"  affected  by  the  mercury.  The  chancres  did  not  con- 
"  tinue  to  mend  the  fecond  week,  although  I  rubbed  in 
"  night  and  morning  a  drachm  each  time.  This  pro- 
"  duced  great  weaknefs,  faintnefs,  and  ficknefs.  For 
u  fome  time  I  had  perceived  a  tendernefs  upon  touching 
"  the  glands  in  the  groin,  and  on  the  right  fide  a  fwelling 
"  began.  At  the  end  of  the  fecond  week  of  rubbing  in, 
"  the  mercury  fell  upon  my  bowels  ;  but  notwithstanding 
"  this  circumflance,  I  continued  the  application  of  the 
tc  ointment  as  before,  the  fwelling  in  the  groin  fome- 
u  times  appearing  to  increafe,  fometimes  to  diminifh. 
*'  A  furgeon  of  the  Romney  fencibles  being  now  at  He- 
"  reford,  his  opinion  was  taken.  He  confidered  the 
"  fwelling  as  occafioned  by  the  irritation  of  rubbing  in 
*c  the  mercury,  and  under  the  idea,  that  the  medicine  had 
<c  ceafed  to  act  on  the  venereal  virus,  recommended  warm 
tc  bathing,  and  fome  purgatives,  for  a  week.  As  no  ma- 
"  tcrial  alteration  took  place  "at  the  end  of  that  time,  by 
tc  defire  of  both  the  gentlemen  who  now  attended  me,  I  1 
"  returned  to  the  frictions,  and  took  a  pill  of  calomel  at 
"  night.  The  pill  fo  affected  my  ftomach  the  following 
tc  morning,  that  I  took  no  more,  and  continued  the  fric- 
"  tion  only  for  a  little  time  longer,  when  it  again  fell 
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<£  very  fevcrcly  upon  my  bowels,  and  for  that  reafon, 
"  joined  to  Mr.  Cam's  opinion  that  the  bubo  would  not 
«  difperfe,  I  dropped  it.  In  a  few  days  after  leaving  off 
f«  the  frLflion,  Mr.  Cam  judged  the  bubo  fufficicntly 
t{  ripe,  and  he  opened  it  with  a  lancet.  It  contained  a 
"  good  deal  of  a  yellowifh  matter.  No  mercury  was 
tc  taken  for  three  weeks  after  this,  during  which  time 
"  the  chancres  perfectly  healed.  At  this  time  I  had  a- 
"  very  painful  ulcerated  fore  throat,  which  got  well 
"  without  any  mercurial  remedy,  and  was  therefore  fup-* 
tc  pofed  not  to  be  venereal.  The  edges  of  the  bubo  foon 
tc  became  very  ragged,  and  in  fome  parts  much  fwelled. 
"  Mr.  Cam  now  thought  the  calcined  mercury,  mixed 
,l  with  opium,  might  probably  agree  with  me  better  than 
*c  friction,  which  always  fo  much  affected  my  bowels. 
"  Accordingly,  I  took  a  pill  night  and  morning  for  about 
"  nine  days  ;  this  alfo  very  feverely  attacked  my  bowels. 
"  During  this  courfe  there  happened  a  fecond  fuppura- 
"  tion,  about  half  an  inch  from  the  upper  edge  of  the 
"  bubo.  Confinement,  &c.  having  now  reduced  me  very 
"  much,  my  friends  defired  I  would  call  in  Doctor 
"  Campbell.  He  declared  his  hopes,  that  no  more  mer- 
£C  cury  would  be  neceffary  j  and  feemed  to  think,  that 
"  ftrength  of  conftitution  only  was  wanted  to  heal  the 
"  wound.  In  purfuance  of  his  advice,  I  got  into  an 
"  airy  fituation,  and  in  about  a  fortnight,  or  little  more, 
"  my  general  health  being  much  improved,  two  new  uU 
"  cersj  which  now  remain,  made  their  appearance.  Dr. 
"  Campbell  now  recommended,  if  Mr.  Cam  confidered 
"  thefe  as  venereal,  to  have  rccourfe  again  to  friction. 
"  But  mercury,  in  whatever  way  it  was  applied,  having 
"  fo  conftantly  affected  my  bowels,  Mr.  Cam  advifed  me 
tc  to  try  the  nitric  acid. 

«  The 


"  The  acid  was  tried  for  three  weeks,  in  which  time 
"  the  fores  certainly  improved,  though  not  in  a  way  to 
"  promife  a  fpeedy  cure. 

"  During  this  procefs,  the  carrot  poultice  was  applied 
"  to  the  ulcers.  Mr.  Ruffel,  of  Worcefter,  was  now 
"  confulted.  He  advifed  me  to  difcontinue  the  ufe  of  the 
"  acid ;  he  directed  an  alterative  electuary,  mercurial 
"  dreffings  for  the  fores,  and  Goulard's  extract  to  the 
"  bubo,  for  the  purpofe  of  drying  them  up.  This  plan 
"  was  purfued  a  fortnight,  when,  finding  myfelf  much 
"  worfe,  I  determined  to  place  myfelf  under  Mr.  Ruffel's 
^  immediate  care,  and  for  that  purpofe  went  to  Wor- 
<c  cefter. 

"  Arrived  at  Worcefter,  I  took  a  mercurial  pill,  pre- 
tc  pared  with  crude  mercury,  night  and  morning,  and 
tc  rubbed  in  two  drachms  of  ftrong  mercurial  ointment 
"  three  evenings,  without  any  material  amendment;  then 
tc  took  the  folution  of  fublimate,  but  finding  my  ftomach 
tc  very  materially  affected,  left  it  off.  I  continued  eleven 
<c  days  without  any  mercurial  medicine,  and  in  this  in- 
lc  terval  fome  finufes,  connected  with  the  bubo,  were 
"  opened  by  A'lr.  Sandiford,  whom  Mr.  Ruffel  brought 
"  with  him  for  that  purpofe.  I  drank  daily  a  quart  bottle 
"  of  dedoction  of  mezereon,  guaiacum,  and  farfaparilla. 
"  The  fores  now  appearing  worfe,  I  again  had  recourfe 
*'  to  mercurial  ointment,  and  during  eight  fucceffive 
<c  evenings  I  rubbed  in  a  drachm.  The  fores  now  ap- 
"  peared  confiderably  better ;  my  mouth  became  fore  ; 
<c  but  my  bowels  were  again  fo  much  affected,  that  I 
tc  was  obliged,  on  the  ninth  evening,  to  defifl  from  the 
tc  friction.    I  refumed  it,  however,  the  night  follow- 

ing ;  but  found  my  bowels  fo  much  affected  the  next 
"  day,  that  I  was  obliged  to  difcontinue  it.    The  fores 

continued  a  day  or  two  improving,  but  in  lefs  than  a 
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"  week  relapfed.    The  night  after  leaving  off  mercury, 
"  I  began  again  with  the  nitric  acid.  In  the  fir  ft  week  I 
"  took  nine  drachms,   dilated  with  fyrup  and  water. 
"  The  fores  became  vifibly  mended.    In  the  next  Aveek 
tc  I  took  feven  drachms ;  having  in  that  time  a  violent 
"  head-ach,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  leffen  the  dofe. 
M  The  ulcers  and  lower  edge  of  the  bubo  cdntinued 
u  mending  flowly,  but  the  upper  edge  ulcerated  again  with 
"  additional  virulence.  The  third  week,  I  took  a  drachm 
"  and  a  half  of  the  acid  each  day  ;  the  virulence  feemed. 
"  to  increafc,  and  the  fores  in  general  put  on  a  worfe 
tc  appearance.    I  continued  the  acid  one  day  longer ;  but 
u  finding  every  thing  worfe,  left  it  off  entirely.  The 
"  day  after  this,  I  began  with  the  extract  of  hemlock, 
"  and  the  bark,  which  I  continued  five  or  fix  days  ;  but 
"  found  the  fores  fo  much  worfe,  and  the  pain  fo  much 
"  increafed,  that  I  was  obliged  again  to  have  recourfe  to 
"  mercury,  and  rubbed  in,  that  and  the  four  following 
"  evenings,  half  a  drachm  of  the  ftrong  ointment.  Find- 
u  ing  the  fores  not  mended,  and  the  pain  but  little  abated,  I 
"  increafed  the  ointment  to  a  drachm  the  three  following 
"  nights,  when  I  was  attacked  with  confiderable  griping 
u  and  violent  ficknefs,  the  fores  ftill  not  improved,  and 
£t  my  mouth  not  affected  with  the  mercury.  I  continued 
"  the  friction  half  a  drachm  per  diem,  for  fix  days  longer, 
"  without  finding  myfelf  materially  affected.    The  fe- 
"  venth  day  I  rubbed  in  a  drachm  ;  the  pain  ftill  continu- 
"  ing  undiminifhed,  and  the  fores  appearing  worfe,  left 
"  off"  the  mercury,  and  began  an  antifcorbutic  diet,  infu- 
"  fion  of  malt,  &c.     Finding  this  purge,  I  left  it  off, 
"  and  continued  without  medicine  for  the  next  ten  days, 
"  when  the  fores  getting  worfe,  I  left  Worcefter,  and 
"  came  to  Coventry." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wilmer's  continuation. 

When  I  firft  faw  the  patient,  he  appeared  of  a  fallow 
complexion,  with  a  pulfe  quicker  than  natural.  In  the 
right  groin  was  a  large  phagedenic  bubo,  in  a  fpreading 
ftate.  Its  edges  were  fwollen,  indurated,  and  of  a  purple 
colour,  in  fome  parts  undermined.  The  furface  was 
either  in  a  floughy  ftate,  or  raifed  up  by  unhealthy  granu- 
lations ;  fome  of  which  were  ulcerating  at  the  top,  and 
foon  became  floughy  in  their  turn.  Another  deep  ulcer, 
of  a  round  form,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
was  fituated  oppofite  the  fymphyfis  of  the  ofla  pubis. — ■ 
This  had  a  more  malignant  appearance  than  the  other  :  . 
both  difcharged  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fanious  mat- 
ter, of  an  ofFenfive  fmell,  and  were  attended  with  fo 
much  pain,  that  his  nights  were  generally  pari  without 
fleep.  Mercury  and  the  nitrous  acid  had  at  different 
times  been  ufeful  in  the  cafe;  but,  on  account  of  the 
effects  of  the  former  on  the  bowels,  it  could  never  be 
continued  long  enough  to  fubdUe  the  difeafe.  The  ufe 
of  the  acid  had  been  given  up  without  any  very  fub- 
ftantial  reafons.  When  the  patient  left  off  both,  and 
tried  the  effects  of  country  air,  the  bark,  reftoratives,  &c. 
his  health  became  manifeftly  worfe,  and  the  difeafe1 
gained  ground. 

Upon  reviewing  the  circumflances  of  this  cafe,  it  was 
not  eafy  to  decide  upon  what  was  proper  to  be  done,  and 
there  remained  only  a  choice  of  difficulties.  It  appeared 
evident,  however,  that  unlefs  mercury  or  the  nitrous  acid 
could  be  pufhed  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  they  had 
hitherto  been,  very  little  chance  of  fuccefs  remained. — 
I  determined  to  begin  with  mercury.  Before  the  ufe  of 
this,  as  it  was  probable  the  effe&s  it  had  on  the  bowels 
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nroic  from  a  peculiar  irritability  of  the  nerves  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  I  propofed  to  reduce  them  to  a  torpid 
ftate  by  large  dofes  of  opium.  Accordingly,  beginning 
with  a  grain,  the  dofe  was  gradually  incrcafed,  till  he 
took  ei^ht  grains  daily.  When  this  point  was  gained, 
he  began  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

He  was  ordered  to  rub  one  drachm  of  ftrong  mer- 
curial ointment  into  the  legs,  every  night.  This  was 
continued  fixteen  days,  when  he  had  employed  two 
ounces  of  it.  At  this  period,  he  was  better  in  every 
refpect ;  the  pain  was  lefs ;  the  furface  of  the  fores  had 
affumed  a  healthy  appearance ;  their  indurated  edges  had 
foftened,  and  were  in  a  healing  ftate  ;  and  the  diameter 
of  both  fores  was  leffened  fo  much,  that  if  he  could  have 
proceeded  with  the  remedy,  no  doubt  of  its  fuccefs  re- 
mained. But  it  unfortunately  happened,  that  the  mer- 
cury now  affected  his  bowels  with  more  violence  than 
ever.  It  produced,  at  the  fame  time,  ficknefs,  extreme 
debility,  irregular  pulfe,  a  fenfe  of  tightnefs  acrofs  the 
breaft,  gripings  and  tenefmus.  Thefe  fymptoms  con- 
tinued, though  with  diminifhed  violence,  feveral  days, 
during  which  time  the  fores  continued  to  mend  as  much 
as  they  did  under  the  exhibition  of  mercury.  But  as 
foon  as  the  bowels  had  recovered  their  proper  action,  and 
the  bad  effects  of  the  remedy  were  removed,  they  began 
to  fpread  again  very  rapidly.  Small  puftules  arofe  in  the 
indurated  parts  of  the  margin  of  the  fores,  which,  break- 
ing at  their  apex,  produced  a  ftnall  ulcer,  whofe  irregular 
edges,  extending  their  dimenfions,  foon  united  with 
others  in  their  neighbourhood.  The  pain  and  reftleflhefs 
continued,  notwithstanding  the  almoft  conftant  ufe  of 
opium.  I  was  of  opinion,  that  if  mercury  could  be  intro- 
duced into  the  fyftem  without  producing  fuch  poifonous 
effects  in  the  bov/cls,  it  would  ftill  be  our  remedy.  As 
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it  was  poflible  it  might  be  returned  into  the  inteftine* 
(according  to  the  theory  of  the  celebrated  author  of 
Zoonomia)  by  a  retrograde  aftion  of  the  inteftinal  ab- 
forbents,  I  recommended,  that  heftiould  go  into  another 
courfe,  rubbing  into  the  arms  only,  the  abforbents  from 
which  have  no  direa  communication  with  thofe  of  the 
bowels. 

After  an  interval  of  twelve  days,  in  which  time  the 
opium  was  continued,  joined  to  a  decoftion  of  farfa- 
parilla  and  bark,  he  began  to  rub  into  the  arms  one 
drachm  of  the  ointment.    This  was  continued  eight  fuc- 
ceffive  nights.    The  fores  were  now  becoming  worfe, 
and   the   external  ufe   of  mercury  was   changed  for 
Plenck's  mixture,  one  large  fpoonful  of  which  was 
taken  three  times  a  day,  nearly  three  ,  weeks.    At  this 
time,  the  general  appearance  of  the  ulcers  was,  on  the 
whole,  better;  but  they  were  evidently  extended  in 
fee     FricStion  was  again  had  recourfe  to,  and  continued 
eight  days  longer.    During  the  time  the  patient  was 
under  my  care,  he  had,  at  different  times,  rubbed  m 
more  than  four  ounces  of  ftrong  mercurial  ointment,  and 
had  taken  more  than  three  hundred  grains  of  triturated 
mercury.    Though  at  firft  he  received  fo  much  benefit, 
the  good  effects  were  of  fhort  continuance.    His  bowels 
were  frequently  much  affected,  his  general  health  worfe, 
the  fores  more  extenfive  and  painful  5  that  upon  the 
pubes  was  much  deeper,  and  its  edges  hard,  cracked,  and 
had  an  appearance  nearly  cancerous  *.    To  check  the 
local  acrimony,  the  fores  had  been  carefully  dreffed  twice 
a  day  ;  and  various  applications,  fuch  as  hemlock,  char- 

*  A  cafe  of  this  kind,  which  proved  fatal,  is  recorded  in  the 
Medical  Tranfaclions  of  the  College,  Vol.  II.  page  340. 
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coal,  fblution  of  fublimate,  nitrated  filvcr,  opium,  &c. 
ufed  without  any  perceptible  benefit. 

On  the  ift  of  March,  the  patient  began  with  nitrous 
acid.  Taking  firft  a  drachm  (by  meafure)  of  the 
ftrongeft  which  could  be  procured,  the  quantity  was  foon 
increafed  to  a  drachm  and  three  quarters  ;  and  in  this 
dofe  it  was  continued  five  weeks;  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  the  large  ulcer  was  healed,  and  the  other  reduced 
to  a  fmaller  fize,  and  much  improved  in  its  appearance 
A  naufea  being  now  felt,  and  a  considerable  ftraightnefs 
acrofs  the  breaft,  attended  with  difficulty  of  breathing, 
the  ufe  of  the  acid  was  fufpended  a  few  days.  It  was 
then  refumed,  and  continued  nearly  five  weeks  longer, 
without  any  or*  the  inconveniencies  before  experienced. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  a  part  of  the  fore  ftill  remained 
unhealed,  though  it  loft  its  malignant  complexion.  No 
progrefs  had  been  made  during  the  laft  fortnight,  al- 
though the  nitrous  acid  was  diligently  continued.  It 
was  therefore  left  off,  and  a  decoction  of  the  bark  fub- 
ftituted  in  its  place.  In  three  weeks  after  this,  the  fore 
"was  completely  healed. 

During  the  ufe  of  the  acid,  the  appetite  was  mended, 
and  the  fecretion  of  urine  much  increafed  ;  but  the 
patient  became  much  thinner  than  when  he  began  it. 
The  only  application  to  the  ulcers,  whiift  he  took  the 
acid,  was  the  pulp  of  boiled  turnips,  made  into  a  catar 
plafm  with  linfeed  meal.  In  a  letter  lately  received 
from  the  patient,  he  fays,  <c  he  now  continues  in  good 
"  health,  and  the  cicatrices  have  every  appearance  of  re- 
"  maining  found," 
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7  HE  Editor  has  been  favoured  with  the  two  following 
extracls  of  letters,  which,  though  not  defigned  for  publica- 
tion, and  Jlill  lefs  for  a  medical  colleclion,  he  inferts 
with  the  greateft  pleafure,  in  hopes  that  they  may  lead 
to  farther  trials  in  the  Weft  Indies. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  to  ,  Efq.  Bristol. 

Dear  Sir,  May  14,  1798. 

I  hope,  ere  long,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  informing 
you  of  the  good  effects  of  the  nitrous  and  muriatic  acids, 
in  cafes  of  fyphilis,  and  yaws,  which  have  fo  long  eluded 
the  efficacy  of  mercurials,  to  the  reproach  of  phyfic  ; 
there  are  cafes  under  my  care  of  the  worft  kind,  which  I 
have  fele&ed  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  it  a  fair  trial ;  and 
I  am  pleafed  to  inform  you  they  are  all  getting  better, 
although  they  have  only  been  taking  it  a  fortnight.  I 
have  only  to  regret  you  did  not  fend  me  a  quantity. 
I  have  only  two  or  three  ounces,  which  is  not  enough 
for  my  prefent  purpofe  ;  I  have  fome  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing it  from  St.  Kitt's,  as  it  is  a  medicine,  the  efficacy 
of  which  is.  not  fufficiently  known  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  I  {hall  pay  every  attention  to  it ;  and  my  next 
order  for  medicines  from  England  will  be  compofed 
principally  of  the  above  acids.  I  have  to  obferve,  that 
it  has  not  been  adminiftered,  but  where  repeated  courfes 
of  mercury  had  failed. 

Your's  fincerely, 

Andw-  M.  Crosse. 

— —  — — ,  Efq.  Briftol. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from   Dr.  Andrew  M. 

Crosse,  of  the  If  and  of  Nevis,  to  ,  Efq. 

of  Bristol,  dated  2]tb  July,  1798. 

THE  nitrous  acid  is  a  valuable  medicine  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  For  your  information  I  fhall  give  one 
cafe  only  of  its  good  effects; 

A  boy,  about  twelve  years  old,  on  your  eftate,  named 
Will,  was,  about  three  months  ago,  attacked  with  ari 
inflammation  in  one  of  his  eyes,  and  with  an  ulcer  in  the 
foot.  The  complaint  went  on,  every  day  getting  worfe  ; 
fo  much  fo,  that  I  was  induced  to  take  away  fome  blood. 
He  was  bliftered  and  purged,  fea-water  was  adminiftered, 
local  applications  to  the  difeafed  parts,  alteratives,  faliva- 
tions,  and,  in  fhort,  every  means  were  made  ufe  of,  to 
prevent  the  lofs  of  his  eye,  without  the  leaft  benefit; 
on  the  contrary,  he  continued  every  day  worfe,  info- 
much  that  he  became  ulcerated  from  his  neck,  over 
feveral  parts  of  his  body,  down  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
extremities ;  the  fores  were  as  large  as  the  palm  of  my 
hand,  rather  fuperficial,  difcharging  a  thin,  watery 
humour.  Upon  hearing  of  the  efficacy  of  the  nitrous 
acid,  I  was  induced  to  give  it  a  trial,  beginning  with 
fixty  drops,  and  increafing  it  to  a  hundred  and  twenty, 
every  day,  mixed  with  a  pint  of  water  fweetened  with 
molafles,  together  with  keeping  the  fores  clean,  and 
applying  the  vegetable  acid,  once  every  day,  to  the  fores 
about  the  body,  as  eVery  thing  of  the  ointment  kind 
had  the  appearance  of  making  them  worfe.  It  is  now 
about  two  months  fince  he  was  under  the  courfe  of  this 
medicine,  and  my  patient  is  now  well,  grown  very* 
ftout,  his  (kin  of  a  glofly  and  mining  appearance,  which 
Was  befor«  fcurfy,  as  will  always  be  the  cafe  among 
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negroes  in  an  unhealthy  ftate ;  whether  this  difeaie  may 
be  called  fcrofula  *,  fyphilis,  or  yaws,  I  do  not  pretend 
pofitively  to  determine  ;  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
believe  the  latter,  as  boys  of  this  age  are  more  apt  to 
contract  the  yaws  than  any  other  complaint,  and  becaufe 
we  know  of  no  difeafe,  that  will  put  on  one  regular  arid 
uniform  appearance  in  different  temperaments  ;  and  had 
it  not  been  for  this  valuable  medicine,  you  would  have 
had  a  miferable  fpe&acle  to  have  maintained  on  your 
eftate ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  in  the 
pofleffion  of  a  valuable  flave. 

*  It  is  very  difficult  to  fuppofe,  that  this  was  a  cafe  of 
fcrofula.  Between  yaws  and  fyphilis  it  may,  perhaps,  not  be 
fo  eafy  to  decide. 

Editor 
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THE  following  fevere  Striclnres  come  from  a  perfcn 
extremely  converfant  in  venereal  complaints.  He  ivith- 
holds  bis  name  at  prefent,  thinking  it  irrelevant. — Tin 
attentive  reader  tvill  eaftly  guefs  it. — Editor. 

The  reports  of  the  experience  of  the  Author  (Mr, 
Blair)  are  divided  into  three  Sections. 


SECTION  THE  FIRST. 

"  TWENTY-THREE  EXPERIMENTS  WITH  THE  ACID  OF 
NITRE,  THE  CITRIC  ACID,  AND  THE  OXYGENATED 
MURIATE   OF   POTASH,   IN    PRIMARY  SYMPTOMS." 

ON  examining  thefe  twenty-three  experiments,  we 
lhall  find,  that  in  twenty-one  of  them,  the  nitric,  or 
nitrous  acid,  has  been  adminiftered ;  in  one  only,  the 
oxygenated  muriate  of  potafti ;  and  only  one  again  in 
which  the  citric  acid  had  been  exhibited  ;  and  even  that 
laft  folitary  inftance  not  under  the  eye  or  infpection  of 
Mr.  B.  One  more,  in  which  the  nitrous  acid  had  been 
given,  is  afterwards  fubjoined  ;  making,  in  all,  twenty- 
four  experiments  on  primary  fymptoms. 

ift  Case  <£  was  that  of  George  Kelly,  aged  30,  who 
"  was  admitted  into  the  Lock  Hofpital  on  the  30th  of 
"  March,  1797,  with  a  glandular  fwelling  in  his  right 
"  groin,  which  feemed  inclined  to  fuppurate.  He  con- 
"  tracked  the  venereal  difeafe  two  months  before,  and 
"  at  that  time  had  chancres;  but  when  he  applied  to 
"  me,  they  were  healed  ;  his  mouth  was  alfo  affe&ed  by 
"  mercurial  medicines,  which  he  had  previoufly  taken. — 
"  April  the  4th,  I  prefcribed  him  three  meafured 
u  drachms  of  the  common  fuming  acid,  in  a  concen- 
"  trated  ftate,  diluted  with  a  quart  of  water.  This 
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"  quantity  was  ordered  to  be  drank,  by  a  cupful  at 
u  a  time,  every  twenty-four  hours." 

Now  here  it  appears,  from  the  30th  of  March,  the 
-day  he  was  received  at  the  Hofpital,  that  not  any  thing 
was  ordered  for  him  till  the  4th  of  April. 

"  6th  of  April,  the  acid  was  increafed  to  four  drachms 
*c  a  day,  as  it  agreed  perfectly  well.  The  acid  was  not 
*<  omitted  till  the  24th ;  and  he  was  difmifTed,  apparently 
cc  cured,  on  the  27th,  and  has  not  been  heard  of  fince." 

Is  it  not  reafonable  to  imagine,  that,  had  the  difeafe 
appeared  again,  the  man  would  have  applied  for  ad- 
miffion  into  that  Hofpital  wherein  it  is  faid  he  had  been 
apparently  cured  by  taking  the  nitrous  acid  only  twenty 
days  ?  fo  that  the  very  firft  cafe,  from  the  author's  own 
experience,  is  a  cafe  of  apparent  fuccefs. 

case  11. 

"  John  Lewis,  in  the  iSth  year  of  his  age,  was 
"  admitted  under  my  care,  at  the  Lock  Hofpital,  upon, 
"the  1 6th  of  September,  1797;  three  months  before 
"  which  time  he  had  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  and  was 
<c  foon  afterwards  affected  with  a  tumour  in  his  right 
"  groin.  The  fwelling  continued  to  get  worfe  by  de- 
<c  grees,  and  was  in  a  ftate  of  fuppuration  when  I  firft 
<c  faw  him ;  he  had  alfo  a  flight  phymofis,  but  no  other 
"  complaint  whatever.  On  the  1 6th,  18th,  and  20th  of 
"  this  month,  he  rubbed  in  a  drachm  of  mercurial  oint- 
^c  ment,  as  I  had  not  then  determined  to  ufe  the  new 
IC  remedy  :  this  muft  therefore  be  confidered  as  fo  much 
*f  the  more  favourable  for  his  cure  with  the  acid." 

How  does  Mr.  B.  purpofe  to  make  this  out  ?  By  what 
means  can  he  thus  decide,  when  this  is  only  the  fecond 
Cafe  with  primary  fvmptoms,  in  which  he  has  made  ufe 
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of  the  new  remedies,  and  cannot  therefore  poftibly  have 
had  experience  enough  to  juftify  this  lafr.  afiertion. 

«  Sept.  21,  I  directed  him  to  take  the  following  me- 
*f  dicine  daily,  viz.  of  the  nitric  acid,  two  drachms,  and 
"  of  fimple  fyrup,  four  ounces,  mixed  with  a  pint  and 
"  half  of  water.    A  cataplafm,  made  of  the  cold  fa- 

turnine  lotion  and  linfeed  meal,  was  applied  to  the 
"bubo.  Oct.  25.  Quite  well  \  but  the  medicine  was 
"  continued  regularly  till  the  2d  of  November." 

His  difcharge  from  the  Hofpital  is  not  mentioned;  but 
he  mutt  have  been  difcharged  ;  for  he  fays, 

"  Unfortunately,  however,  he  returned  to  me,  at . 
"  the  Hofpital,  in  twenty-eight  days,  having  numerous 
"  venereal  fpots  upon  his  face  and  body,  with  nocturnal 
u  pains  in  his  limbs,  and  an  ophthalmia  tarfi.  The 
"  eruption  was  undoubtedly  decifive,  whatever  might 
"  have  been  thought  of  his  other  fymptoms.  I  therefore 
"  put  him  upon  a  regular  courfe  of  mercurial  inunction, 
<c  and  difcharged  him,  perfectly  well  of  every  complaint, 
"  on  the  20th  of  January  following.  I  did  not  obferve 
u  that  the  cure  was  effected  by  lefs  mercury,  or  in  a 
"  fhorter  time,  than  is  ufual  in  fecondary  affections." 

Wherefore  was  it  expected  ?  It  were  to  have  been 
wifhed  (after  the  power  the  acid  had  evinced  the  firft 
time  the  man  was  at  the  Hofpital)  that  the  nitrous  acid 
had  been  given  for  thefe  eruptions  :  then  fomething 
fatisfactory  might  have  been  made  out  concerning  the 
antifyphilitic  power  of  the  acid  in  this  cafe, 

CASE  III. 

u  Thomas  Philips,  aged  20,  came  under  my  care, 
"  on  the  28th  of  September,  1797,  having  flight  chancres, 
♦  fmall  warts,  and  enlarged  inguinal  glands,  dilpofed  to 
"  fuppuratc  :  he  had  been  infected  three  months,  and 

L  4  «  had 
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tc  had  ufed  fome  mercury  before  he  applied  to  me.  On 
"  the  5th  of  October,  and  every  day  afterwards,  he 
"  took  two  drachms  of  the  concentrated  nitrous  acid,  pro- 
"  perly  diluted  andfweetened,uptothe30thof  Nov.  when 
"  the  bubo  had  got  worfe,  and  required  the  pus  to  be  dif- 
"  charged  by  a  caufHc.  His  medicine  had  been  regularly 
"  continued  j  but  it  now  gave  him  pains  in  Jus  limbs^  as 
tc  well  as  the  cold  fenfation  and  naufea.  The  warts  were 
"  more  exuberant,  and  the  ujcer  in  the  groin  had  in- 
"  creafed." 

That  "  two  drachms  of  concentrated  nitrous  acid," 
taken  by  a  lad  of  20,  mould  have  excited  naufea,  is  eafily 
underftood ;  but  that  it  mould  have  produced  a  cold 
faifation^  with  pain  in  his  limbs^  merits  further  eluci- 
dation. 

"  Dec.  4th,  the  plan  of  cure  was  now  altered  :  mer- 
"  curial  ointment  was  directed  to  be  rubbed  in.  On 
"  the  31ft,  he  omitted  the  inun£Hon,  and  left  the 
"  Hofpital  four  days  after.  His  conjlitution  was  con- 
"  fiderably  affecled  with  erethifmus  by  employing  .  the 
"  mercury." 

CASE  IV, 

"  Geo.  Hughes,  aged  22,  contrafted  the  venereal 
"  difeafe,  about  the  middle  of  September,  1797,  at  which 
"  time  he  had,  a  glandular  fwelling  in  each  groin :  the 
"  fame  tumours  remained  on  the  12th  of  October,  when 
"  he  was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital  j  but  they  had  burft, 
<c  and  were  covered  with  fcabs.  A  warm  linfeed  poultice 
tc  was  applied  to  the  buboes,  and  the  nitrous  drink  was 
"  adminiftered  as  in  the  former  cafe.  Nov.  27th,  the  fores 
<c  nearly  healed.  Dec.  4th,  the  groins  ulcerating  again', 
"  and  do  not  yield  good  pus ;  the  fimple  cerate  and  acid 
"  continued.    6th,  having  made  no  farther  progrefs, 

I  left 
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«  I  Icfc  off  the  acid,  and  ordered  mercurial  ointment  to 
«  be  rubbed  into  his  thighs,  every  night.  January  13th, 
«  diliniued,  cured,  after  ufing  59  drachms  of  the  oint- 
"  ment,  containing  a  third  part  of  mercury." 

Here  the  acid  nearly  healed  the  fores,  although  they 
began  again  to  fpread.  Ought  not  the  acid  to  have  been 
continued  ibme  little  time  longer  ?  for  it  required  59 
drachms  of  mercurial  ointment  to  perfect  a  cure,  after  the 
acid  had  advanced  the  patient  fo  much  towards  it. 

case  v. 

"  W.  B.  confulted  me  on  the  13th  of  October,  with 
"  a  chancre  under  the  meatus  urethrse,  and  a  phymofis, 
"  of  three  weeks  duration.  At  that  time  I  relied  more 
<c  on  the  favourable  reports  which  had  been  given  of  the 
"  nitrous  acid,  than  upon  my  own  experience.  I  was 
"  therefore  tempted  to  prefcribe  the  acid  mixture,  with  a 
"  faturnine  lotion  and  cataplafm.  Nov.  4th,  the  phymofis 
"  was  quite  gone,  and  the  ulcer  under  the  glans  Jiill 
"  healing  \  but  on  retracting  the  prepuce,  a  frefh  ulcera-* 
"  tion  was  perceived  upon  the  corona  glandis  :  the  acid 
"  was  continued  ;  but  the  daily  quantity  of  it  was  now  in-f 
<c  creafed  to  three  drachms.  Fifteen  frefh  ulcerations  are 
"  breaking  out  on  different  parts  of  the  glans,  and  the 
"  old  fores  are  fpreading.  I  now  directed  the  acid  to  be 
*'  left  off,  and  calomel  pills  to  be  taken  daily  ;  but  the 
"  patient,  having  by  fome  means  difcovered,  that  I  was 
tc  making  trial  of  a  new  medicine,  told  the  apothecary  to 
"  whom  he  had  taken  my  prefcription,  that  he  was  dif- 
"  fatisficd;  he  afterwards  did  not  chufe  to  confult  me  any 
"  more.  I  cannot  tell  what  was  the  fequel  of  this  cafe ; 
t{  but  there  is  no  reafon  to  felicitate  the  philo-acidi  on  its 
"  progrefs  to  the  15th  of  November.  This  was  the 
ic  firft  (and  will  probably  be  the  laft)  private  patient 

"  with 
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u  with  whom  I  have  ventured  to  hazard  my  reputation 
u  by  trufting  to  a  neiu-fangled  fchethe." 

Does  not  this  laft  fentence  breathe  prejudice  enough 
to  throw  difcredit  on  the  whole  book  ?  Such  a  declara- 
tion as  this,  in  the  commencement  only  of  the  trial  of 
the  "  new-fangled  fcheme,"  where  Mr.  Blair  grows 
irritated  (irritated  he  muft  have  been,  or  otherwife  he 
never  would  have  committed  himfelf  by  fuch  an  un- 
guarded expreffion)  becaufe  a  private  patient  (wanting 
confidence)  quits  him.  What  can  we  expect  after  this  ? 
Surely,  that  in  all  the  fubfequent  cafes,  the  nitrous  acid 
will  be  given  with  a  great  bias  againft  it. 

CASE  VI. 

"  Robert  Carr,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age,  was 
'*  admitted  under  my  care,  at  the  Lock,  October  26th,  ■ 
"  1797.    His  complaints  were,  a  very' badly  ulcerated 
"  and  inflamed  prepuce,  filled  with  large  warts.    It  was 

eight  months  fince  he  contracted  the  difeafe.  Dr. 
l*  Pearfon  fent  him  to  my  houfe,  before  his  admiffion  :  I 
<c  then  directed  him  to  take  the  acid  mixture,  of  the 
M  ufual  ftrength  (two  pints  a  day)  until  he  had  produced 
"  a  letter  for  the  Hofpital." 

What  is  the  ufual  ftrength  of  the  acid  mixture  ?  for 
nothing  like  a  general  rule  has  yet  been  given. 

"  Nov.  2d,  free  from  pain.  13th,  much  worfe,  in  all 
"  refpects  ;  the  acid  omitted  ;  a  faturnine  lotion  ordered 
"  to  be  injected  within  the  prepuce  j  the  cataplafm  re- 
"  peated  as  before.  16th,  the  warts  highly  inflamed^  and 
"  very  luxuriant.  1 8th,  /  removed  the  whole  of  the  pre*- 
il  puce,  and  the  warts  which  were  attached  to  it.  24th, 
"  the  patient  goes  on  properly.  Dec.  4th,  he  was  we/1 
"  enough  to  be  djfcharged." 

It 
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It  cannot  certainly  be  fuppofed,  that  he  was  difcharged 
cured,  when,  on  the  18th  only,  thefe  "  highly  inflamed 
"  and  very  luxuriant  warts,  together  with  the  whole  of 
"  the  prepuce,"  were  removed  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  the 
following  month,  it  is  faid,  he  was  well  enough  to  be 
difcharged.  Now  he  had  not  had  any  thing  to  take  fince 
the  removal  of  the  prepuce :  but  perhaps  this  is  Mr.  B's 
general  and  fuperior  method  of  curing  very  luxuriant  and 
highly-inflamed  warts.  The  acid  was  only  adminiftered 
to  this  patient  feventeen  days. 


CASE  VII. 

A  Cafe  of  Succefs. 

<{  W.  Green,  26  years  of  age,  applied  to  me  on  the 
"  26th  of  October  laft,  having  buboes  of  two  years  con- 
"  tinuance,  and  ulcerations  in  the  fcrotum.  He  had 
"  taken  no  medicine  during  the  laft  twelve  months. 
"  A  cold  faturnine  poultice  was  immediately  applied  to  the 
"  fores ;  and  the  patient  was  ordered  to  drink  the  acid 
"  mixture,  every  day,  as  in  the  preceding  inftance :  he 
"  continued  it  to  Nov.  28,  when  perfectly  cured.  30th, 
*  left  the  Hofpital." 


CASE  VIII. 

Of  Thomas  Barrat,  not  a  defined  cafe  of  lues 
venerea.— Firft,  nitrous  acid,  given  with  fome  fuccefs  ; 
then  Dover's  powder;  and,  laftly,  mercurial  inunction, 
from  the  27th  of  November,  up  to  the  8th  of  January 
following.  «  He  was  difmhTed,  well,  on  the  nth  of 
"  the  fame  month.  On  the  3d  of  May,  he  called  upon 
"  me,  to  fay,  the  mufcular  pains  in  his  arms  and  thighs 
"  have  been  very  bad  thefe  two  months  paft.  Regarding 

"  them 
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"  them,  however,  as  a  rheumatic  ajfeftion^  I  did  not 
lc  admit  him  into  the  Hofpital  again." 

Querc.  If  the  laft  pains  were  rheumatic,  were  not 
the  firft  fo  alfo ;  and  what  was  nitrous  acid  expected 
to  do  ? 

CASE  IX. 

"  Jeremiah  Peacock  was  admitted  as  a  patient, 
"  on  the  9th  of  November  laft.  His  original  l'ymptom, 
"  a  year  ago,  was  a  gonorrhoea,  which,  after  fome 
"  months,  was  followed  by  ulcerations  within  the  pre- 
"  puce.  He  had  thefe  complaints  on  his  application  to 
"  me,  befides  a  phymofis,  and  holes  through  the  prze- 
"  putium,  of  two  weeks  continuance,  for  which  he  had 
"  never  taken  any  medicine.  A  linfeed  cataplafm,  and  a 
"  faturnine  lotion,  were  ufed  externally,  while  the 
"  nitrous  mixture  was  taken  internally.  This  plan  was 
"  purfued,  without  any  alteration,  till  the  20th,  when 
&■  warts  were  arifing  from  within  the  prepuce,  and 
"  through  the  ulcerated  holes,  27th,  the  ulcers  got 
"  wider,  and  the  warts  more  luxuriant,  fo  that  I  found 
"  it  neceflary  to  remove  all  the  difeafed  parts  by  a  free  in-, 

cifion.  The  acid  was  now  omitted.  He  got  better  in  a, 
"  few  days,  and,  on  the  nth  of  December,  was  nearly 
tl  well.  Finding  himfelf  apparently  freed  from  the 
"  diforder,  he  left  the  Hofpital  before  I  intended  to  dik 
*4  charge  him." 

In  this  cafe,  as  foon  as  the  difeafed  parts  were  re- 
moved by  a  free  incifion,  the  acid  was  omitted,  although 
this  patient  had  taken  it  only  eighteen  days,  and  it  agreed 
well.  For  what  reafon  could  the  acid  have  been  dis- 
continued ?  unlefs  it  was,  fearing  it  might  effect  a  cure, 
which  may  be  now  attributed  to  it. 

CASE 
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CASE  X. 

"  Thomas  Price,  23  years  of  age,  was  made  a 
"  patient  in  the  Lock,  on  the  9th  of  November.  He 
«<  contracted  the  venereal  difeafe  fix  months  before ;  and, 
**  at  the  time  of  his  admiffion,  had  a  confiderable  quantity 
"  of  enlarged  indurated  glands  in  each  groin.  He  began 
lC  the  nitrous  acid  on  the  I2th,  when  the  buboes  mewed 
<c  a  difpofition  to  fuppurate :  one  of  them  ruptured^  and 
<(  difcharged  fome  pus,  on  the  16th  ;  but  it  healed  fpon- 
"  taneoufly,  in  four  days.  23d,  the  buboes  were  larger, 
<c  and  more  painful  :  a  cold  faturnine  poultice  was  ap- 
t{  plied  to  them.  27th,  they  were  both  getting  fmallcr  •> 
"  but  one  of  them  enlarged  again  on  the  30th.  He  con- 
l<  tinued  to  take  the  acid  regularly,  till  Dec.  4th,  two 
tc  drachms  in  each  day,  and  then  omitted  it.  By  having 
<c  recourfe  to  mercurial  inunction,  the  fwellings  were 
cc  lefl'ened  within  a  week,  and  went  on  well  till  the  23d 
44  of  December  j  at  which  time  the  patient  quitted  the 
«  Hofpital." 

To  this  patient  the  nitrous  acid  was  only  adminiftered 
from  the  12th  of  November  to  the  4th  of  December, 
notwithstanding  the  patient  had  received  benefit  from  its 
ufe;  yet  the  mercurial  inunction  was  fubftituted  fot 
the  acid. 

CASE  XI. 

"  Thomas  North,  for  enlarged,  painful,  and  inflanv 
u  ed  glands  in  each  groin,  in  a  difeafe  of  five  weeks  con- 
u  tinuance,  began,  on  the  1 2th  of  November,  the  nitrous 
w  mixture,  fweetened  and  diluted  as  before  mentioned, 
"  which  he  took  daily,  until  the  14th  of  December.  At 
<c  this  time,  no  progrefs  had  been  made  ;  but  the  buboes 
"  were  both  of  them  increafed  in  magnitude,  and  one 

1  "  was 
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"  was  beginning  to  fuppurate.  Mercurial  ointment  was 
"  then  ordered,  and  at  length  a  perfect  cure  was  accom-« 
"  plifhed." — But  how  long  it  was  before  that  perfect 
cure  was  accomplished,  is  not  fpecified  ;  but  it  appears  to 
have  taken  fome  length  of  time,  as  one  of  the  buboes 
fuppurated  under  the  mercurial  courfe.  The  nitrous 
acid  taken  by  this  patient  for  31  days  only. 

CASE  XII. 

John  Williams  was  apparently  cured  (of  "  chancres' 
"  on  the  middle  and  upper  part  of  the  penis,  with  indu- 
"  rated  glands  in  each  groin)  by  the  nitrous  acid ;  but 
"  returned,  in  fomewhat  more  than  a  month,  to  the 
*'  Hofpital  u  with  numerous  broad  fyphilitic  blotches  on 
"  his  breaft  and  face;  alfo  a  venereal  farcocele,  and  an 
"  ill-looking  ulcer  on  one  tonfil :  he  faid,  his  throat  be- 
"  came  fore  a  month  ago ;  but  that  his  eruptions  had 
*c  appeared  only  a  week." 

Whether  the  acid  would  have  had  fufficient 
power,  to  remove  thefe  appearances,  was  not,  unfor- 
tunately, determined  ;  for  he  was  immediately  ordered 
the  mercurial  inunction,  and  left  the  Hofpital  in  little 
more  than  two  months,  and  promifed  to  return  if  any  re- 
lapfe  fljould  occur.  Since  that,  he  has  not  been  heard  of. 
This  man  had  had  chancres  fix  months  previous  to  his 
admiflion  and  treatment  by  the  nitrous  acid  ;  which 
chancres  "  he  had  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of  by  fome 
"  trifling  means  "  but  had  taken  nothing  for  three  months 
before  Mr.  B.  faw  him.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  wc 
are  not  informed  what  thefe  trifling  means  were  :  I  have 
no  doubt  thefe  trifles  were  local  and  efcharotic  appli- 
cations, and  then  we  may  know  with  juftice  where  to 
place  the  origin  of  thefe  fecondary  fymptoms,  without  at- 
tributing 
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tributing  any  failure  in  the  antifyphilitic  properties  of 
the  nitrous  acid. 

CASE  XIII. 

John  Stevens,  to  whom  the  nitrous  acid  was  only 
given  from  the  23d  of  November  to  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, when  it  "  difagreed  with  him,  fo  that  he  was  unable 
"  to  retain  it  upon  his  ftomach  any  longer."  Then  the 
mercurial  ointment  was  ordered,  without  any  attempt  to 
render  the  nitrous  mixture  more  palatable,  either  by  re- 
ducing the  quantity  of  the  acid,  or  rendering  it  bland  by 
adding  fimple  fyrup.  Whether  there  ever  had  been  any 
fyrup  allowed  to  this  patient  in  his  mixture,  is  doubtful ; 
and  it  would  have  been  more  correct  to  have  ftated  (and 
ftated  it  ought  to  have  been)  what  quantity  of  the  acid 
was  daily  given  ;  for  this  patient's  complaint  had  mended 
before  the  mixture  had  ruffled  his  ftomach. 


CASE  XIV. 

Mr.  Blair  fays,  "  I  do  not  confider  this  cafe  worthy 
"  of  fpecial  notice,  on  any  other  account  than  as  it  was 
"  of  that  kind  in  which  the  nitrous  medicine  has  been, 
<c  very  ftrongly  *  recommended.  It  certainly  did  no  ma- 
"  terial  good  in  this  inftance ;  and  I  have  obferved, 
"  other  fcrofulous  fubjefts  ufe  the  acid  with  as  little  ad- 
<c  vantage.  Indeed,  I  cannot  fay,  from  my  prefent  ex- 
"  perience,  that  I  think  the  remedy  is  at  all  adapted 
"  to  thefe  glandular  complaints." 

'  •  "  From  the  whole,  it  clearly  refults,  that,  where  the 
"  conftitution  is  broken,  the  habit  feeble  or  fcrofulous, 
"  the  cure  mould  always  be  attempted  by  the  nitrous 
"  acid,  in  preference  to  any  other  medicine. —Dz.  Bed  does' 
"  Reports,  p.  84." 

Now 
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Now  Mr.  Blair  has  evidently  mifunderftood  the1 
meaning  of  this  paflage  from  Dr.  Beddoes,  who  does  not 
recommend  (if  I  understand  rightly)  the  nitrous  acid,  in 
preference  to  any  other  medicine,  for  the  cure  of 
fcrofulay  but  that  the  nitrous  acid  ought  to  be  ad- 
miniftered,  in  preference  to  any  other  medicine,  for  the 
cure  of  the  lues  ven.  when  combined  with  a  feeble  or 
fcrofulous  habit.  Has  not  Mr.  Blair  often  feen,  in 
his  practice,  the  dreadful  confequences  that  follow 
courfes  of  mercury  in  fcrofulous  and  debilitated  habits  ? 
and  would  it  not  be  a  moft  deftrable  object  to  cure  the 
lues  ven.  in  thofe  habits  by  the  acid,  even  though  it 
"  did  no  material  good"  to  the  fcrofulous  affection  ? 

CASE  xv. 

Requires  only  to  be  given  in  Mr.  B's  own  words,  to 
point  out,  in  the  cleared  manner,  that  the  caufe  of  the 
failure  of  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh,  in  this  cafe, 
was  folely  owing  to  the  inflammatory  ftate  of  the  fyftem, 
brought  on  by  an  injudicious  overdojing  of  the  medicine. 

"  Nicholas  Brown,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age, 
"  had  intercourfe  with  a  woman  of  ill  fame,  about  the 
"  middle  of  January  laft.  Three  days  afterwards,  one 
"  of  his  groins  became  lightly  inflamed,  painful,  and  in- 
"  creafed  a  little  in  bulk  every  day.  A  week  before  I 
tc  faw  him,  a  gonorrhoea  came  on,  and  both  his  groins 
"  fwelled.  When  he  was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital, 
"  the  tumor  on  his  left  fide  was  as  large  as  a  pullet's 
"  egg,  and  fuppurating ;  the  other  was  in  an  indurated 
"  ftate :  he  had  not  taken  any  medicine  whatever  for  his 
i(  prefent  diforder. 

tc  This  was  regarded  as  an  unexceptionable  cafe  (with 
w  primary  fymptoms)  for  the  trial  of  the  oxygenated 

u  muriate 
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cc  muriate  of  potafli :  I  therefore  ordered  five  grains, 
K  made  into  a  pill  with  conferve  of  rofes,  to  be  taken 
"  three  times  on  the  4th  of  January,  and  increafed  every 
"  day  after.  Nothing  was  applied  to  his  buboes  :  and  he 
m  was  kept  in.  a  clean  ward,  feparated  from  the  other 
*  venereal  patients.  15th,  through  a  mijlake,  the  man 
"  omitted  his  pills  the  four  laji  days." 

We  are  led,  from  this  ftrong  mark  of  inattention,  (to 
ufe  no  harmer  language)  to  think,  that  no  one  was 
much  interefted  in  the  due  adminiftration  of  the  me- 
dicine. 

"He  had  now  increafed  their  number  to  fourteen  in  a, 
"  day,  without  any  manifeft  advantage :  his  fyftem  was 
"  not  yet  affected  by  the  medicine.     18th,  a  more 
"  copious  fecretion  of  faliva ;  but  the  patient's  mouth 
"  was  not  at  all  fore,  nor  his  gums  fwollen.    His  pulfe 
"  beat  94  ftrokes  in  a  minute ;  his  tongue  was  not  at  all 
"  affected  by  the  potafh,  nor  could  I  difcover  any  other 
"  fenfible  operation.    22d,  in  all  refpedts  the  fame  as  on 
t£  the  18th,  except  that  the  quantity  of  his  urine  was 
"  augmented.    25th,  the  pills  have  been  employed  regu- 
"  larly  ;  he  now  takes  iwenty-four  in  a  day;  his  tongue 
<c  has  at  length  become  furred  and  whitifh  ;  his  pulfe  is 
"  increafed  in  frequency  ;  and  he  complains  of  the  pills 
"  having  given  him  a  violent  head-ach  ;  but  his  venereal 
"  fymtoms  are  not  in  the  leaft  amended.    27th,  yefter- 
*'  day,  and  to-day,  the  pills  have  caufed  fuch  a  burning 
c<  pain  in  the  Jlomach,  with  ftcknefs^  and  a  fenfe  of  weight, 
"  that  he  cannot  bear  them  any  longer.     His  daily 
"  quantity  has  been  augmented  from  two  to  Hventy-fix 
"  pills,  each  of  which  contained  five  grains,  fo  that,  in 
4<  the  whole,  he  took  three  ounces  and  thirty-five  grains, 
"  without  any  advantage  whatever.    His  pulfe,  at  the 
w  lajlj  beat  no  times  in  a  minute^  and  were  irregularly  in* 

M  "  termitting 
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u  ttrmitting.  The  head-ach,  Sec.  continued  to  be  very 
"  diftreffing,  and  the  buboes  were  become  larger  than 
"  when  he  firft  was  admitted.  From  thefe  circum- 
"  fiances,  Mr.  B.  was  induced  to  try  a  mercurial  courfe, 
"  which  he  bore  very  ill.  Purging  and  griping  were 
"  brought  on  by  a  very  gentle  mode  of  treatment.  On 
"  the  2 1 ft  of  April,  he  was  difcharged,  well,  except 
,l  a  flight  induration  .in  the  groin.  7U1  May,  he  re- 
<c  mained  in  the  fame  ftate." 

No  wonder  the  buboes  became  larger,  when  inflamma- 
tion had  been  induced  to  fuch  a  high  degree. 

CASE  XVI. 

A  very  imperfect  one  ;  introduced  to  difcredit  the  ufe 
of  the  citric  acid,  which  had  been  given  on  board  of 
fhip  ;  but  the  citric  acid  has  not  been  much  extolled  by 
the  advocates  for  the  new  remedies  .even  on  fhore; 
and  I  believe  thofe,  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  quality  of  the  citric  acid  fupplied  to  the  fhips 
of  war,  will  never  think  of  giving  it  as  an  antifyphilitic ; 
and  moreover,  had  it  been  the  recent  juice,  no  inference 
could  have  been  drawn  from  this  cafe,  as  the  patient 
was  at  the  "  fame  time  ufing  mercury  j"  and"  what  is 
{till  more1  remarkable,  this  is  the  only  cafe  produced, 
in  which  the  citric  acid  had  been  given  >  and  even  this 
was  not  given  by  Mr.  B.  himfelf. 

N   CASE  XVII. 

So  defective,  that  it  is  not  deemed  worthy  of  notice : 
but,  as  far  as  it  goes,  in  favour  of  the  nitrous  acid. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVIII. 

Nitrous  acid  only  adminiftered  fix  days,  and  its  effects 
deftroyed  by  being  overdofed:  two  drachms  daily  in  a 
quart  of  water,  without  fyrup,  to  a  young  woman  of 
nineteen. 

CASE  XIX. 

The  nitrous  acid  given  a  month  and  two  days,  with- 
out producing  any  beneficial  effects.  5iij.  a  day  to 
a  female  19  years  old  only. 

CASE  XX. 

"  Phillis  Chapman,  21  years  of  age,  was  ad- 
•*  minted  into  the  Hofpital,  October  the  26th,  1797. 
"  She  was  infected  with  gonorrhoea,  a  month  before  fhe 
"  applied  to  me,  which  was  followed  by  an  enlarged  in- 
«  guinal  gland,  and  fwelled  nymphae.  October  28th,  fhe 
"  began  the  nitrous  acid,  two  drachms  daily,  fweetened 
"  and  diluted.  In  five  days  Jhe  began  to  a?nend.  Nov. 
"  16th,  the  fwellings  were  entirely  gone.  The  acid 
«  was  continued  as  before,  till  the  end  of  the  month, 
"  when  I  difmiffed  her,  cured. 

"  Tivs  cafe,  if  no  relapfe  occurred,  may  certainly  be 
«  numbered  among  the  cures;  but,  in  Hofpital  praftice, 
tc  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  afcertain  who  remains  well' 
«  although  tHe  preemption  ought  always  to  be  on  the 
"  favourable  fide,  when  patients  do  not  return  again.'' 

As  this  patient  did  not  return  again,  fo,  in  proportion 
to  the  credit  given  to  the  permanency  of  her  cure 
muft  ftand  or  fall  all  thofe,  who  have  been  difmiffed  as 
apparently  cured,  whether  by  mercurials  or  other  fub- 
ftartces. 
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CASE  XXI. 

No  inference  can  be  drawn,  as  the  nitrous  acid  w?£ 
only  adminiftered  eleven  days  ;  two  drams  daily,  and 
then  omitted  becaufe  venereal  fpots  were  appearing ;  as 
if  thefe,  or  any  other  appearances  of  fyphilis,  could  pro- 
bably be  prevented  by  fo  fhort  a  trial  of  any  remedy.  A 
fpecimen  of  the  candour  of  our  author. 

CASE  XXII. 

A  case  of  fuccefsv 

CASE  XXIII. 

Elizabeth  King:  Acid  only  given  from  26th 
November,  i797,  up  to  nth  of  December,  when  the 
mercurial  inunflion  was  commenced  together  wid. 
topical  red  precipitate  ointment.  Mr  B.  fays,  18th  of 
Tanuarv,  «  Extreme  debility  and  erethifin  obliged  me  to 
I  rdeT  a  generous  diet,  and  Peruvian  bark,  xn  con 
«  Llon  With  mercurial  ointment.  O.  was  d,f 

«  miffed,  cured."  Had  there  been  a  fmcere  dh  of 
J*L  the  efficacy  of  the  nitrous  acid  on  the  1 8th  of 
Tanu  ry  was  a  noble  opportunity,  inftead  of  perfevertng 
in  lemercurial  courfe;  for,  on  the  18th,  this  patient 
1  labouring  under  fuch  extreme  debility  and  ere^ 
as  obliged  him  to  order  a  generous  dirt,  with  1  eruvian 
bark  in  conjunftion  with  mercurial  ointment ;  and  ye 
Z  find,  on  'the  ,4th,  this  extremely  debilitated  patient 
M/Ted]  ^  notwithstanding  the  mercunal  muna.on 
t£l Z  continued.  This,  and  indeed  the  greater  part 
of  the  cafes,  fhew  the  greatefl  angularity  of  judgment, 
as  well  as  of  practice,  m  Mr.  B. 
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CASE  XXIV. 

The  venereal  difeafe  not  accurately  enough  marked  to 
merit  attention.  Although  almoft  cured  by  the  nitrous 
acid,  yet  care  was  taken,  that  the  acid  was  difcontinued  In 
time  to  give  the  credit  of  the  cure  to  mercurial  friction 
for  eight  days.  Shame  1  fhame  ! 


SECTION  THE  SECOND. 

*<  TWENTY-SIX  CASES  OF  CONFIRMED  SYPHILIS,  WHEREIN" 
THE   ACID   OF    NITRE    WAS  EXHIBITED." 

Case  i.  of  confirmed  fyphilis,  was  that  of  Thomas  x 
Main,  for  whom  we  find  the  nitric  acid  was  only 
prefcribed  feven  days,  and  failed  from  being  overdofed. 
Is  it  not  rather  extraordinary,  that  a  gentleman  fo 
anxious  (as  Mr.  B.  profeffes  himfelf  to  have  been)  to 
bring  this  medicine  to  the  tefr.  of  truth,  mould  not 
(after  having  overdofed  his  patient)  have  tried  the  acid 
in  reduced  proportion,  and  alfo  have  added  fome  fyrup  ? 
for  here  were  four  drachms  of  the  nitric  acid  given  daily, 
in  two  pints  of  water,  without  fyrup.  Of  what  age 
this  patient  was,  we  are  not  informed;  but,  whether  old 
or  young,  none  or  very  few  ftomachs  can  bear  four 
drachms  of  nitric  acid  daily  in  two  pints  of  water  ;  yet 
this  cafe  is  brought  forth  to  the  public,  as  one  of  failure 
of  the  nitric  acid. — To  prove  the  overdofing  of  the 
medicine,  I  fhall  only  quote  Mr.  B.'s  words,  viz. 

"  April  10th.  I  directed  four  drachms  of  Mr.  Cox- 
<c  well's  nitric  acid,  diluted  in  two  pints  of  water,  to  be 
"  taken  daily.   This  quantity  was  too  much  to  begin  with  ; 

M  3  "  and 
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"  and  he  had  very  great  difficulty  in  taking  it.  13^,  he 
"  complained  heavily  of  the  pain,  naufea,  and  coldnefs 
"  which  the  acid  produced  in  his  ftomach,  every  time  he 
"  drank  it,  and  told  me  4  the  mercury  had  done  him 
"  good,  but  that  this  medicine  had  not.'  Notwithjlanding 
"  the  uneafincjs  he  endured,  the  acid  was  continued  in  the 
"fame  proportion  till  the  Ijtb,  when  the  pain,  &c.  became 
"fo  inf upportable,  that  it  would  have  been  cruel  to  infijl  on 
"  his  per/ever ing" 

This  patient  was  afterwards  cured  by  mercurial  in- 
unction.— Coldnefs  and  pain  produced  :  a  man  ought  to 
know  the  proper  dofe  of  a  medicine  before  he  prefcribes 
it ;  and  when  he  reports  effects,  mould  be  able  to  diftin-r 
guifh  fuch  as  are  real  from  thofe  that  are  imagined. 

CASE  11. 

John  Macau  ley  took  two  drachms  daily  of  the 
nitrous  acid,  without  fyrup,  in  a  quart  of  water,  from  the 
nth  of  May  to  the  8th  of  June,  for  venereal  eruptions. 
When  the  nitrous  medicine  was  omitted,  as  it  is  faid, 
u  the  fpots  were  manifeftly  getting  ftill  worfe  j"  yet,  on 
the  23d  of  May,  prior  to  that,  "  the  acid  agreed  well, 
**  and  the  fpots  were  fading  :"  thefe  fpots,  after  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  nitrous  acid,  required  fifty-one  drachms 
of  mercurial  ointment  to  complete  a  cure.  The  acid 
agreed  well  in  this  cafe  j  and  the  patient  had  not  taken 
it  a  month.    The  omitting  it  feems  rather  premature. 

CASE  III. 

Shall  be  tranferibed  fully,  that  the  public  may  form 
their  opinion,  whether  it  is  in  favour,  or  not,  of  the 
nitrous  acid  :  at  all  events,  it  plainly  demonstrates  how 

very 
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very  fallible  mercury  is,  even  after  permanent  cures 
have  been  fuppofed  to  have  been  accomphmed. 

«  Thomas  Death,  24  years  old,  contrafted  a  go- 
norrhoea in  November,  1794,  which  was  afterwards 
«  fucceeded  by  a  bubo  and  venereal  eruptions.    On  the 
«  8th  of  Auguft  following,  he  became  my  patient  at  the 
«  Lock,  and  patted  through  what  I  deemed  a  fufficient 
«  courfe  of  mercury  to  effeft  a  permanent  cure  :  but,  it 
«  Ihould  be  obferved,  that  his  mouth  could  fcarcely  be 
«  affected  by  the  mercury  during  this  treatment.  He 
«  was  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital  in  the  beginning  of 
«  Odober,  1795.    Exaaiy  two  years  afterwards,  he 
«  was  re-admitted,  with  feveral  nodes  on  each  of  the 
«  tibia,  and  an  enlarged  nofe,  befides  fixed  pains  in  h>s 
«  joints.    Oftober  the  6th,  I  direaed  two  drachms  of 
«  nitrous  acid  to  be  mixed  in  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water, 
cc  and  fweetened  with  eight  ounces  of  fimple  fyrup,  to  be 
«  drank  every  day ;  at  the  fame  time  he  ufed  the  warm 
«  bath,  twice  a  week,    1.1th,  I  was  obliged  to  reduce 
«  the  acid  mixture  to  only  half  its  original  ftrength, 
«  on  account  of  its  having  difagreed  very  much  with 
«  his  ftomach.    16th,  his  nofe  is  well,  and  his  paws  are 
"alleviated;  but   the  nodes  are  not  yet  d.imipifljed. 
«  I  again  defired  the  acid  mixture  to  be  made  as  ftrong 
«  as  at  firft.    19th,  be  Jlill  gets  relief  in  his  pains,  the 
«  nodes  begin  to  lefen}  and  his  medicine  agrees  pretty 
"  well.    26th,  the  nodes  are  getting  f  nailer  every  day. 
«  Nov.  2d,  he  Jlill  takes  the  acid  with  advantage.  6th, 
"  Noaurnal  pains  in  his  fhins  have  lately  broken  his 
"  reft,  and  difpirited  him.    The  next  time  I  went  to  the 
«  Hofpital,  he  had  gone  away,  and  has  never  again  been, 
heard  of." 
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CASE  IV. 


Although  the  nitrous  acid  appeared  to  procure 
fome  amendment,  yet  the  difeafe  was  not  fufficicntly 
cWtenzed,  to  decide  the  efficacy  of  the  «  new-fangled 
icheme."  «  & 


"CASE  V. 


For  William  Pulker  wasprefcribed  the  nitrous  me- 
dicine  (without  any  given  proportion  or  form)  from  the 
*8th  of  October  to  the  27th  of  November,  when  a  mer- 
curial courfe  was  commenced,  and  completed  a  cure  - 
Here  I  beg  leave  to  fubmit,  whether  any  credit  ought  in 
juitice  to  be  given  to  this  cafe,  when  it  is  admitted,  that 
to  patient  «  had  gone  three  times  into  the  warm  bath  " 
without  Mr.  Blair's  knowledge.    That  a  patient  could 
go  three  times  into  a  warm  bath,  without  his  furgeon's 
order  or  knowledge,  fhews  a  great  want  of  attention 
fomewhere  ;  and  may  we  not  naturally  fuppofe,  that, 
after  a  declaration  like  this  (and  others  to  be  met  with 
m  the  pamphlet,  as  «  through  a  miftake,  the  man 
tt  °rm!tted  his  Pills  the       ^ur  days,"  and  «  by  an  over- 
light  it  happened,  that  a  patient's  ulcerated  blotches 
«  had  been  dreffed  with  a  cerate  in  which  red  muriated 
'  mercury  had  been  mixed,")  the  patients  have  not,  in 
every  inftance,  taken  their  medicine  as  prescribed  ?  And 
they  may  have  heard  alfo,  that  they  were  trying  a  new 
medicine,  and  had  been  thereby  alfo  prejudiced  againft 
the  medicine,  and  have  faid  they  had  taken  it,  when,  per- 
haps,  too  often  they  had  not. 

In  this  cafe,  in  feven  days  only,  by  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
nodes,  pains,  and  eruptions,  were  nearly  well  ;  and,  in 
fourteen  days,  the  patient  had  «no  ailment  whatever."— 
Credat  qui  wilt. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 

October  26.  "  Went  twice  into  the  warm  bath 
tc  without  my  order  j"  and  again,  "  I  am  informed  he 
"  has  had  a  falivation  fome  time." — Who  can  pay  any 
attention  to  fuch  flovenly  practice  ? 

May  it  not  be  fuppofed,  that  in  all  thofe  cafes,  Mr. 
Blair  was  equally  ignorant  whether  the  nitrous  acid  was, 
or  was  not,  taken  ?  "  The  eruptions  on  his  face  are  of 
"  a  dubious  nature  ;  but  I  begin  to  fufpedt  they  are 
<£  venereal."  Some  of  his  recent  complaints,  fuch 
as  "  puftular  eruptions  on  his  arms  and  face,  feemed  to 
"  be  venereal  and  yet  this  is  mentioned  as  a  venereal 
cafe,  in  difcredit  of  the  nitrous  acid. 

CASE  VII. 

The  acid  prefcribed  from  13th  of  November  to  18th 
of  December,  when  the  mercury  was  had  recourfe  to, 
and  effected  the  cure.  In  this  cafe,  fome  benefit  was 
derived  from  the  acid. 

CASE  VIII. 

No  fatisfadtory  conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  this  3  but 
we  will  give  it  fully : 

"John  Brangdon,  33  years  of  age,  was  admitted 
"  Nov.  16.  The  hiftory  of  his  cafe  renders  it  doubtful 
"  whether  it  was  venereal  or  not.  Four  years  before,  he 
"  had  chancres  :  they  got  well,  and  were  followed  by 
"  no  other  fymptoms,  till  within  the  laft  four  months, 
¥  when  a  firm  and  painful  fwelling  came  on  one  of  his 
"  fliins.    For  this  complaint,  I  ordered  the  nitrous  acid  : 

he 


(    l#  ) 

K  he  took  it  till  the  4th  of  January,  and  then  left  the 
*'  Hofpital.  The  pains  were  much  alleviated  j  his 
<l  node  %uas  greatly  reduced,  but  not  entirely  gone  ;  the  acid 
"  at  laft  made  him  giddy  after  tak-'ng  each  dofe  ;  other- 
"  wife  it  produced  no  difagreeable  effect.  May  7th,  he 
"  returned  to  inform  me  that  his  leg  has  been  very  pain- 
tc  ful,  during  the  late  cold  winds  and  changeable  weather. 
<c  The  node  remained  as  large  as  it  was  five  months 
"  before," 

CASE  IX. 

The  nitrous  acid  at  firft  proved  of  much  fervice; 
only  ninety-two  meafured  drachms  adminiftered,  when 
mercury  was  employed  to  complete  a  cure. — Here 
pujlular  eruptions  again  as  proofs  of  venereal  affection  j 
probably  arifing  from  plethora,  as  is  common  in  youth  ; 
or,  as  fome  would  fay,  from  hyperoxygenation  of  the 
fyftem.  This  is  another  cafe  very  foon  cured  by 
changing  from  nitrous  acid  to  mercurial  ointment. 

case  x. 

Disease  not  defined  j  but  the  cafe  merits  to  be  feen, 
as,  in  the  laft  paragraph,  the  prejudice  of  the  author  is 
yery  manifeft  : 

"  Robert  Blythe,  aged  27,  contracted  the  lues 
"  venerea,  about  the  middle  of  July,  1797.  His  firjl  and 
"  only  fymptom  (he  fays)  was  an  eruption ;  however 
"  that  may  be,  he  had  no  other  venereal  complaint 
"  when  he  applied  to  the  Hofpital,  Dec.  21.  The  acid 
*,*  mixture  was  given :  it  agreed  well,  and  made  the  /pots 

difappear  confiderably  in  fix  days.  January  2d,  he  was 
Vjlill  getting  better,  but  eloped  that  day,  without  leave  : 

"  this 
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this  imperfect  memorial  will  ftrcngthen  the  other 
"  proofs  of  the  temporary  good  ejfefts  which  may  be 
«  fometimes  produced  by  the  nitrous  acid." 

CASE  XI. 

Nitrous  bathing,  according  to  Mr.  W.  Scott's 
method,  was  tried  from  the  19th  of  February  to  the  8th 
of  March,  when,  finding  no  effential  advantage  from 
this  plan,  the  nitrous  bath  was  laid  afide  ;  and,  after  the 
patient  was  confidered  as  radically  cured  of  his  fyphilis 
by  mercurials,  the  nitrous  drink  was  ordered  during  the 
laft  nine  days  of  his  ftay  at  the  Hofpital,  which  agreed 
well  with  him,  and  improved  his  appetite  ;  and,  on  the 
3d  of  May,  he  was  difmifled  from  the  Horpital. — We  fup- 
pofe,  the  reafon,  why  the  nitrous  acid  was  given  in  this 
cafe  after  the  patient  had  been  confidered  as  radically  cured 
of  the  fyphilitic  affection,  was,  that  he  had  at  that  time  a 
fcrofulous  affection,  which  was  not  materially  amended 
by  the  mercurials  taken  for  the  cure  of  the  lijes, 

pASE  XII. 

Henry  Bezant,  on  the  14th  of  October,  began  by 
taking  a  drachm  and  half  of  the  nitrous  acid,  diluted  and 
fweetened,  while  the  fores  were  drejjed  ivith  yellow 
bafilicon.  On  "  the  8th  of  November,  the  acid  was 
"  augmented  to  two  drachms  daily.  21ft,  the  fymptoms 
"  were  more  and  more  aggravated,  the  medicine  griped 
"  his  bowels,  and  the  plan  henceforth  changed  ;  the 
"  fores  were  now  drefled  with  ceratum  lapidis  cala- 
"  minaris,  in  which  was  mixed  fome  red  nitrated  mer- 
"cury;  and  two  grains  of  calomel  were  given  him 
2  "  every 
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"  every  night.  On  the  4th  of  January,  his  cure  was 
«  perfect" 

In  this  cafe  it  appears,  that,  as  foon  as  Mr.  B.  changed 
the  nitrous  acid  drink  for  calomel  pills,  he  alfo  changed 
the  yellow  bcifrficon  ointment  (with  which  the  fores  had 
been  drefled  whilft  the  nitrous  acid  had  been  given) 
for  ceratum  lapidis  calaminaris,  in  which  was  mixed 
ibme  red  nitrated  mercury.  Had  the  cafe  been  truly 
venereal,  this  alteration  would  not  have  ftruck  us  ;  but, 
as  M  the  general  hiftory  the  man  gave  of  his  cafe  was  too 
confuted  and  incoherent  to  be  worth  recording"  and  as  his 
complaints  were  "  feveral  creeping  ulcers"  over  the  tibia, 
we  mould  have  regarded  this  cafe  as  more  perfect,  had 
no  change  been  made  in  the  topical  applications :  but 
Mr.  B.  feems  difpofed  to  give  mercury  every  poflible 
advantage. 

CASE  XIII. 

The  nitrous  acid  was  taken  for  thirty-two  days,  the 
latter  part  of  which  time  the  patient  grew  worfe ; 
but  at  one  time,  he  received  benefit  from  its  exhibition. 
Mercurial  ointment  was  then  ordered ;  but  he  abfconded 
without  a  cure :  but  the  rapid  good  effects  in  this  and 
many  other  cafes,  immediately  on  the  ufe  of  mercury,  are 
remarkable ! 

CASE  XIV. 

Nitrous  acid  only  exhibited  five  days;  during  which, 
the  patient  only  took  ten  drachms  of  the  acid,  and  yet 
this  cafe  is  produced  as  one  of  the  failures  of  the  medi- 
cine !  It  is  alfo  a  little  fingular,  that  Dr.  De  Valangin 
and  others  mould  have  been  treating  this  cafe  un- 
fuccefsfully,  and  that,  under  the  care  of  our  author,  it 
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fliould  have  begun  to  yield  in  three  days,  under  the  daily 

life  of  four  grains  of  calomel,  and  one  of  opium.  

Providence  feems  to  favour  this  man  :  even  the  moll 
common  medicines  work  wonders  in  his  hands. 

CASE  xv. 

Nitrous  acid  only  administered  from  the  15th  of 
December  up  to  the  10th  of  January  following,  when 
mercurial  ointment  was  directed.  During  the  nitrous 
acid  courfe,  an  ulceration  of  the  velum  palati  had 
healed. 

case  xvi. 

Neither  in  favour  of  mercury  nor  the  nitrous  acid. 
The  patient,  under  treatment  by  mercurials,  had  fuffered 
three  relapfes,  and  had  been  thrice  falivated  j  and  as  it  has 
only  been  four  months  fince  me  was  dilmiffed,  apparently 
cured,  it  is  ftill  doubtful  whether  the  cure  be  permanent 
or  not.  Bath  three  times  again,  without  Mr.  B.'s 
knowledge.  Would  any  other  man,  after  encountering 
fuch  difficulties  with  mercury,  have  dared  to  affert,  that 
this  cafe  demonftrates  the  total  infufficiency  of  the 
nitrous  acid? 

CASE  XVII. 

When  the  nitrous  acid  plan  was  commenced  in  this 
patient  is  not  fpecified,  or  the  quantity  given ;  but 
it  mufl:  have  been  before  the  2d  of  November,  1797,  as 
on  that  day  the  nitrous  potion  agreed  very  well,  and 
afforded  her  a  little  relief.  16th,  an  ulceration  on  her 
moulder  had  now  quite  healed ;  it  was  taken  till  the 
30th,  when  the  acid  was  relinquiflied.  Mercurial  fric- 
tion adopted:  but  this  patient  alfo  "  eloped  from  the 
5  Hofpital." 


Hofpital."  This  cafe  fhews  in  how  confufed  a  manner 
all  things  are  reported  by  our  author.  The  patient  con- 
tracted the  difeafe  in  July,  1797  ;  four  months  after  this, 
fhe  went  under  the  care  of  Mr.  B.  and  yet,  by  the  2d  of 
November,  which  is  but  four  months  from  the  very 
beginning  of  July,  the  nitrous  acid  had  afforded  her 
fome  relief. 

CASE  XVIII. 

Obfcure  ;  not  worthy  of  any  Comment.  What  it 
proves,  if  it  tends  to  prove  any  thing,  is  in  favour  of  the 
nitrous  acid  treatment. 

CASE  XIX. 

This  patient  had  been  feven  times  falivated  (withni 
thefe  two  years)  and  was  under  the  influence  of  mercury 
on  the  9th  of  November,  1797,  when  fhe  firft  applied 
for  relief  at  the  Lock  Hofpital,  and  was  apparently  cured 
by  the  nitrous  acid.  The  reafon  of  her  admiffion  into 
that  Hofpital  is  ?nocle/ily  exprefTed  in  the  following  words  : 
"  She  would  probably  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
"  ignorant  perfons,  if  /  had  rejected  her.  She  was  ad- 
"  mitted."  The  Dr.  adds,  "  fimilar  equivocal  cafes 
are  very  frequently  fent  to  the  Lock  of  this  I  think,' 
we  have  here  fufficient  teff  imony. 

CASE  xx. 

Sarah  FrAmpton,  18  years  of  age,  took  the 
nitrous  acid,  two  drachms  daily,  in  a  quart  of  water,  for 
the  fpace  of  eighteen  days,  though  it  appears  "  fhe 
tc  thought  proper  to  elope  ( without  a  cure  J,  after  rubbing 
"  in  105  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment."  In  fuch  a 
cafe,  where  105  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment  were 

not 
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not  powerful  enough  to  effedr,  a  cure,  what  could  have 
been  expe&ed  from  the  exhibition  of  the  nitrous  acid  for 
1 8  days  only  ? 

CASE  XXI. 

As  the  acid  difagreed,  the  patient  only  continued  it 
four  days. 

CASE  XXII. 

Nitrous  acid  only  ordered  for  18  days,  and  then  dis- 
continued, as  it  difagreed.  It  does  not  appear  in  either 
of  thefe  two  laft  cafes,  what  quantity  of  acid  was  ordered, 
or  whether  there  was  any  thing  joined  with  it  to  make  it 
more  palatable. — Some  enormous  dofe,  perhaps,  in  both 
cafes  ? 

CASE  XXIII. 

The  nitrous  acid  appeared  at  firft  to  produce  a  marked 
advantage  in  this  cafe ;  but  the  cure  was  obliged  to  be 
finifhed  by  mercury.  The  acid  was  taken  fomewhat  more 
than  a  month,  and  the  woman  was  made  an  out-patienty 
fcarce  any  eruptions  being  perceivable.  Another  con- 
venient re-appearance  of  eruptions,  and  an  attack  oi 
fevere  pain  in  the  fhin-bones,  brought  her  back  to  the 
Hofpital,  when  fhe  was  mojl  happily  cured  by  mercury. 

CASE  XXIV. 

Mary  Symonds  did  not  reap  any  benefit  from  the 
nitrous  acid-drink  or  bath  :  but  not  much  or  any  good 
could  have  been  expected  ;  for  {he  only  took  17  drachms 
of  the  acid,  and  ufed  the  nitrous  acid  bath  from  the  7th 
of  May  to  the  22d. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXV. 

Nothing  can  be  decided  concerning  it ;  for,  by  the 
recital  of  the  cafe,  it  appears,  that  Elizabeth  Turner  was 
admitted  on  the  28th  of  dpril,  and  yet  on  the  jtb 
of  March  me  was  taking  two  drachms  of  the  acid  daily 
Here  is  fuch  a  miftalce  concerning  dates  as  muft  render 
this  hiftory  and  its  refult  quite  imperfect. 

CASE  XXVI. 

Of  John  Nowland,  who,  as  Mr.  B.  fays,  had  been 
difcharged  "  as  an  invalide,  unfit  for  fervice,  from  the 
Plymouth  Hofpital,  after  taking  a  four  medicine  for  two 
months."  Nothing  can  be  faid  of  this  cafe,  unlefs  the 
circumftances  were  more  accurately  known,  than  from 
the  patient's  vague  report. 


SECTION  THE  THIRD. 

tc  ELEVEN  TRIALS  WITH  THE  OXYGENATED  MURIATEi 
OF  POT-ASH,  IN  ADVANCED  STAGES  OF  THE  LUES 
VENEREA." 

CASE  I. 

Thomas  Cooper,  20  years  of  age,  in  the  advanced 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  and  in  other  refpe£b  a  very  bad 
fubje<5t,  being  hectical  and  emaciated  to  the  laft  degreej 
was  fo  overdofed  with  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh, 
that  he  could  only  continue  the  medicine  for  the  (pace  of 
twenty  days ;  and  what  could  have  been  expected  in  fuch 

a  de- 
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x  deplorable  cafe  in  fo  fhort  a  time  ?  and,  notwiths- 
tanding, this  is  produced  as  a  fair  cafe  of  failure  of  the 
medicine.  To  prove  its  being  ovcrdofed,  we  will  give  it 
in  Mr.  B's  words  ;  who  fays, 

"  Oct.  the  17,  five  grains  of  potafh  were  made  into  a 
"  pill  with  conferve  of  rofes,  and  taken  twice  the  firfb 
"  day  ;  it  was  directed  to  be  increafed  to  three  pills  the 
"  day  following,  four  the  next  day,  and  one  more  every 
**  fucceeding  day;  he  continued  to  augment  the  dally 
<c  proportion,  until  he  arrived  at  fourteen  pills  (70  grains) 

when  he  could  not  bear  them  any  longer  without  the 
<c  greateft  difficulty  :  they  occafioned  a  violent  pain  of  bis 
u  ftomacb^  bowels ,  and  head,  on  the  27th  of  October,  and 
ft  were  fo  very  obnoxious  to  his  feelings  on  the  6th  of 
"  November,  that  he  difcontinued  taking  them  :  at  this 
"  time  he  had  fwallowed  as  many  pills  as  contained  <fcine* 
u  teen  drachms  and  two  fcruples  of  the  potafh." 

case  it. 

Oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh  exhibited  for  thirty* 
two  days,  when,  not  obtaining  relief  from  its  ufe,  mer- 
curial ointment  was  ordered  the  patient  to  rub  in.  The 
refult  of  this  cafe  is  not  known  j  for  this  patient  "  un- 
"  expe&edly  eloped." 

CriSE  lit. 

The  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh  given  only  from 
the  1 8th  of  January  to  the  12th  of  February,  when  it 
was  omitted,  and  a  complete  cure  performed,  by  the  3d 
of  May,  in  the  ufual  manner  ;  thirty  calomel  pills,  and 
fixty  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment  having  been  then 
employed.    In  this  cafe,  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  pot- 

N  afh, 
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afh,  when  given  in  pills  ^  produced  a  fenfe  of  heat  and 
weight  in  the  Itomach  and  bowels,  although  the  patient 
afterwards  bore  it  well,  whilft  given  in  double  the  quantity 
when  dijfbhed  in  water.  Is  not  the  reafon  obvious  ?  for, 
unlefs  great  caution  be  taken  when  the  medicine  is  given 
in  the  latter  manner,,  the  patient  gets  but  little  of  the' 
potafh,  and  the  effecT:  in  this  cafe  feems  to  warrant  the 
inference.  We  mould  like  to  fee  Mr.  B.  explain  it 
otherwise. 

CASE  IV. 

The  potafh  given,  from  the  18th  of  January  till  the 
8th  of  February  only,  without  advantage ;  and  after-' 
that,  it  demanded  nearly  two  months  to  eflablifli  a  cure 
with  mercury. 

case  v. 

Why  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh  was  dis- 
continued in  this  cafe,  merits  explanation  ?  On  no  other 
apparent  caufe  can  it  be  explained,  excepting  it  wa$ 
dreading  a  cure  under  its  adminiftration. 

CASE  VI. 

Oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh  was  overdofed,  a9 
the  following  account  clearly  demonftrates. 

"  Esther  Buck,  aged  33,  was  made  a  patient  at 
M  the  Lock,  on  the  4th  of  January.  The  fymptoms 
ct  under  which  fhe  then  laboured'  were  a  painful  node 
41  upon  the  inferior  part  of  the  right  tibia,  a  fmall  ulcer 
tc  in  the  roof  of  her  mouth,  and  a  flight  ozatna.  She  in 
t£  formed  me,  that  her  firft  fymptom,  two  years  before 
"  was  a  difcharge  from  the  vagina  ;  that  this  was  fuc 
tc  ceeded  by  the  node,  about  five  months  afterwards  ; 
*  that  (he  had  no  intervening  complaint  whatever,  an 
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<{  that  her  mouth  and  nofe  did  not  become  affected 
*'  till  live  or  fix  weeks  previous  to  her  admiffion  into  the 
«c  Hoipital.  She  alio  faid  that  her  hulband  had  been 
"  difeafed  two .  years,  and  was  at  that  time  (January, 
"  1797)  under  the  care  of  a  medical  gentleman. 

"  Thirty  grains  of  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh 
tc  were  given,  in  the  form  of  pills.  The  patient  aug- 
"  mented  the  daily  quantity  by  degrees,  till  the  29th, 
"  when  me  took  twenty-eightpills,  containing  an  hun- 

dred  and  forty  grains  of  potajh ;  they  occafioned  a  con- 
"  fufednefs  of  intellecl,  and  a  giddinefs  in  her  head,  when 
"  fhe  had  taken  only  fourteen  a  day.  The  node  was  then 
"  in  more  pain  than  ever  ;  the  oza^na  was'worfe,  and 
tc  the  palate  no  better,  when  fhe  had  arrived  at  twenty 
c<  per  diem.  The  pills  caufed  a  vomiting,  and  pain  in 
<{  her  ftomach,  to  an  alarming  degree  ;  her  pulfe,  how- 
**  ever,  was  not  more  than  ninety-two  \  her  tongue  was 
*c  not  white ;  (lie  did  not  perfpire  ;  but  a  copious  fe- 
|*  cretion  of  urine  took  place.  By  a  little  management 
ff  and  caution,  fhe  was  enabled  to  increafe  them  to  the 
M  amount  I  have  before  fuggefted.  About  this  time, 
"  a  gonorrhoea  came  on,  and  increafed  confiderably.  T  he 
"  ozaena  got  better,  by  often  ufing  a  faturnine  lotion  ; 
<£  the  ulcer  on  her  palate  remained  ftationary  :  the  tibia 
"  lefTencd  a  little,  but  continued  very  painful,  while  her 
"  pulfe  and  fecretions  were  not  materially  altered.— 
"  February  i£,  thirty  grains  of  the  powdered  muriate  of 
"  potafh  were  given  four  times,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
"  peated  daily. — 5th,  the  folution  of  potafh  in  water,  has 
«  agreed ;  the  palate  is  neaily  healed}  the  nofe  quite 
"  well  ;  her  pulfe  and  fecretions  remain  much  the  fame; 
"  but  her  tongue  is  not  yet  affected  bv  the  remedy  :  t!  e 
"  only  new  occurrence  was  an  ardor  urin<*»,  the  two  laft 
"  days.    Juft  before  this  period,  I  had  been  favoured 
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"  with  a  communication  from  the  furgcons  of  Wool- 
«  wich  Hofpital,  concerning  the  caufe  and  the  remedy  of 
"  this  heat  in  the  urine  of  patients  taking  oxygenated 
"  muriate  of  potafh ;   in  confequence  of  which,  I  de- 
"  creafed  the  daily  quantity  of  that  remedy  to  only  thirty 
"  grains.    On  the  8th,  the  heat  and  fecretion  of  her 
"  urine  were  lefTened  ;  but  fhe  had  taken  ninety  grains 
"  during  the  laft  two  days.    I  directed  it  to  be  continued 
"  in  the  fame  proportion. — 12th,  her  nofe  has  got  worfe 
"  thefe  four  days.— 15th,  again  her  nofe  is  better  ;  but 
"  the  gonorrhoea  remains  undiminimed.     I  therefore 
«  ordered  a  vitriolic  injeaion.— 17th :  this  day  (he  has 
"  had  a  violent  pain  in  her  head,  with  giddinefs,  vo- 
"  miting,  and  purging:  the  medicine  was  now  entirely 
"  difcontinued.    The  gonorrhoea  has  leffened  ;  her  fali- 
"  vary  glands  are  not  at  all  affected  ;  her  tongue  is  not 
"  y.et  white  j  her  pulfe  beats  100  in  a  minute. — 26th, 
«  the  vomiting  and  loofenefs  are  better ;  but  the  pain 
«  and  giddinefs  are  ftill  exceffive ;  her  pulfe  has  rifen  to 
"  106  ;  venereal  eruptions  are  appearing  under  the  hair 
"  in  the  nape  of  her  neck.    I  fufpended  all  medical 
«  treatment,  in  order  to  fee  the  farther  progrefs  of  the 
«  fymptoms ;  but  fhe  went  out  of  the  Hofpital,  and  re- 
"  turned  no  more." 

-  The  letter  alluded  to  above,  from  Dr.  Rollo  to  Mr. 
Blair,  ferves  to  ftrengthen  the  obfervation,  that  the 
effe&s  of  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh  have  been 
rendered  abortive,  in  many  cafes,  by  the  injudicious 
over-dofing  of  the  medicine. 

Dr.  Rollo  fays,  "  It  would  appear,  that  in  certai 
«  conftitutions  and  ftates  of  the  ftomach,  the  oxygenate 
cc  muriate  of  potajh^  when  given  in  large  dofes^  in/lead  0 
<[  producing  its  ufual  effecls  upon  the  conjiitution,  runs  of 
«  by  urine;  undecompofed.    In  fuch  cafes,  the  patient  gene- 
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y  ra!iy  complains  of  'Jharpnefs  and  heat  of  urine,  with- 
«  a  frequent  dejlre  to  p.fs  it.'7  This  fact  was  detected  by 
a  fimple  procefs,  which  is  then  related,  and  may  he 
icon  on  confuting  Mr.  Blair's  pamphlet. 

CASE  VII. 

Had  this  patient's  ponftitution  not  been  fo  de- 
ranged ac  firft  by  the  largenefs  of  the  doles  of  the 
oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh,  we  have  every  reafon 
to  fuppofe  it  would  have  been  fuccefsful,  if  rightly 
managed. 

"  Elizabeth  Handy,  33  years  of  age,  was  taken 
"  into  the  Lock,  January  the  1 8th,  at  which  time  fhe 
"  had  a  gonorrhoea,  with  nocturnal  pains  in  her  fliins, 
"  and  fyphilitic  eruptions.  I  ordered  her  the  pills  of 
"  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh,  as  in  the  laft  cafe.  No 
"  alteration  of  any  kind  took  place  before  the  29th  of 
"  January,  when  the  nocturnal  pains  were  aggravated. 
"  She  then  had  increaied  the  number  of  her  pills  to  12 
"  in  a  day.  February  the  2d,  the  quantity  of  her  urine 
tc  was  augmented  ;  flic  had  a  white  tongue  ;  her  pulfe 
tc  was  very  feeble,  and  beat  88  times  in  a  minute  ;  the 
"  pains  were  as  yet  not  alleviated,  nor  was  there  any 
"  amendment  in  the  other  fymptoms.-  The  potafh  was 
"  hereafter  ufed  in  powder,  half  a  drachm  four  times 
*  a  day.  5th,  her  pulfe  was  rendered  much  more  fre- 
«  quent  (.104);  her  tongue  was  very  white  ;  a  diarrhoea 
"  had  come  on  thefe  two  days  paft  ;  fhe  perfpired  a 
"little;  and  her  urine  was  increafed.  The  preceding 
"  letter  from  Dr.  Rollo  induced  me  to  diminifh  the 
f  quantity  of  potafn,  this  day,  from  -an  hundred  and 
"  twenty,  to  only  thirty  grains  ;  I  alfo  ordered  a  grain  of 

opium  to  be  taken  at  bed-tjme,    for  three  nights. 
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"  I2th,  her  pulfe  was  very  feeble,  and  beat  124  in 
"  a  minute  ;  an  extreme  degree  of  erethifm  and  tremor 
<c  came  on,  accompanied  with  fevere  pain  in  her  bead, 
il  confuted  intcllefl,  difordered Jlomacb,  and  other  inconve- 
*'  niences  arifing  from  the  medicine  ;  her  gonorrhoea  alfo 
'*  was  greatly  increafed,  although  fhe  had  hitherto  ufed 
"  an  aftringent  injection  ;  but  the  venereal  fpots  now 
"  looked  paler ;  the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh  was 
<c  omitted,  in  confequence  of  the  unpleafant  fymptoms  it 
"  had  occafioned.  15th,  all  the  complaints  laft  Ynen- 
"  tioned  had  gone  off,  and  even  the  gonorrhoea  was 
<c  leffened,  without  having  ufed  any  of  the  injection  thefe 
tc  three  days.  Her  gums  and  falivary  glands  were  un- 
<c  affected  by  this  treatment.  I  could  not  but  think  the 
"  new  medicine  was,  in  this  cafe,  inefficient,  and  there- 
tc  fore  directed  a  courfc  of  mercurial  ointment.  All  her 
4<  venereal  complaints  gave  way  in  a  fho.rt  time  ;  and  on 
"  the  2&th  of  April,  I  difcharged  her,  perfectly  well." 

CASE  VIII. 

Nothing  could  have  been  expected;  for  the  nitrous 
acid  was  only  given  a  week,  and  the  oxygenated  mu- 
riate of  potafh  twelve  days.  As  the  potafh  in  this  cafe 
was  given  more  cautioufly,  it  therefore  did  not  difagree. 

CASE  IX. 

Appears  to  have  been  the  moft  impartial  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  new  medicine  to  this  patient  of  all  Mr.  B's 
cafes.  The  acid  was  given  for  forty-two  days  ;  and  the 
muriate  of  potafh  was  taken  to  the  quantity  of  feventy- 
fix  drachms  ;  and  from  neither  was  any  relief  obtained  j 
and  then  an  apparently  perfect  cure  was  obtained  by 
mercury.  But  here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  ulti- 
mate 
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mate  cure  by  mercurial  ointment  was  furprifingiy  rapid, 
and  that  the  inaccuracy  of  Mr.  B's  reports  has  fo  often 
appeared,  that  one  cannot  but  receive  with  the  greateft 
caution  every  circumftance  related  by  him. 

£ASE  X. 

Not  much  in  favour  of  the  anti  venereal  properties 
of  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh,  nitrous  acid,  or  mer- 
.curial  inunction  ;  for  this  patient  returned,  relapfrdy 
3.  fourth  time,  to  Mr.  Biair,  after  apparent  cures ;  and 
notwithstanding  having  ufed,  at  different  times,  one 
hundred  and  forty-feven  drachms  of  blue  mercurial 
.ointment,  and  ninety-feven  drachms  of  calomel  oint- 
ment. What  would  have  been  faid,  if  fuch  a  circum- 
stance as  this  had  occurred  under  treatment  with  the 
new  remedies  ?  Here  would  have  been  fubjeci"  for 
jexultation  to  fome.  In  fine,  it  juftifics  more  and  more 
the  propriety  of  fceking  for  fomething  more  certain  than 
even  mercury  itfelf,  and  urges  us  to  eftablifh  (as  far  as 
with  truth  we  can)  the  antifyphilitic  properties  of  the 
new  fubftances,  when  we  find  that  mercy ry  'the  only 
refource  we  had  till  latelv)  fo  deplorably  ineffectual,  even 
Under  the  judicious  aufpices  of  Mr.  Blair. 

CASE  XI, 

'The  nitrous  acid  was  ineffectually  adminiftered  for 
forty-two  days  ;  and  alio  fever;  ounces  and  five  grains  of 
the  potafh  were  alfo  given  without  benefit,  when  ihe 
patient  was  cured  by  mercury. 
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The  fituation  of  this  gentleman,  as  furgeon  to  the  Lock 
Hofpital,  afforded  him  opportunities  fuperior  to  mod  others; 
and  hici  known  character  for  induftry,  ability  and  integrity  give 
fnch  weight  to  his  teftimony  as  muff  powerfully  influence  the 
public  in  the  decifion  hereafter  to  be  formed  on  this  fubjecr.. 

Britifi  Critic,  July,  1798,  p.  75, 

Although  the  cafes  here  recited,  fixty  in  number,  feera 
decilive  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  new  medicines  to  cure  the 
venereal  difeafe  in  any  of  its  (tages  ;  yet  as  the  fubjecT:  is  of  the 
litmoft  importance,  and  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  which  is 
here  attempted  to  be  eftablifhed  is  held  by  perfons  of  refpc£taT 
bility,  Mr.  Blair  contents  himfelf  in  this  publication  with  re- 
lating the  facts,  leaving  it  to  his  readers  to  draw  their  con- 
.clufions.  Ibid.  p.  75—6. 

The  manly  and  decifjve  tone  in  which  he  (Dr.  Ferriar)  finally 

delivers  his  own  opinion  on  the  fubjecr.  of  pneumatic  medicine, 

w  ith  which  the  public  have  been  fo  long  and  fo  idly  amufed, 

does  him  credit  ;  as  well  as  his  decifion  on  the  value,  or 

rather  the  inutility,  of  the  nitric  and  otfier  acids  in  venereal 

affections.  T. .  ,  _ 

Ibid.  Aiigujt  1798,  p.  128. 

e<  A  summary  view  of  the  atteftations  which  have  hitherto 
**  been  borne  to  the  efficacy  of  the  new  remedies'*  is  given 
f  with  much  candour,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  occafional 
P  and  jufi  ftrictures  on  the  evidence  and  on  the  conclufions 
f  which  have  been  drawn  from  it." 

Med i cal  Review,  Sept.  1798,  p.  152. 

"  Thh  fuccefa  of  the  new  remedies  in  the  cafes  we  have 
R  quoted  above,  is  finall  indeed;  and  the  remainder  do  not 
*'  afford  a  more  favourable  refult." 

Ibid,  p.  164. 
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hljirvations  on  fome  Pa/ages  of  a  Publication  entitled, 
ISJays  on  the  feneriel  Difafe,  and  its  concomitant 

1  A0c7iom,  illuftrated  by  a  Variety  of  Cafes.  Ejfay  I. 
Part  I.  fcf*.  By  William  Blair,  A.  M.  Surgeon  of 
the  Lock  Hofpi 'ml  and  Jfylum,  and  of  the  Old  Fin/bury 
Difpenfary. — foh'njon,  and  other  Bookfellers.  1798. 

I  HAVE  mentioned  my  reafons  for  noticing  this  pro- 
du&ion  ;  they  ftill  appear  to  me  irrefiftible.    There  are 
others  which  would  render  fuch  notice  highly  proper. 
Commendations  which  cannot  fail  to  have  weight  with 
a  certain  portion  of  the  public,^  I  have  already  placed 
under  the  reader's  eye.    Thefe  demonftrate  its^effects  on 
profefl'ed  critics  ;  men,  no  doubt,  of  extenfive  informa- 
tion, and  not  to  be  iufpe&ed  of  rafhnefs,  inattention, 
favour,  or  malice- — much  lefs  of  cabal  or  collufion,  which, 
in  fuch  a  queftion,  would  be  villainy  of  a  dye  little  lefs 
deep  than  affaffination.  Since  with  judges  who  thus  exer- 
cife  their  authority  over  literature  in  the  genuine  fpirit 
of  the  elder  Brutus,  it  ranks  fo  high,  what  muft  be  its 
impreiTion  on  readers  remote  from  the  fources  of  in- 
formation, and  too  unfufpecling  to  fearch  for  traces  of 
mifreprefentation  or  miftake  ?  On  this  account  alone, 
therefore,  would  it  not  be  right,  if  this  impreflion  be 
a  falfe  one,  to  try  to  remove  it  from  the  minds  of  weak 
brethren,  left  they  fhould  be  deterred  from  reforting  to 
probable  means  of  refcuing  their  patients  from  pain  and 
death  ? 

One  circumftance  is  forcibly  ftated  by  the  writer,  and 
his  eulugift.    But  I  know  not  whether  it  will  have  great 
influence,  except  with  the  inconfiderate.    The  Lock 
Hofpital  cannot  be  denied  to  afford  its  furgeons  noble  op- 
J  .  portunities. 
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portunitics.  But  mere  opportunity  is  of  very  ambiguous 
import :  it  may  amount  to  much ;  it  may  amount  to 
almoft  nothing.  Had  thofe  whom  various  caufes  have 
helped  to  opportunities,  been  by  them  alone  enabled  to 
fettle  important  queftions  in  the  fcience  of  animal  nature, 
our  art  had  fcarcely  been  what  it  now  is.  If  opportunity 
of  obfervation  confer  medical  wifdom,  how  fhall  we  find 
terms  reproachful  enough  for  the  memory  of  thofe  innu- 
merable pofTefibrs  of  opportunity,  who  not  only  have 
hid  their  treafure  during  life,  but  fuffered  it  to  defcend 
with  them  into  the  grave  ? 

In  reality,  will  common  fenfe  allow  us  to  give  credit 
on  the  fcore  of  opportunity,  before  proof  is  exhibited  of 
talents  for  ufing  it  well  ?  Without  fuch  proof,  to  pretend 
to  authority  is  to  beg  the  queftion.  A  furgeon  of  the 
Lock  may  eafily  in  no  refpecl:  but  opportunity  be 
fuperior  to  a  village  apothecary.  His  patrons  can  bellow 
the  appointment :  but  can  they  beftow  alfo  the  moral 
and  intellectual  qualities  neceflary  to  turn  it  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  mankind  ?  And  will  thofe  who  have  the 
requifite  qualifications  fail  to  find  opportunity  to  exer- 
cife  them  on  a  difeafe  fo  common  as  fyphilis  ? 

I  hear,  indeed,  the  Eflayift's  "  known  charatter  for 
*c  indujlry,  ability  and  integrity"  mentioned  in  a  tone 
which  will  fometimes  pafs  with  the  unwary  for  proof  of 
thefe  qualities,  where  ho  other  exifts.  But  c<  known" 
how,  and  to  whom  ?  by  the  teftimony  of  numerous 
difciples  ?  or  the  more  unequivocal  teftimony  of  ufeful 
writings,  like  Pott,  Hunter,  Default;  or  known  but  in 
private,  and  not  from  having  undergone  a  fevere  pro- 
bation ?  The  Editor's  acquaintance  with  .modern  me- 
dical literature  muff,  be  very  imperfect,  if  fuch  honourable 
notoriety  exifted.  And  no  other  is  to  the  purpofe :  for 
what  phyfician,  furgeon,  or  apothecary,  ftands  fo  forlorn 

in 
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5n  fociety  as  not  to  be  able  to  procure  a  larger  or  fmaller 
number  of  vouchers  for  his  "  induftry,  ability  and  in-* 
«  tegrity  ¥" 

How,  then,  without  a  public  teft,  is  the  Effayift 
drftinguifhed  above  his  brethren  ? — It  feems  not,  indeed, 
to  have  been  with  the  critic  an  hour  propitious  to'nicc- 
nefs  of  difcrimination.  The  fecond  quotation  will  mew 
that,  in  the  very  next  page,  within  the  compafs  of  a 
fingle  fentence,  the  Effayift  is  defcribed  "  as  attempting 
"  to  eftablifh  an  opinion,"  and  yet  as  "  contenting  him- 
"  felf  with  leaving  it  to  his  readers  to  draw  their  own 
tc  conclufions." 

If  it  be  true  that  the  mafs  of  medical  men  had  no> 
ground  for  prefuming  favourably  or  unfavourably  of  the 
author,  it  remains  to  enquire  into  the  evidence  afforded 
by  his  work.  To  talk  of  former  merits,  when  a  new  per- 
formance is  in  queftion,  would  indeed,  at  beft,  be 
but  trifling. 

Why,  among  the  quotations  which  form  fo  large  a 
part  of  the  Effay,  fuch  numbers  are  tricked  out  in  italics 
and  capitals  not  their  own;  whether  any  alarmift  arts 
are  played  off  againft  the  propofed  innovation,  merely  as 
fuch  ;  and  what  figns  appear  of  a  difpofition  not  only  to 
pufh  every  trifling  argumentum  ad  hominem^  but  to  cavil 
about  fyllables,  let  others  pronounce.  In  thefe  matters, 
incapable  as  they  are  of  pointed  proof,  conviction  will 
follow  previous  feeling. 

Though,  in  the  ardour  of  his  humanity,  Mr.  Scott 
did  fpeak  of  nitrous  acid  as  what  he  thought  might  fome 
time  fuperfede  mercury;  though,  after  feeing  a  human 
being  as  helplefs  as  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  and  perhaps  in 
nearly  as  great  torture  as  if  he  had  been  on  the  rack, 
rife  found  and  eafy  from  his  bed,  Mr.  Baynton  put  a 
query  involving  a  dubious   fuppofition  ;  who  would 
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envy,  or  who  would  deign  to  celebrate,  a  triumph  over  a 
vcrbum  ardens  ? 

But  the  clofe  examiner  will,  I  believe,  be  furprifed 
on  finding  that  thefe  expreffions,  fo  often  quoted  and  re- 
quoted,  are  by  no  means  what  the  Efiay  would  make  of 
them.  They  are  not  offered,  as  deductions  from  facts, 
for  public  acceptance.  Terms,  implying  doubt,  are 
largely  intermixed  ;  and,  on  occafion,  the  author  appears 
to  aim  at  provoking  his  readers  to  fmile  at  his  pious 
wimes..  It  is  exceedingly  remarkable,  that  where  he 
frates  the  queftion  refpedting  the  "  new  fpecific,"  and 
firft  quotes  Mr.  Scott,  p.  12,  the  EfTayift  fhould  leave - 
out  a  ftring  of  words  which  reduce  the  fubftance  of  the 
paffage  from  a  mature  opinion  to  a  hope.  Here  ;s  the 
pafiage.  The  words  omitted  are  thofe  diftinguiflied  by 
Italics.  "  In  fome  of  my  dreams  for  the  improvement-  of 
*'  the  condition  cf  man,  I  even  imagine  that  the  poifon  of 
"  fyphilis  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  extinguifhed  over 
"  the  face  of  the  earth."  By  the  fecond  time  of  quotation, 
p.  31,  the  reader  may  have  been  fo  difgufted  by  the  extra- 
vagances unjuftly  imputed  to  Mr.  Scott,  as  to  be  induced 
to  (kip  over  the  paragraph. 

It  has  feldom  happened  that  an  interpretation  fo  un- 
candid  *,  or  fo  uncircumfpeel:,   has  been  fixed  upon 

imaginations"  not  merely  harmlefs  (for  they  are  too 
guardedly  exprefTed  to  miflead)  but  capable  of  animating 
refearch  by  the  brilliant  profpe&s  they  difplay.  It  would, 
perhaps,  be  poffible  to  prove,  that  in  this  way,  improve- 
ments in  medicine  have  actually  arifen. 

Mr.  Baynton's  query  appears  as  undeferving  animad- 
verfion  as  Mr.  Scott's  imagination.    Its  tendency  feems 

*  "  My  prefent  defign  is  to  inveftigate  the  real  merits  of  this 
*'«  new  plan  of  treatment,  with  all  poflible  candour  and  circum- 
"  fpection."  Eflay,  p.  14. 
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•to  be  to  extend  the  views  of  practitioners  to  the  analogy 
of  nature.  Hence  the  query  may  have  its  ufe,  even 
though  there  fhould  not  exift  proper  evidence  of  the  cure 
of  confirmed  lues  by  American  or  other  vegetables. 

"  Mr.  Baynton  and  Dr.  Beddoes  feem  difpofed  to  eon* 
"  elude  that  the  nitric  acid  is  a fpecific  in  venereal  ajfeclions." 
(Eflay,  p.  56.)  It  is  hard  upon  Mr.  Baynton  to  be  made 
a  thorough-paced  believer  in  a  particular  fpecific,  merely 
for  afking  whether  another  fpecific  befides  mercury  may 
not  exift  in  Europe.  As  to  myfelf,  I  fubferibe  to  this 
opinion,  if  limited  to  certain  cafes.  As  a  general  in- 
ference, I  have  never  ventured  to  embrace  or  avow  it. 

It  is  afcribed  to  me  on  the  ground  of  a  fentence,  which 
the  reader  will  find  fufficiently  befet  with  terms  imply- 
ing doubt  :  "  For  fome  fcrofulous  ulcers  we  feem  to 
"  have  found  a  new  fpecific  in  forrel ;  for  venereal  and 
"  hepatic  affections,  in  nitrous  acid,  fuch  as  we  pofTefTed 
ct  before  in  mercury."  I  fuppofe  it  is  no  forced  con- 
flruction  to  make  the  words  fome  and  feem  underftood  in 
the  latter  claufe  of  the  fentence.  This  was  doubtlefs  my 
meaning  ;  and  to  avoid  repeating  verbs,  pronouns,  and 
adjectives  in  the  fame  fentence,  is  perfectly  conformable 
to  efrablilhed  cuffom.  By  fuch  as  mercury,  I  mean 
fimilar  in  cjfefl,  not  equal  in  degree  of  aclion.  This  would 
be  too  abfurd,  when  all  Europe  afforded  but  two  cafes. 

Even  at  a  later  period,  when  much  evidence  had 
accumulated,  I  did  not  rifque  a  general  inference  ;  I  re- 
ftricted  my  expreffions  to  the  teftimonies  actually  before 
me  j  propofmg  the  collection  of  hundreds  of  cafes,  and 
ftating  it  as  an  undetermined  problem,  how  far  the  cure 
of  lues  could  be  jujiifiably  entrufled  to  the  nitrous  acid,  in 
the  firfl  inflance. — Circular  Letter  of  Sept.  5,  1797. 

Besides  this  fuppreffion  of  terms  ufed  to  diftinguifh 
conjeaures  from  inductions  of  fads  j  befides  this  gene- 
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ralifation  of  limited  phrafes ;  this  finking  of  the  moft 
pointed  paffages  in  the  authors  whofe  fentiments  are  pro- 
feffed  to  be. exhibited*,  (as  if  to  obtain  a  fhort-lived 
victory  over  felf-fabricated  extravagancies)  there  are  ftill 
ftatements  in  the  Effay,  which  tend  to  change  entirely 
the  fpirit  of  what  thofe  authors  have  written. 

In  charaflerifing  the  evidence  that  had  been  produced 
at  the  time  of  the  appearance  of  my  Reports  [Report r 
principally  concerning  the  Effeils  of  Nitrous  Aid  in  the 
Venereal  Difeafc.   John/on.  1797],  I  laid  that  «  there 
«  was  already  in  favour  of  the  nitrous  acid  a  far  greater 
«  fullnefs  and   variety  of  teftimony  than   has  ever 
"  been  produced  in  favour  of  thofe  other  fubftances  that 
«  have  at  various  times  been  propofed  as  fubftitutes  for 
tc  mercury.    From  the  whole,  it  cleariy  refults,  that 
«  where  the  constitution  is  broken-,  the  habit  feeble 
«  or  fcrofulous,  the  cure  fhould  always  be  attempted  by 
«  the  nitrous  acid,  in  preference  to  any  other  medi- 
«  cine."  Page  83,  84. 

Upon  this,  I  am  told  that  I  am  undoubtedly  miftaken ; 
that,  by  my  own  reckoning,  not  much  above  100  cures 
were  arretted,  and  that  Nicholas  Poll  mentions  the  cure 
of  3000  fyphifitic  patients,  uno  qudft  et  eodem  tempore,  by 
decoflion  of  guaiacum,  and  that  other  fuch  teftimonies 
in  behalf  of  other  pretended  antivenereal  fubftances, 
might  eafily  be  produced.— Effay,  p.  58. 

If  this  criticifm  have  any  fort  of  foundation,  I  have 
been  at  leaft  unfortunate  (for  I  was  not  carelefs)  in  my 
khe-uage.  I  intended  nothing  lefs  than  to  compare  the 
numbered  cafes  afferted  to  be  cured  by  the  nitrous  acid, 
and  by  any  other  medicine,  not  mercurial.    I  had  in 

*  <« II  avi ng  exhibited  the  fubftance  of  what  has  been  already 
u  pubhfhed  by  petitioners  in  fupport  of  the  new  plan,"  &c. 
Effay,  p.  107.  view 
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view  the  explicltnefs  of.  the  greater  number  of  reports, 
the  atteftation  of  at  leaft  two  medical  men  to  this 
majority,  and  their  occurrence  in  public  hofpitals,  where 
they  attracted  the  occafional  obfervation  of  other  practi- 
tioners. Thus  I  conceived  the  evidence  came  abroad, 
more  worthy  of  credit ;  and  fuch  was  the  fenfe  I  hope 
my  words  will  be  found  to  convey. 

In  faying  that  I  thought  (as  I  ftill  think)  that  in 
fcrofulous  and  feeble  conftitutions,  where  injurv  may 
be  apprehended  from  the  ufe  of  mercury,  the  cure  of  lues 
venerea  ought  to  be  attempted  by  nitrous  acid,  I  could, 
as  has  been  already  remarked,  have  no  thought  of  re- 
commending the  nitrous  acid  in  fcrofula. 

I  cannot  exa&ly  fay,  that,  in  the  following  in- 
ftance,  my  fentiments  are  miftated.  But  as  thofe  who 
read  the  Effay,  and  not  my  Reports,  will  probably  carry 
away  a  falfe  conception,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  do 
myfelf  the  juftice  of  confronting  the  two  pafTages.— In  Dr. 
"  Beddoes'  Reports,  page  86,  an  allufion  is  made  to  '  a 
"  cafi  of  fyphilis  where  oxygen  gas  was  thought  beneficial* 
"  and  he  refers  to  the  third  Part  of  his  Confiderations  on 
U  Factitious  Airs,  for  the  particulars  of  that  cafe,  which 
"  are  related  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Thornton,  of  London, 
"  dated  May  5,  1795.  As  I  have  lately  heard  it  affirmed,' 
<  that  oxygen  gas  has  cured  the  lues  venerea  without  the 
«  aid  of  any  other  remedy,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fubjoin 
"  an  abftraa  of  the  cafe  referred  to,"  Eflay,  p.  92.— In 
the  Reports,  after  endeavouring  to  mew  that  no  fufficient 
reafon  exifted  for  fuppofing  antifyphilitic  remedies  to  aft 
by.  their  oxygen  merely,  I  refer  to  this  cafe,  as  in- 
conclufive  in  favour  of  the  oppofite  opinion,  adding  that 
the  circumftances  are  indiftinft"  and  that  «  I  think 
«  the  quantity  of  air  too  trifling  for  any  effecV'  Reports, 
p.  86.- The  pretenfioiis  of  oxygen  gas,  however,  ap- 

O  2 
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pear  (till  worthy  of  experimental  fcrutinys  and  the 
pneumatic  hofpital,  at  length  about  to  he  eftabl.lhed,  w,U 
determine  their  juftnefs.  ' 

I  „AVE  reafon  to  know,  that  feveral  of  the  contr,- 
hutors  to  my  Reports  (without  regretting  that .  e  author 
of  the  Effay  d.ffers  from  them)  feel  d.nat.sfaa.on  *** 
manner  in  which  their  opinions  arc  , repre  ented  and ,  « 
words  taken  up.     They  are  at  hand  to  r.ght  them 
felves,  if  they  do  not  eonhder  as  beneath  them  a  me 
perfonal  d.fpute.    But  as  this  is  not  the  cafe  W*£ 
moft  meritorious  party  in  this  affair  ,  and  as  a  Seton 
prineipally  devoted  to  bin,,  contains  a  moft  extraordinary 
duferrf  the  EffayilV  s  ufual  eandour,  I  (hall  lay  .t  before 
the  reader,  with  feme  very  conc.fe  remarks.  ■ 
,«  Mr  W*.  Scott,  in  his  nrft  letter,  confeffes  that 
in  fome  cafes  he  1  had  failed  aether-  but  »  th.fi 
I,  cafes  ,neuun  had  W  km  (ito  "  th' 
«  a  W-VW.'-Ifitbefaidthatth.s  confeffion  doe 
*  not  tend  to  leffen  the  merits  of  the  remedy  mafmuch 
u  as  mercury  itfelf,  the  grand  fpecific,  had  hkew. 
«  failed;  it  may  be  replied,  that  a  med.c.ne  wh.ch  has 
«  fetch    uperior  powers,  and  is  fo  much  more  effica- 
i  clous  t  than  mercury  (as  many  affirm)  ought  to  ev.nce 
u  its  infallible  t  virtues  (  in  all  the  form.  f&**£* 

a  will  foon  be  made  public  which  .s  ft.ll  more  dd- 
«  advantageous  to  the  novel  fyftem  of  praa.ee  »  for  Dr. 

«  BeddoCS  <  HAS   RECEIVED   FROM  MR.  SCOTT  IN- 

.  ft  fl.ould  be  H.  (Httrxus).   Mr.  S.'s  band  has  of.ener 
than  oaee  deceived  .be  compornors  and  eoneaors. 

t  why  »U  this  tautology  (  and  the  climax  up  to  mfalhUfT 

"  STRUC- 
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«  STRUCTIONS  TO  SUPPRESS  WHAT  HE  SAYS 
"  ABOUT  THE  EFFECT  OF  BATHING,  AS  HE  IS  NOT 

u  satisfied  with  his  trials.'  Medical  men  will 
«  doubtlefs  be  impatient  to  know  the  caufe  of  this  re- 
"  traaation!"   Effay,  p.  114,  ir5- 

One  caufe  immediately  precedes  this  fage  obfervation. 
A  fecond,  no  doubt,  is,  that  Mr.  Scott  would  not  for 
'a  moment  run  the  hazard  of  mifleading  the  public. 

I  cannot  but  wilh  that  the  author  had  named  fome 
among  the  "many"  who  afTert  the  fuperior  general 
efficacy  of  nitrous  acid,  or  its  infallibility.  If  blind 
adherents,  who  more  frequently  bring  difgrace  on  a  good 
caufe  than  even  unfair  adverfaries,  hold  this  language 
only  in  private,  the  circumftance  makes  nothing  to  the 
queftion.  But  among  thofe  who  have  publiihed  their 
obfervations  or  opinions,  it  would  be  difficult,  I  imagine, 
to  difcover  "  many,"  or  even  any,  who  have  employed 
this  hyberbolical  ftyle.  Befides  thofe  already  named,  the 
furgeons  of  the  Plymouth  Hofpital,  and  the  gentlemen 
of  Woolwich,  are  the  principal.  Of  thefe,  the  former 
profefs  to  keep  themfelves  in  fufpenfe  refpecting  the 
general  queftion ;  and  though  the  latter  avow  high 
expectations,  yet  they  are  content  to  expect.  Thus 
Mr.  Cruicklhank :  "  If  thefe  remedies  fliould  be  found, 
w  from  further  experience,  to  be  adequate  to  the  cur*,  of 
**  this  difeafe  in  all  its  ftages,  the  advantages  which 
"  they  poflefs  over  mercury  are  fo  great  and  important, 
*  that  they  muft  foon  fuperfede  its  ufe."  See  Dr.  Rollo 
on  Diabetes,  II.  201.  This  is  not  pronouncing  that, 
upon  the  then  evidence,  they  ought  to  fuperfede  its  ufe. 
Though  fome  readers  of  the  Eflay  would  perhaps  carry 
away  a  perfuafion  that  this  had  been  pronounced  ;  and 
I  am  afraid,  on  comparing  Mr.  Cruickmank's  words,  as 
they  are  exhibited  with  Italics,  p. '39  of  the  Eflay,  with 
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p.  114,  which  I  have  juft  quoted,  they  would  think  that 
the  phrafe,  «  being  far  the  moft  efficacious  and  certain," 
relates  to  mercury  and  the  new  remedies  comparatively 
confidered  ;  whereas  they  concern  only  nitrous  acid  and 
the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potato.  Dr.  Rollo,  in  his 
Preface  to  Vol.  II.  fays  indeed,  that  thefe  fubftances  are 
*<  likely  to  turn  out"  preferable  to  mercury.  But  is  he, 
who  reprtfents  a  thing  as  promifing  to  become  fuch  or 
fuch  to  be  fixed  down  as  abfolutely  refponfible  for  the 
event  ? 

«  Some  gentlemen  (continues  the  Effay,  p.  "5)  ^ok 
«  umbrage  at  the  following  expreffion  in  my  circular 
«'  letter  of  the  17th  of  Oaober  laft :  We  have  been  in- 
«  formed  that  above  100  bad  cafes  ft  and  attefted  as  cured 
*t  beyond  all  reafonable  doubt :  But,  on  impartially  exa- 
«  mining  the  evidence  brought  forward  refpccling  them, 
«  there  is  ground  to  conclude  that  this  declaration  has  not 
«  been  verified  by  legitimate  examples.— It  may  now  be 
«  afked,  whether  the  truth  of  this  obfervation  does  not 
«  begin  to  appear  ?   Mr.  S.  is  not  fatisfied  with  his 
<c  trials,  and  wifhes  to  fupprefs  what  he  has  faid  about 
«  the  effefts  of  nitrous  bathing;  although,  a  few  months 
«  a^o,  he  was  of  opinion  that  his  cafes  were  decisive, 
«  and  that  they  afforded  the  most  satisfactory 
cc  evidence  in  favour  of  his  acid  bath,  which  was 
«  still  more  effectual  than  its  internal 

"  USE." 

So  then,  Mr.  Scott's  precipitancy  in  regard  to  one 
method  of  treatment,  is  to  baftardife  not  only  the  fruits 
of  his  own  experience  in  another  mode,  but  thofe  alfo  of 
the  probably  more  ample  experience  of  others  !  To  this 
incredible  -logic  I  do  not  recoiled  that  my  reading  has 
furnifhed  me  with  a  parallel,  except  in  an  advertifcmcnt 
0f  Velno's  Vegetable  Syrup,  which  (by  infinuation) 
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warns  the  public  againft  the  ufe  of  aqua  forth  in  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  becaufe  the  muriate  of  barytes  given 
to  horfes  for  the  farcy,  had  occafioned  their  fudden 
death  *. 

"  If  Mr.  S.  has  pronounced  too  pofitively  and  prema- 
"  turely  on  one  part  of  his  experience,  may  we  not 
«  juftly  apprehend  that  he  has  on  the  other  alfo  ?" 
EfTay,  p.  1 1 6. 

Such  a  rule  for  the  imputation  of  error,  would  bear 
too  hard,  I  fear,  on  human  infirmity.  Shall  he  who  has 
tranfgrefl'ed  one  article  of  the  decalogue,  have  all  the 
crimes  it  forbids  laid  to  his  charge  ?  The  remark  ap- 
pears to  fuggeft  at  leaft  a  reafon  for  Mr.  Scott's  hafte  to 
retract ;  viz.  that  he  might  efcape  fuch  obfervations. 
But  he  has  not,  it  feems,  been  in  time. 

"  I  have  repeatedly  been  told,  that  fome  of  the  medical 
<(  practitioners  in  Edinburgh  have  fcen  relapfed  cafes, 

*  Here  is  the  main  part  of  this  precious  document.  I  find 
my  fpirit  lb  fubdued  by  occupation  with  the  Eflay,  that  I  can 
(loop  to  copy  a  quack  bill. 

"  CHEMICAL  QUACKERY." 
**  As  a  feci:  is  now  arifing,  in  the  bofom  of  the  Faculty,  which 
t(  eftablifhed  practitioners  call  chemical  qjjacks,  and  it  prac- 
"  tifes  principally  with  chemical  poifons,  fuch  as  aquafortis, 
"  called  nitric  acid,  muriate  of  barytes,  Sec.  it  may  be  proper  in 
**  a  perfon  who  ufes  a  bland  and  effectual  preparation  of 
*'  vegetables  in  fimilar  cafes,  without  danger,  and  without 
"  exchanging  an  apparent  and  temporary  cure  for  perpetual 
**  ailment  and  infirmity,  to  apprize  the  public,  that  the  Society 
f*  of  Health  in  Paris  has  tried  the  mod  celebrated  of  thefe 
**  medicines  firft  on  two  horfes  in  the  farcy  ;  that  they  were 
•<  both  apparently  cured,  and  in  about  a  fortnight  both  dropt 
f*  down  dead  ;  and  the  Society  gave  notice  that  the  medicine 
M  is  dangerous.'"., .Copied from  a  Cambridge  Intelligencer. 

O  4  "  which 
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44  which  were  formerly  thought  cured  in  the  Eaft 
"  Indies." 

How  treated?  by  nitrous  acid  ?  Alas,  if  fo,  it  is  too 
like  the  hiftory  of  mercurials.  Poflibly,  the  Eaft  India 
practitioners  have  feen  relapfed  cafes  formerly  thought 
cured  at  Edinburgh.  If  we  knew  but  fomething  of  the 
treatment  and  of  the  proportion  of  the  faid  relapfed 
cafes  ! 

Weary  and  humiliated  with  this  altercation  between 
You  faid  fo,  and  Nay,  but  I  faid  fo,  I  finifti  with  two  re- 
markable circumftances  refpecting  the  origina-1  facts  re- 
lated in  the  EfTay.— The  author's  circular  letter  bears 
date  October  16^  1797  :  at  leaft,  this,  I  fuppofe  from 
p.  35,  to  be  the  date  of  that  which  I  tranfmitted  to  my 
publiftier,  by  whom  the  original  was  not  returned  me. 

I  fee  Oct.  .c 7 th  mentioned  in  the  EfTay  as  the  date.  But 
a  day  fignines  not  much  ;  and  there  may  have  been  two 
editions.  However  this  be,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
author's  experience,  when  he  denounced  *  the  new  prac- 
tice on  the  1 6th  or  17th  of  October,  1797,  deferves  the 
attention  of  all  who  would  form  a  juft  opinion  concern- 
ing the  evidence  in  this  great  queftion.  They  will  dif- 
eover,  perhaps  with  aftonifhment,  that  his  trials  had 
been  hitherto  but  few,  and  the  remits  or  progrefs  not  en- 
tirely unfavourable.  I  can  reckon  them  up  in  a  (hort 
compafs.' — I  reckon  by  the  dates. 

*  That  it  was  nothing  lefs  than  a  denunciation,  appears  from 
the  motto  no  lefs  than  from  the  circular  letter  itfelf. — The 
motto  was,  "  Attaquer  uue  erreur  eft  le  droit  commun  a  tons  les 
<{  hommes ;  en  midecine,  cVft  un  de-voir  :  Et  celui  qui  s'eft  con- 

II  f acre  a  la  confernation  des  citoyens  ne  doit  fas  craindre  de 
f<  s'tlcjer  contre  les  prcjuges  dont  il  contiait  Us  dangers ;  furtaut 
f*  quand  (l  feut  leur fuhftiiuer  ttne  verite  utile." 
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CASE  I. 

Page  125.  April  4 — Difmifled,  apparently  cured  by  ni- 
trous acid — had  previoufly  taken  mercury— not  heard 
of  fmce. 

CASE  11. 

P.  164.  April  10 — Medicine  taken  from  the  1  oth  to 
the  17th  only — prefcribed  at  firft  in  the  dole  of  4. 
drachms — patient  complained  heavily  of  pain,  naufea 
and  cold  in  the  ftomach  j  faying  the  mercury  (previoufly 
taken)  had  done  him  good,  but  that  this  medicine  had  not. 
What  wonder  ! 

CASE  ill. 

P.  166.  May  11 — Puftular  eruptions  only — 2  drachms 
of  nitrous  acid  produced  gripes  and  ficknefs  at  firfl: — 
then  agreed  well — continued  to  the  8th  of  June — after 
rubbing  in  12  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment,  fpots  fade 
rapidly — -cured  by  the  ointment. 

CASE  IV. 

P.  126.  Sept.  2 1  ft' — Bubo — flight  phymofis,  preceded 
by  gonorrhoea — rubbed  in  a  drachm  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment on  the  1 6th,  iSth,  and  20th — on  the  21ft,  began 
the  acid — 2  drachms — by  the  25th  of  October,  quite 
well. 

CASE  v. 

P.  128.  October  5th — Nitrous  acid — 2  drachms  occa- 
fioned  vomiting,  pain  in  the  bowels,  and  general  tre- 
mor— with  more  fyrup,  it  agreed  well.    By  the  1 6th  of 
October,  one  bubo  leflencd  a  little. 

'  CASE  VI. 

P.  240.  October  about  the  6th — No  effecT:  of  the 
nitrous  acid  fpecificd  previoufly  to  OiX.  16th. 
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CASE  VII. 

P.  209.  Oa.  6th— Nitrous  acid  (2  drachms)  at  firft 
caufed  violent  pain  and  ficknefs  every  dofe — on  adding 
S  oz.  of  fyrup,  agreed  well — Oct.  12th,  fpots  faded — 
17th,  ulcerations  of  palate  healed — Till  Nov.  2d,  getting 
better — afterwards,  omnia  in  pejus  mere. 

CASE  VIII. 

P.  167.  OSt.  6 — Two  drachms  of  nitrous  acid  much 
difagreed — medicine  fweetened,  and  next  reduced  to  one 
drachm — Warm  bath — Oct.  16,  his  nofe  is  well,  and 
his  pains  are  alleviated — The  patient's  elopement  cut 
fhort  the  trial. 

These  are,  I  think,  all  the  cafes  befpre  October  nth, 
1797.  Thofe  occurring  between  the  nth  and  17th 
could  throw  no  light  on  the  powers  of  the  medicine. 
Though  three  out  of  five  exhibited  favourable,  or  not 
unfavourable  appearances  about  the  date  of  the  circular 
letter,  (ElTay,  pages  130-2,  188),  and  the  two  other 
cafes  afford  no  contrary  prefumption  whatever  (pages 
157,  222.) 

On  conndering  this  abftract,  or  recurring  to  the 
original,  many  readers  would  certainly  pronounce  that 
the  treatment  with  the  nitrous  acid  was  full  of  promife ; 
no  reader,  I  believe,  would  pronounce  it  difcouraging. 
How,  then,  is  the  contradiction  between  the  obferved 
facts  and  the  circulated  judgment  ,to  be  explained? 
Whether  the  author  refolved  to  dafh  at  reputation, 
without  confidering  that  reputation  is  of  two  forts, 
I  know  not.  I  have  not  a  certain  clew  to  his  motives  *. 

*  Was  he  in  hade  to  anticipate  foine  other  perfon  in  the  con- 
demnation  of  nitrous  acid  and  the  muriate  ?  Did  he  find  it 
necefTary  to  difpatch  his  circular  letter,  left  mine  ftiould  have  fo 
much  the  ftart  as  to  catch  up  the  choiceft  communications  f 
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But  I  doubt  whether  any  court  of  medical  literature, 
jxact,  intelligent,  and  juSt,  would  concede  much  to  the 
ilmoft  unvaried  catalogue  of  fubfequent  difappoint- 
ments.  Any  one  who  choofes  may  doubtlefs  have  as 
nany  failures  as  patients. 

The  reader,  will  examine  the  charge  of  flovenly  prac- 
:ice  brought  forward  againft  the  ESfay  by  my  cor- 
respondent. Should  that  not  be  deemed  valid,  thefe 
reports  may  have  their  ufe  in  directing  thofe  who  will  be 
it  the  pains  to  Study  them,  what*  mode  of  proceeding 
they  ought  to  avoid.  The  oxygenated  muriate  of  potaih, 
for  example,  was  administered  in  pills.  Mr.  Cruick- 
(hank,  who  gave  it  in  a  liquid  form,  has  found,  that  if  a 
certain  impreffion  be  made  on  the  Stomach,  the  fait  will 
pafs  off  in  the  urine  undecompofed.  f  (See  above,  p.  109.) 
Now  poiTibly  fuch  impreffion  may  be  beft  avoided  by 
a  certain  degree  of  dilution.  Moreover,  when  either  the 
muriate  or  acids  operate  fo  roughly  as  in  many  cafes 
defcribed  in  the  ESfay,  they  can  hardly  be  expected,  upon 
the  analogy  of  mercury,  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 

It  is  pity  the  author  did  not  turn  his  knowledge  of 
the  action  of  mercury  to  a  more  Satisfactory  account. 
Under  mercurial  courSes,,  the  Symptoms  fometimes  ap- 
pear aggravated  or  Stationary.  Then,  according  to  the 
State  of  the  constitution,  or  without  any  clear  indication, 
the  prudent  practitioner  varies  his  plan.  He  perhaps 
fubftitutes  opium  or  the  bark  for  mercury,  changes 
the  mercurial  preparation,  or,  it  may  be,  enlarges  the 
dofe. 

I  have  been  informed,  that  the  oxygenated  muriate 
is  not  unfrequently  feen  to  produce  eruptions,  and  that 
thefe  eruptions  difappear  without  injury,  even  though  the 
medicine  be  perfevered  in.  Perhaps  the  eruptions  which 
Struck  the  E flay i ft  as  Singular,  and  Seem  to  have  in- 
duced him  to  defift  from  the  muriate.     But  mercury 

5  fome- 
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fometimcs  produces  effects  not  very  different. — Sec 
Hunter,  p.  370. 

My  readers  have  heard  a  vague  whifper  about  relapfes 
It  is  a  queftion  fcarce  inferior  in  importance  to  that  of 
the  firft  removal  of  the  fymptoms. 

The  Letter  and  Eflay  both  object  to  primary  and 
recent  cafes,  as  indecifive,  becaufe  fpontaneous  recovery 
fometimes  takes  place. 

Now  each  of  thefe  objections  will  apply  to  mer- 
cury. There  is,  as  yet,  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  the 
balance  of  relapfes  againft  the  new  remedies.  And 
the  natural  cure  might  be  equally  alleged  againft 
the  mercurial  treatment,  if  the  number  of  cafes,  fome 
of  which  we  mull  fuppofe  incurable  by  nature,  did 
not  obviate  the  objection.  But  I  imagine  the  number  of 
primary  cafes,  reported  as  cured  by  nitrous  acid  and 
by  the  oxygenated  muriate,  now  entirely  excludes  this 
fufpicion.  Indeed  I  do  not  fee  how  it  could  ftand  againft 
the  cafes  in  Dr.  Rollo's  and  Mr.  Cruickfhanks'  work 
and  my  Reports,  taken  together.  Some  pafiages  in  the 
following  letter  will  afford  fatisfaction  on  one,  at  leaft, 
of  thefe  points. 


LETTER   FROM   MR.  HAMMICK. 

Royal  Hofpital,  Plymouth, 
Dear  Sir,  March  30,  1798.  ; 

ACCORDING  to  your  requeft,  I  now  do  myfelf  the 
honour  of  ftating  to  you  the  number  of  patients  cured  in. 
my  wards,  by  the  nitrous  acid,  Jince  the  communication  of 
cafes  in  November  laft.  It  appears  that  thirty-feven  men' 
have  been  difcharged  to  their  refpective  fhips,  or  to 
quarters,  cured,  by  the  acid  alone,  of  different  ftages  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  ;  that  fourteen  of  the  above  number 
had  not  taken  any  medicine,  neither  had  they  made  ufe 
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of  any  topical  application ;  but  the  others  had  ufed 
different  preparations  of  mercury  on  board  their  (hips, 
ibme  of  them  to  a  great  extent,  under  which  their 
diforders  gained  ground,  and  their  health  became  mani- 
feftly  impaired;  fixteen  men  only  have  been  received 
into  thofe  wards,  during  the  above  time,  for  gonorrhoea  ; 
of  which,  five  had  all  the  appearances  and  fymptoms  of 
the  gonorrhoea  virulenta ;  the  remaining  eleven,  of  the 
benign  clafs ;  and  I  have  the  fatisfaction  of  declaring, 
that  all  of  them  were  cured  by  the  nitrous  acid  drink, 
without  the  aid  of  bleeding,  purgatives,  regimen,  or  any 
of  the  common  methods  of  cure.  In  all  thefe  cafes  of 
gonorrhoea,  (as  foon  as  the  heat  of  urine,  chordee,  and 
other  inflammatory  fymptoms  went  off),  we  threw  up  an 
injection,  compofed  of  from  four  to  fixteen  drops  of  the 
nitrous  acid,  in  eight  ounces  of  water:  no  difagreeable 
fymptoms  ever  followed  its  ufe,  neither  were  we  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  any  other  method  of  cure. 

But  whilft  I  am  thus  extolling  the  ufe  of  the  nitrous 
acid  in  thefe  cafes  of  fuccefs,  let  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  I 
mean  to  fay  that  it  has  not  failed :  it  has  failed  in  many 
inftances  ;  but  this  failure  of  the  nitrous  acid  has  been  in 
not  conquering  the  fymptoms  at  firft ;  for,  when  once 
removed,  they  have  nevery  to  my  knowledge,  occurred 
again ;  neither  did  any  of  the  patients,  before  they  were 
difcharged,  complain  of  any  diforder  about  them  ;  and  as 
the  greater  part  of  the  men  belong  to  fhips  conftantly  in 
and  out  of  this  port,  is  it  not  natural  to  fuppofe,  that, 
had  the  difeafe  broken  out  anew,  they  would  have  been 
fent  to  this  Hofpital  ?  for,  fince  we  firft  began  to  give 
the  nitrous  acid  in  April,  1797,  and  notwithstanding  the 
number  of  men  who  have  been  difcharged,  cured  by  it, 
we  have  never  yet  feen  nor  heard  of  any  one  man  in 
which  the  difeaje  had  appeared  again  in  any  form  what- 
ever i 
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ever  ;  and  reft  afliired,  Sir,  mould  fuch  a  cafe  occur, 
I  will  immediately  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  tranfmitting 
the  particulars  of  it  to  you  :  but  we  will  for  a  moment 
fuppofe  that  the  difeafe  had  made  its  appearance  again  in 
.two  or  three  inftances  ;  ought  that  to  difcourage  gentle- 
men from  giving  the  nitrous  acid  ?  Do  we  not  too  often 
find  the  venereal  difeafe  appearing  again  after  the  beft 
conducted  courfes  of  mercury,  under  the  moft  eminent  of 
the  profeftion ;  yet  that  does  not  difcourage  the  ufe  of 
mercury  ;  ought  it  therefore  to  hold  good  with  regard  to 
the  nitrous  acid,  which  (it  is  agreed  upon  all  hands) 
does  not  injure  the   conftitution,   under   the  iongeft 
courfes,  in  the  moft  debilitated  and  fcrofulous  habits  ? 
From  the  whole  of  the  obfervations  we  have  been  able 
to  make,  it  appears  that  the  nitrous  acid  fucceeds  better 
in  chancres,  indurated  and  phagedenic  buboes,  excoria- 
tions about  the   anus,   fcrotum  and  pubes,  phymofis, 
warts  on  the  prepuce  and  glans,  blotches  on  the  face 
and  fcalp,  than  in  the  other  fymptoms  of  this  diforder; 
and  we  think  the  moft  advifable  method  to  be  purfued  in 
almoft  all  cafes  is,  to  begin  with  the  nitrous  acid  ;  and 
if,  after  three  weeks  or  a  month's  continuance,  it  mould 
be  found  that  the  fymptoms  have  not  relented  ;  then  i 
would  be  right  to  difcontinue  the  acid,  and  give  mercury 
in  fome  form  or  other,  for  a  ftiort  time  (not  fo  long  as  to 
produce  a  mercurial  habit),  and  then  to  begin  anew  witT 
the  acid.    In  feveral  cafes,  the  fymptoms  appear  to  yiel 
very  flowly  to  mercury,  where  the  nitrous  acid  had  bee 
previoufly  given  unfuccefsfully ;  more  particularly  i 
five  cafes,  the  penis  has  fwollen  to  an  alarming  fize,  an 
required  the  mercurial  courfe  to  be  pufhed  on  to  a 
unufual  extent  before  the  difeafe  gave  way.  The  nitrous 
acid  has  never  in  any  inftance  produced  the  fmalleft 

difpofition  tending  to  ptyalifm.   The  largeft  quantity  we 

have 
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have  ever  given  was  to  one  Thomas  Skinner,  a  marine, 
or"  a  truly  lcrofulous  habit,  who  was  received  for  a  very- 
large  phagedenic  bubo,  with  phymofis  and  chancres, 
who  took,  in  four  months  and  five  days,  307  diachms 
of  the  acid,  when  he  was  difcharged,  cured  of  this  com- 
plaint, although  he  was  deemed  unfit  far  the  fervice  on 
account  of  the  fcrofula.— It  is  a  matter  of  great  fur- 
prife  to  hear,  that  fome  praditioners  at  a  diftance  have 
not  been  able  to  cure  fyphilis,  in  any  of  its  ftages,  by  the 
acid.   It  is  to  be  hoped,  time  will  elucidate  this  myilery, 
and  fhew  the  reafon  of  their  failure,  who  have  not  to 
contend  with  the  prejudices  of  feamen,  the  defire  of 
avoiding  the  fervice  or  their  Ihips,  feigning  complaints, 
and  retarding  their  cures,  in  order  to  remain  in  an 
hofpital. 

Before  clofing  this  letter,  I  cannot  avoid  addreffing 
an  earneft  requeft  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  pleafed 
to  fay,  that  «  we  have  not  attended  to  thofe  criteria  by 
"  which  the  venereal  is  fo  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  other 
«  difeafes,"  to  ftate,  for  our  fatisfadKon  and  improve, 
ment,  what  the  difeafe  is,  which  we  are  daily  accuftomed 
to  receive  into  this  Hofpital,  and  which  we  have  always 
confidered  and  treated  as  venereal. 

I  am,  &c. 

^   ^    0  Stephen  Hammick,  Tun. 

To  Dr.  Beddoes.  j 


As  Mr.  Hammick  has  given  me  no  fubfequent  account 
of  any  relapfe ;  and  as  he  could  not  be  unmindful  of  his 
conditional  promife,  it  muft  be  concluded  that  no  relapfe 
has  come  to  his  knowledge. 

The  infinuations,  therefore,  derived  from  the  poffi- 
bility  of  fpontaneous  recovery,  and   from  the  non- 

per- 
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permanency  of  cures,  are,  in  the  prefent  irate  of  our 
information,  of  no  avail  againft  the  new  med.cincs.- 
There  is  a  particular  ftatement  (Efiay,  p.  218,  2 19)* 
which  might  be  interpreted  in  difparagement  of  the  treat- 
ment by  nitrous  acid  in  the  Plymouth  Hofpital.  But 
that  ftatement  is  grofsly  erroneous.     It  is  tins:  John 
Nowland,  after  being  apparently  cured  of  gonorrhoea 
and  phymofis,  had,  on  the  right  tibia,  a  fwellmg  fix 
inches  long;  on  the  left,  a  node  not  larger  than  a 
eoofe's  egg.    In  both  legs,  he  felt  excruciating  noc- 
Lnal  pains.  He  became  theEffayift's  patient,  March  23, 
j-qS     -  I  ordered  him  one  drachm  of  the  nitrous  acid, 
"diluted  with  a  quart  of  water,  to  be  taken  daily.  It 
"  was  incieafed  to  two  drachms  on  the  27th  ot  March, 
«  and  agreed  perfectly  well.    No  amendment  took  place 
cc  in  hisb  fymptoms  until  April  5*,  wto  his  pains  had 
*  become  'caller.    I  now  applied  blifters  to  each  of  the 
-nodes,  which  reduced  their  fize  confiderably  ,  i3tb, 
«c  the  pain  flail  diminifhes,  and  the  acid  gives  him  an  , 
«  £L* appetite.  x9th5  I  repeated  the .blifters  They 
Fc  agL  reduced  the  nodous  fwellings  :  the  pain  in  them 
«  trifling.    2?th,  the  nodes  have  le  ened 

«  and  more:  they  are  at  prefent  quite  ealy     I  con- 
cc  tinued  the  acid  till  the  7th  of  May  }  at  which  time,  he 
'    c,  intbrmed  me  of  his  having  been  previoufly  treated  in  a 
«  fnnilar  manner  at  the  Plymouth  Hofpital     His  ac- 
'  «  ount  was,  that  he  had  been  admitted  there  m  he 
«cM*g  of  December  laft,  and  that  he  was  d  f J 
«cb;hg;rgCd&as  an  invalid  unfit  for  fervice,  after.  MfaJ 
"  a  four  medicine  far  two  mmths." 

.  MAv  one  no,  X  Low  h  could  be  fo  pofitive!,  afcemined 
rfu         wa,  produced  by  the  externa hau 
intern,!  means!  Is  It  not  to  be  lau.en.cd that  bhrte,  » 
before  it  couid  polBblv  be  known  what  the  ac.d  would  do  ,^ 
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"  That  the  nocturnal  pains  had  in  this  cafe  been 
•*  totally  removed  by  the  acid,  was  evident  *  ;  but  how 
"  long  the  patient  would  continue  well,  was  very  un- 
<c  certain.  I  judged,  partly  from  my  late  experience, 
11  and  partly  from  the  man's  account,  that  his  relief 
"  would  probably  be  only  temporary ;  I  therefore  did 
t{  not  choofe  to  difmifs  him  without  endeavouring,  by  a 
4t  courfe  of  niercury,  to  procure  him  permanent  relief." — ■ 
Mercurial  ointment  was  rubbed  in,  one  drachm  in  24. 
hours ;  but  his  gums  were  foon  affected  ;  and  his 
mouth  and  bowels  became  fo  extremely  bad,  after  if» 
drachms,  that  the  ointment  was  left  off,  and  the  fourth 
part  of  a  grain  of  muriated  mercury  given  night 
and  morning.  It  is  added,  that  "  his  nodes  were'  now 
*c  ftill  mbre  leffened,"  (what!  Without  hliji en  ?)  "and 
"  indeed  one  of  them  had  intirely  difappeared ;  his  pains 
"  alfo  had  quite  left  him.  The  ptyalifm  at  prefent 
"  amounts  to  about  one  pint  in  a  day." — The  ufe  of 
muriated  mercury  commenced  June  7th,  and  the  preface 
to  the  Effay  is  dated  June  21ft. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  this  man  could  have  been 
crofs-examined  into  confeflion  of  the  truth.  Then,  per- 
haps, the  nitrous  acid  would  not  have  been  deprived  of 
the  honour  of  a  brilliant  cure  of  confirmed  lues;  For 
how  widely  Nowland's  account  departed  from  the  truth, 
will  be  manifeft  from  the  following  document : 

*  Yet  a  determined  adverfary  might  difpute  this  conceffion  to 
the  acid.  For,  befides  the  poflibility  of  nodes  and  pains  going 
off  fpontaneoufly,  why  ftiould  we  have  two  powers  for  the 
operation  on  the  nodes  ?  Are  not  blifters  faid  to  remove  pains, 
and  to  diminUh  fwellings  ?  (Hunter,  p.  356.)  Why,  then,  may 
not  they  have  eafed  the  pains  here  too  ?  "  becaufe  .they  tverc 
better  before  the  blifters  tUere  applied?"  Then  why  might  not 
the  nitrous  acid  have  lilcewife  dimimfbed  the  nodes  i  as  it  has 
done  in  other  cafes. 

P  EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MR.  HAMMIGK, 

On  confulting  the  prescription  book  in  which  Johr* 
Nowland,  who  has  been  faid  to  have  taken  a  four  medi- 
cine here  for  two  months,  was'  entered,  we  find  that  the 
above  patient  was  received  into  this  Hofpital  on  the  7th  of 
December,  1797,  put  on  the  nitrous  acid  drink  the  8th, 
invalided  about  the  16th,  and  that  he  quitted  the  Hofpital 
on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  having  taken  the  drink 
only  twenty  days,  inftead  of  two  months*  Nothing  can 
point  out  the  deplorablenefs  of  this  man's  cafe,  at  that 
time,  better  than  his  being  invalided  in  about  ten  days 
after  his  arrival  here,  it  being  a  general  rule  not  to  bring 
any  men  forward  as  objects  for  furvey,  unlefs  they  have 
been  more  than  thirty  days  in  the  Hofpital,  excepting 
very  roifcrable  and  apparent  cafes. 

I  am,  &c. 

Stephen  HamMick,  Jun," 

Royal  Hofpital,  Plymouth,  Sept,  10,  1798. 


On  what  falfe  ftatements  credulity  imputes  cures  and 
failures  to  different  practices,  is  fhewn  by  the  daily 
hiftory  of  medicine  and  quackery.  The  following  pre- 
tended relapfc  was  lately  notified  to  me  as  an  objection 
to  the  ufe  of  nitrous  acid.  It  may  find  its  way  into 
print  as  a  document  to  this  effecl.  A  gentleman  with  ve- 
nereal ulcers  of  the  fauces,  and  a  general  copper-coloured: 
eruption,  applied  to  me.  I  did  not  think  the  opinions  of 
the  patient  and  of  thofe  who  furrounded  him,  would 
permit  me  to  attempt  the  cure  without  mercury.  I 
therefore  ordered  mercurial  munition,  and  the  nitrous 

acid 
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acid  internally.  The  cure  proceeded  with  extraordinary 
rapidity.  The  patient,  who  was  more  carelefs  of  his 
health  than  any  perfon  I  ever  jaw,  expofed  himfelf  to 
cold  and  wet,  and,  in  fpitc  of  my  rcmonftrances,  quitted 
me  at  the  end  of  the  lecond  week,  fuppofing  himfelf  i'o 
nearly  cured  as  to  be  able  to  fuperintend  his  own  treat- 
ment. After  an  interval  of  fome  months,  I  have  been 
informed  that  this  gentleman  has  experienced  a  rclapfe, 
after  the  nitrous  acid  treatment. 


It  has  been  faid  over  and  over  again,  that  flight  cir- 
cumftances  are  often  character i flic.  There  is  no  reafon 
why  the  maxim  fhould  not  apply  to  hooks,  as  well  as 
perfons.  I  will  therefore,  in  taking  leave  of  the  EfTay, 
notice  a  very  minute  circumftance  indeed,  and  leave  it 
with  the  public  to  decide,  how  far  it  betrays  that  fpiritof 
exaggeration  in  which  the  whole  Firft  Part  feems  to  me 
to  be  conceived. 

In  reliance  on  the  promife  of  a  large  fupply  of  cafes 
from  Dublin,  I  had  announced  the  appearance  of"  a  firfl 
<£  and  perhaps  a  fecond  century  of  cafes  "  in  March  laft. — 
Section  Sixth  of  Chapter  Second  of  the  Effay  quotes  my 
words,  and  then  concludes,  "  I  am  anxioufly  expecting 
to  fee  thefe  two  hundred  cafes  collected  by  Dr.  Beddoes  ; 
not  doubting  that  farther  light  will  be  thrown  on  this 
interefting  enquiry."  p.  95. 

Do  not  "  thefe  two  hundred  cafes"  fhew  how  the 
writer  has  profited  by  Falftaff  and  his  men  in  buckram  ? 


II 
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II. 

Of  the  unfavourable  Experience  of  others, 

FEELING  it  impoflible  to  avoid  noticing  the  fubjecl 
of  the  preceding  fecSHan,  I  could  not  notice  it  nightly, 
nor  would  I  affect  the  tone  of  complaifance.  On  the 
prefcnt  head  I  may  be  very  concife.  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell 
has  ftrongly  warned  the  public  againft  the  nitrous  acid. 
He  attefls,  that  "  the  moll  diflrefsful  confequences  hav« , 
"  enfued  in  all  the  inftances  in  which  he  has  known  this 
"  acid  to  be  depended  upon  for  a  cure,  the  difeafe  having 
"  rapidly  gained  ground  in  all  of  them." 

Taking  it  for  granted,  in  fpite  of  what  Mr.  Adams 
(on  morbid  Poifons),  Mr.  John  Bell  (Difcourfes  on. 
JVounds)  or  any  other  may  contend,  that  Mr.  B.  Bell's 
clearnefs  of  head  and  talents  for  obfervation  equal  his 
induftry,  a  general  declaration  of  this  nature  can  avail 
but  little  with  thinking  men.  Mr.  Bell  fpeaks  of 
"  every  trial  which  he  has  made,"  and  "  all  the  in- 
"  fiances  he  has  known."  But  he  drops  not  a  hint 
of  their  real  number,  nor  of  their  circumftances.  Hi  ) 
may  alike  mean  five,  ten,  fifty,  or  a  hundred.  How 
cm  fuch  an  account  as  this  fland  in  the  face  of  exa&  de-  • 
tails  ? 

In  the  Reports,  and  in  the  prefent  collection,  will  be." 
found  unfavourable  atteftations  from  authors  to  whom 
I  am  intimately  convinced,  that  it  would  have  been  farr 
more  agreeable  to  report  full  fuccefs.    From  a  per-- 
fuafion  that  the  particulars  attending  failures  are  neceflary 
to  the  precifion  of  practice,  I  have  fpared  no  pains  to 
draw  out  atteftations  of  this  nature.     Befides  authors-: 
of  communications,  I  have  met  with  two  furgical  prac--j 

titioners,- 
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titioners,  who  have  informed  me  that  they  could  do  no- 
thing with  nitrous  acid.  The  abilities  of  both  I  rate 
highly.  One  informed  me,  that  he  was  not  fatisfied  as  to 
the  regularity  of  his  patients,  or  his  own  method.  The 
other  exprefles  himfelf  in  the  following  terms :  "  The 
"  whole  of  the  cafes  in  the  five  printed  meets  you  have 
**  fent  me  are  furprifnig  ;  efpecially  as  I  cannot  find  in 
"  my  own  practice,  or  that  of  my  neighbours  *,  any 
"  fimilar  fads.  In  the  fingle  cafe  I  mentioned  to  you 
«  in  my  laft  letter,  where  I  was  exceedingly  flattered  by 
"  the  firft  efFedr,  of  the  medicine,  I  was  afterwards  very 
"  much  difappointed.  The  general  health  of  the  man 
"  was  fo  very  much  improved,  that  I  was  deceived  into 
l<  a  fuppofition  that  the  fpecific  difeafe  was  giving  way, 
"  till  it  appeared  manifeftly,  that  not  the  fmalleft  ground 
tc  whatever  had  been  gained.  In  other  cafes  I  have  as 
**  yet  fucceeded  no  better. 

"  I  fufpecl,  however,  from  comparing  my  notes  with 
u  the  printed  reports,  that  I  have  not  given  the  medi- 
"  cine  in  dofes  fufficiently  large.  Nor  do  I  know  how 
"  I  can  do  it ;  for  all  my  patients,  after  a  week  or  two's 
€{  trial  of  5ifs  daily,  complain  moft  grievouflyof  ficknefs, 
w  vomiting,  diarrhoea,  &c,  &c.  and  moft  of  them  refufed 

to  continue  it." 

Of  the  author  of  this  letter,  and  of  others,  I  am  per^ 
fuaded  that  they  will  fo  far  hold  themfelves  in  fufpenfe, 
as  to  try  the  new  remedies  again  and  again,  where  they 
have  no  other  refource,  provided  the  fuccefsful  cafes 
reported,  mould,  for  the  moft  part,  appear  to  them  free 

*  The  experience  of  one  perfon,  included  under  this  term,  U 
contained  in  the  prefent  volume.   Two  others  are  named,, 


frorfl 
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from  fufpicion  of  error  and  fraud.  They  will  reflea, 
that  on  the  introduction  of  the  beft  remedies,  unfair 
practices  have  thrown  a  cloud  over  their  reputation,  and 
that  their  early  ufe  has  been  attended  with  difficulties. 
But  experience  has  difperfed  thefe  clouds,  and  fmoothed 
thefe  difficulties. 

The  effect  of  inftances  already  on  record,  in  ex- 
citing, a  fufpicion  of  want  of  perfeverance,  will  be 
lengthened  by  fafts  in  the  prefent  collection  \  and  in, 
this  point  of  view  I  confider  the  cafe,  of  which  the 
defcription  fills  the  principal  part  of  the  following  letter, 
as  remarkably  irtftructive ; 

LETTER   FROM   DR.  CLARKE,  OF  NEWCASTLE. 

Newcajile,  October  Jtb>  1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

AGREEABLY  to  your  defire,  I  tranfmit  you  the 
following  cafe,  extrafted  from  my  regifter  of  patients  in. 
the  Infirmary. 

:  William  Dawson,  aged  29,  was  admitted  on  tha 

-6th  of  October,  1797-  Thr?e  months  aS°>  he  fayS> 
a  chancre  appeared  upon  the  glans  penis,  which  fpread 
gradually,  and  became  a  very  foul  ulcer.  It  has  now 
deftroyed  two-thirds  of  the  prepuce,  and  at  leaft  one-half 
of  the  glans  penis,  infomuch  that  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra  cannot  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  eye.  The  ulcere 
tlons  have  a  floughy  bottom,  and  hard  tucked-in  edges. 
His  voice  is  hoarfe,  and  his  throat  is  fore,  but  not 
ulcerated  ;  and  he  obferves,  that  he  has  lately  caught 
cold  The  only  medicine  he  has  taken,  he  calls  the 
American  Tintiure,  which  appears  to  be  a  folution  of 
hydrargyria  muiiatus.  He  took  20  drops  of  it  twice  a 
day,  for  five  weeks  }  but,  for  three  weeks  befqre  coming 
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to  the  Infirmary,  he  was  irregular  in  its  ufe.  One 
drachm  of  the  nitric  acid,  mixed  with  eight  ounces  of 
water,  and  four  ounces  offyrup,  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
at  feparate  draughts  daily.  Nothing  was  applied  to  the 
ulcerations  but  a  little  lint,  fpread  with  unguent  urn  cera. 
On  the  30th  of  October,  the  nitric  acid  was  increafed  to 
two  drachms  in  the  above  vehicle.  Although  the  me- 
dicine has  been  given  j-egularly  by  the  apothecary's 
pupil,  to  prevent  evefy  rifque  of  deception,  the  ulcera- 
tion of  the  prepuce  is  larger,  and  that  of  the  glans  penis 
ftill  foul.  The  acid  agrees  well  with  his  ftomach  and 
bowels ;  he  makes  about  three  pints  of  urine  daily  ;  his 
pulfe  is  only  88,  and  his  hoarfenefs  better;  he  looks 
more  healthy.  The  nitric  acid  was  increafed  to  three 
drachms  daily,  in  a  pint  and  a  half  of  water,  and  half  a 
pint  offyrup.  November  14th,  he  has  taken  the  above 
quantity  of  acid  daily,  and  has  found  no  other  incon- 
venience from  it,  than  having  had  fometimes  two  loofe 
Itools  in  a  day.  This  effect,  however,  was  foon  re- 
moved by  an  occafional  opiate.  The  ulcerations-  hare 
-improved  rapidly  fince  the  increafed  dofe  of  the  acid  was 
taken.  The  fores  now  look  clean,  and  the  edges  are 
much  foftened.  He  makes  about  four  pints  of  urine  in 
the  24  hours.  His  pulfe  this  day  beat  100 ;  but  he  had 
been  out  a  walking.  Four  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  ; 
but,  upon  cooling,  it  did  not  appear  the  leaft  fizy. 
November  2ift,  the  ulcer  continues  to  heal — Pulfe  88— 
Urine  three  pints  daily— Appetite  good— He  is  ftrong 
and  healthy.  November  23d,  the  fore  is  -fearing  faft;; 
the  orifice  of  the  urethra  is  now  complete,  though"  at  frrft 
it  could  not  be  obferved.  Urine  clear,  about  two  quart's 
daily.  November  29th,  the -fore  is  nearly  healed  ;  but 
the  under  part  of  the  prepuce  is  ftill  hard,  and-looks  full ; 
lie  has  taken,  regularly,- three  drachms  of  the  nitric  acid 
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daily.  £)ecember  ift,  the  nitric  acid  was  increafed  t« 
half  an  ounce.  Pec.  15th,  no  improvement  in  the  fore 
for  three  or  four  days  paft.  The  nitric  acid  was 
ordered  to  be  increafed  to  four  drachms  and  a  half,  daily, 
Dec.  18th,  the  fore  almoft  perfe£Uy  cjcatrifed ;  but 
under  the  new  cuticle  there  remains  fome  little  hard 
.eminences.  The  appetite  is  good,  his  ftools  regular, 
and  his  pulfe  natural.  January  ift,  1798,  he  fays,  that, 
four  days  ago,  a  core,  or  piece  of  unfpund  flefh,  came 
put  with  the  dreffing  from  the  part  where  the  frasnum 
was  formerly  inferred.  It  is  now  a  fmall,  deep,  foul 
ulcer,  with  a  lloughy  bottom.  Although  I  was  much 
difappqinted  at  this  appearance,  it  was  ftill  determined 
upon,  that  he  fhould  perfevere  regularly  in  the  ufe  of  the 
nitric  acid.  January  8th,  the  afpect  of  the  ulcer  is  much 
improved,  and  has  filled  up  more  than  one  half.  Jan. 
15th,  the  fore  is  perfectly  clean,  but  has  not  filled 
up  much  fince  laft  week.  From  this  time,  the  fore  con- 
tinued in  a  healing  ftate,  and  was  perfectly  cicatrifed  on 
the  25th  of  January,  on  which  day  he  was  difmifled 
from  the  Infirmary.  He  returned  three  weeks  afterr 
wards,  and  continued  perfe£tly  well.  As  he  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood,  he  was  defired  to  return  if  the  com- 
plaint recurred ;  but  it  is  now  the  2d  of  Auguft,  and  he 
has  not  yet  made  his  appearance.  During  the  time  of 
this  patient's  refidence  in  the  Infirmary,  he  took,  without 
the  leaft  intermiflion,  3p8  drachms  of  the  nitric  acid, 
prepared  by  a  very  accurate  chymift  in  this  town.  It 
never  {hewed  the  leaft  effedt  in  accelerating  the  pulfe, 
nor  occaftoning  the  leaft  tendernefs  in  the  mouth.  It 
Was  drunk  through  a  glafs  tube.  He  fpon  improved  his 
appetite  j  and,  during  the  remainder  of  the  courfe,  he 
was  in  full  health  and  vigour.  But  at  the  fame  time  j 
J  am  of  opinion,  that  a  cure  would  have  been  more 
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fpeedily  effected  by  a  well-conducted  mercurial  courfe.  It 
u-ill  naturally  ftrike  you,  that,  in  particular  cafes,  much 
perfeverance  may  be  required  before  the  nitric  acid  begins 
to  exert  its  influence.  At  two  periods,  during  the  treatment 
of  this  patient,  had  it  been  laid  afide,  and  mercury  fubfti- 
tuted,  the  cafe  would  have  apparently  afforded  a  ftrong  in- 
ftance  of  the  inefficacy  of  the  acid.  Owing  to  the  ira* 
patience  of  the  attending  apothecary,  I  have  been  pre- 
vented from  afcertaining  the  effects  of  the  nitric  acid 
in  a  cafe  of  confirmed  lues,  where  no  mercury  had  been 
taken  previoufly  ;  becaufe  the  difeafe  had  not  yielded  in 
fourteen  days,  in  my  abfence  he  laid  it  afide  as  ufelefs ; 
and,  to  my  difappointment,  when  I  paid  my  next  vifit, 
the  patient  was  under  a  mercurial  falivation. 

In  private  practice,  the  cafes  being  very  urgent  where 
I  have  been  confulted,  I  have  not  trufted  to  the  nitric 
acidy  and  therefore  have  prefcribed  mercury.     But  in 
a  few  defperate  cafes  of  long  ftandingp  where,  from 
neglect,  and  from  trifling  practice  at  firft,  mercury  had 
failed  in  removing  the  difeafe,  I  have  had  recourfe  to  the 
nitric  acid,  but,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  without  fuccefs.  In 
one  cafe,  the  bones  were  carious,  and  the  ulcers  feemed 
to  partake  both  of  fcrofula  and  fyphilis.    Sixteen  ounces 
of  the  nitric  acid  were  taken  regularly;  but  as  it  had  no 
effect,  the  patient,  at  his  defire,  was  put  upon  a  courfe  of 
mercury,  which  removed  fome  of  the  fymptoms,  and 
fuppreffed  others.    The  nitric  acid  was  again  had  re- 
courfe to,  but  difagrced  with  the  bowels.    1  am,  with 
rnuch  efteem, 

Yours  truly, 

John  Clark. 

P.  S.  Since  extracting  the  cafe  of  W.  Dawfon,  I  re- 
ceived yours  of  Sept.  the  27th.  If  the  cafe  appears 
tedious,  ypu  have  full  liberty  to  abridge  it  in  any  manner 
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you  plcafe.  The  patient  has  riot  again  appeared  at  the 
Infirmary;  he  lives  only  five  miles  from  this  place; 
I  therefore  judge  that  no  relapfe  has  taken  place. 


Mr.  Kentish,  in  a  letter  accompanying  the  above 
communication,  remarks,  "  I  faw  and  attended  to  the 
*'  progrefs  of  the  cafe  Dr.  Clark  fends  you.  I  have  like- 
4C  wife  feen  fome  others  in  which  the  acid  has  been 
*<  ufeful,  particularly  when  the  patients  had  pufhed  the 
*'  mercurial  courfes  too  far.    It  has  appeared  to  me,  that 

the  morbid  actions  excited  by  mercury  are  more 
iC  readily  fubdued  by  its  ufe,  than  by  any  of  the  methods 
"  now  in  practice  j  and  if  the  patient  does  not  get  im- 
"  mediately  well  under  it's  ufe,  it  enables  the  fyftem  to 
tc  bear  a  renewal  of  mercury ;  at  all  events,  it  muft  be 
"  looked  upon  as  an  ufeful  auxiliary  :  and  I  beg  you  to 
"  accept  my  portion  of  thanks  for  having  excited  fuch  a 
"  general  inveftigation  of  its  powers.5' 


Cases  not  truly  fyphilitic,  though  treated  as  cafes  of 
confirmed  lues>  are  likely  to  do  fome  difcredit  to  medi- 
cines of  a  character  not  yet  eftablifhed,  however  little 
(on  failure)  they  may  affect  the  reputation  of  mercury. 

Mr.  Hunter's  afiertion,  (Tr.  on  the  Venereal 
D'tfeafe J  that  the  venereal  difeafe  is  fufpe&ed  to  be 
prefent  in  many  cafes  where  the  nature  of  the  diibrder  is 
not  well  marked,  applies,  I  think,  lefs  to  local  than  to 
conftitutional  fymptoms ;  for,  though  he  in  one  paffage 
confiders  blotches  and  ulcers  in  the  throat  as  figns 
the  moft  certain  that  occur  in  any  ftage  of  the  venereal 
complaint,  yet  in  other  places  he  has  exprcfiions,  calcu- 
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Uted  to  prevent  intlre  confidence  in  thefe  appearances  '*. 
He  even  advifes  to  fufpend  the  judgment  in  cafes  of 
doubt,  unlefs  there  have  been  "  preceding  local  fymptoms 
«  within  the  proper  date thus  making  the  primary,  a 
criterion  of  the  fecondary  ftate  ;  and,  in  general,  external 
circumftances  fo  fully  corroborate  the  fymptoms,  that 
practitioners  never  feel  more  aflured  of  having  difcrimi- 
nated  juftly,  or  are  perhaps  more  rarely  miftaken,  than  in, 
primary  affections.  The  following,  though  not  an  un- 
fuccefsful  inftance,  will  affift  in  proving,  that,  if  we  lay 
the  principal  ftrefs  upon  fecondary  cafes,  power  over  the 
venereal  complaint,  and  want  of  power,  may  often 
be  very  crroneoufly  afcribed,  both  to  nitrous  acid  and  to 
other  fub-ftances  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  tried 
in  confequence  of  the  virtue  imputed  to  nitrous  acid.  I 
think  it  right  to  ilate  the  cafe  fully  5  and  1  am  able  to  do 
it  with  fcrupulous  accuracy. 

About  feven  years  ago,  X.  Y.  contracted  a  chancre; 
and  being  then,  or  (hortly  after,  upon  a  journey,  and  in 
the  habit  of  living  freely,  neglected  the  ufual  remedies. 
In  the  courfe  of  a  couple  of  months,  the  chancre  had 
enlarged  itfelf  considerably,  his  throat  was  become 
ulcerated,  and  his  breaft,  arms,  and  head,  covered  with 

*  As  p.  321-21.  Ulcers  of  a  different  nature  "  fliall  have 
tf  the  appearance  of  being  venereal  ■  and  what  are  really 
f*  venereal  fliall  referable  thofe  that  are  not." — "  No  man  will 
**  be  fo  rafli  as  to  pronounce  what  a  difeafe  is  from  the  eye 
M  only."  p.  380.  "  Blotches  on  the  (kin  are  common  to  what 
"  is  called  fcorbutic  habits."—"  Moll  of  the  fymptoms  of  the 
"  venereal  difeafe,  in  all  its  forms,  are  common  to  many  other 
"  difeafes."—"  Lues  venerea  is  perhaps  fubject  to  lefs  variety 
4t  than  either  gonorrhoea  or  chancre,  and  its  mode  of  cure  is  of 
"  courfe  more  uniform  ;  although  the  difeafe  be  lefs  eaflly 
il  afcertaincd,  at  lcaft  for  fome  time."  p.  332. 
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copper-coloured  fpots,  which  the  phyfician  he  then  con- 
fulted  had  no  difficulty  in  pronouncing  to  be  venereal. 
By  his  direction,  he  underwent  a  courfe  of  mercurial 
frictions,  which  occupied  nearly  three  months,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  impregnating  the  fyftem 
with  the  quantity  proper  to  operate  effectually.  As  foon 
as  that  was  done,  the  fymptoms  gradually  went  off. 
Some  of  the  fpots  returned  after  he  had  difcontinued  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  but  foon  difappeared  of  themfelves.  His 
phyfician  pronounced  him  perfectly  cured,  and  he  thought 
himfelf  fo. 

About  nine  months  afterwards,  X.  Y.  had  an  attack  of 
the  fcarlet  fever ;  after  which,  the  fpots  returned,  fewer 
in  number  than  before,  but  alike  in  colour  and  in  fize, 
attended  alfo  with  a  flight  forenefs  of  the  throat.  He 
confulted  a  practitioner  of  experience,  who,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  primary  fymptoms,  had  little  hefitation  in  con- 
fidering  this  as  a  cafe  of  fecondary  fyphilis.  By  his  ad- 
vice, X.  Y.  again  reforted  to  the  ufe  of  mercury  ;  but, 
from  the  difficulty  formerly  attending  the  ufe  of  frictions, 
he  was  induced  to  prefer  the  internal  exhibition.  This 
he  continued  for  about  two  months,  with  the  occafional 
ufe  of  the  warm  bath.  The  forenefs  of  the  throat  was 
removed,  and  fome  alteration  produced  in  the  fpots. 
They  difappeared  foon  after,  upon  his  -going  into  a  more 
fouthern  climate. 

In  the  fummer  of  1793,  one  or  two  fpots  appeared 
again  upon  the  breaft,  unattended  with  any  other  fymp- 
toms. They  were  ftiewn  to  Dr.  Cyrillo,  of  Naples, 
who  was  clearly  of  opinion  they  were  not  venereal. 

In  the  winter  of  1796,  and  the  fpring  of  1797,  X.  Y. 
being  returned  to  England,  was  much  confined  to  feden- 
tary  employments,  in  the  damp  air  of  new  buildings,  and 
'frequently  expofed  to  wet  feet.  Spots,  which  appeared  to 
c  him 
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kim  fimilar  to  the  former,  began  to  fhew  themfelves 
about  the  navel,  and  foon  fpread  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of 
zone  round  the  body.  They  were  alfo  fcantily  fprinkled 
over  his  arms,  but  particularly  large  and  diftincT:  in  the 
palms  of  his  hands.  A  fmall  one  appeared  above  his 
right  eye,  and  one  behind  his  right  ear.  They  were 
attended  with  ftiffhefs  of  all  the  joints  of  the  fingers,  and 
forenefs  of  the  lower  ones  when  rubbed,  with  aching 
pains  in  the  wrifts,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back, 
about  the  os  facrum  j  with  weaknefs  and  inflammation 
of  the  eyes,  ftupefying  head-achs,  and  general  weaknefs 
or  torpor  of  the  fyftem.  There  was  no  forenefs  of  the 
throat,  and  no  formation  of  nodes.  The  pains  were  not 
increafed  by  warmth,  and  were  eafier  in  bed. 

X.  Y.  finding  the  above  fymptoms  ftationary  for  fome 
months,  again  confulted  a  medical  friend,  who,  from  the 
whole  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  as  well  as  the  appearance  of 
the  fpots,  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  they  were  in- 
dicative of  a  renewal  of  fecondary  fyphilis,  and  recom- 
mended a  recurrence  to  mercurial  remedies. 

Their  internal  and  external  application  was  ac- 
cordingly again  reforted  to,  during  two  or  three  months. 
Sorenefs  of  the  mouth  was  fometimes  flightly  produced, 
but  could  never  be  kept  up  for  any  length  of  time,  as  the 
mercury  was  always  carried  off  by  a  fevere  diarrhoea. 
Yet  the  fpots  on  the  head  and  in  the  hands,  and  the 
ftiffnefs  of  the  fingers  and  forenefs  of  the  joints  were 
removed,  the  eyes  ftrengthened,  the  head-ach  fomewhat 
diminifhed,  and  the  general  apathy  of  the  fyftem  much 
abated. 

The  fpots  on  the  body  were  unaltered,  and  the  pains 
in  the  back,  accompanied  more  or  lefs  with  head-ache, 
foon  returned,  increafed  perhaps  bv  dejection  of  fpirits 
from  the  failure  of  fo  many  repetitions  of  the  mer- 
curial treatment.  f  ' 
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In  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer,  my  opinion  was 
afked  on  the  probable  efficacy  of  the  nitrous  acid.  I  had 
no  hefitation  in  advifing  the  trial  of  fo  fafe  a  courfe, 
believing  that  the  general  health  could  not  fail  to  be 
greatly  improved,  whatever  might  be  the  iflije  as  to  the 
difeafe.  The  want  of  any  one  diftin£l  fymptom  led 
me  to  doubt  whether  the  affedtion  was  of  a  fyphilitic 
nature.  The  fpots  were  of  a  lighter  yellow  than  I  had 
ever  feen  in  undoubted  lues  venerea.  Of  two  ex- 
perienced  furgeons,  who  by  my  defire  examined  the 
patient,  one  pronounced  the  complaint  to  be  venereal : 
the  other,  with  me,  rather  difbelieved  than  doubted  this 
opinion.  The  fpots,  by  reafon  of  their  fhade,  were  not 
decifive,  though  we  were  told  that  they  were  as  dark  as 
at  the  commencement  of  the  laft  mercurial  courfe,  when 
the  ftiffhefs  of  the  joints  was  relieved.  Expofure  to  cold 
feemed  to  account  fatisfaclorily  enough  for  the  pains. — - 
Under  this  uncertainty,  60  drops  of  nitrous  acid,  in 
a  quart  of  water,  mixed  up  with  about  6oz.  of  fugar, 
were  prefcribed.  Ten  drops  per  day  were  added  to  the 
dofe,  until  it  had  reached  100  drops,  ufing  alfo  the  hot- 
bath  at  96,  for  an  hour  every  morning,  fo  as  not  to 
perfpire  afterwards.  At  the  end  of  the  fir  ft  week,  the. 
pains  in  the  back,  and  alfo  in  the  legs  and  wrifts,  which 
before  were  heavy  and  dull,  became  more  acute.  The 
fpots  feemed  to  look  redder.  The  acid  produced  ih- 
crealed  infenfible  perfpiration,  and  agreed  perfe&ly  with 
the  ftomach,  much  improving  the  appetite. 

Upon  leaving  off  bathing  for  a  day,  but  continuing 
to  take  the  acid,  the  fpots  refumed  their  former  colour.' 

In  the  iecond  week,  the  dofe  of  nitrous  acid  was 
gradually  increafed  to  130  drops,  and  the  ufe  of  the  bath 
continued.  The  fpots  extended  themfelvcs,  and  the 
pains  were  fomewhat  diminiflied,  which  the  patient 
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thought  might  be  owing  to  the:  finenefs  of  the  weather, 
as  they  were  always  fubjeifi  to  fome  variation  from  that 
caule.    The  fpirits  and  appetite  continued  good. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  third  week,  the  patient 
being:  defirous  of  taking  an  excurfion,  and  no  fufficient 
reafon  exifting  for  continuing  on  the  fame  fpot,  I 
advifed,  merely  for  convenience  fake,  the  fubftitution  of 
oxygenated  muriate  of  potafti,  in  the  place  of  the  nitrous 
acid.  This  was  taken,  at  firft,  in  dofes  of  three  grains, 
two  dofes  per  day;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  fix  days  (the 
duration  of  his  abfence)  was  increafed  to  24  grains.  The 
pains  had  increafed  at  firft,  but  at  his  return,  were  much 
the  fame  as  when  he  fet  out. 

During  the  fourth  week,  he  augmented  the  dofe 
from  30  to  60  grains  per  day,  taking  it  in  fmall  dofes  at 
intervals,  as  fuited  his  convenience,  and  ufing  the  warm 
bath  for  an  hour  in  the  morning,  every  other  day.  The 
pains  were  troublefome,  and  attended  with  a  (light  cold, 
and  inflammation  of  the  fauces. 

In  the  two  firft  days  of  the  fifth  week,  the  dofe  was 
increafed  to  80  and  90  grains,  and  the  ufe  of  the  bath 
continued.  But  the  pains  and  fwelling  of  the  fauces 
being  upon  the  increafe,  although  the  cold  was  gone,  the 
patient  attributed  it  to  fome  inflammatory  power  in  the 
muriate,  and  lowered  the  dofe  to  40  grains  in  the  fub- 
fequent  days  of  the  week,  when  the  inflammation 
fubfided. 

Neither  the  fpots  nor  pains  having  been  in  any 
degree  removed  or  diminifhed,  but  rather  increafed 
under  the  ufe  of  the  muriate,  it  was  thought  hopelefs  to 
proceed  with  it.  Mercurial  frictions,  combined  with  the 
internal  ufe  of  nitrous  acid,  were  next  tried. 

The  patient  employed  an  operator  to  rub  in  of 
the  unguentum  fortius   as  much  as  the  fkin  would 

take, 
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take  *,  for  one  hour  in  the  morning,  and  one  in  the 
evening,  and  took  100  drops  of  nitrous  acid  per  day, 
ufing  the  warm  bath  every  fecond  day.  The  mercury 
paffing  off  through  the  bowels  I  advifed  difcontinuing  the 
ufe  of  the  acid  at  the  clofe  of  the  fixth  week.- 

During  the  feventh,  the  rubbing  in  was  continued 
as  before,  and  fmall  dofes  (25  to  30  drops)  of  laudanum 
taken  to  flop  the  purging,  which  it  effected.  At  the 
conclufion  of  this  week,  the  patient  complained  that  his 
thighs,  arms,  and  legs,  where  the  frictions  had  been  per- 
formed, were  one  continued  fore,  but  that  no  tafte  was 
yet  fenfible  in  the  mouth,  nor  did  there  appear,  during 
the  frictions,  much  diminution  of  the  ointment  laid  on  : 
he  however  perfevered,  during  the  eighth  and  ninth 
~weeks,  with  the  frictions,  once  a  day,  adding  thereto  the 
internal  ufe  of  mercury.  He  took  two,  and  fometimes 
three  of  the  pilulas  hydrargyri  daily,  containing  1 §  grs. 
of  mercury  each,  adding  fmall  dofes  of  opium,  and  of  the 
miftura  cretacea,  to  keep  the  ftomach  in  order. 

All  this  produced  but  a  very  flight  forenefs  of  the 
mouth ;  and  it  being  impollible  to  go  on  with  the  fric- 
tions any  longer,  from  the  inflamed  furface,  the  internal 
dofe  was  increafed  and  continued  during  the  I oth  week, 
the  mouth  continuing  flightly  fore.  The  pains  had 
been  variable  during  the  whole  of  this  time,  and  no 
alteration  was  produced  in  the  fpots. 

All  hopes  of  filling  the  fyftem  with  mercury  by  the 
ufual  means  being  now  at  an  end,  I  advifed  a  trial  of  the 
method  of  fumigating  with  the  calx  of  mercury,  adopted 
by  Mr.  Abernethy  from  the  Chevalier  Lalouette. 

An  apparatus  was  conftructed,  confuting  of  a  box  or 
pulpit,  2  feet  6  inches  diameter,  and  4  feet  6  inches 

*  The  ufe  of  this  unlimited  quantity  was  the  patient's  own 
aft  and  deed. 
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high,  with  a  door  in  front.  The  patient  feated  himfelf 
in  it,  naked  ;  and  the  whole  body,  excepting  the  head, 
Was  inclofed.  The  joint  at  the  neck  was  made  tight,  by 
a  kind  of  purfeof  oiled  filk,  upon  which  wet  cloths 
were  laid.  Before  the  patient  entered,  a  heated  iron, 
4  inches  fquare,  and  2  thick,  was  placed  upon  a  chafing 
dim  (without  charcoal)  at  the  bottom.  When  the  door 
was  fhut,  the  whole  was  fufficiently  tight  to  retain  the 
fumes  of  the  calx,  which  were  fprinkled  upon  the  heater 
through  a  thin  tube  from  without.  The  patient's 
flannel  drawers  and  under-waiftcoat  were  fubje&ed  to 
the  operation  with  him  j  and  care  was  taken,  when  he 
came  out,  to  rub  off  as  little  of  the  calx  as  could  be 
avoided.  Half  an  oz.  of  the  calx,  prepared  according 
to  Mr.  Abernethy's  directions,  was  ufed  each  time,  in 
about  twenty  minutes  ;  and  the  heat  was  not  greater 
than  fufficient  to  induce  a  very  flight  perfpiration. 

The  patient  underwent  one  of  thefe  fumigations 
daily,  and  continued  the  ufe  of  mercury  internally,  in  the 
fame  dofes  as  before,  during  the  eleventh  week.  The 
fame  flight  degree  of  forenefs  of  the  mouth  was  main- 
tained, but  not  increafed.  The  fpots  grew  lighter 
coloured,  but  the  pains  were  not  afFe&ed  by  this  treat- 
ment. 

The  patient,  now  naufeating  the  internal  ufe  of  mer- 
cury, determined,  of  his  own  accord,  to  try  ftrong  dofes 
of  the  nitrous  acid,  with  the  fumigation.  I  adviled  him 
to  combine  with  them  the  inhalation  of  oxygene  gas. 
The  twelfth  week,  he  fumigated  once  a  day,  and  gra- 
dually increafed  his  daily  dole  of  nitrous  acid,  from  ioo 
to  210  drops,  in  a  quart  of  water,  inhaling  about  two 
'quarts  of  oxygene  at  the  time  of  fumigation.  This  was 
continued  the  earlier  part  of  the  13th  week,  and  pro- 
duced coftivenefs,  and  an  unpleafant  oppreflive  fenfation 

Q  upon 


(     228  ) 


upon  the  ftomach  ;  to  relieve  which,  I  prefcribed  aloetie 
pills,  and  advifed  a  diminution  of  the  dofe  of  nitrous 
acid.  The  opprefiive  fenfation  upon  the  ftomach  and 
diaphragm,  attended  with  ficknefs  and  head-ach,  re- 
mained to  the  end  of  the  week.  The  fpots  had  regained 
their  original  colour,  and  the  forenefs  of  the  mouth  was 
entirely  gone.  It  was  therefore  concluded,  that  this 
method  of  exhibiting  the  mercury,  like  the  former  ones, 
had  ceafed  to  produce  any  effect.  The  pains  in  the  back 
and  legs  had  fenfibly  diminifhed  under  this  latter 
treatment. 

X.  Y.  remained  under  my  care  only  another  week, 
during  which  he  took  flight  dofes  of  the  nitrous  acid, 
mixed  up  with  preparations  of  fpices  ( aqua  cinnam.  aqua 
■piment.  Jyrup  zinzib.) — He  faid,  he  ft  111  felt  a  conftric- 
.tion  of  the  diaphragm,  which  he  attributed  to  the  large 
dofes  of  nitrous  acid  he  had  before  taken. 

When  he  left  me,  I  could  not  obferve  that  any  altera-  • 
tion  had  been  effected  in  the  fpots  ;  and  he  now  in-  ■ 
forms  me  that  they  ftill  remain  the  fame,  but  that  he  is ; 
almoft  free  from  pains,  and  enjoys  his  general  health  as. 
.v^ell  as  at  any  period  of  his  life.  He  has  taken  no  me-- 
dicine  whatever,  fince  he  left  me,  which  is  now  three--] 
quarters  of  a  year. 

Although  this  is  to  be  put  down  as  a  cure  in  which' 
nitrous  acid  probably  bore  a  fhare,  yet,  from  the  im>-. 
preflion  I  received  at  the  moment,  and  from  fubfequentt 
reflection,  I  am  difpofed  to  think  that  the  pains  arofe; 
from  the  damps,  to  which  the  patient  has  not  beem 
expofed  fince-his  recovery.  I  can  give  no  fatisfactory, 
account  of  the  fpots ;  but  it  is  obvious  to  conjecture,, 
that  they  may  bear  the  fame  relation  to  venereal  blotches, 
as  certain  ulcers,  which  appear  after  chancres  are  healed, 
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If  conclufions,  deduced  from  the  treatment  of  cori-> 
firmed  lues,  are  thus  liable  to  fallacy  on  account  of  the: 
occafional  obfcurity  of  the  difeafe,  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe 
alfo  prefents  a  confiderable  difficulty  of  another  kind* 
Mercury,  not  very  unfrequently,  fcarce  palliates,  or  does 
but  palliate  for  a  fhort  time.  In  the  late  publications, 
the  quantity  of  examples  is  by  no  means  inconfiderable, 
though  but  a  fmall  number  of  practitioners  have  re- 
lated their  experience.  The  EfTay,  if  I  count  right, 
has  no  lefs  than  feventeen  out  of  thirty-feven  cafes 
of  confirmed  lues,  which  exhibit  the  failure  of  mer- 
curials. It  feems,  therefore,  as  if  a  vaft  deal  of  evidence 
refpe&ing  confirmed  lues,  and  that  often  of  a  queftionable 
nature,  muft  be  adduced,  before  the  public  can  come  to 
any  decifion  on  the  comparative  merits  of  the  different 
methods.  I  mall  affign  a  ftill  more  general  reafon 
below,  why  fecondary,  deferve  at  leaft  no  greater  atten- 
tion than  primary,  cafes. 

The  irregularity  of  patients  has  probably  been  fome* 
times  a  fource  of  difappointment  from  the  ufe  of  nitrous 
acid.  Much  here  depends  upon  tractability  and  the 
management  of  the  mind.  I  cannot  fay  I  have  ever 
found  it  difficult,  except  in  one  inftance,  to  get  invalides 
to  continue  the  nitrous  acid  as  long  as  I  thought  ne- 
ceffary;  and  I  have  carried  it  to  as  large  dofes,  and 
as  long  continued,  as  any  body.  Thofe  who  have  more 
to  do  with  patients  of  a  lefs  cultivated  clafs,  muft  ex- 
perience more  of  this  difficulty. 

Whenever  the  fy mptoms  appear  obftinately  fta- 
tionary  or  retrograde,  the  fubftitution  of  ibme  analogous 
fubftance  offers  itfelf  as  a  refource.  Chemiftry  prefents  a 
long  fucceffion  of  oxygenous  faline  ftimuli,  which  it 
would  be  needlefs  to  enumerate.  It  would  feem,  from 
feme  of  the  preceding  facts,  as  if  the  fulphuric  and 

Q a  phofphoric 


(  ) 

phofphoric  acids  deferved  trial.  We  are,  indeed,  far  from 
knowing  that  they  are  generally  inferior  to  the  nitrous 
acid.  The  attentions,  neceflary  in  adminiftering  mer- 
cury, point  out  clearly,  that  mcafuies  fhould  betaken  for 
preventing  ficknefs  and  purging,  when  the  new  remedies 
produce  thefe  inconveniences.  In  moft  cafes,  I  imagine 
the  addition  of  fyrup  or  fpice,  with  the  ufe  of  opium,  will 
be  effectual. 

If  it  be  proved  that  thefe  bodies  are  real  antifyphilitics, 
it  remains,  where  they  fail  in  an  adequate  dofe,  and 
without  producing  violent  effefts,  to  enquire  into  the 
more  hidden  countering  caufes.    The  remarkable  dif- 
covery  of  Mr.  Cruickfhanks,  relative  to  the  tranfition  of 
oxygenated  muriate  into  the  urine,  which  no  doubt  will 
be  more  amply  detailed  in  Dr.  Rollo's  work  on  the 
Diabetes  Mellhus,  may  be  regarded  as  a  pledge  of  fuccefs 
in  this  enquiry.    To  eftimate  the  effecl  of  counteracting 
caufes,  is  effential  to  all  philofophy  ;  and  the  new  faline 
antifyphilitics  have  too  many  recommendations  to  be  aban- 
doned on  the  firft  clamour  of  difappointment,  or  in  com- 
pliment to  furgical  authors  and  furgical  practitioners, 
who  may  fear  left  their  own  confequence  mould  be  di- 
minifhed  by  the  introduaion  of  remedies,  fo  much  lefs 
hazardous,  and  probably  of  more  eafy  management,  than 

mercury.  .    .  _  c 

The  fearch  after  latent  differences  in  inftances  of 
fyphilis,  apparently  fimilar,  will  tend  to  introduce  an 
accuracy  of  diftinaion  hitherto  unknown,  however 
deurable,  in  general  medicine.  Every  renewing  prac- 
titioner, I  apprehend,  muft  have  regretted  that  all 
diagnofes  in  difeafes  have  been  hitherto  founded  on  grots 
appearances  ;  whereas  the  different  operation  or  the.  lame 
remedies  daily  demonftrates  the  diffimilarity  of  caies, 
pronounced  fimilar.    But  the  diffimilarity  depends  on 

con- 
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concealed  motions,  and  combinations  of  motions,  which 
we  muff  learn  how  to  detect,  before  our  art  can  attain 
to  any  tolerable  certainty. 


m 

Firji  ghiejlions  to  be  folved. 

COARSE  preliminary  experience,  fuch  as  is  retailed 
in  moft  medical  writings,  has  a  number  of  queftions  to 
folve  relpecting  the  ufe  of  nitrous  acid,  and  of  fubftances 
fuppofed  analogous  in  the  venereal  difeafe.    To  confine 
the  inveftigation  (in  compliance  with  a  propofal  already 
made,  and  "of  which  we  fhall  hear  again)  to  fecondary 
cafes  chiefly,  would  be  to  facrifice  public  utility  to 
the  faftidioufnefs  always  manifefted  by  perfons  who  affect 
peculiar  lights,  whether  on  this  or  any  other  fubjecT:. 
We  cannot  be  long  deceived  by  the  natural  courfe  of  the 
primary  diforder.    Spontaneous  cures  are  by  no  means 
frequent ;  and  what  diminishes  the  rifque,  is,  that  where 
chancres  difappear  without  medicine,  fecondary  fymptoms 
will  often  "break  out. 

The  great  mother-problem  is,  whether  thefe  remedies 
will  do  any  fort  of  good  in  the  venereal  difeafe.  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  few  obfervers  will  enlift  under  the.  new  or 
the  old  practice,  and  wage  a  controverfial  war  with  the 
factious  rage  of  Guelphs  and  Ghibellines.  Reafonable 
men  will  attend  to  nature  and  teftimony,  with  the  defire 
of  availing  themfelves  of  the  feparate  or  joint  advantages 
of  mercurials,  and  of  acids,  or  neutral  falts. 

The  fubordinate  queftions  are  various:  Whether  the 
treatment  recently  propofed  can  be  fubjlituted  for  the  old ; 
and  under  what  circumflanccs  ?  Whether  the  power*  can 
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be  more  advantageoujly  employed  in  conjunction  than  Jepa- 
paratcly  ;  and  under  what  circumjiances  ? — Not  only 
would  a  well-eftablimed  affirmative  to  any  one  of  thefe 
queries  vindicate  from,  the  charge  of  futility  the 
labours  of  thofe,  who  have  exerted  themfelves  in  this 
field  of  enquiry,  but  would  bring  out  a  conclufive 
anfwer,  deferving  more  than  ten  times  the  labour  yet 
beftowed. 

Many  of  the  cafes,  now  and  formerly  put  into  pof- 
feffion  of  the  public,  bear  on  the  firft  point.  But  a  cafe 
treated,  among  others,  in  a  clinical  ward  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Infirmary,  with  a  particular  view  to  demonftrate 
to  the  ftudents  the  real  effecT:  of  nitrous  acid,  goes,  of 
itfelf,  very  far  towards  proving,  that  the  new  fubftances 
have'  real  antivenereal  efficacy,  ftmilar  in  the  ultimate 
refult  to  mercurials.  It  was  a  fecondary  cafe,  with 
venereal  ulcers  of  the  breaft. 

Dr.  Hope,  ProfefTor  of  Chemiftry,  mentioned  to  me 

this  cafe. 

The  following  memorandum,  which  I  obtained,  his 
permiffion  to  infert  in  the  prefent  collection,  contains  the 
fubftance  of  what  I  learned  from  him.  It  has  patted 
under  his  infpedlion,  and  may  be  depended  upon  as 
accurate. 

E.  B.  was  admitted  into  the  Clinical  Ward  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh,  on  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1796. 

There  were  feveral  fores,  of  a  venereal  afpect, 
around  the  nipple  of  her  right  breaft,  which  were  at- 
tended by  a  painful  fenfation  of  itchinefs  and  burning 
heat. 

SHE.afcribed  the  complaint  to  her  having  fuckled 
a  child,  the  offspring  of  difeafed  parents,  which  died  at 
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I  the  age  of  five  weeks,  having  its  body  covered  with 
la  loathibme  eruption.    Her  own  infant,  to  which  fhe 
gave  fuck  after  the  death  of  the  other,  hecame  affected 
with  ulcers  in  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  foon  died. 

During  fome  days,  that  were  allowed  to  pafs  without 
the  ufe  of  any  remedy  for  her  complaint,  the  fores 
remained  unchanged. 

Nov.  23d,  Dr.  H.  directed  her  to  take  3L  of  the 
acidum  nitrofum  dilutum,  Edinb.  Ph.  diluted  with  Jfci.  of 
water,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The  quantity  of  the 
acid  liquor  was  gradually  augmented  to  ifeij.  containing 
3iv.  of  the  fame  diluted  acid. 

Nov.  26.  The  painful  fenfations  from  the  fores  were 
confiderably  diminifhed. 

Nov.  29.  The  fores  had  begun  to  heal,  and  were 
fomcwhat  contracted  in  fize  ;  and,  by  the  9th  of  -Decem- 
ber, all  the  ulcers  were  whole,  and  the  parts  completely 
fkinned  over. 

Dec.  12.  The  catamenia  appeared,  for  the  firft  time 
fince  her  delivery ;  and  fhe  had  fome  head-ach  and  fick- 
nefs.    The  acid  liquor  was  difcontinued. 

Dec.  15.  Some  degree  of  pain  and  burning  heat  re- 
turned to  their  former  feat ;  and,  Dec.  16,  the  recently- 
foi  med  fkin  appeared  redder  than  ufual.  She  was  ordered 
to  recommence  the  ufe  of  the  acid  liquor,  in  the  fame 
quantity  as  before. 

Dec  19.  Senfation  of  burning  heat,  and  rednefs, 
were  entirely  gone. 

From  this  time,  fhe  remained  free  from  complaint, 
and  continued  the  ufe  of  the  acid  liquor  to  the  28th, 
when  fhe  ceafed  to  take  it. 

Jan.  5,  1797.  She  again  began  to  feel  the  itchinefs, 
fend  burning  heat  around  the  nipple.  They  increafed  ; 
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and,  in  a  few  days,  the  parts  became  red  and  fuperficially 
ulcerated. 

Jan.  9.  The  acid  liquor  was  directed  as  before.  Ia 
two  days,  the  uneafinefs  from  the  breaft  began  to  de- 
cline ;  and,  in  five  or  fix,  it  was  entirely  removed.  At 
the  fame  time  the  ulcers  began  to  heal.  They  were 
fkinned  over,  and  the  parts  exhibited  a  healthy  ap- 
pearance, on  the  19th. 

She  perfevered  in  taking  the  acid  liquor  for  three 
weeks,  and  remained  free  from  complaint. 

Rather  fooner  than  had  been  intended,  fhe  was  dif- 
mifled  from  the  Hofpital,  on  account  of  irregular  be- 
haviour, apparently  cured. 

In  about  three  months,  fhc  returned  to  the  Hofpital, 
with  her  breaft  very  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate,  both  as  to 
pain  and  ulceration,  in  which  it  was  at  her  former 
admiffion.  She  came  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Gregory* 
who  immediately  had  recourfe  to  mercury.  In  a  fort- 
night, her  breaft  got  well  j  but  the  mercury  was  con- 
tinued, in  fuch  quantity  as  to  affect  her  mouth  con- 
fiderably,  for  three  weeks  longer. 

The  woman  remained  well  for  about  ten  months  ;  at 
the  end  of  that  period,  the  itchinefs  returned,  in  a  {light 
degree,  to  the  parts  around  the  nipple.  It  gradually 
increafed.  The  fenfation  of  burning  heat  alfo  foon  arofe, 
and  the  fuperficial  ulcerations  quickly  followed. 

•  On  the  12th  July,  1798,  fhe  was,  for  the  third  time, 
received  into  the  Clinical  Ward,  and,  for  the  fecond 
time,  under  Dr.  Hope's  care. 

In  addition  to  the  affection  of  the  breaft,  fhe  had  flight 
pains  about  the  head,  fhoulders  and  limbs,  which  were 
moft  felt  during  the  night. 

July  13th.  She  was  ordered  to  take  gr.v.  of  the  fuper- 
oxygenated  muriate  of  potato,  twice  a  day.    The  dor~ 
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was  gradually  augmented,  till,  on  the  18th,  it  amounted 
to  gr.  xij.  thrice  a  day. 

July  22d.  The  fenfation  of  burning  heat  was  much 
lefs,  and  the  fores  were  confiderabiy  contracted. 

July  24th.  The  fores  were  all  fkinned  over;  but  the 
fenfation  of  heat  $11,  in  a  flight  degree,  remained. 

July  28th.  The  breaffc  appeared  perfectly  found; 
yet  fome  itchinefs  was  felt  occafionally. 

The  pains  about  the  head  had  left  her  fome  time  ; 
thofe  of  the  moulder  and  limbs  ftill  plagued  her. 

At-, this  time  the  Clinical  Ward  was  fliut,  and  E.  15. 
paHed  to  the  charge  of  Dr.  Hamilton ;  when,  according 
to  the  plan  which  Dr.  Hope  had  defigned  fhe  mould 
follow,  fhe  was  put  upon  a  courfe  of  mercury  and 
decoclion  of  farfaparilla. 

On  Sept.  10th,  file  was  difmiffed,  apparently  cured. 

Whether  the  joint  or  fole  employment  of  the  new 
remedies  {hall  become  a  common  practice  or  not,  there 
are  fituations  in  which  an  operation  fuch  as  is  afcribed  to 
them  is  greatly  needed.  Mr.  Hunter,  who  mentions 
the  treatment  of  mercury  as  a  fignal  proof  of  human 
levity,  and  ingratitude,  p.  335,  does  yet  virtually  ac- 
knowledge the  purfuit  of  other  fpecifics  to  be  thus  far 
rational,  viz.  in  flight  cafes,  where  it  may  be  incon- 
venient or  improper  to  give  mercury  on  account  of  fome 
other  difeafe,  p.  367  ;  where  mercury,  by  exciting  un- 
reftrainable  evacuations,  produces  little  or  no  effect  on 
the  difeafed  actions  ;  where  the  quantity  of  mercury 
would  be  too  much  for  the  conftitution  to  bear  ;  and 
where,  having  been  adminiftered  till  the  local  fymptoms 
have  yielded,  confirmed  lues  has  broke  out,  and  been  in 
vain  treated  by  variety  of  mercurials. 


IV. 
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IV. 

Of  Relapfes. 

ON  this  topic,  as  it  ftands  connected  with  nitrous- 
acid,  I  have  nothing  farther  to  fay.  I  cannot  help  la- 
menting, however,  that  critica]  obfervers,  poffeffed  of 
ample  opportunities,  fhould  have  fo  much  negledled  the 
invqftigation  of  relapfes. 

After  ftudying  the >  moft  celebrated  works  on  lues 
venerea,  the  enquirer  will  find  that  the  whole  doctrine  of 
relapfes  is  to  be  built  up  from  the  very  foundations.  Yet 
it  would  be  curious  and  ufeful  to  determine  by  what 
external  and  internal  caufes  they  are  favoured^  and  whether 
it  is  indifferent  *^  in  refpeSi  to  the  danger  ofrelap/e,  by  what 
means  the  fyphilitic  actions  have  been  fuperfeded.  I  know 
what  opinion  prevails  refpe&ing  muriated  mercury ; 
I  have  attended  to  Mr.  Theden's  large  experience ;  and 
I  perceive  that  in  the  constitutional  cafe  related  by  Mr. 
Hunter  to  fhew  that  guaiacum,  externally  and  internally 
applied,  has  "  confiderable  fpecific  power  over  the 
difeafe,"  p.  367,  the  venereal  fores  broke  out  again 
in  a  fortnight.  Yet  I  find  it  difficult  to  perfuade  myfelf, 
that  this  point  has  ever  been  thoroughly  examined. — ■ 
Mr.  Hunter  may  have  been  in  the  fame  fituation  with 
regard  to  guaiacum,  as  he  fays  our  anceftors  were  with 
regard  to  mercury.  He  may  not  have  known  the  moft 
advantageous  way  of  administering  it.  Nor  does  it 
appear  that  he  obferved  the  rule  he  himfelf  lays  down  in 

*  Does  the  fufpenfion  of  fymptoms  by  fome  difeafes  prove 
the  negative  ?  or  has  not  this  fufpenfion  continued  long  enough 
to  break  habits  of  attion  ? 

fecondary 


(    237  ) 

fccondary  cafes,  and  which  is  found  neceffary  in  the  cure 
of  intermittent  fevers,  and  other  periodical  diforders,  viz. 
the  continuance  of  the  medicine  fome  time  after  the 
fymptoms  have  vanifhed.    Mr.  Hunter's  words  feem  to 
imply  the  contrary.    "  In  about  four  weeks,  all  the 
«  eruptions   were   cured,    and    he    was    allowed  to 
«  ftay  in  the  hofpital  fome  time  longer,  to  fee  if  he 
«  would  continue  well  j  but  in  about  a  fortnight  he 
<'  be^an  to  break  out  anew,  and,  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
«  was  almoft  as  bad  as  ever.  I  began,  a  fecond  time,  the 
«  guaiacum  internally  ;  but  it  had  loft  all  its  powers,  or 
"  rather  the  conftitution  was  no  longer  affected  by  it," 
p.  368.    From  this  relation,  he  appears  certainly  not  to 
have  continued  the  medicine  fo  long  as  he  advifes, 
(p.  352)  a^r  the  fores  were  healed.    The  fame  thing 
may  be  collected  from  Dr.  Rutherford's  words  ;  who, 
defcribing  the  fpeedy  effeds  of  nitrous  acid,  fays,  "  fome- 
«  times  the  diforder  recurred  foon  after  the  difcontinuance 
"  of  the  medicine  f  and  that,  in  one  inftance,  where  an 
apparent  cure  "  had  almoft  at  once"  been  effbaed  by  the 
acid,  it  had  no  effeft  after  a  relapfe  had  taken  place. 
This  fhould  render  practitioners  attentive  to  Mr.  Hunter's 
maxim,  the  fooner  the  fymptoms  yield,  the  longer  fiould  the 
remedy  be  continued  afterwards.     It  is   only  by  equal 
management  that  we  can  determine,  whether  medicines 
capable  of  deftroying  the  fyphilitic  actions  have  an  equal 
or  an  unequal  power  to  prevent  their  return. 


V. 
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V. 

Mifcellanoous  Facts. 

I  had  conftantly  kept  in  view  the  two  firft  cafes  of 
lues  venerea  which  were  treated  by  nitrous  acid  in  this 
country,  both  being  remarkable  in  different  ways. 

Mr.  H.  had  informed  me,  Aug.  30,  1797,  that  he  con- 
tinued well,  but  that  he  had  an  itching  and  an  eruption. 
About  the  date  of  that  letter,  I  faw  him,  but  could  not 
find  that  he  had  any  venereal  fymptom,  the  eruption 
having  nothing  of  the  character  of  venereal  blotches  or 
puftules.  Till  within  thefe  few  weeks,  I  underftand,  he 
continued  free  from  complaint.  Having  defired  my 
friend  Mr.  Baynton  accurately  to  afcertain  his  fituation,  I 
am  this  day,  Oct.  30th,  1798,  favoured  with  a  note  from 
that  gentleman.  The  particulars  will  probably  afford 
fatisfaction  to  thofe  who  labour  to  decry  the  new  treat- 
ment. But  perhaps  equitable  judges  will  fee,  in  the  un- 
pleasant part  of  the  hiftory,  only  a  proof  of  the  tendency 
of  long  eftablifhed  habits  of  fyphilitic  action  to  return ; 
and  in  the  other,  particular  evidence  of  the  power  of 
a  medicine,  which  could  reffcore  a  conftitution  fo  broken 
by  a  diforder  undoubtedly  venereal,  and  fufpend  the 
difeafe  almoft  two  years. 


Note  from  Mr.  Baynton. 
To  Dr.  Beddoes. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  H.  and  am  forry 
to  inform  you,  he  is  now  labouring  under  many  ve- 
nereal fymptoms.    He  has  an  ulcer  in  his  throat,  a 
5  thick- 


(    239  ) 


thickening;  of  the  leftfala  nafi,  with  copper-coloured  ftains 
on  that  part,  general  itching  over  the  whole  of  his  body, 
and  occafional  pains  of  the  fternum  and  tibiae.  He  is 
neverthelefs  in  pretty  good  general  health,  has  acquired 
much  flefh,  and  ftill  fays,  the  nitrous  acid  "  faved  him 
"  from  deftruclion."  He  laments,  however,  that  his 
ftomach  and  bowels  will  not  now  bear  it  in  any  dofe 
or  manner. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  fincere  fervant, 
Ocl.  30,  1798.  THOMAS  BAYNTON. 


The  author  of  the  Effay  thinks  the  report  of  the 
other  cafe,  in  which  mercury  was  fo  largely  adminiftered 
without  effecT:,  rather  in  favour  of  nitrous  acid.  In  this 
opinion  I  can  fcarce  acquiefce.  When  given  alone,  it 
feemed  of  no  fervice  ;  and  what  appeared  to  me  an 
ineffectual  exhibition  for  fome  weeks,  ldd  me  to  requeft 
Mr.  Baynton  to  keep  Mr.  H.'s  expectations  very  low. 
I  have  already  ftated  [Reports  on  Nitrous  Acid)  that  a 
node  having  at  laft  appeared,  it  was  removed  under  the 
ufe  of  mercurials  and  nitrous  acid ;  but  the  patient 
having  taken  cold,  ulcerations  took  place  in  the  fauces. 
The  fubfequent  hiftory,  as  given  by  an  accurate  medical 
correfpondent  (Nov.  5, 1798)  is  this  : 

"  The  patient  perfifted  in  the  ufe  of  mercury  and  the 
"  acid  (with  the  removal  of  all  his  fymptoms)  until  the 
"  cold  weather  fet  in,  which  feemed  to  reproduce  the 
"  fwelling  and  pain  in  his  ancles,  fimilar  to  what  he  had 
"  experienced  the  preceding  winter,  and  to  which  I  was 
"  inclined  to  think  the  acid  had  contributed.  During  the 
"  interval  between  Chriftmas  and  April,  he  remained 

««  free 
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"  free  from  appearance  of  local  difeafe,  and  his  health 
"  tolerably  good  ;  yet  he  did  not  regain  flefli  or  ftrength 
u  in  fuch  meafure  as  afforded  conviction  of  his  recovery} 
u  and  my  fears  were  then  confirmed  by  his  again  ema- 
"  ciating  as  before,  with  renewed  difcharge  from  the 
"  nofe,  and  appearance  of  a  copper-coloured  ulcer  or 
"  flough  on  the  pofterior  part  of  the  throat,  extending  up- 
"  wards,  behind  the  velum  pendulum  palati,  higher  than 
"  could  be  feen.  He  then  recommenced  the  mercurial 
<c  inunction,  three  drachms  every  night,  with  one  grain 
<c  of  opium  at  bed-time,  and  four  grains  of  crude  mer- 
"  cury  twice  a  day,  which  were  triturated  with  more 
"  than  common  attention.  His  loathing  of  farfaparilla, 
"  mezerion,  and  every  fapid  medicine,  was  fuch  as 
"  threatened  to  deftroy  his  remaining  appetite,  and 
"  forbid  their  trial.  I  therefore  determined  to  perfevere 
"  in  the  life  of  mercury  only,  until  fome  refult,  or  the 
tc  want  of  it,  mould  induce  me  to  change  meafures, 
<c  and  without  confinement  or  obfervance  of  regimen, 
"  except  what  the  confequences  might  render  necefTary. 
"  The  beneficial  effects  of  the  procefs  became  quickly 
"  apparent ;  in  three  weeks,  the  local  affections  were 
"  removed ;  but  he  has  continued  the  mercury  through 
"  the  fummer,  and  until  a  month  fince,  without  any 
"  other  apparent  effect  or  influence  than  the  increment 
"  of  his  flefh,  ftrength  and  appetite,  to  a  degree  never 
"  experienced  before  fince  the  commencement  of  his 
"  difeafe,  and  which  has  given  the  firft  comfortable 
"  affurance  of  his  perfect  cure." 


About  twelve  months  ago,  a  fyphilitic  cafe  "of  the 
kind  molt  deferving  compaflion  came  under  my  care,  I 
was  informed  that  a  gentleman  believing  himfelf  freed 

from 
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from  a  venereal  infection,  under  which  he  had  laboured 
fome  time  before,  married  ;  but  found  himfelf  feized,  after 
a  pretty  confiderable  interval,  with  the  fecondary  fyrap- 
toms  of  the  difeafe.  His  wife  was  alio  infected  ;  and,  if 
I  could  trull  the  obfcure  account  I  received  of  thefe 
occurrences,  I  Ihould  iuppole  (contrary  to  what  is  now 
received)  that  the  firft  offspring  of  this  connection  re- 
ceived the  complaint  before  birth,  and  not  in  palling 
through  the  vagina.  However  this  may  be,  the  child 
very  early  mewed  fymptoms,  unqueftionably  venereaL 
Thefe  were  relieved  by  mercury,  but  hardly  removed  ; 
and  they  have  recurred  (viz.  venereal  ulcers,  violent 
pains  of  the  bones,  thickening  of  the  tendons,  &c.)  with 
great  feverity  during  his  progrefs  to  manhood.  Mercu- 
rials, being  frequently  adminiftered,  relieved  the  fymp- 
toms lefs  and  lefs,  and  acted  with  more  and  more 
feverity  on  the  bowels  and  falivary  glands.  At  laft,  the 
furgeons,  to  whom  the  patient  applied,  defpaired  of  being 
able  to  admin ifter  it  in  any  form  with  advantage.  The 
appearances,  when  the  cafe  came  under  my  infpection, 
were  thefe.  The  fauces  were  every  where  pitted  deeply  ; 
the  uvula  had  been  nearly  half  eaten  through ;  but 
I  could  difcern  no  exifting  ulceration.  There  was,  to  a 
very  great  degree,  what  is  called  fluffing  of  the  bead, 
arifing  probably  from  the  thickening  of  the  membrane 
inverting  the  nofe  and  frontal  fmufes.  What  his  feelings 
were,  will  beft  appear  from  an  extract  from  his  owa 
journal . 

"  Nov.  5th.  Sunday. — Went  into  the  bath  this  morn- 
"  ing — Scarce  any  pain  at  all  in  the  morning  ;  but, 
"  towards  the  afternoon  and  evening,  experienced  the 
"  ufual  pungent,  gnawing  fenfations  (though  but  (lightly) 
"  in  the  throat ;  and  at  the  lame  time  a  kind  of  vi- 

"  brating 
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"  brating  pain  attacked  my  rigfit  ieg,  which  for  a  while 
<c  continued  rather  uneafy. 

"  6th.  Mond.—  Juft  before  I  rofe,  and  whilfl  I  was 
"  drefling,  the  fhin  of  my  right  leg,  and  the  upper  part 
"  of  my  left,  ached  a  little.  At  no  part  of  the  morning 
"  was  I  totally  free  from  pain ;  fuffering  either  in  my 
*'  limbs  or  throat,  though  in  neither  to  any  great  de- 
"  gree.    From  noon  till  bed-time,  tolerably  eafy. 

"  7th.  Tuefd. — My  left  fide  was  principally  affe&ed 
"  this  morning,  from  the  hip  to  the  ancle,  and  alfo  the 
*'  left  fide  of  the  throat;  the  right  fide  but  flightly 
tc  touched.  The  ponderous  fenfation,  which  ufed  to  feel 
"  as  if  bearing  upon  my  nofe,  was  not  fo  great  to-day. 
"  Towards  evening,  my  pains  rather  abated.  An  eafy 
"  night  fucceeded. 

"  8th.  Wed. — When  I  awoke,  an  intenfe  pain  feized 
"  my  left  thigh,  which  continued,  without  intermnT.on, 
"  nearly  all  the  morning,  and  did  not  entirely  r.bate 
c<  during  the  whole  of  the  evening.  The  right  fids  but 
<c  gentry  affected.  The  throat  fcarce  ached  any  i.i  the 
"  morning,  but  did  in  the  evening.  My  head  felt 
"  clearer  to-day,  and  my  refpiration  through  the  iv.fal 
"  paffages  confiderably  freer. 

"  9th.  Thurf. — Went  into  the  bath  this  morning.  A 
"  I  was  riding  the  greater  part  of  the  forenoon,  and 
<c  rather  violently,  it  in  fome  meafure  prevented  me 
"  from  watching,  with  my  ufual  circumfpection,  the 
"  progrefs  of  my  complaints.  The  exercife  operated,  as 
"  ir/ generally  does  with  me,  in  caufing  a  great  perfpira- 
"  tion,  which  fo  enfeebled  and  fatigued  me,  as  to  divert 
"  my  attention  from  my  common  pains.  My  legs  were 
"  the  parts  chiefly  affected  to-day  ;  my  ,throat  not  much. 
"  An  eafy  night. 

"  10th.  Frid. — Much  better  to  day,  in  many  refpecls. 

«  My 
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My  legs  enjoyed  a  good  deal  of  freedom  from  pain, 
which  was  felt  chiefly  in  the  right  hip  and  thigh. 
The  gnawing  in  my  throat  rather  moderate,  and  it 
appeared  much  cleaner. 

"  nth.  Sat. — Rofe  after  a  good  night's  reft,  unbroken 
by  pain,  which  fixed  its  feat  on  the  left  fide  during  the 
morning,  and  towards  evening  vifited  the  right,  but 
not  in  fo  great  a  degree.  The  left  noftril  was  as  par- 
ticularly troublefome  as  the  right  was  eafy,  during  the 
forenoon,  but  afterwards  grew  quiet.  I  thought 
I  perceived  more  plainly  fymptoms  of  a  foul  ulcer, 
which  I  had  for  fome  time  apprehended  to  be  there.- 
The  fame  fide  of  the  throat  continued  fubjecl:  to  the 
ufual  pain  ;  but  the  healthy  appearance  it  had  pro- 
mifed  yefterday  to  wear,  did  not  feem  diminiihed. 
When  my  throat  ached,  that  part  of  my  head  at  the 
top  which  might  be  thought  to  ftand  perpendicularl/ 
over  the  part  in  the  throat  or  mouth  affeited,  was 
always  accompanied  with  a  fimilar  gentle  gnawing, 
fometimes  on  the  fide,  at  others  on  the  back ;  and 
when  the  pain  approached  neareft  to  the  roof  of  my 
mouth,  then  the  centre  ached ;  it  is  a  difficult  talk  to 
attempt  to  defcribe  the  ienfation,  and  I  fear  but  ill 
accomp  limed. 

"  1 2th.  Sund. — My  legs  were  fubjecl  to  a  mooting 
pain  all  day ;  my  thighs  tolerably  eafy,  and  my  throat 
<niite  fo  in  the  morning,  but  very  painful  towards 
evening.  Nofe  not  affe&ed  in  the  fame  manner  as 
yefterday.  Not  much  pain  in  the  night ;  it  generally 
was  in  that  thigh  that  I  lay  upon,  and  feemed  as  it" 
proceeding  from  relaxation  or  wearinefs. 
"  13th.  Mond.— Much  pain  in  my  throat  and  legs, 
but  little  in  the  thighs.  Nofe  ftill  clear  and  eafy. 
Difcharge  of  urine  to-day. 

R  14th, 
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«  14th.  Tuefd.— Better  to-day.  My  throat  did  not 
"  gnaw  and  fmart  fo  much,  and  the  pricking  pains  lay 
«  chiefly  in  my  knees  and  the  parts  of  the  leg  adjacent. 
"  Thighs  rather  freer  from  pain  than  ufual.  The  moll 
«  difeafed  noftiil  flowed  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  blood. 

"  Wednef.  15th. — The  pains  ftill  continued  in  my* 
«  legs,  much  the  fame  as  yefterday.    My  throat  ex- 
«  perienced  a  great  relief.    My  nofe  appeared  cleaner,', 
"  yet  fubje£t  to  the  opprefiion,  though  not  to  impede  the 
u  action  of  refpiration. 

"  1 6th.  Thurf.— My  throat  and  nofe  enjoyed  nearly 
<c  a  whole  day  of  eafe.    My  legs  ached  a  little  in  the 
«  morning,  and  more  in  the  evening.    Scarce  any  pain 
"  in  my  thighs." 

This  journal  was  kept  from  the  time  the  patient  begaro 
to  take  the  nitrous  acid  in  the  dofe  of  two  drachms 
daily,  diluted,  and  fweetened  to  his  tafte.  He  continue* 
till  he  had  taken  fix  ounces.  The  journal,  wards  that 
cfc&  of  this  firlt  W,  $W*  —  ^5  p%ht  and  morning 
pains  were  much  diminilhed,  and  indeed  almoft  entirely 

removed. 

My  reafons  for  difcontinuing  the  acid  at  prefent  were 
.  thefe.  The  patient  could  not  continue  long  under  my] 
immediate  infpeaion ;  and,  as  I  had  at  my  command 
a  convenient  apparatus  for  mercurial  fumigations  ac- 
cording to  the  method  of  Mr.  Lalonette,  I  thought  ii 
but  juft  to  give  the  chance  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  it,  efpecially  as  he  was  not  likely  to  enjoy  it  elfe- 
where.  But  the  fumigation  a£led  like  mercury  in  othei 
forms.  The  falivary  glands  and  bowels  were  almoft 
immediately  afFeded  ;  and  no  abatement  of  the  fymptoms 

took  place.  _ 
*  Is 
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Ik  about  nine  days  after  laying 'afide  the  nitrous  acid, 
:  night-pains  had  returned  with  marked  increafe  of 
erity.  It  appeared  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  that 
;re  was  a  chance  or"  alleviating  his  complaints,  which 
re  always  worft  in  winter,  by  the  continued  ufe 
nitrous  acid.  That  it  might  have  the  greater  effect, 
idvifed  that  the  acid  mould  be  dropped  occafionally, 
1  re  fumed. 

[n  the  beginning  of  June,  1798,  I  received  the  fol- 
ding information : 

■ 

c  In  replying  to  your  firfr.  query,  I  mould  be  un- 
grateful to  the  acid,  and  perfidious  to  my  own  feelings, 
were  I  to  hefitate  in  pronouncing  it  as  my  decided 
opinion,  that  the  acid  has  operated  upon  my  pains 
as  *  diftinffly  palliative ;"  to  fay  that  it  has  eradi- 
cated, or  even  fubdued  them,  is  out  of  my  power; 
but  my  reafon  for  believing  that  it  has  been  efficacious 
in  imparting  confiderable  relief,  is  by  viewing  the 
contrail:  between  the  prefent  flate  of  my  pains  and 
that  in  which  I  firft  commenced  the  ufe  of  the  acid  ; 
and  the  tolerable  degree  of  eafe  which  I  enjoy- now, 
preponderates  in  favour  of  the  medicine.  I  am  unable 
to  affign  the  fuperiority  of  power,  in  my  cafe,  either 
to  the  acid  or  the  mercury.  My  principal  reafon  for 
declining  to  advance  any  thing  decifiye,  or  preferring 
one  to  the  other,  is,  that  at  the  time  I  ufed  the 
mercury,  being  much  younger,  my  attention  had 
not  been  fo  fufficiently  awakened  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  danger  to  which  I  was  expofed,  as  to  excite 
that  fpirit  of  obfervation  which  has  vigilantly  re- 
marked the  progrefs  of  my  pains  laft  felt,  and  the 
(effects  of  the  remedy  laft  adopted  and  ftill  in  purfuit. 
One  grand  advantage  I  may  with  fafety  affirm  the 
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"  acid  pofleflcs,  that  its  influence  never  was  directed 
"  to  the  depreflion  of  my  fpirits  ;  but  the  mercury  ever 
ct  exercifed  its  dominion  over  them,  and  that  to  fuch  ex- 
"  tent  as  required  me  frequently  to  relinquifh  its  ufe  for 
"  a  time." 

'  In  this  ftate  of  things,  I  felt  defirous  not  only  of  fe-; 
curing  the  ground  that  feemed  to  be  gained,  but  of 
advancing  farther.  I  therefore  found  means  to  provide* 
my  patient  with  a  quantity  of  perfectly  good  oxygenated 
muriate  of  potafh,  and  defired  him  to  take  it  in  gradually' 
increafed  dofes,  as  dire&ed  in  Dr.  Rollo's  work  on. 
Diabetes,  which  was  put  into  his  hands. 

About  a  month  ago,  he  informed  me  that,  under 
this  courfe,  his  fufferings  had  been  by  no  means  fo  much 
diminifhed  as  during  the  firft  five  months  of  the  current 
year.  I  muft  add,  however,  that  a  medical  gentleman1 
aflured  me,  at  the  fame  time,  that  juftice  had  been  by  no. 
means  done  to  the  remedy. 

I  have  given  the  nitrous  acid  in  feveral  other  v'e^ 
nereal  cafes  ;  but,  as  the  opinions  of  the  patients  obliged 
me  to  give  mercury  at  the  fame  time,  I  fhall  not  pro- 
duce the  particulars.  The  quantity  of  mercury  was 
always  finall,  while  the  acid  was  given  in  full  dofes., 
In  one  cafe,  after  taking  the  acid  about  a  fortnight,  the 
patient  left  -me,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  care  of  a 
furgeon.    In  the  reft,  a  complete  cure  was  effected. 
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lCCOUNTS  American  antifyphilitic  vegetables 
ill  be  i^iiikwith  little  intereft  as  fuppofed  echoes  of 
.cient  exaggerations.  But  as  there  has  been,  in  the 
lay,  and  in  the  preceding  pages,  queftion  of  the 
ality  of  their  exiftence,  and  as  the  following  narra- 
te is  in  itfelf  remarkable,  I  {hall  give  it  a  place  in 
is  Appendix.  In  1794,  there  was  publifhed  at  Madrid, 
Francifco  .Balmis,  M,  D.  Arrjjy  Surgeon,  a  pamphlet 
ntaining  the  hi,ftory  of  many  trials  of  two  American 
ants,  an  Agave  and  a  Begonia,  in  various  ftages  of 
chilis. 

The  account  bears  that,  in  1790,  Nicholas  Viani 
rived  at  Mexico,  and  prefented  to  the  Council  of 
salth  there  a  new  remedy  for  the  venereal  difeafe.  He 
quired  the  knowledge  of  it  from  an  Indian,  his  re- 
ion,  whofe  family  had  ufed  jt  in  Acapuacano,  time 
memorial.  It  confifted  of  two  indigenous  American 
mts,  the  efficacy  of  which  Viana  affirmed  that  he  knew 
►m  an  experience  of  36  years.  By  order  of  the  Council, 
B  new  remedy  was  firft  tried  in  the  rjofpital  of  St. 
wrame  Di  Dio,  where  27  patients  were  cured  of 
:  venereal  difeafe.  Twelve  men  and  fix  women, 
10m  Viana  had  treated  in  private  practice,  were  de- 
red  cured  by  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the 
>fpital.  Afterwards,  40  male,  and  20  female  patients, 
rering  under  various  forms  of  lues  venerea,  were  com- 
ted  to  Viana,  under  the  infpe&ion  of  a  number  of 
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practitioners.  25  were  cured  in  32  days ;  5  were 
nearly  well ;  and  a  woman,  affected  with  the  leprofy 
likewife,  was  cured !  At  a  fubfequent  meeting  ofc 
medical  men,  it  was  afcertained,  that  of  the  remaining) 
29  patients,  10  had  become  perfectly  well,  13  were 
much  better,  and  6  had  received  fome  amendment.  It! 
was  now  determined  to  entruft  the  remedy  to  fkilfujj 
practitioners,  in  order  to  fimplify  its,  application.  Th( 
choice  fell  firft  on  Dr.  Jave,  Phyfician  to  the  Hofpitahl 
and  afterwards  on  Dr.  Balmis,  immediately  on  his  r#t 
turn  to  Mexico.  On  his  way,  he  had  every  where 
heard  the  praifes  of  the  new  remedy,  but  felt  greSfei 
diftruft  of  its  powers  himfelf. 

Via  n a,  and  the  phyficians  who  firft  ufed  it,  employee 
three  formulas  ;  one  was  a  fudorific  decoction,  made  p(j 
2ib  of  Pulque,  or  a  liquid  prepared  by  fermentation! 
from  the  herb  Maguey  (Agave),  3  oz.  of  the  root,  2  oz; 
of  viper's  flefh,  1  oz.  of  Caftile  rofes,  which  wer>| 
boiled  down  to  one  half.  This  decoction  was  drunk  if 
every  other  day,  warm  in  bed,  and  fweaiing  promoted 
by  other  means.  Next,  recourfe  was  had  to  clyfterrj 
confifting  of  a  pound  of  decoction  of  anifeed  and  fennaj  ,# 
drachm  and  half  of  the  powder,  of  Begonia,  and  P 
drachm  of  colocynth.  Thefe  were  given  the  alternafof 
days.  In  nine  days,  the  following  decoction  was  pre fl 
icribed :  An  ounce  and  half  of  the  root  of  prunu«  I 
(which  prunus  ?)  2  drachms  of  faffafras-wood  an  I' 
willow  bark,  a  drachm  of  citron  gum  and  refin  of  k>£  f 
wood,  were  boiled  down,  in  two  pounds  of  water,  1  p 
one  half. 

Dr.  Balmis  juftly  cenfures  thefe  three  formulas.  EH' 
caufed  3  ounces  of  the  Agave  to  be  boiled  down  1  ft 
one  half,  and  adminiftered  the  decoction,  as  a  fudorific, 
larger  or  fmaller  dofes,  for  a  longer  or  fliorter  tini 
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xordina  to  circumftances,  till  a  cure  was  effected.  He 
fo  ordered  2  fcruples  of  Begonia-root  to  be  added  to 
ilf  a  pound  of  lbme  emollient  decoction,  and  given  as  a 
yfter  ;  or  elfe,  in  cafe  of  conftipation,  he  gave  the 
egonia  internally  in  pills,  and,  to  delicate  patients,  in 
ttoction.    When  other  medicines  were  indicated,  they 
ere  employed,   and  the  Begonia  fometimes   for  an 
netic.     When  the  evacuation  by  fweat  or  purging 
as  too  great,  the  remedies  were  omitted.    In  this 
ay  a  great  number  of  perfons,  of  all  ages,  were 
ired  of  lues,  even  children  and  pregnant  v/omen ;  nor 
as  any  mifchief  known  to  arife  from  the  treatment, 
fithin  half  a  year,  323  recovered  under  Dr.  Balmis, 
id  17  under  Dr.  Jave. 

The  author  was  now  ordered  to  Spain,  to  try  the 
:w  remedy.  He  carried  with  him  2500  ft  of  the  Agave, 
id  750  of  the  Begonia.  In  the  hofpitals  at  Madrid, 
ider  the  infpe&ion  of  various  phyficians,  he  inftituted  a 
ultiplicity  of  trials,  which  are  related  in  the  fecond, 

ird,  and  fourth  chapters  of  the  work.  A  tabular  view 

given  of  the  quantity  of  medicines  employed.  Of  the 
dorific  decoction,  from  25  to  75  oz.  were  found  ne~ 
flary  to  the  cure  ;  of  which  from  4  to  9  oz.  were 
ven  at  various  intervals.  The  quantity  of  Begonia 
Dwder  ufed  in  clyfters  was  from  90  to  800  grains. 
Dr  each,  from  24  to  50  were  taken.  The  clyfters 
•ere  repeated  according  to  circumftances.  Moft  of  the 
ticnts  were  cured  ;  fome  remarkably  foon,  and  many 

the  moft  deplorable  ftate.  The  Agave  is  described  in 
e  fevcnth  chapter,  as  Agave  Americana^  bexandria, 
tnogynia,  folds  dentath  fpinofis,  fujle  ramofo.  The 
Egonia  is  a  new  fpecies,  which  the  author  names 
ulmifiana,  after  his  own  name.  It  is  ufed  alone  by  the 
Hives  of  Ocuila  and  Acapuacano  in  fyphilis.    Its  moft 
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fenfible  effefts  are  vomiting  and  purging.  Ufes  not 
diffimilar  to  thofe  of  mercury,  in  fcrofula,  difeafes  of 
the  flcin,  and  obftruclions,  are  afcribed  to  the  Agave. 


APPENDIX. 

N°.  II. 

Cafes  by  Dr.  Ramfay,  of  Newcaftle  upon  7yne. 

Richard  Wilkinson,  inhabitant  of  Newcaftle, , 
23  years  of  age,  an  in-patient,  admitted  March  1,  1798, 
on  account  of  a  deep  venereal  ulcer  of  the  glans  penis 
and  preputium— Difeafe  of  three  weeks  Handing— Had 
taken  no  medicine,  except  a  fingle  bolus  with  gr.  ujj 
of  calomel,  before  he  applied  for  relief  at  the  Infirmary. 
On  the  2d  of  March  he  began  to  drink,  daily,  5'j-  of 
nitric  acid,  in  water.    On  the  7th,  it  was  increafed  to 
Xiij.  daily.    The  ulcer  appeared  greatly  diminifhed  on  t 
the  19th;  but  a  flight  fwelling  appeared  in  one  of  the: 
ino-uinal  glands.    Leeches  were  applied  to  it.— April  I 
24th,  fuppuration  has  taken  place  in  the  groin.  Ulcer  oft 
the  penis  quite  gone.-May  7th,  the  difeafed  gland  having  ; 
gradually  and  completely  healed,  and  having  no  fymptom.  I 
of  his  original  complaint,  he  was  difmiffed.— He  was; 
requefted  to  return  to  the  Infirmary  upon  the  fl.ghteft 
return  of  any  fymptom.  He  was  feen  in  June,  ftill  well. . 
The  acid  had  no  fenfible  operation,  except  mcrealing ; 
urine,— N.  B.  Part  of  the  prepuce  was  obliged  to  be  re- 
moved, which  confiderably  retarded  the  cure. 

William  Chicken,  atat.  35,  an  out-patient-. 
Ulcer  of  the  throat-Bones  of  the  palate  and  nofe  • 
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cnrious,  and  often  difcharged  in  fmall'  portions- Was  . 
firft  affeaed  with  venereal  fymptoms  about  two  years 
aeo     He  began  to  take  fmall  dofes  of  hydrargyrus 
cLreus,  with  the  decoaion  of  mezereon  I2th  Oaober, 
I7Q7   and  continued  this  plan  till  the  4th  of  December, 
without  producing  any  benefit._He  afterwards  began  to 
take  the  nitric  acid  in  the  ufual  way,  firft  3'J-  then  3uj. 
daily,  in  a  pint  of  water.    After  long  and  patient  per- 
feverance  for  nearly  two  months,  no  fymptorn  being 
mitigated,  and  an  eruption  appearing  on  the  head  he 
left  it  off  By  the  ufe  of  muriated  barytes,  and  decoaioa 
of  bark,  his  ftrength  recruited,  and  the  ulcer  of  the 
palate  healed.    A  difcharge  from  the  nofe,  however,  ftill 
continues,  (Oft.  6th,  I798.)-N.  B.  He  began  to  take 
8  drops  of  muriated  barytes  daily,  and  mcreafed  them 
to  40. 

Edward  Turnbull,  aetat.  3°~An  in-patient,  ad- 
mitted June  21ft,  1798-Glans  penis  totally  deftroyed-* 
Throat  deeply  corroded  by  ulceration-Skin  covered 
with  circular  fcabby  eruption-Difeafe  of  nine  months 
duration.    He  had  ufed  mercury,  he  fold,  in  different 
forms,  with  the  effea  of  increafing,  inftead  of  relieving 
his  comPlaint.-2ift  June,  he  took  3ij.  of  nitric  acid  m 
water,  and  continued  it  daily  till  the  9th  of  July,  with- 
out the  leaft  advantage.     As  he  was  griped  in  his 
bowels  by  the  acid,  it  was  not  increafed  in  quantity.—. 
9th  July,  Began  to  take  a  grain  of  hydrargyrus  cinereus, 
andtbi.  of  decoaion  of  mezereon,  daily.— By  the  20th  of 
July,  the  ulceration  of  the  throat  was  much  dimini&ed, 
the  eruption  had  begun  to  difappear,  and  his  general 
health  was  much  mended.     His  medicine  having  pro- 
ceed ptyalifm,  he  imprudently  left  it  off  entirely  for 
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fomc  time,  when  inflammation  returned  to  all  the  for- 
merly difeafed  parts.  He  is  again  (Oft.  6th)  purfuing 
the  plan  of  hydrargyria  cinereus  and  decoction  of 
mezeieon,  and  I  hope  will  receive  permanent  benefit. 


APPENDIX. 
N°.  III. 
Caje  by  Mr.  Bowles. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will  find,  by  adverting  to  your  publication,  that, 
in  my  account  of  cafes  treated  with  nitrous  acid,  I  have 
mentioned  the  exhibition  of  mercury  in  the  two  cafes 
which  were  moft  evidently  venereal,  and  that  no- 
material  benefit  had  followed  the  ufe  of  it :  the  other 
patient  (Ann  Thaven)  had  the  hydrarg.  nitrat.  ruber 
applied  in  large  quantities  to  her  leg,  but  did  not  try 
mercury  in  any  other  form.  You  will  judge  beft, 
whether  this  could  have  acted  by  abforption  as  mercury 
on  her  fyftem.  The  following  cafe  is  that  which  I 
promifed  to  fend  you,  wherein  perceptible  effects  fol- 
lowed the  ufe  of  nitrous  acid.    I  remain 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

FRA.  C.  BOWLES. 

^ueen-fquare^  Oft.  12,  1 798. 

Winifred  Mason,  setat.  30,  was  admitted  under 
my  care  at  St.  Peter's  Hofpital,  in  November,  1797. 
She  had  at  that  time  feveral  venereal  ulcers  on  the 
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abdomen,  arms  and  legs.    To  add  to  her  misfortunes, 
fce  was  nearly  feven  months  advanced  in  pregnancy. 
From  feme  enquiries  refpefting  the  difeafe,  I  had  reafon 
to  believe   that  {he   had  taken  a  (mall  quantity  of 
hydras,  muriat.  feveral  weeks  before  her  admiffion, 
which  removed  a  forenefs  of  the  throat.-Nov.  19th,  fhe 
beaan  to  take,  daily,  a  drachm  of  nitrous  acid,  in  a  pint 
of  water,  fweetened  with  fyrup.    In  three  days,  this 
quantity  was  increafed  one  half;  and,  on  the  ift  of  De- 
cember, it  was  farther  augmented  to  two  drachms  and  a 
half.    The  ulcers  were  drefled  with  a  fimple  ointment, 
as  before  the  commencement  of  the  nitrous  acid.  In 
a  week  after  this  medicine  had  been  ufed,  the  ulcers  im- 
proved in  appearance,  and,  in  a  month,  were  all  ci- 
catrized ;  meanwhile,  a  violent  hemicrania  came  on, 
which  was  my  principal  reafon  for  increafmg  the  acid 
to  the  quantity  above  mentioned  :  this  fymptom,  how- 
ever, gradually  increafed  fo  much  as  to  produce  occa- 
fional  delirium.     After  continuing  the  acid  until  the 
middle  of  January,  1798,  and  finding  that  (he  naufeated 
it  extremely,  I  proceeded  no  farther  in  the  trial. — - 
Calomel  was  then  exhibited,  every  night,  in  pills  of 
three  grains,  joined  with  one  of  opium.    In  the  courfe 
of  a  fortnight,  the  head-ach  yielded  to  this  medicine,  and 
no  other  was  found  neceflary  to  complete  the  cure.  At 
the  beginning  of  February,  (he  was  delivered  of  a  healthy 
Child, 
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APPENDIX. 

'  'f4r  N°.  IV. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Hammick. 

Royal  Hofpital,  Plymouth,  Oct.  31,  1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  ftate  generally,  that,  fince  I  had  the 
honour  of  writing  to  you  in  March  laft,  we  have  given 
the  nitrous  acid  in  a  great  variety  of  cafes,  both  with 
primary  and  fecondary  fymptoms  of  the  lues  venerea,  to 
a  greater  number  of  which  cafes  mercury  had  been  un- 
fuccefsfully  given  on  board  their  refpeclive  fhips,  pre- 
vious to  their  admiffion  int©  this  Hofpital.    The  advan- 
tages derived  from  its  exhibition  have  been  fuch  as  to 
give  us  fincere  pleafure,  and  induce  us  to  perfevere  in  its 
continuance,  though  not  perhaps  to  fuch  an  unlimited 
extent  as  when  we  hi  ft  entered  on  its  ufe,  which  I  be- 
lieve has  been  invariably  found  to  be  the  cafe  with  all 
new  medicines ;  for  time  and  experience,  the  fureft  of 
all  guides,  have  now  enabled  us  nearly  to  fay,  at  firft 
feeing  our  patient,  where  this  medicine  will,  and  where 
it  will  not,  effect  a  cure  ;  and,  from  the  obfervations 
which  we  have  daily  made,  we  have  not  the  leaft  hefita- 
tion  in  declaring  it  boldly,  as  our  opinion,  that  this 
medicine  will  ftand  the  teft  of  unprejudiced  exhibition, 
and  will  continue  to  be  given  with  permanent  fuccefs  to 
the  greater  number  of  venereal  cafes  that  occur,  not- 
withftanding  the  oppofition  and  prejudice  that  have  been 
prematurely  raifed  againft  it. 

STEPHEN  HAMMICK. 
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APPENDIX. 

N°.  V. 


The  author  of  the  following  report  Is  a  medical 
gentleman,  well  known  to  me.  Out  of  delicacy  to  his 
patient,  he  has  chofen  that  his  name  fliould  be  with- 
held, rj,  g 


Dear  Sir, 

As  I  am  obliged  to  write  entirely  from  memory,  ft 
will  be  almolt  impofiible  for  me  to  give  an  accurate 
detail  of  the  fymptoms  of  my  patient,  or  of  his  habits  of 
life.  He  is  now  ui  a  great  diftance  from  me,  and  I  am 
unacquainted  with  his  addrefs  ;  otherwife  I  would  pro- 
cure from  him  a  ftatement  of  his  own  cafe. 


M.  P.  applied  to  me  for  advice,  in  May,  1798.  He 
Informed  me  that,  about  four  months  before,  he  had 
been  infected  in  London.  His  fymptoms  were,  ftrft, 
a  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  and  afterwards  chancres  on 
the  glans  penis.  On  application  to  a  practitioner,  mer- 
curials were  adminiftered  to  him,  internally  and  ex- 
ternally, for  about  fix  weeks,.  The  difcharge  flopped, 
the  chancres  healed,  and  he  thought  himfelf  perfectly 
cured.  He  continued  well  for  about  two  months,  and  re- 
moved into  the  country.  Shortly  after  his  journey,  he 
was  a  little  alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  blotches  on 
different  parts  of  his  body,  particularly  about  his  fore- 
head and  on  his  legs.  He  at  firft  confidered  his  com- 
plaint as  fcorbutic,  and,  in  confequence,  took  fome  old 

wo- 


(   256  ) 


woman's  remedies.  Not  finding  the  eruption  difappear^ 
and,  in  addition,  feeling  wandering  pains  in  different 
parts,  he  applied  to  me,  fufpe&ing  his  fymptoms  to  be 
the  fecondary  ones  of  lues  venerea.  I  thought  this  cafe 
a  fair  one  to  make  trial  of  the  nitric  acid  in,  and  began 
by  giving  him  a  drachm  in  three  dofes.  Finding  it  per- 
fectly agree  with  him,  I  increafed  it,  the  fecond  day, 
to  two  drachms.  After  continuing  to  take  this  quan- 
tity, daily,  for  about  a  fortnight,  the  blotches  began  to 
dilappear,  particularly  from  about  his  forehead,  and  the 
nocturnal  pains  ceafed.  In  about  three  weeks,  very  few 
remained.  Being  obliged,  about  this  time,  to  fleep  fre- 
quently from  home,  he  became  infected  with  the  itch. 
For  this  he  applied,  externally,  fulphurated  ointment 
mingled  with  a  little  calomel,  and  continued  to  take  the 
nitric  acid.  The  itch  puftules,  and  few  remaining 
venereal  blotches,  difappeared  together;  and,  in  about 
five  weeks  from  the  time  of  his  commencing  to  take  the 
nitric  acid,  he 'was  perfectly  cured.  It  is  now  two 
months  fince  I  have  feen  him  ;  but  I  hear  that  he  is 
married,  and  continues  perfectly  well.  On  the  authen- 
ticity of  this  cafe  you  know  you  can  rely,  as  I  can  have 
no  motive  to  deceive. 

Yours,  &c. 

D^.  4,  1798,  H.  D. 

To  Dr.  Beddoes. 
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APPENDIX. 
N°.  VI. 

A  Cofc  in  which  the  Mother  fcems  to  have  infected  her 
Child  before  Birth  : 

From  Hufcland's  Journal  of  Practical  Medicine, 
Vol.  IV.  St.  3.  1797. 

c<  A  single  obfervation  has,  in  general,  but  fmall 
*c  value,  becaufe,  with  whatever  accuracy  it  may  be 
"  made,  no  general  inferences  can  be  deduced.  How- 
"  ever,  ftngle  obfervations  occafionally  deferve  atten- 
"  tion;  and  in  our  time,  when  it  is  ailumed  as  com- 
<c  pletely  demonstrated  that  venereal  parents  beget 
l*  weakly,  but. not  infected  children,  and  that  the  difeafe 
cc  is  communicated  to  the  children  only  when  the  mc- 
kt  ther  has  ulcers  in  the  paffages,  the  following  oc- 
44  currence  appears  to  me  not  entirely  uninterefling. 
*t  This  may  excufe  its  publication. 

H  In  February,  1795,  a  country  girl,  aged  20,  ap- 
"  plied  to  me.  She  had  venereal  ulcers  in  her  throat, 
"  and  in  the  vagina,  with  fici  near  the  anus  and  labia 
tc  pudendi.  She  laid,  fhe  had  been  infected  by  a  girl 
14  with  whom  me  had  flept.  She  urgently  afked  for 
cc  fpeedy  help,  and  defired  I  would  enable  her  to 
"  preferve  fecrecy,  as  no  one  knew  of  her  complaint  but 
"  her  mother,  and  her  father  would  ufe  her  ill.  The 
"  bad  throat  fhe  had  fince  contracted  from  cold. 

"  I  prescribed  Hahnemann's  foluble  mercury ,  and 
"  a  ptifan  for  internal  ufe,  and  fublimate,  partly  in  a 
"  lotion  and  partly  in  mucilage,  and  honey  of  rofes,  with 
"  extract  of  wallnut  hufks,  for  touching  the  ulcers  in 
"  the  throat. 

«  In 
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"  In  a  fortnight,  the  mother  brought  me  word  that 

u  all  went  on  well.    The  throat  was  nearly,  and  the 

"  ulcers  of  the  pudenda  quite  healed ;   but  the  little 

"  lumps  had  not  quite  difappeared.    They  had  ftill  fome 

"  left  of  the  internal  medicines  ;  but  the  other  were  all 

"  gone.     By  my  calculation,  the,  internal  medicines 

"  fhould  all  have  been  ufed  :  I  afked,  therefore,  how  any 

"  came  to  be  left,  and  was  told  that  they  went  againft 

"  the  patient,  and  that  fhe  could  not  pay  that  attention 

"  to  herfelf  which  I  had  directed.    Upon  my  earneft 

*'  reprefentation  that  external  means  alone  were  inade- 

"  quate,  and  that  the  patient,  though  all  the  fymptoms 

"  fhould  difappear,  would,   fooner  or  later,  fall  into 

u  a  wretched  ftate,  the  mother  herfelf  promifed  that  my 

u  directions  fhould  be  exactly  obferved,  took  the  pre- 

"  fcription,  and  departed  

u 

 For  a  long  time  I  heard  nothing  of 

"  the  girl,  till  after  a  full  half  year,  when  the  mother 
<l>  came  and  told  me  her  daughter  was  married,  and 
"  extremely  well.  On  enquiry,  I  found  that  all  the 
<c  fymptoms  had  been  removed  by  the  ufe  of  the  external 
*f  means,  and  that  none  of  the  internal  medicines  had 
"  been  touched.  This  fair  avowal  made  me  anxious 
"  for    the    future  ;    and  I   propofed   to   watch  the 

"  party  This  attention  was  needlefs.    In  July 

"  (I797)  the  mother  returned,  and  informed  me  that 
<l  her  daughter  had  been  all  along  very  well,  and,  four 
"  weeks  ago,  had  been  delivered  of  a  child.  The 
"  child  had  appeared  plump,  but  had  at  birth  a  fcurf, 
"  which  increafed  every  day,  and  rendered  it  very 
W  miferable.  The  midwife  had  given  the  mother  and1 
"  child  variety  of  domeftic  remedies,  but  all  in  vain. 
<c  Her  daughter  was  not  quite  right.    She  wiflied  I 

"  would 
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"  would  order  her  the  old  lotion  again,  as  flic  had  gotten 
«  frefh  lumps  about  the  anus.— Struck  with  the  account,  I  ■ 
«  lent  the  mother  away  without  advice,  and  delned  to  fee 
«  her  daughter  and  the  infant  without  delay.  In  two  days 
«  they  appeared.    I  learned  and  obferved  what  follows  : 
The  child  much  emaciated,  has  much  thirft,  is  con- 
ftantly  reftlefs,  cries  much,  fleeps  little,  and  has  com- 
monly green  {tools.    The  abdomen  was  fomewhat 
«  tenfe.    Immediately  after  birth,  a  reddifli  fcurfy  erup- 
«  tion  had  been  obferved  ;  and,  foon  afterwards,  the  child 
«  had  become  raw  wherever  the  fkin  made  folds  J  and 
"  at  the  fame  time  puftules  broke  out,  from  the  fize  of  a 
I  pea  to  that  of  a  fmall  bean,  which  fuppurated  firft,  and 
"  then  dried  up.    Nov/  the  child  was  covered  all  over> 
"  partly  with  fuppurating  puftules,  and  partly  with  dry 
"  fcurfy  The  raw  places  difcharged  much,  and  the  folds 
"  of  the  fkin  looked  at  bottom  white  and  fatty.  The 
»  face  was  wrinkled  and  bluifn  j  the  eyes  were  dull  \ 
"  the  eye-lids  not  inflamed  ;  the  mouth  clean. 

"  Since  the  venereal  affedtion,  the  mother  had  found 
«  herfelf  perfedly  well,  not  having  obferved  the  leaft 
"  preternatural  appearance;  nor  had  her  hufband  com- 
"  plained  of  any  thing  about  his  genitals,  which  muft 
«  have  been  the  cafe,  had  any  part  of  the  vagina  been 
cc  difeafed.    Within  eight  or  nine  days,  fhe  faid,  fuch 
«  lumps  as  before  had  appeared  again.    They  gave  her 
"  no  pain,  nor  was  fhe  in  the  leaft  indifpofed  ;  but  it 
"  might  grow  worfe,  and  her  hufband  come  to  the 
"  knowledge  of  her  former  complaint.    Therefore  fhe 
cc  would  do  what  was  proper, 
i     «  From  this  account,  I  judged  the  fici  of  the  mother, 
M  and  the  cutaneous  ailment  of  the  infant,  to  have  the 
cc  fame  origin.    But   as  preconceived  opinions  eafily 
"  lead  into  error,  I  rejected  this  idea,  and  inftituted 

S  "  a  fecond 


(     260  ) 

"  a  fecond  careful  examination,  according  to  the  ftricteft 
"  rules  of  art,  in  order  to  determine,  with  the  utmoft 
"  certainty,  whether  the  infant's  complaint  was  not  to 
u  be  deduced  from  fome  other  caufe.  But  I  difcovered 
"  nothing  different,  and  was  obliged  to  declare  the 
"  diforder  venereal,  and  treat  it  as  fuch.  I  therefore 
"  prefcribed,  for  the  mother,  mercurials  internally, 
"  ordered  a  proper  diet,  gave  her  a  decoction  of  the 
"  woods  for  her  ordinary  drink  ;  and  for  the  child, 
"  I  prefcribed  feveral  vifceral  clylters  daily. 
!  "  I  know  not  whether  the  diforder  of  this  child 
4t  will  be  generally  admitted  to  be  venereal  or  not. 
"  On  careful  examination,  I  could  find  no  motive 
"  for  doubt.  Therefore,  for  the  fake  of  information,  or 
"  correction,  I  can  only  offer  to  attend  to  every  ob- 
"  jection  that  may  be  offered.  Were  the  infant* 
14  actually  infected,  it  could  be  no  otherwife  than  in 
u  utero.,  as,  at  the  time  of  birth,  the  mother  had  not 
"  the  fmalleft  local  affection  about  the  pudenda.  In 
"  fuch  cafe,  the  fact  doubtlefs  deferves  attention." 

So  far  the  author  of  the  communication. — In  the 
Cafe  that  occurred  to  me,  the  recital  of  faint  and  obfeure 
recollections  led  me  to  furmife,  that  the  mother  of  my 
patient  was  not  locally  affected  at  his  birth ;  and  that 
he  never  had  any  but  a  conftitutional  difeafe.  The 
cafe  which  I  have  above  partly  abridged  and  partly 
tranflated,  was  then  quite  unknown  to  me.  But  I 
have  long  been  convinced,  that  medical  men  have  too 
little  attended  to  the  connection  between  the  living 
actions  of  the  mother  and  the  foetus. 
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APPENDIX. 

N°.  VIL 

Dear  Sir, 

In  compliance  with  your  requeft  I  fend  you  the  re- 
fult  of  the  cafes  which  I  tranfmitted  to  you  about  twelve 
months  ago.  The  cure  has  been  permanent  in  allj 
except  No.  II.  Page  27. — See  above. 

On  the  24th  of  September  laft,  this  patient  again  ap- 
plied to  me.  I  difcovered  in  the  throat  two  fmall  cal- 
lous ulcers,  which  the  patient  fuppofed  might  have 
fubfifted  about  fix  weeks. — The  poffibility  of  a  frefh 
infection  was  pofitively  denied.  I  ordered  the  nitrous 
acid  in  the  quantity  of  $i(s.  m  tne  day.  After  one 
week  no  improvement  had  taken  place.  The  difficulty 
in  fwallowing,  and  pains  in  the  head,  had  rather  in- 
creafed.  The  dofe  was  augmented  to  two  drachms  in 
the  day,  with  a  grain  of  opium  at  bed  time.  At  the 
end  of  the  fecond  week,  the  ulcers  were  considerably 
enlarged — deglutition  extremely  difficult— the  pain  in 
the  temples  and  right  ear  intolerable — fpeech  hardly  ar- 
ticulate from  the  forenefs  of  the  throat  and  fauces.  A 
profuic  ptyalifm  had  taken  place,  the  only  inftance  of 
it  I  have  met  with  from  the  acid  ;  but  without  any  of 
the  fetor  and  excoriation  attendant  on  ptyalifm  from 
mercury.  As  the  difeafe  was  evidently  gaining  ground, 
and  even  appeared  to  be  aggravated  by  the  acid,  I  thought 
it  unjuftifiable  to  perfift.  Mercury,  in  moderate  dofes, 
was  adminiftered,  and  in  twelve  days  every  fymptom  of 
the  diforder  had  difappeared. 

The  failure  of  the  acid  on  this  occafion  is  the  more 
remarkable,  as  the  fymptoms  yielded  to  it  readily,  when 

S  2  formerly 
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formerly  adminiitered.    May  not  this  be  accounted  fo 
upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  quantity  of  mercury  ftill  re- 
maining in  the  fyftem  at  the  time  of   its  firft  exhi- 
bition ? 

As  fome  cafes  are  recorded  of  gonorrhoea^  fuppofed  to 
have  been  cured  by  nitrous  acid,  I  take  thtJopportunity 
of  fubmitting  the  following,    in  which  very  oppofite 
cffecls  were  experienced  from  it.    In  February  laft,  Mr. 
A.  contrafted  a  gonorrhoea  and  chancre  on  the  prepuce, 
both  of  which  yielded  in-  the  courfe  of  a.  few  days  to 
aftfingent  injections  and  local  efcharotics.    Upon  men- 
tioning the  antifyphilitic  properties  of  nitrous  add,  h 
became  defirous  of  trying  it,  being  averfe  to  mercury, 
as  his  health  had  fuffered  greatly  from  a  recent  courfe  of 
that  remedy-indeed  from  the  great  irritability  of  his 
bowels  and  falivary  glands,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
adminifter  it  in  tolerable  quantity,  and  he  was  ftill  ap- 
prehehfive  that  the  former  diforder  was  not  entirely 

fubdued,  i_  i 

Thp  acid  was  ordered  in  the  dofe  of  3ifs.  m  the  day. 
The  -ood  effects  on  his  general  health  were  immediate  ; 
but    in  lefs  than  a  week,   his   gonorrhoea  and  ardor 
urin*,  which  had  totally  difappeared,  were  as  bad  as . 
ever,  which  obliged  him  to  defift.     I  advifed  him  to, 
relume  it  when  the  gonorrhoea  mould  have  fubfided  j  and 
accordingly  in  about  twelve  days  he  began  again  with 
one  drachma  day,  but  with  precifely  the  fome  effect  in 
reproducing  the  complaint.    About  this  time  his  atten- 
tion was  withdrawn  from  this  diforder  by  a  fever  of 
three  weeks  continuance,  during  which  the  gonorrhoea 
had  again  entirely  fubfided.    The  acid  was  now  ordered 
a  third  time,  in  the  dofe  of  one  drachm   with  mucilage 
of  gum  arabic;  and  a  third  time  found  to  be  equally 
friendly  to  his  general  health,  and  equally  efficacious  m 
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reproducing  the  ardor  fifth*  and  gonorrhoea,  notwith- 
ftanding  fo  long  an  interval. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  &C. 
CBJUn,  Z>.v.  .7,  .798.  A.  CARRICK. 

To  Dr.  Bed  does. 


APPENDIX. 

N°.  VIII. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Symes,   Surgeon,    Bridgeivater,  dated 
October  15,  1798. 

A  young  man,  aged  19,  contracted  a  venereal  com- 
plaint in  Dec.  1797.  On  the  2d  of  January,  1798,  he 
applied  to  Mr.  Anftice*,  who  found  him  with  chancres  on 
the  glans  and  prepuce,  and  a  fwelling  in  his  groin.  He 
was  directed  to  take  a  mercurial  pill  every  evening,  and 
to  rub  a  drachm  of  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  fortius 
into  his  thigh  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  A  mixture  of 
mercury  and  mucilage  of  gum  arabic  was  alfo  given. 
Thefe  remedies  were  continued  till  the  26th,  during 
which  time  a  flight  falivation  took  place.  Nocturnal 
pains  in  the  head  were  felt,  and  an  ulcer  difcovered  in 
the  throat.  As  the  fymptoms  did  not  at  all  decreafe, 
and  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  failing,  it  was  determined 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  nitrous  acid  ;  and  on  the 
4th  of  February,  a  mixture  compofed.  of  acid,  nitros. 
gifs.  fyr.  fimp.  ^iij.  diluted  in  water,  was  given 
daily.     The  ulcers  foon  began  to  heal,  the  fwelling 

•  Mr.  Symes's  partner,  I  believe.  Editor. 

S  3  fub- 
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fubfided,  the  patient  recovered  his  ftrcngth,  and  by 
the  8th  of  March  all  medicines  were  difcontinued, 
and  he  appeared  perfectly  cured.  He  has  had  no  return 
of  his  complaints  fince,  and  is  now  perfectly  welL 


APPENDIX. 
N°.  IX. 

Cafe  by  Mr.  Sandford,  Surgeon,  Worcejler. 

J.  A.  JEt.  26,  contracted  the  venereal  difeafe  in  the. 
form  of  gonorrhoea — after  fome  time  a  venereal  opthaL 
mia  came  on,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  took  mercurial 
medicines,  and  ufed  fui table  applications  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Cole,  by  whom  he  was  admitted  an  in-r 
patient  of  our  Infirmary,  Sept.  2,  1797  ;  he  loft  the  fight 
of  his  right  eye  in  confequence  of  the  violence  of  the 
venereal  ophthalmia,  a  circumftance  that  I  believe  gene- 
rally happens  when  this  affection  takes  place* — if  the 
difarder  be  really  occafioned  in  the  way  Aftruc  imagines, 
viz.  "  The  patients  having  inadvertently  warned  their 
eyes  with  their  own  urine  whilft  labouring  under  the 
virulent  gonorrhoea  *."  The  inflammation  of  J.  A-'s 
eye  fubfiding,  and  the  other  fymptoms  appearing  fub- 
dued,  he  was  difcharged  from  the  Infirmary  November 
the  14th  following. 

He  applied  again  for  admiffion  June  9,  1798,  and  was 
received  on  my  day  of  taking  in  patients,  and  confe- 
quently  then  became  my  patient.    He  informed  me  that 

■f  See  Chapman  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  2d  Edition,  Svo. 
p.  176. 

for 
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for  many  weeks  pair,  he  had  been  attacked  with  fevere 
pains  in  his  head  and  limbs,  and  that  fome  fores  had 
lately  made  their  appearance  on  his  yard,  which  he  did 
not  at  firffc  attend  to,  thinking  them  only  caufed  by  the 
heat  of  his  body  and  fretting  of  the  fkin  of  that  part, 
i  Thefe  excoriations,  as  he  defcribed  them  to  be,  appeared 
on  examination  to  be  chancres  of  a  very  foul  and  malig- 
nant afpect ;  on  my  charging  him  with   having  con- 
( tracked  a  frefh  complaint,  he  allured  me  in  the  moft 
|  pofitive  terms,  that  he  had  not  been  connected  with  any 
female  fmce  his  difmiflion  from  the  Infirmary.    A  poul- 
tice of  bread  and  milk,  with  yeaft  fpread  on  its  furface, 
I  was  applied  to  the  penis,  and  he  was  ordered  to  take 
I  the  following  mixture  within  the  fpace  of  every  twenty- 
four  hours. 

R.  Acid,  Nitros.  3 ij. 
Syr.  Sacchar.  §vj. 
Aq.  diftill.  ffeij.  m. 

After  having  taken  the  above  regularly  for  fix  or  feven 
days,  the  pains  in  his  head  were  confiderably  relieved  -y 
about  the  fame  time  the  poultice  was  laid  afide,  and  the 
chancres,  which  now  appeared  much  cleaner,  were  drelled 
with  a  ilmple  cerate  only^  compofed  of  wax  and  oil,  in 
order  to  try  if  the  nitrous  acid  taken  internally  and 
alone,  without  the  afliftance  of  mercurial,  or  any  other 
active  external  application,  would  affecl:  any  change  in 
them,  or  promote  their  difpofition  to  heal  j  at  the  firft, 
and  during  a  few  of  the  following  dreflings,  the  difcharge 
from  them  was  very  great  and  corrofive,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  was  directed  to  renew  the  dreflings  four 
times  a  day,  and  afterwards  thrice  a  day,  and  to  wafh 
the  fores  at  each  dreffing  with  a  foft  fponge  dipped  in 
milk  and  water.  In  the  courfe  of  a  fortnight  J  had  the 
fatisfa&ion  to  obferve  thofe  chancres  put  on  a  health y 

S  4  afped 
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afpea,  and  begin  to  granulate:  their  callous  edges 
gradually  foftened  and  difappeared,  and  the  inflammation 
and  tumefaction  of  the  prepuce,  that  accompanied  thefe 
appearances,  foon  fubfided. 

The  patient  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  the  acid  in  the 
dofe  at  firft  direaed  (its  good  effeas  being  {till  fo  evi, 
dent,  and  the  complaint  rapidly  advancing  towards  a 
cure,  I  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  increafe  it)  till 
Auguft  25,  1798,  when  he  was  difcharged  cured. 

It  will  fcarcely  admit  of  a  doubt  (if  this  patient's 
affertion  may  be  relied  upon,  and  I  have  no  reafon  to 
fufpea  him  of  falfehood)  that  the  fymptoms  under  which 
he  laboured  on  his  fecond  admiffion  into  the  Infirmary 
were  truly  fecondary,  nor  will  it  be  difputed,  I  prefume, 
bv  any  impartial  judge,  that  the  cure  of  them  was 
effected  by  the  nitrous  acid  alone.  I  defired,  if  he  ftiouk1 
have  any  return  of  his  complaints,  that  he  would  agair 
apply  to  me,  which  he  promifed  to  do.  I  have  hearc 
nothing  of  him  fmce. 

Worcejier^  October  16,  1798. 

Mr.  Blair,  whofe  effays  on  the  venereal  difeafe 
have  lately  feen,  has,  I  obferve,  amongft  other  more 
important  cafes,  thought  proper  to  notice  the  few  out- 
lines  I  fent.  I  prefume,  that,  notwithftanding  his  in, 
finuations  and  critical  remarks,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  for  him,  had  he  feen  the  cafes,  to  have  invah. 
dated  the  feas  there  ftated  \  and  had  Mr.  Blair,  or  any 
other  unprejudiced  furgeon  feen  the  cafe  termed  nftula 
in  ano  in  that  colleSion  (merely  becaufe  it  had  been  fo 
ftyled  to  the  patient  by  the  medical  gentleman  that  at- 
tended him  previous  to  his  admiffion)  he  would,  I  think, 
have  agreed  with  me,  that  the  difeafe  was  afiurecly 
jyphilitic,  of  which  I  mu*  fa®!  believe  the  finuous  ulcers, 
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defcribed  in  the  Reports  concerning  the  nitrous  acid, 
were  as  certainly  fecondary  fymptoms. 

W.  S. 


:  APPENDIX. 

N°.  X. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  improper  to  add  one  obferva- 
tion  more  concerning  EJfays  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 
After  my  Strictures  had  been  fent  to  the  publifher  in 
London,  and  indeed  after  part  had  been  printed  off*,  I 
received  from  the  Effayift  a  letter,  compofed  in  a  ftrain 
of  deference,  worthy  of  a  perfect  courtier,  and  abound- 
ing in  excellent  general  remarks.  That  the  queftion 
fhould  be  decided  by  fair  experiments ',  not  by  high  authority , 
by  palpable  evidence^  not  by  premature  conjectures^  is  un- 
doubtedly my  wifh  ;  and  thefe,  though  I  had  lefs  hap- 
pily exprefled  them,  are  the  very  fentiments  with  which 
I  had  already  prefaced  my  remarks  on  the  EflTay. 

Doubtless  alfo,  on  being  told,  that  if  in  a  work  in 
which  there  is  queftion  of  you,  there  fhould  appear  to  be 
any  thing  perfonal^  difrefpectful,  uncandid,  or  otherwife 
improper  in  regard  to  yourfelf  or  your  correfpondentSj  the 
•writer  hopes  he  /hall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  offer  a  fuitable 
apology  5  it  is  impoflible  not  to  be  touched  by  fentiments 
fo  honourable  ;  and  to  regret  that  you  have  any  ground 
for  a  charge  againft  the  perfon  by  whom  they  are  thus 
handfomcly  avowed. 

But  I  am  engaged  in  an  enquiry,  in  which  thofe  whom 
it  concerns  have  need  of  truth,  not  of  complaifance.  The 
queftion  having  been  once  carried  before  the  tribunal  of 
the  public,  by  the  author  of  the  EfTay,  in  a  controverfial 
fhape,  I  think  it  would  be  betraying  the  caufe  of  human 
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focicty  to  fink  illuflrations  of  the  evidence  from  private 
confiderations.  That  the  new  fubftances  have  not  only 
a  degree  of  real  antivenereal  power,  but  fuch  a  degree 
as  will  often  avail  where  the  more  ufual  means  would 
not  ferve,  or  would  deftroy,  appears  to  me  to  refult 
clearly  from  the  whole  of  the  evidence.  And  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  grofs  injuftice  has  been 
done  to  the  fubject  itfelf,  and  to  feveral  who  have  ably 
treated  it.  What  therefore,  under  this  feeling,  I  have 
oppofed  to  dafliing  conclufions,  or  petulant  miftatements, 
I  mall  not  either  retracl:  or  fpften.  I  fubmitted  to  an 
ungrateful  office.  But  fomewhat  of  benefit  may  refult 
from  the  undertaking.  If  good  judges  coincide  with  me 
in  opinion,  their  indignation,  I  think,  may  render  young 
authors  more  cautious  how  they  lightly  treat  fincere 
reporters,  and  queftions  of  the  higheft  intereft. 

In  confequence  of  fuch  improper  conduct,  much  indi- 
vidual fuffering  may  eafily  have  been  needlefsly  endured. 
As  there  are  many  whom  flight  reafons  for  inactivity 
will  fatisfy,  enquiry  has  probably  been  checked,  and  the 
mifchief,  refulting  from  mifreprefentation,  muft  have 
reached  far  beyond  the  circulation  of  the  Effay.  For  the 
eulogifts  of  the  author — thofe  who  vouch  for  his  quali- 
fications, and  who,  it  may  be,  are  of  his  private  ac- 
quaintance— -fnatch  at  every  occafion  of  propagating  his 
opinions,  almoft  making  it  a  crime  to  think  differently, 
and  holding  up  the  iflue  of  the  enquiry  as  an  example 
to  difparage  even  the  moft  paltry  of  medical  projects.  Such 
was  the  tone  they  adopted  when  they  firft  fpoke  of  the 
Effay  ;  and  this  tone  they  ftill  venture  to  maintain. 
"  The  power  of  the  gaffes  in  curing  confumptions, 
"  palfy,  and  a  thoufand  other  complaints,  and  of  the 
"  nitric  and  other  acids  in  fuperfeding  the  ufe  of  mer^ 
"  cury  in  the  venereal  complaints  have  been  fo  highly 

"  ex- 
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**  extolled,  [by  whom  P]  as  that  of  the  traftors  is  now; 
"  and  as  a  much  greater  number  of  cafes  have  been  al- 
"  ledged  to  eftablifh  their  efficacy  than  are  here  pro- 
"  duced  ;  and  yet  when  the  prejudice  which  novelty  and 
"  fome  accidental  circumftances  and  cures  had  excited 
<l  were  difpelled,  and  the  experiments  came  to  be  re- 
*'  peated  by  a  greater  number  of  perfons,  their  reputa- 
**  tion  diminifhed  juft  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
"  perfons  who  ufed  them,  and  the  experiments  that  were 
"  tried." — Britijh  Critic,  Nov.  1798.  p.  501. 

Those  who  attend  to  the  progrefs  of  the  prefent  in- 
veftigation  may  think  it  a  little  lingular,  that  fo  hardy 
an  alTertion  fliould  have  gone  abroad,  about  the  fame 
time  with  the  much  improved  fecond  edition  of  Dr. 
Jlollo's  treatife  on  the  Diabetes  Mellitus — *a  -work  which 
difclofes  many  arcana  of  the  animal  oeconomy,  and  in 
particular  adds  fome  fcores  of  fyphilitic  cafes  to  the  credit 
Tide  of  the  account  of  nitrous  acid,  and  that  of  the  oxy- 
genated muriate  of  potalh. 

I  am  forry  that  the  interrupted  manner,  in  which  this 
collection  has  been  printed,  did  not  allow  me  to  take 
advantage  of  Dr.  Rollo's  publication.  It  will  doubtlefs 
circulate  as  widely  as  that  which  I  am  now  bringing  to 
a  conclufion  ;  and  on  this  account  I  fhall  not  annex  any 
abftradt  of  its  contents.  But  there  is  one  point  which, 
as  it  mull  be  interefting  to  every  attentive  reader  of  both 
works,  I  fhall  not  entirely  pafs  over.  I  mean  the  com- 
parative power  and  advantages  of  the  nitrous  acid,  and 
the  oxygenated  muriate  of  potafh. 

The  recommendation  of  nitrous  acid  is,  that  it  is 
cheap  and  cafy  to  be  had. 

Its  difadvantages  are  confiderable.  It  has  an  unplea- 
fant  effeft  on  the  teeth.  The  patient  who  takes  it  for 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  complaint,  is  obliged  to  fvvallow 

a  great 
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a  great  bulk  of  liquid.  It  is  reported  (even  when  fweet- 
ened)  not  very  unfrequently  to  produce  ficknefs,  pain 
in  the  ftomach,  and  diarrhoea,  in  which  latter  cafe  its 
cfFecl:  on  the  difeafe  is  probably  weakened  or  deftroyed. 

The  oxygenated  fait  will  probably  foon  ceafe  to  be 
fcarce,  or  very  dear.  I  have  been  fupplied  with  it  in  a 
ftate  of  the  greateft  purity  by  Mr.  Hoyle,  jun.  of  Majr- 
field,  near  Manchefter,  at  two  fhillings  the  ounce,  tak- 
ing a  quantity  not  lefs  than  a  pound  ;  and  at  this  rate  1 
hope  that  it  will  foon  be  generally  afforded. 

This  one  inconvenience  is  balanced  by  advantages 
in  every  other  refpect.  In  bulk,  in  tafte,  in  its  effecT: 
on  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ;  it  feems  upon  the  whole 
fuperior  to  the  nitrous  acid  :  though,  as  we  have  feen, 
it  cannot  with  fuccefs  be  adminiftered  abfolutely  at  ran- 
dom, with  refpecl;  to  quantity  or  form.  But  its  manage- 
ment is  probably  more  eafy  than  that  of  the  acid. 

Of  the  efficacy  of  the  acids  when  compared  with  one 
another,  nothing  can  as  yet  be  faid.  We  pofTefs  tefti- 
monies  in  favour  of  feveral ;  but  it  will  probably  be  long 
before  the  others  are  tried  as  extenfively  as  the  nitrous; 
I  endeavoured,  wherever  I  could,  to  obtain  reports  con- 
cerning this,  becaufe  I  underftood  that  numerous  experi- 
ments with  the  oxygenated  fait  were  going  on  at  Wool- 
wich ;  and  I  wifhed  practitioners  to  have  extenfive 
means  of  forming  their  opinion. 

On  the  moft  impartial  view  which  I  am  able  to  take 
of  the  facts,  I  am  inclined,  with  fome  hefitation,  to 
decide  in  favour  of  the  oxygenated  fait.  But  it  feems  to 
me  defirable  to  have  the  comparifon  carried  further. 
With  this  view  I  have  folicited  Mr.  Hammick,  of  the 
Royal  Plymouth  Hofpital,  who  has  feen  fo  much  of  the 
effects  of  nitrous  acid,  to  ufe  the  oxygenated  fait  exten- 
fively. If  his  ftiould  be  added  to  the  refpectable  autho- 
rity 
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rity  of  Mr.  Cruickfhanlc,  in  favour  of  this  latter  medi- 
cine, little  doubt,  I  apprehend,  would  remain  on  the 
queftion.  I  have  alio  endeavoured,  and  I  hope  with 
iuccefs,  to  procure  trials  of  both  thefe  fubftances  in  the 
fivvens. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  continue  a  feparate  collec- 
tion for  venereal  cafes.  But  the  work,  defcribed  in  the 
following  advertifement,  of  which  the  firft  volume  is  Ln 
the  prefs,  will  be  open  for  the  reception  of  medical  facts 
of  this  and  every  other  kind.  I  earneftly  requeft  the 
afliftance  of  obfervers  towards  its  fupport. 

hi   February,    1799,    ivill  be  pubUJhed, 
By  Thomas  Beddoes,  m.  p. 

VOLUME  THE  FIRST  OF 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  PHYSICAL  AND 
MEDICAL  KNOWLEDGE. 

Principally  from  the  WEST  of  ENGLAND  and  WALES, 

FOR  the  expofition  of  a  defign,  which,  if  certain  ob- 
vious conditions  be  fulfilled,  cannot  fail  to  meet  with 
approbation,  few  words  will  fuffice.  It  is  needlefs,  in 
the  prefent  day,  to  argue  at  large  in  behalf  of  the  pre- 
fervation  and  multiplication  of  fails. 

Different  medical  practitioners,  whom  the  author  of 
this  profpec/tus  either  met  in  the  country,  or  knew  as  Hot- 
well  patients,  favoured  him  from  time  to  time  with  a 
variety  of  interesting  oral  communications.    From  the 

manner 
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manner  in  which  fome  of  thefe  were  related,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  they  were  in  danger  of  being  loft. 

A  wish  to  fave  for  the  public  obfervations  calculated 
to  enrich  medicine,  fuggefted  the  undertaking,  here 
announced.  In  furtherance  of  this  wifh,  it  occurred 
that  oc.cafional  correfpondence,  perfonal  intercourfe,  and 
facility  of  tranfmiffionj  might  create  in  favour  of  a  Weft- 
country  publication,  an  intereft  which  the  Edinburgh  and 
London  collections  do  not  every  where  excite. 

The  reader  is  requeued  to  take  the  term  JVeft-country 
in  a  fenfe  unufually  large.  He  may,  if  he  pleafes,  ex- 
tend his  conception  to  the  fpace  comprehended  between 
the  Land's-end,  and  a  line  running  from  the  confines  of 
Wales,  along  the  N.  NE.  and  E.  borders  of  Shropfliire, 
Staffordihire,  Warwickfhire,  Gloucefterfhire,  Wilts, 
and  Hants.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  a  fentiment,  pro- 
ductive of  co-operation,  fhould  prevail  over  this  whole 
country.  The  grand  reliance  muft  doubtlefs  be  upon 
gleanings  near  home.  Neverthelefs,  important  informa- 
tion from  the  greateft  diftance  will  always  be  as  welcome 
as  from  the  adjacent  parifh. 

Hitherto  the  plan  has  been  mentioned  only  to  fuch 
perfons  as  were  known  to  have  immediate  communica- 
tions in  their  power.  By  all  fuch  it  has  been  approved — 
by  fome  very  warmly — by  others  fo  far  as  to  induce  them 
to  grant  their  aid. 

Hence  the  editor  confiders  himfelf  as  nearly  fecure 
of  a  volume  for  1798  ;  and  of  another  for  1799.  For 
future  years,  the  fupply  muft  chiefly  depend  upon  the 
inclination  which  fhall  be  produced  at  the  outfet  among 
profeffional  and  philofophical  men. 

It  is  not  propofcJ  to  confine  the  work  ftrictly  to 
medical  papers.  With  the  philofophy  of  inanimate  mat- 
ter, which  bears  in  fo  many  points  upon  his  art,  no  prac-* 
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titioner  of  medicine  fhould  be  unacquainted.  Nor  docs 
any  thing  feem  more  demonltrable,  than  that  every  liberal- 
ly educated  individual  fliould  be  initiated  in  the  philoibphy 
of  animated  nature.  An  extenfive  feries  of  experiments 
in  the  firft  volume  will  furnifli  a  ftriking  example  of  con- 
nection between  thefe  branches  of  knowledge.  And  the 
utility  of  keeping  them  together  ought  perhaps,  on  all 
occafions,  to  be  held  up  to  contemplation. 

Other  means  of  rendering  the  collection  interesting 
appear  to. the  editor  to  lie  within  his  reach.  He  enter- 
tains further  views,  relative  to  it,  and  is  in  hopes  ere 
long  of  finding  afliftance  in  the  tafk  of  providing  materials 
and  Superintending  the  prefs.  But  thefe  particulars  he 
begs  leave  to  defer  for  a  fhort  time. 

It  is  his  wifh  that  the  profits  (if  any  accrue)  fhould 
go  to  a  public  purpofe.  As  the  Inftitution  for  inveftigat- 
tng  the  medicinal  powers  of  factitious  airs  will  very  fpeedily 
be  fet  on  foot,  and  as  the  fubferiptions  fcarcely  form  a 
fund  adequate  to  that  great  and  difficult  object,  it  is  pro- 
pofed  that  the  profits  of  the  two  firft  volumes  fhould  be 
deftined  to  its  enlargement;  and  that,  afterwards,  they 
be  given  to  fome  infirmary  within  the  diftrict — the  par- 
ticular infirmary  to  be  determined,  each  year,  by  lot. 

Clifton,  Auguft  29,  1798. 

'  ,*  Communications  may  be  addrejfed  to  Dr.  Beddoes,  or  to  Mr, 
Cottle,  Bookfeller,  Brijiol. 
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APPENDIX. 

N°.  xr. 

I  find  in  the  new  French  edition  of  Dr.  Swcdiaur'^ 
treatife  on.  fyphilitic  complaints  a  fact,  which  deferves 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  along  with  the  'report 
Appendix  N°.VI. 

"  There  is,"  obferves  this  author,  "  another  queftidn 
tc  of  great  importance  -which  I  durft  not  decide  in  the 
"  former  editions  of  this  work — Whether  fyphilis  can 
"  be  communicated  to  children  by  generation  ;  or,  to 
"  fpeak  more  exactly,  Jf  an  infected  father  can  commu- 
tc  nicate  the  difeafe  to  the  child  by  the  femen,  during  the 
"  act  of  generation  ;  or,  If  an  infected  mother,  having 
tl  the  genitals  perfectly  free  from  difeafe.- can  communi- 
tc  cate  this  virus  to  the  foetus  by  the  circulation.  A  re- 
"  markabie  cafe,  that  occurred  a  few  years  ago  at  Lon- 
"  don,  cleared  up  this  point,  and  proves  that  the  difeafe 
M  may  fometimes  pafs  from  father  to  child  in  the  femen. 

"■A.  soljdie R'  in-  the  dragoon  guards  was  affected 
tc  with  a  fyphilitic  ulcer  of  the  throat,  which  long  re- 
"  fifted  mercury.  During  the  treatment,  he  cohabited 
"  with  his  wife,  who  never  had  any  venereal  complaint, 
"  and  is  (till  in  perfect  health.  The  infant  which  was 
"  the  fruit  of  this  connection  was,  fome  weeks  after 
"  birth,  feized  with  a  fyphilitic  ulcer  of  the  throat, 
"  in  the  very  fpot  where  the  father  had  his.  I  have 
<c  feen  father  and  child  :  they  are  now  perfectly  cured." 

"  I  AM  informed  that  there  is  at  prefent  a  reigning 
"  family  in  Europe,  of  which  all  the  children  are  born 
z  «  with 
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"  with  the  fyphilitic  germ,  none  having  furvived  till  It 
"  was  determined  to  adminifter  mercury  to  the  animal 
*'  that  furnilhed  milk  for  the  fupport  of  the  laft  born." — i 
He  then,  for  want  of  pofitive  facts,  fuppofes  that  the 
fyphilitic  complaint  cannot  be  communicated  from  the 
mother  to  the  foetus  in  utero. — Traite  complet  des  Mala-* 
dies  Sypbilitiques.    Paris.  IjgS.p.g — II. 

Of  the  cafe  concerning  which  Dr.  Hope  furnifhed  me 
with  a  verbal  account,  I  have  fince  found  a  full  report 
by  Dr.  Albers,  a  German,  who  probably  was,  at  the 
time  of  writing  it,  a  ftudent  at  Edinburgh.  The  ex- 
periment being  fo  particularly  decifive  of  the  power 
of  nitrous  acid  over  the  complaint,  as  alfo  of  the  fimilar 
ultimate  effect  of  nitrous  acid,  of  mercury,  and  oxy- 
genated muriate,  I  mail  take  the  trouble  to  tranflate  the 
report  of  Dr.  Albers  : 

"  Elizabeth  Barelmy,  aetat.32 — Nov.  19,  1796, 
"  The  nipple  of  the  right  breaft  is  furrounded  with 
"  an  ulcer  of  unequal  breadth,  from  one-third  to  two- 
*'  thirds  of  a  thumb.  Half  an  inch  above  this  are  two 
<c  other  ulcers,  about  the  flze  of  a  flxpence.  The  pus 
"  is  thick  and  yellow,  the  edges  elevated  and  inflamed. 
"  She  complains  of  mooting  pains  in  her  throat,  which 
"  appears  fomewhat  red  and  inflamed  j  but  not  a  veftige 
<c  of  ulceration  can  be  difcovered.  In  other  refpects, 
"  healthy. 

"  She  attributes  her  complaint  to  an  infection  re- 
"  ceived  a  month  ago  from  a  child,  which  was  born  in 
"  the  eighth  month,  and,  five  weeks  afterwards,  died  of 
*'  a  loathfome  general  puftular  eruption,  that  appeared 
"  but  a  few  days  before  death.  She  immediately  per- 
"  ceived  pain  in  her  right  breaft,  but  neverthelefs  con- 

T  *'  tinued 
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"  tlnued  to  fuckle  her  own  child  at  the  left.  This,  too, 
"  died  a  few  weeks  after,  with  ulcers  in  the  mouth  and 
?*  throat.  The  mother  of  the  firft  child  fuffered  before 
"  and  at  the  time  of  its  birth,  from  the  fame  complaints, 
"  without  knowing  of  what  kind  they  were. 

"  Nov.  20th.  The  patient  complains  of  fome  head- 
"  ache.  She  had  a  folution  of  foda  vitriolata  |fs  in 
"  water. — Nov.  23d.  Head-ache  gone.  Appearance  of 
"  the  ulcers  the  fame. 

"  R   Acidi  nitron  3L 

"  Aq.  font,  ft  i.  M.   Sumat  in  die. 

u  Nov.  24th.  The  patient  took  3 i j  of  nitrous  acid  in 
"  one  pound  of  water,  in  the  day. — 25th.  No  unpleafant 
"  fenfations  from  the  medicine.  Continue. — 26th.  The 
lt  patient  declares  that  the  pain  in  the  ulcers  is  con- 
**  fiderably  lefs.  Applic.  unguent,  fimpl.  ulcerib.  Cont. 
<c  acid, — 29th.  The  fmall  pains  in  the  throat  gone. 
"  Ulcers  lefs.  Sumat  liquoris  acidi  jfoij.  in  die.— 
"  Dec.  1  ft.  Lefs  difcharge  from  the  ulcers.  No  incon- 
"  venience  from  the  medicine.  Continue. — 3d.  One  of 
"  the  fmall  ulcers  above  the  nipple  entirely  healed ;  the 
<c  other  diminiihes,  and  gets  a  healthier  look  daily.  The 
*'  patient  thinks  the  urine  increafed.  Continue. — 
<c  Dec.  6th.  The  other  fmall  ulcer  healed.  The  other 
"  nearly  fo.  Continue. — Dec.  9th.  Large  ulcer  much 
"  diminilhed.  No  inconvenience  from  the  medicine. 
"  Continue. —  13th.  All  the  ulcers  completely  healed. 
tc  The  furrounding  hardnefs  nearly  gone.  The  patient 
"  complains  of  fome  head-ache.  Catamenia  regularly  ap- 
"  peared  yefterday.    Medicine  difcontinued. 

c<  15th  Dec.  The  day  before  yefterday  fhe  felt  fom 
**  pain  round  the  nipple.    The  new  fkin  over  the  ulce.. 
"  appears  fomewhat  redder  than  before.  Catamenia 
5  gone. 
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tl  gone.  Medicine  repeated. —  17th.  Pain  and  burning 
"  round  the  nipple  lefs  fincc  the  repetition  of  the  medi- 
«'  cine.  Continue. — 19th.  Pain  and  heat  gone.  Con- 
"  tinue. — 25th.  Breaft  well  in  all  refpe&s. — 28th.  Yefter- 
<k  day,  having  taken  a  dofe  of  the  acid  liquor  from  fome 
"  overfight  weaker  than  common,  fhe  felt  naufea,  and 
«  vomited,  and  (till  has  a  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  fto- 
"  mach.  Omit  the  medicine. — 29th.  Stomach  complaints 
"  gone. — Jan.  8th,  1797.  For  thefe  five  days,  has  felt 
"  an  itching  round  the  nipple,  which  increafed,  till 
<l  yefterday,  when  ftie  felt  a  burning  in  the  part.  In 
"  the  night  fhe  fcratched  her  breaft,  which  now  is 
*'  without  the  cuticle,  and  looks  inflamed. 

"  R  Acid,  nitros.  5iij. 

"  Aq.  font.  ftij.    Bibat  in  die. 

tc  9th  Jan.  The  pain  and  heat  round  the  nipple,  as 
"  well  as  the  rednefs,  diminifhed.  Sumat  liquor. 
"  acid.  ibij.  cum  acid,  nitros.  dilut.  3iv.  in  die. — 10th. 
"  Heat  and  pain  decreafe :  but  round  the  nipple  there  is 
"  a  fuperficial  ulceration.  Continue. — nth.  Pain  in  the 
"  breaft  lefs.  Feeling  of  heat  gone.  Ulceration  lefs. — 
"  14th.  The  patient  feels  no  more  pain  in  the  breaft; 
"  and,  fince  yefterday,  the  burning  is  diminifhed.  Con- 
"  tinue. — 15th,  16th,  17th.  The  ulceration  diminifhes. — 
"  19th.  The  ulcer  completely  healed.  The  whole  fkin 
"  round  the  nipple  has  a  natural  look.  Continue. — 
"  30th.  Breaft  continues  quite  well.  The  patient  dif- 
"  milled,  with  directions  to  continue  the  medicine  a 
"  month  longer." 

The  reafon  why  this  report  ceafes  here,  is  becaufe  it 
was  fent  to  Germany  before  the  firft  xelapfe. 


END. 


